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TO    THE    RIGHT    HONOURABLE 

EARL  CORNWALLIS, 

KNIGHT  OF.  THE  MOST  NOBLE  ORDER  OF  THE 
GARTER }  ONE  OF  HIS  BRITANNICK  MAJESTY^ 
HONOURABLE  PRIVY  COUNCIL  j  LIEUTENANT- 
GENERAL  OF  HIS  MAJESTVS  FORCES;  GOVER- 
NOR-GENERAL AND  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF  OP 
ALL  THE  POSSESSIONS  AND  FORCES  OF  HIS  BRI- 
TANNICK MAJESTY,  AND  OF  THE  HONOURABLE 
THE  UNITED  COMPANY  OF  MERCHANTS  OF  ENG- 
LAND,  IN  THE  EAST-INDIESv  &c.  &c.  ®f. 

My  Lord,  f-i... 


D 


EDICATORY  praife  hath^et^. 
l)een  fufpeded  of  fincerity ;  and  paffes,  indeed, 
anKMig  men  of  the  world,  as  a  ftrain  of  tui'gid  lan- 
guage, defigned  to  court  favour,  footh  the  vanity 
of  a  patron,  or  —  in  its  beft  fenfe,  to  exprefs  the 
hafty  di<5tates  of  gratitude^  —  Yet,  I  have  the  con- 
fidence 
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fidence  to  hope,  that  the  tenor  of  this  dedication 
will  deferve  a  lefs  fevere  cenfure,  and  that  it  will 
be  even  faid,  I  have  narrowed  the  limits  of  my 
fubjedl. 

When  I  had  refolved  to  intrude  my  book  of 
Travels  on  the  notice  of  the  public,  I  naturally 
looked  around,  being  an  unknown  author,  for  fome 
name,  to  give  it  a  fan^lion ;  not  the  fandlion  of 
wealth  or  grandeur  ;  for  they  are  not  always  the 
criterion  of  worth :  but  that  which  was  to  be  ob- 
tained from  the  man,  who  ftood  eminent  for  the 
qualities  which  raoft  effentially  contribute  to  the 
honour  and  welfare  of  his  country. 

The  obje6l  of  this  fearch,  which  does  not  crofs 

•j(.)Vthe/e3i;6"  at  every  glance,  was  feen  with  picture  i 

!*!•:  ian'd-iihough  the  ufes  derived  from  it  may  be  deemed 

V'vi/\^f?^mptvQUS,  I  could  not  refift  the  delire  of  fixing 

fo  bright  an  ornament  to  my  work  ;  and  of  offering 

however  (lender,  my  ttibute  of  applaufe  to  a(ftions, 

which  demand  a  diflinguifhed  page  in  the  annals 

Qf  pur  nation, 

.   IhU  Fortune,  which  from  the  day  of  ancient 

Rome, 


fioMti,  bas  been  otdmmly  followed  by  ti^gle^!^ 
obrcurity,  and  oftentimes  difgrace,  opened  a  more 
cxtenfive  field  for  the  difplay  of  Your  Lordship's 
endowments ;  and  like  the  blafts  of  Winter  on  the 
rooted  oak,  hold  out,  hononrabk  tefiimony  of  fth 
perior  ftrength. 

In  the  Eaftern  world,  Your  'Lov.hsmv  lias 
been  oppofed  to  an  enemy  far  more  formidable, 
—  the  poflcftion  of  a  power  never  before  exercifed 
by  a  Britifli  fubjedt ;  not  even  committed  to  the 
firfl  magidrate  of  our  ftate;  and  which  extends 
over  a  fpacious  region,  a  numerous  and  wealthy 
people.  Yet,  far  removed  from  controul,  in  a 
land  whofe  every  principle  of  government  is  ac- 
tuated by  a  rapacious  avarice,  whofe  people  never 
approach  the  gate  of  authorky  without  an  offeringy 
we  have  feen,  and  with  wonder,  the  inflexible 
maintainance  of  an  integrity,  only  to  be  be  equalled 
by  a  temperate  ufe  of  command. 

But,  panegyrick  being  the  leaft  grateful  where 
it  is  the  moft  due,  I  will  clofe  this  addrefs,  with 
a  zealous  wiih,  that  Your  Lordship  may  yet 

con- 


continue  to'  govern  the  Britifti  dominion  fn  India,* 
and  complete  the  work  that  already  hath  ^aflumed. 
fo  fair  an  afpe^l.  The  facritice  is  great,  but  the- 
reward  is  ftill  greater ;  it  will  reach  beyond  the  fo- 
vereign's  bounty,  or  the  peoples  praife. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be. 

With  the  moft  profound  refpedl. 
My  Lord, 
;    :.  Your  Lordship's 

Moft  devoted, 
**  T  .'  And  moft  obedient 

humble  Servant, 
GEORGE  FORSTER. 

Calcutta, 
Auguft  the  ifti  1790- 
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XJOOKS  of  Voyages  and  Travels  having  been  ever 
held  in  eftinxation,  and  indulgently  received,  I  am;  the 
lefs  fearful  of  fubmitting  the  following  volume  to  the 
notice  of  the  public.  A  knowledge  of  the  manners  of  dif- 
ferent nations  qualifies  domeftic  prejudice,  and  enlight- 
ens the  mind ;  but  the  fubjeds  of  Britain  derive  from 
It  a  lingular  benefit ;  they  fee  through  a  comparifon 
that  conununicates  a  fond  pleafure  to  the  heart,  the  unri- 
valed excellency  of  their  laws,,  conftitution  and  govern- 
ment ;  they  fee  thefe  rare  gifts  brightly  refleAed  on 
their  national  charader,  which  ftill  avowedly  maintains 
its  pre-eminence  amongfl  the  nations  of  the  European 
world.  Were  a  man  to. form  a  judgment  of  the  bias  of 
Vol.  I»  b  his; 
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his  own  genius  and  difpofition,  (on  the  merits  of  which 
he  is,  perhaps  the  leaft  qualified  to  decide,  {\  wotiH  \in- 
refervedljr  fay,  that  in  the  courfe  of  my  journey,  I 
felt  no  impulfe  of  partiality  ibr  any  fe^  or  body  of  men. 
It  is  of  fcrious  concerh  to  letters^  that  matiy  a*ian  of  ge- 
nius and  fcieuce  has  fixed  a  difcredit  on  his  works,  by  a 
wilful  adherence  to  fome  fa^wirkefy^cm,  which  alluring 
to  its  ftandard  a  various  train  of  afFeiftions,  and  ideas, 
he  becomes  involuntarily  incited  to  (acriflce  to  it  the 
principles  of  truth  and  reafon. 

.  Travellers  ftand  acculed,  even,  on  proverbial  au- 
thority, of  adopting  a  figurative  and  looie  ftyle  oiFdefcrip- 
tion.;  and  as  I  have  been  thrown  into  tracks,  removed 
from  the  eye  of  European  obfervation,  I  am  prompted 
to  earneflly  folicit  the  confidence  of  the  public  in 
behalf  of  this  work,  and  to  fay,  that  however  vi- 
tiated by  the  errors  of  judgment,  it  has  no  tendency 
to  difcolour  or  mifreprefent  truth.  The  curfory  differ- 
tation  on  the  former  and  prefent  date  of  Bengal,  may 
have  fome  claim  to  favour,  from  the  confideration  that 
I  vifited  that  province  in  the  defcription  of  a  pafienger  ; 

through 
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though  but  a  fmall  portion  of  local  knowledge  might 
have  been  acquired,,  eflentiai  advantages  arofe  fi'om  this 
temporary  refidence. 

GijiDBO  by  no  views,  of  intereft,  nor  imprefled  by 
any  &o^n  of  power,  I  was  enabled  to  examine  the 
Qbje^s.  thai  came  before  me  through  a  difpailionate 
ihedJouiiu 

Thi  letter  on  the  mythology  of  the  Hindoos,  fome 
(aipies  of .  which  were  publiihed  in  i785>  has  been 
corre^d  fince  my  return  to  India  \  but  from  the  va?» 
fious  intricacy  of  the  fubjeift,.  I  am  apprehen£ve  it  may 
yet  contain  error;&  and  apparent  inconfiftencies.  Inveftir 
gations  of  the  reUgicois  ceremonies  and  cuflnms  of  the 
Hindoosj  written  in  the  Carnatic,  and  in  the  Punjab^ 
would  in  many  examples  widely  differ ;  yet  the  Hin? 
doo  reHgu»i^  in  ail  parts  of  India^  ftand  on  a  common 
bafis  >  nor  does  the  voft  fupesArudrure,  when  the  view  is 
infpedbed  with  attention)  ^^ntiaily  differ  in  itsr  compartr 
raents.  The;  o^leniible  dif£bniiarity  ariies,  perhaps  from 
the  mannecs.cf  the  fame  people,  varying  in  Hordxem  and 
Souther^  regions.  A  native  of  the  lower  Carnatic  is  rnild^ 

b  2  tempe- 
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temperate,  and  generally  timid  ;  he  performs  the  or- 
dinances of  his  religion  with  a  zealous  and  fcrupulou« 
attention  ;  and  the  bramin  of  that  -country,  with  many 
of  the  other  feds,  is  confined  ftridly  to  the  ufeof  vege- 
table diet.  How  ftrong  the  contrail  appears  in  the  in- 
haibitant  of  the  Punjab;  thofe  even  of  domeftic  and  la- 
borious profeillons,  are  brave,  daring,  and  often  cruel. 
Bramins  are  the  uiual  foldiers  of  the  country,  many  of 
whom  eat  flefh  meat ;  and  they  never  leave  their  home^ 
even  when  not  employed  in  military  fervice,  without 
weapons  of  offence.  The  merchants  and  mechanicks, 
when  they  go  but  a  few  miles  a1>road,  are  all  flcongly 
armed ;  and  in  fome  of  the  Northern  provinces,  parti- 
cularly ia  Bundilcund,  the  liufbandmen  carry  a  ,fpear 
into  the  field  they  are  cultivating.  This  difference  of 
difpofition  has  produced  oppofite  manners  in  the  fame 
tribes  of  people,  as  well  as  oppofite  cuftoms,  which  if 
not  attentively  inveftigated,  would  afford  a  fpecious  be- 
lief, that  the  inhabitants  of  the  Nortli  and  South  of 
India  were  not  'connected  by  any  national  relation. 
I  HAVE  to  exprefs  with  pleafure,  great  obligations  to 

Colonel 
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(Colonel  Poller,  of  the  Honourable  Compaay*s  fervice, 
for  having  furniflied  me  with  large  hiftorical  tra£ts  of  the 
Sicques,  and  of  the  life  ofShujahrud-Dowlah. .  On  every 
application  to  that  gientleman  fixr  other  information 
of  Indian  hiftory,  his  papers  and  opinions,  have  been 
liberally  fupplied.  I  am  alfo  much  indebted  to  Mr. 
Briilow,  of  fiengal,  for  a  valuable  manuicript  memoir  of 
Shujah-ud-Dowlah,  from  which  I  haveextraded  curious 
And  ufeful  matter.  The  prefixed  chart  of  the  road, 
cdculated  according  to  the  reckoning  of  my  journal, 
was  conftnided  by  Mr.  Wilford,  of  the  Bengal  corps 
of  engineers,  a  gentleman  of  extenfive  geographical 
knowledge. 

Science  can  receive  but  a  {lender  aid  from  the  mate> 
rials  of  the  following  work.  The  manner  in  which  I  tra- 
velled, precluded  the  ufe  of  any  inftrument  to  afcertain 
the  diftance  and  bearings.  The  one  I  noted  from  obferv- 
ing  the  cou^fe  of  the  fun ;  the  other  is  agreeable  to  the 
common  computation  of  the  country,  which  is  not  often 
found  widely  erroneous.  My  limited  knowledge  of  bo- 
tany prevents,  alfo,  any  accurate  defcription  of  various 

clafTcs 
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clafie&  of  trees  and  plants,  which  I  faw  in  Ka^mir^ 
and  Perfia.  But  the  natural  produdions  of  thofe  eoun« 
tries  have  been  ib  fcientifically  treated  by  Chardin> 
Le  Bruyn,  and  Bernier,  that  my  inability  will  be  the  lefs 
fenilbly  felt. 
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L  E  T  T  E  R     I. 

Benares  y  %jfl  j4ugufl^  1782. 
DEAR   SIR, 

JtxAVING  refolved  on  vifiting  Benares; 
that  I  might,  there,  indulge,  fot  a  (hoit  time,  an  inveftigation 
into  the  mythology  of  the  Hindoos,  I  procured  permiffion  to  pror ' 
ceed  to  that  city  ;  and,  as  you  may  receive  fome  amuiement  from  < 
the  relation  of  my  journey,  with  the  obfervations  that  occurred, 
I  will  lay  it  before  you ;  intreating,  that  you  will  make  the  n^ceflary 
aUowance  for  a  ftranger*,  who,  though  his  remarks,  and  th«  con^ 

*  Tb«  author  is  a  chril  fenraot  on  the  Madras  eftaUiflmeot 
Vol.  I.  A  clufions 
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clufions  drawn,  may  partake  of  errors,  will  not,  premeditatedly, 
difcolour  the  truth. 

On  the  23d  df  May,  I  left  Calcutta,  and  on  the  tiext  day  ar- 
rived at  Sookfagur,  a  valuable  and  rifing  plantation,  the  property 
of  Meffrs.  Crofts  and  Lennox,  Thefe  gentlemen  have  eftablifhed, 
at  this  place,  a  fabrication  of  white  cloth,  of  which  the  Company^ 
provide  an  annual  inveftroent,  of  about  two  lacks  of  rupees.  They 
have  alfo,  founded  a  raw  filk  manufactory,  which,  as  it  bears  the 
appearance  of  increafe  and  improvement,  will,  I  hope,  reward  the 
induftrious  and  eftimable  labours  of  it*s  proprietors.  In  this  p1an-> 
tation,  a  large  quantity  of  fpirituous  liquor  is  made,  refembling, 
in  an  inferior  degree,  the  American  rum,  which,  fince  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Dutch  war,  has  beconie  in  great  demand.  Being 
applied  to  all  the  ufes  of  the  Batavia  arrack,  a  confiderable  benefit 
is  cxpefted  to  arife  to  the  Bengal  province,  fiom  a  current  fale  of 
this  commodity.  In  juftice  to  thofe  who  enrich  their  country 
by  an  introduftion  of  valuable  manufaftures,  the  Government 
is  called  upon  to  yield  them  every  protection,  and  grant  thern 
every  fair  indulgence  s  it  is,  like  wife,  the  duty  of  the  man  of 
obfervationi  to  circulate  the  fuccefs  of  fuch  works,  that  an  emu- 
lation may  warm  the  breads  of  his  fellow  citizens,  and  that  thofe 
who  project  them,  may  receive  the  tribute  of  applaufe,  due  to  ge- 
niu&  aidd  iiiduHry.  It  muft  not  be  omitt:rd  chat  this  new  efta- 
blifhment,  hath  been  noticed  by  the  particular  attention  of  the 

Government  of  Ben^^  which,  on  many  other  occafions,  has 

evinced 
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evinced  a  zealous  diipofition,  hi  CBCouraging  and  promoting 
uieful  undertakings. 

The  Englifh  (hould  no  longer  account  themfclves  fojourners 
in  this  country;  they  are  now,  virtually,  it's  lords  paramount,  and 
their  policy  (hould  not  be  that  of  a  day  5  but,  confidering  the 
opulence  and  wealth  of  the  fubje6b  as  clofely  trading  to  enrich 
the  common  ftate,  diey  (hould,  at  large,  fupport  his  wants^  and 
^ncoura^  his  labours.  A  conduct  equally  wife  and  profitablt^ 
would  conduce  to  the  increafe  of  public,  and  private,  profperity, 
and  operate  as  a  compenfatory  retribution  for  fome  actions,  which 
can&ot  bear  the  tefl:  of  inveftigation ;  and  which  have,  already, 
mvolved  the  national  chara6ter  in  dilgrace.  In  touching  on  this 
futgeft,  I  am  necei&rily  led  into  refleftionft  on  the  commerce  of 
Bengal,  interior  and  foreign,  and  on  the  common  want  of  (pecie, 
iSiroi^hout  tlie  province^ 

PreviousLt  to  the  «ra  in  which  the  Englifh  became  pofleired 
of  ]^ngal,  tiie  diflferent  nations  who  vilited  it  were  obUged  to  givie 
^cie  for  the  gi^teft  portion  of  tlie  commodities  they  porchafed ; 
there  being  but  a  fmall  proportion  of  articles  taken  in  barter  by 
the  natives^  This  fpecies  of  commerce,  fo  lucrative  to  India,  and 
which  muft  have  depofited  a  large  amount  of  gold  and  filver,  con» 
tinned  for  upwards  of  a  century  and  an  half.  But,  after  the  En- 
glifh Government  was  eflablifhcd  in  Bengal,  the  ncceflity  of  this 
commercial  fyftem  no  longer  exifted  ;  the  amount  of  the  iwenues, 
became  fufficient  to  purchafe  the  cargoes  of  the  country,  and.^o 

A  z  •  defray 
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d«fr^  thfc  public  expenditures :  here,  one  channtl  Mtk9iiAfkf$M 
fpccie  into  Bengal  was  Hopped,  and  it  will  be  found, «lfor  that  th«l 
revolutions,  which  in  that  quarter,  advanced  the  fortunes  of  the? 
Englifti,  have  materially  leffened  the  like  imports  of  the  otber  Eu- 
ropean  nations,  who  traded  to  Bengal.  For,  cXclufively  of  findiiigr; 
a  current  fale  for  their  commoditiesi  they  have  been  enabled  W 
pj-ocure,  from  the  EngUfti,  large  fum«  of  money,  for  bilk  on  Eu- 
it>pe«  An  important  change  has  been  alfo  effected  on  the  interior 
commerce  of  Bengal,  by  the  extin£lion  of  the  Mahometan  domi«- 
nion* 

The  Native  princes^  and  chiefs  of  a  various  defcription,  the  re^ 
taineps  of  aumerous  dependants^  afforded  a  conftant  employment 
to  a  vail  number  of  ingenious  manufafturers,  who  fupplied  their 
mafters  with  gold  and  (ilver  ftuffs,  curioufly  flowered,  plain  muiV 
lins,  a  diverfity  of  beautiful  filks,  and  otber  articles  of  Afiatic  lux-*' 
ury  s  the  ufe  of  which,  wealth,  and  a  propenfity  to  a  voluptuous 
life,,  n^urdlly  excited.   Thefe  Mahometan,  or  Hindoo,  chiefs,  have 
dtfaer  been  removed,  or  being  no  longer  poflefTed  of  their  former  ; 
refource,  have  fallen  into  poverty  and  decay  $  and  the  artizaitji^;^  ^ 
who  had  been  fupportscd  in  their  profeffionsT)y  thefe  powcrf^ifg&^v 
^wealtlw  mafters,  were,  on  their  expulfion,  obliged,  from  a  w^iro^f  • 

fubfiftence,  to  quit  their  profeffions,  or  the  country.  Hence^ftfirty 

j.. "?'  ■  -1'  ■'  * 

branches  of  rare  manufacture,  evidently  declined ;  and  fdme^^f^.tbet 
moft  precious  are  now  no  longer  known.  The  diftrafttdinii im- 
poverilhed  condition  of  the  Moghul  and  Perfian  empires,  l^athi  con*' 

•  tributed| 
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Hsbwl^  tfrnGAcnhlfy  to  leflen  the  great  demand  which  wai  made 
by  tho&  ftniies,  for  the  produce  of  Bengal,  when  Dehli  and  Ifpahan 
enjoyed  reigns  of  grandeur  and  vigour.  When  it  is  coniidered,  that 
the  Moghul  court,  whether  in  it's  fplendour  or  wealth,  exceeded 
that  of  all  other  nations }  that  the  numerous  governors,  interfperfed; 
throughout  the  provinces,  adopted  the  manners  of  fbvereign  princes; 
and  that  all  their  more  luxurious  articles  of  drefs  were  fabricated  in 
Bengal ;  w«  jaaCt  coodude,  that  the  difcontinuation  of  fuch  a 
tra&;  hu  produced  ftrong  effects.  In  defciibing  this  commercial, 
event,  which  has  brought  an  evident  change>iji.the  quality  of  tho 
trade  of  Beog^„l  am  not  aiithon«jd,jiJy  ^y>Sfm&c  knowledge,  to 
iay,  that  a  general  injinry.lia^u^n  felt  by  the  coHntry;  prehap«, 
the  lofles  whkh  have  ]Mm  ^Afit^md  af«  countezpoiied  h^,iht  aug* 
mentation  of  the  cargoes^  thov|g^.  of  a  didSerent.fpecias,*  Vnhich  sj» 
now  tranfported,  anavs^y,  to?£urope.  ' 

HAviNQralready  oq^lced  dielarge  influt  of  Baropean  %ecie,  iir. 
bullion,  in  this  country,  and  the  caufe  of  the  oeflatioh  of  thislraf. 
fie,  I  will  offer  fome  defultory  .ientiments,  on  the  fubje6i  tif.the  di-^ 
minution  of  the  coin  in  Bengal,  of  which,  gvevious  complaints 
have  loixg  exifted.  During  the  Mahoilietan.adnibuftration,  private 
wealth  was  ufually  expended  on  the  fpot  where  it  liad  been  ac* 
quired}  and  though  feverity  and  oppreffion  might. have  been' ex- 
ercifed  in  the  accumulation,  yet,  by  it's  quick  circulation,  through 
the  many  channels  of  luxury,  th^  country  at  large  was  improved 
and  embeUiihed,  without  any  decreafe  of  the  general  currency.    It 

may 
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may  be  urged,  that  the  expenditure  of  EurcpeanSr  in  ihar  pub% 
,  and  private  buildings,  has,  adeqiaately,  fijpplied  the  wants  of  idfe 
artizan  and  labourer.  But,  I  am  led  to  hazard  an  opinion,  that 
this  amount  falk  much  ihort  of  that  applied  by  the  preceding 
princes  to  the  conilmflion  of  mofques,.  baths,  Hindoo  templesg 
grand  reiervoirs  of  water,'  fpacious  gardens,  together  with  a  variety 
of  coftly  private  edifices.  Tfaefe  modes  of  expence  are  neither 
ad^ted  to  the  genias,  or  inclination,  of  Europeans,  who  have  nq 
religious  paflion  to  gratify,  nor  are  they  impelled,  J>y  patriot  zcrf^ 
to  ndfe  monuments  of  grandeur  in  India  ;  1>ut  holding  thenifdves 
the  moveable  teiuuitt  of  the  4Ky,  t^  are  «^er  to  reach  thdr  na- 
tive home,  that  thty  may  there  ei^  ^  fruks  of  thdr  labonr» 

As  tlw  remittance  of  Engfi^  property  to  Europe  could  not  be 
fiif&dentty  attained,  by  means  of  public  bills,  the  Cerrants  of  the 
Company,  and  private  mer^iants,  have-  been  offten  driven- to  the 
jieceffity  cf  exporting  fpede,  though  iuch  «  medium  be  attended 
widi  heavy  lofs  ;  or  they  are  induced  to  throw  their  icafh  into  fof 
rdgn  funds,  whereby  their  enemies,  or  at  leaft,.their  rivals,  are  en-^ 
rid&ed.  The  injurious  tendency  of  this  Umitationk  of  puUic  remit-r 
tance,  having  been  fofeverely  felt,^  and  repeatedly  reprefentedto  t^ 
Aiperior  Government  in  Epg^and^  it  b.t<^  b^  expe^ed  that  the  chan* 
nel  of  conveying  property  from  Ijjdia,^  will  beoyicned  ip  fo  efficient 
a  manner,  that  the  neccffity  of  purfuing,  in  future  the  deftruc- 
tive  alternative  of  exporting  gold  and  (ilver^ .  o;:  ^n;)plf:^ifig  fbrtign 
agents/ .wUl  be,  wholly,^  obviated.    As  the  private  cafh  taken  u^  in 

India 
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In^lwlB'bi^inVldfted  in  Indian  produce,  and  fent  to  Eorope,  for 
titt  exprefi  piM^pofc  of  difcharging  the  bills  drawn  j  the  pbfition  is 
clear,  Cxicejpttng  in  the  event  of  unforefeen  calamity,  that  the  fales 
cif  the  cargoes,  in  Europe,  will  enable  the  Eaft  India  Company  to 
dSlchaige  the  requlfite  payments.  In  teftimony  of  the  vaft  inhei'ent 
Ijl^feurce  of  Bengal,  it  is  neceflary  to  ohferve,  that  the  wealth  of  this 
tMt>vihce,  which  has  fupported,  by  its  millions,  the  Coromandel 
tmd  ^&li9b^r  coafts,  foreign  aild  domeflic  wars,  and  fhe  trade  of 
Qklna  and  Bencoolen,  muft  have  been  accumulated  in  the  fpace  of 

fixty  or  ievQity  years.  '^  

From  the  perioi  of  Aningzcbe*s  <fes^h,*  until'nearly  the 'date 
of  our  territorial  eftabfilHmeiitik  in  India,  virhen  the  Aioghbl  Empire 
tSai  prcfcrveda large  pofleffibn df  its  power, Ihe'  talince  of  !h'e  re- 
tcnues  of  Bengal,  was  pun^uaily  cohveyecf;'  in'ipec'ie  aitcT-f  Bills, 
to  the  Imperial  treafury.  The  remittance  or  this  amourit  has  beea 
IsDown  to  caufe  fo  great  a  Icaitity  of  moAey^  that  many  (>er(ons» 
pofl^fled  of  even  large  property,  hav:e  incurred  diflicultles,  in'de« 
ff aying  their  douicftic  expences«  Though  the  maritime  commerce 
tf  Bengal  doea.  not  mmntain  the  vigor  which  accompanied  it,  whilfl: 
As  Europeans. Wece  confined  to.the  cbail?  of  Iiidia,  and  exercifed 
fimply  the  profeflion,  of  m^ni^nts^  a  brifk  aiid  important  trade 
is  yet  cavfied  on  at  calcut|su    The  aidvantageous  tfaac  that  fub«> 


•  ♦  Thj«  Praw9.4ic4.  A.  T>,  1,707. 
.    f  A  crore,  ol  rupees,  or  million, ftalin^  tMS  bseo  fent  io.th«  coivie  «f  one  jear. 
irom  £cB^  ta  Deloi* 

fifted 
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ftftcd  formerly'' bttween  this  pdrr  and  Pegue,  iBiam,  and  tKe  Malay- 
iflands,  nowifeeWy  remains ;  and,:unlefs  fomc  favourable  change  is  * 
fpeedily  efBefled,  bears  the  appearance  of  a  total  failure.  Though  ^ 
thcfe  branches  of  commerce,  filver  bullion,  gold-duft  and  precious  > 
ftones,  were  introduced  into  Bengal  j  from  whence,  in  return » 
raw  and  wrought  filks,  coarfe  cotton  cloths,  opium,  and  iait  petrc,- 
were  exported.  It  hath  alfo  been  altedged,  that^  within  thefe  late; 
years,  the  maritime  trade  of  Bengal  has  received  a  check  from  an 
elnbai^o,  or>  what  is  tantamount,  an  exceflive  high  duty  laid  on  the ' 
importation  of  foreign  fait.  This  reftriflion  has  reduced  the  number  1 
of  (hips,  and  leflened  the  coiiiidbrable  exportation  of  grain,  whKrh, 
tl^fore  that  period,  annually  took  place  at  the  port  of  Calcutta ':« 
y^,  thoughit  mzf  have  injured  the  exterior  commerce,  the  revenue:. 
ojF  the  Ganges  fait  has  been  increafcd,  by  this  reilri£tiob,  to  an^ 
amount  never  produced  at  any  former  period*  It  is  painful,^per-.* 
Iv^  not  juft,  to  expatiate  oirthe  defers,  or  the  misfortunes  of  a* 
country,,  and. ;hDld>lliem.tmt  to  public  view.;  Without  propofing: 
remedies  fpr  the.iHarthit  dce;exhibited: :  The  ficsnitiiiels  of  my  local . 
kaiowledge,  will  only  permit.oic:.te  fay,  than  as^  the  welfare  of  the  ^ 
Britiflx  domiiiiqn  In  Iiidia,'  ultimately  dlepetids  on  the  profperity  of* 
BengaU  no  labour  fhculd  be  tiipngUiri(fofiif,ino  rational  plan  kftl 
untried,  which  jmay  iigpt^oire  its  iB^enxie^' or  entourage  .its  trade.  ^  I 
On  the  29th  of  May  I  arrived  at  Berhampore.  In  this  canton- 
ment, which  is  large  and  commodious,  ar^  ftetfoiied  three  regi- 
ments of  fepoys,  and  a  baltalioA  of  Europeans,    On  the  15th  'of, 

June, 
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J}UM>  nuide  an  excurfion  to  Moorediedabad^  and  it*s  environs,  that 
I  might  view  the  theatre  on  which  thofe  interefling  fchemes  had 
been  digitated,  which,  after  a  feries  of  intrigue  and  blood* fhed»  ad- 
vanced the  Englifti  to  the  dominion  of  a  wealthy  kingdom. 

At  the  diftance  of  a  mile  below  the  city,  and  on  the  oppofite 
bank  of  the  river,  ftands  the  burying  place  of  Ali  Verdy  Khan., 
known  alfo  in  India  by  the  name  of  Mahobut  Jung;  a  man,  who, 
by  his  abilities  as  a  foldier  and  a  ftatefman^  raifed  himfelf  from  a 
private  condition,  to  the  Subahdarry  of  Bengal.  He  maintained  an 
obftinate  war  with  the  Mahrattas^  for  the  fpace  of  eight  years,  and 
was,  after  an  obftinate  ftruggle^  obliged  to  cede  to  them  the  dif- 
tricts  of  Kuttack. 

Not  far  from  the  tomb  of  Mahobut  Jung,  lies  interred  hist 
nephew,  Serajc-ud-Dowlah,  well  known  in  Englifli  hiftory,  by  hisi 
capture  of  Fort  William^  and  afterwards,  confining  the  unfortu^t 
nate  garrifon  in  a  4:16fe  dungeon ;  where  moft  of  them  died  from 
the  feverity  qf  their  fituation.    The  fate  of  this  young  man  was 
fimilar  to  that  of  many  an  Eaftern  Prince ;  of  fuch,  efpecially,  who 
experience  a  revcrfe  of  fortune* — Ser^je-ud-Dowlah  was  betrayed 
by  Meer  Jaffier,  at  the  battle  of  PlalTey,  and  afikiimated  a  ihort. 
time  after,  by  his  order.     Were  the  conduft  of  Meer  Jaffiier  to  be- 
tried  by  the  law  of  natural  aiFeftjons,  or  by  the  rules  of  private 
honor,  it  muft  appear  tainted  with  a  die  of  deep  hue.     Mahobut 
Jung,  thinking  to  fecure  to  his  fucceffor  the  attachment  of  Meer 
Jaffier,  beftowed  on  this  officer,  the  higheft  office  of  Government, 

Vol,  L  B  with 
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with  his  ixfter  in  marriage ;  and  on  his  death  bed^  in  the  mod  Mt> 
neft  manner^  defivered  tlie  young  Nabob  to  his  tutelage  and  pro^ 
te£)ion«  Mahobut  Jung  fhould  have  known,  from  fuccefsfuK 
experience,*  that  no  ties  arc  fufficiently  coercive  to  reftrain  th^ 
wild  force  of  ambition ;  particularly  that  fpecies  of  it  found  in  an 
Afiatic  bread,  which  is  ktn  to  break  down  every  fence. 

The  MoUahs,  \ybo  are  employed  heie  to  offer  up  their  prayers 
for  the  dead,  faid,.  that  the  widow  of  Seraj&*ud-Dowlah,  frequentlye^ 
comes  to  this  maufoleum,  and  performs  certain  ceremonies  of 
mournings  in  memory  of  her  decea&d  hufband.  Moore(hedabad^ 
which  now  bears  ^  various  marks  of  poverty  and  decay,  an  evi* 
clent  refiilt  of  the  removal  of  the  (eat  of  Government,  is  a  city  o£ 
BO  old  date  ^  as  the  refidence  of  the  fubahs  of  Bengal,  who^  not 
many  years  ago^  kept  their  court  at  Rajjah  Mhal,  about  one  hua« 
dred  miles  fiuther  up  the  river.  The  preient  Subahdair^  Mubaricfe* 
vd-pDowlah^  grandfiDn  of  Meer  J^ffier,  and  fon  of  the  Nabob- 
Afirun,  who  was  faid  to  have  been  killed  by  lightening,  receives  air 
annual  ftipend  of  fixteen  lacks  of  rupees,  from  the  Company's  trea*^ 
iury :  having  never  been  veiled  with  the  powei?,  or  poifefied  of  aa 
Spiring  temper,  he  is  the  lefs;  reliefs,  in  his  prefent  (ituation.  As 
l3ie  Britiih  nation,  in  the  acquifition  of  their  polTeflions  in  Bengal^, 
bave  b^n  materially  aided,,  by  the  family  of  Mubarick*ud-Dow*-» 
lah^  they  (hould  not,  from  any  narrow  fcheme  of  ceconom}^  recede 

*  He  had  made  a  Tuccersful  ure,.to  his  atuUuQcnt  of  power,  of  the  vajrlous  iuftrumentt* 
•f  intrigue  and  treachery*. 

from. 
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«from  their  engagements  with  this  prince^  who,  thbugh  flattered  by 
•^e^moft  indulgent  attention,  muft  ftill  have  mortifying  moments, 
anlefs  he  U  wholly  bereft  of  the  fenfe  of  feeling,  or  the  faculty  of 
-refleftion.     No  buildings  of  note  are  feen  in  the  city  of  Moore- 
Hiedabad :  that  which  moft  attra£):s  the  attention,  is  the  cenfetery 
^f  Meer  Jaffier,  his  begum,  and  the  Nabob  Mherun  :  *  few  things 
are  more  efficacious,  in  repreffing  or  mocking  vanity,  of  which  af* 
feftion  fo  ample  a  fhare  has  fallen  to  our  lot,  than,  difpaffionately, 
to  view  the  repofitory  of  thofe  who  in  their  lives  have  been  tferftied 
great  men,  who,  '^  before  they  fhuffled  off  this  mortal  coll,"  in- 
flamed by  pride,  avarice,  ambition,  thought  empires  too  narrow 
for  their  fcope,  and  that  mankind  were  only  created  to  become 
the  inftruments  of  their  mad  defires :  thefe  once  towering  crea- 
tures,  are  now,  per  force,  lodged  in  very  knoderate  apartments^ 
where  their  turbulent  fchemes  flcep  in  qtiict,  and' their  names 
are  often  buried  in  their  alhes. — A  tomb  is  one  of  thofe  few 
appendages  of  a  great  man,   in  the  pofleffion  of  which  noiic 
invy  him. 

On  the  23d  of  J«ne,  1  embarked  in  a  boat  at  Moorefhedabad, 
and  with  a  frefh  cafterly  wind,  failed  tip  the  river  about  30  miles. 
The  boatmen^  generally  Hindoos,  faften  the  boat  to  the  ftiore^in 
the  evening,  that  they  may  eat  and  refrelh  themfelves  ;  it  not 
being  the  ufage  of  their  fe6t  to  prepare  vi£luals  on  the  water.' 

•  I  have  been  alio  informed  that  Mhisrun.  was  interred  at  Rajemhal.    It  Is  n5t  ufual 
among  tiht  Mahometans  to  ere£l  cenotaphs. 

B  2  24th.— 
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5r4th. — I  faw  tbe  village  qf  Juxigypoce  on  tfae*eaftem'fh6rei' 
where  the  Company  have  eftabliflied  a  fafloryi  fo^  the  4aiafiufBO-;' 
ture  of  mw-filkr    This  day  our  courfe  was  about  twcmy  miks* 

25th. — Entered  th§-  uiaia  br^pch  of  the  Gdnges  :— here  th»^ 
river  aJSbrds  a  fpacioufi!  view,  whtch^  is^  terminated,  at  the  extremity 
of  a  long  reach,  by  a  vifta  of  the  hills  above  Rajah  Mbz]y  extend* 
iQg,  in  a  regular  chain ,  to  the  northrweft.    The  Ganges,  which  at 
Sooty/^  is  full  four  miles  acrofs,  was  that  day  roughly  agitated  by  a 
ilrQng  wind,  whiqhh^^ying.th^  waters  int»  a  ihort  breaking  wave/ 
gave  it  the  appearance  €^  an  arm  of  the  fea*  The  riches  of  Bengal, 
with  a  large  portion  of  the  convenieocy  of  it*s  inhabitants,  are,  in 
an  ^flentlal. degree,  derived  frpm  this  river,  which,  with  its  numer* 
oos  branches  flowing  through  md  inlerfe^ing  an  extenfive  fpace  of^ 
country,  tranfports  fpeedily,  and  at -a  moderate  expence,  the  various  * 
product  of  diftri£ls,  towns,  and  villages,  to  places,  where  they  are. 
immediaitely  confumed,  or  collected  for  the  fapply  of  more  diftant- 
marts.  .  The  Ganges  alfo  affords  a  grand  aid  to  the  Englifh,  in  al^ 
military  operations  within  their  own  territory  ;  whilft  tlieir  armies! 
on  the  Coromandel  and  Malabar  Coafts,  are,  from  a  want  of  pro- ^ 
vifions  and  ammunition,  cramped  and  impeded  in  their  motions; 
and  are  freqjuently,  for  the  obtainmcnt  of  thefe  fupplies,  compelled  ? 
to  retreat,  on  the  moment  of  reaping  the  full  fruits  xaf  viiloiy.' 
Bat|  the  Beng^  armaments  are  furnifhed,  from  their  (lore  boats, ' 

*  A  village  near  the  head  of  the  Cai&mbaxar  iriver. 

vlth 
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with  every  equipment;  and  the  Europeans  enjoy,  in  their  camps, 
even  the  iumries  of  life. 

Ih  the  evening,  arrived  at  Rajah  Mhal,  a  former  refidence  of 
tomt  of  the  Bengal  fabahdars.    Ati  Verdy  Khan,  in  the  beginmng 
of  his  adminiflration,  which  commertced  in  1742,  removed  t^  feat 
of  GovernmeAt  from  this  place  to  Moor^edabad*    I  couM  not- 
karn  the  caufe  of  this  preference  i  although  not  deficient  in  ea«> 
quiry.   The  natives  of  India,  are  not  much  addicted  to  curious  in* 
veftigation,  and  are  generally  inattentive  to  the  hiftory  of  their  own 
<;ountry.    It  would  feem  that  their  chief  happinefs  is  centered,  in' 
enjoying  the  pre&nt  hour,  which  at^orbs  every  retrofpefl  of  ihc 
pafty  and  care  of  the  future.  Their  pleafures  are  even  indolent  and^ 
languid,  and  partake  of  the  mild  influence  of  their  climate^  and  the 
eafy  produce  of  a  fertile  foil    Ali  Verdy  Khan  probably  removed 
his  capital  to  Moorfhedabad,  that  he  might  keep  a  more  'vigihint 
watch  over  the  a£tions  of  the  Englifh>  whom,  it  was  faid,  he  fear- 
ed ;  and  alio  more  conveniently  profecute  the  war  againft  the* 
Mahrattas,  who  had  invaded  his  country ,^  on  the  fide  of  the  Kut- 
tack.     Rajah  Mhal  bears  at  this  day  an  impoveri(hed  afptti  ;  and 
were  it  not  for  the  heaps  of  ruins  intcrfperfed  through  the  town 
and  its  environs,  which  have  now  mouldered  into  a  ftate  of  deep 
decay,  it  would  be  difficult  to  difcover,  that  this  place  had  been, 
fo  lately,   the  principal  city  of  a  powerful  and    opulent  chiefs 
Sauntering  amongft  the  ruinei  building  ,  I  ftrayed  into  a  fmall  gar- 
den adjo^nin^  the  bank  of  the  river  j  where  perceiving  an  old  man, 

eniployed 
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-employed  in  digging,  I  entered  into  a  converfatioiiwithliim.  Hap^ 
pening  to  be  more  intelligent  than  the  commofti  dafs,  and  agrce^ 
«bly  to  tlic  period  of  his  life,  very  narrative,  he  afforded  me  tnuch 

^nwxCemtrit  in  his  relation  and  remarks.     This  old  Cicerone  oly- 

• 

ferved,  that  the  ^ry  4pot  which  he  was  then  cultivating,  was  the 

'lite  of  the  Nobet  Ohah  ^  or  the  niufic-hall  of  the  old  palace ;  and 

that  within  his  recoUe^lon,  a  capacious  garden  had  extended  ki 

front  of  his  little  indoftire,  which  the  Ganges  had  now  fwe^t 

aw^y.    The  inftability  of  the  monuments  of  human  grandeur  can- 

'  aiot,  In  any  region  of  the  g^iobe,  I  apprehend,  be  more  faithfully, 

or  more  grievoufly  exemplified  than  at  Rajah  Mhal  ^  yet  I  miifl 

"^exclcide  from  this  range  of  ruins-  the  convenient  and  hoipitabje 

'  houfe  of  Mr.  Cleveland,  which  formed  a  part  of  the  Subahdaf^s 

palace.  .      , 

On  the  26th,  pafled,  with  a  frefh  eafterly  wind,  the  vUlage  of 
Bickergully,  (where  a  heavy  fwell  had  nearly  overfet  the  boat)  alid 
ohferved  near  it  a  neat  building,  which  had  been  erefled  by  Mr. 
Cleveland^  for -the  accomodation  of  paflengers. 

27th. — Saw  the  town  of  Pointee,  near  which,  on  an  eminence, 
iftands  an  Hindoo,  or  Mahometan  manfion ;  and  a  mofque,  now 
apparently  in  difufc.  Adjacent  to  thefe  buildings,  a  monument  has 
been  raifed  to  the  memory  of  a  Mr.  Middleton,  who  died  there,  on 
his  journey  to  Calcutta :  thefe  objefts  would  not  prehaps  defer ve 
notke,  did  they  not  prefent  pifturefgue  land-marks.     ^ 

28th.— the  wind  being  light,  and  the  current  ftrong,  the  men 

were 
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wen  obliged  to  track  the  boat.  Thefe  two  lall  days  we  proceeded 
^ly  about  thirty  miles.  An  evident  danger  is  incurred  by  ap» 
proaching  the  banks  of  the  Ganges  during  the  latter  Tafon  of  the 
rain^  from  their  frequently  falling,  being  of  great  height  in  many^ 
places,  and  chiefly  ccHiipofed  of  loofe  foil^  the  weight  of  earth. -dc^ 
icending  on  a  boat,  would  undoubtedly  deftroy  it- 

29th. — At  noon,  arrived  at  Joingherah,  a  ftnall  cocky  iHand^oik 
which  (lands  a  feminary  of  Hindoo  mendicants^  and  on  one  a£  the 
fides  are  feen  fome  figures  of  very  ancient  iculpture.  A  long  line 
cf  hills,  running  from  the  {outh--eaft  to  the  nortib-wefl:,  forms.bere^ 
a  beautiful  termination  of  a  broad  nnge  of  the.  rivers  k  has  beo» 
faid,  that  Seraje-ud-Dowlakwas  afiaflinafed  at  Jun^erah,  wbitiicr 
he  had  fled,  for  ihetter  from  the  pur&it  of  Mtct  Ja&r ;  but  it 
ihould  feeffl  more  probable^  that  he  was  apprehended  near  liiis 
place,  and  carried  to  Moorefhedabad*^ 

This  day,  ol^erved  the  frame  of  a  WelU  built  of  bf ick^.  tiiat 
ftood  in  the  middle  of  the  ftream,.  withjta  wail  in  pei!fe£t  coi:di* 
tiion»  full  fifteen  ftct  above  the  furface  of  the  waten  U  moft  have 
pertained  to  fome  village^  bordering  on  the  Ganges  s  now  deftro]^' 
ty  the  encroachment  of  if  s  flood* 

Proceeded  this  day,  about  35  miles,  ami  in  the  evening,  faw 
Mongheer^  where  I  arrived  the  next  day.    The  fort  is  in  a  decayed 
condition,  as  well  as  the  private  buildings,,  which  are  uninhabited*. 
The  fituation,  which  occupies  a  flat  of  great  extent  towards  tfie« 
weflwardj,  and  has  th&  Ganges  on  the  north^Js  equally  well  choica 
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for  defence,  and  conveniency.    One  of  the  angle  baflions  commands 
a  beautifully  winding  view  of  the  river,  which  is  clofed  by  a  range  * 
of  diftant  hills.     It  appears   that  the  prefent  fort  of  Mongheer . 
was  built  by  Sultan  Shujah,  the  fecond  fon  of  Shah  Jehan,*  who- 
governed  the  provinces  of  Bahar  and  Bengal,  and  was  held  in  high, 
eftimation  by  the  natives,  for  his  liberality  and  equitable  admini-- 
ftration.    As  fome  relation  of  Sultan  Shujah,  (efpecially  of  the  lat- 
ter period  of  his  life,  which  was  involved  in  a  feries  calamity)  may ' 
excite  your  attention,  and  enable  me  to  offer  up  a  tribute  of  pity  to 
the  memory  of  an  unfortunate,  but  gallant,  prince,  I  will  lay  it  be- 
fore you,  agreeably  to  the  memoirs  of  M .  Bernier,  one  of  the  moft 
accurate  and  ingenious  writers,  on  the  hiftory  of  Hindoilan. 

After  the  battle  of  Alhabad,  in  which  he  had  been  worded, 
Sultan  Shujah  retired  into  the  interior  parts  of  Bengal,  with  his 
army,  where  he  made  a  vigorous  ftand  againft  the  arms  of  the  Em*. 
pcrOT.'f  Bernier  fays,  "  There  remained,  now,  no  other  thorn  in 
"  the  fide  of  Aurungzebc,  than  Sultan  Shujah,  who  ftill  main- 
**  tained  bimfelf  in  Bengal  5  but  he  was  at  length  forced  to  yield 
^  to  the  power  and  fortune  of  his  brother. 

^*  Amir  KumIa,J  by  the  numerous  bodies  of  troops  that  had 


*  This  Prince  caufed  a  brood  and  deep  trench  to  be  cut  from  the  river  tq  the  hills,  very 
(perceptible  traces  of  which  are  now  to  be  feen)  for  the  more  effedually  defending  this 
f6tk  againft  the  attack  of  Aurungzebe's  army,  which  had  purfued  him  from  the  upper 
parts  of  the  country. 

f  Aurungzebe. 

%  The  Officer  commanding  the  expedition  againft  Sultan  ^hujah. 

'  "  joined 
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"  joined  him,  was  enabled  to  hem  in  the  army  of  Sultan  Shujah, 
^  on  both  fides  of  the  Ganges,  and  to  compel  that  prince  to  feek 
"  refuge  at  Dacca,  a  town  fituate  on  the  extremity  of  Bengal,  to- 
^'  wards  the  fca  fide  5  and  here,.enfues  the  conclufion  of  the  tragedy. 
"  The  Sultan  Shujah,  being  deftitute  of  (hips  to  put  to  Tea,  and 
"  not  knowing  whither  to  fly,  fent  his  eldeft  fon.  Sultan  Banque, 
"  to  the  King  of  Racan,*  or  Mug,  who  was  of  Heathen  religion, 
*'  to  know,  whether  he  might  be  permitted  to  take  (belter  in  his 
"  country,  for  a  certain  time,  and  when  the  monfoon,  or  pertodi- 
^*  cal  winds  (hould  fet  in,  whether  he  could  be  furnifhed  with  a 
**  veflfel,  to  carry  him  to  Mecca,  from  whence  he  intended  pa(fing 
"  into  fomc  part  of  Turkey,  or  Perfia.  Sultan  Banque  returned  to 
«  Dacca,  with  finnc  galleaflfes,  manned,  with  Feringhis,  I  mean,  thofe 
^'  fugitive  Portugacfe  chriftians,  who  had  entered  into  the  fervice  of 
"  the  King  of  Racan,  and  were  employed  in  no  other  bufinefs 
**  thap  ravaging  the  lower  parts  of  Bengal.  The  young  man  re- 
"  porting  to  his  father,  that  he  had  been  kindly  received,  and  had 
"  full  afltirances  of  proteftion,  and  afliftance  given  him  ;  Sultan 
^^  Shujah,  with  his  family,  con(ifting  of  three  fons,  daughters,  and 
"  their,  mother,  embarked  at  Dacca.  On  their  arrival  at  Racan, 
"  they  were  treated  with  much  civility,  and  provided  with  fucli 
neceflaries,  requi(ite  for  their  fubfiftence,  as  the  country  afford-^ 
ed  J  in  the  name  of  the  King.     Some  months  pafs  away,  the 

*  Moce  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  A>mcaa«      * 
Vol.  I.  C  "  feafon 


<c 


<c 
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"  feafon  of  the  favorable  winds  alfo  approach,  but  ik^  qientloa  is 
'*  miide  of  the  veflel,  tbopgh  the  Sultan  required  it^  pn  uo  other 
**  terms  than  die  payment  of  the  hire,  for  he,  yet,  wanted  not  ru- 
**  pees  of  gold  and  filver,  or  g^ms.— ^He  had,  indeed,  too, great  a 
^'  plenty  of  theoi^  bis  wealth  ^being^  in  all  appearanqs,  the  caufe  of 
^^  his  ruin»  or^at  leaft»  contributing  much  to  it.  ,  This  prince 
"  might  long  enough  have  folicited  for  a  ihip  ^  all  was  in  vain  ;  he 
effedltd  nothing. — dOn  the  contrary >  the  King  beggnto  (hew 
great  coldnefs,  and  to  complftin  of  bis  not  coming  to  fee  him« 
I  know  not  whether  Sultan  Shujah  thought  it  unworthy  of 
^^  himfelf,  and  too  great  a  condefcimfion  to  vidt  this  King ;  or 
*'  rather^  whether,  he  feared,  that  being  in  the  power  of  their 
^^  chief,  his  perfon  might  be  feized  on,  for  the  purpoie  of  plunder- 
•*  ing  his  treafure*  and  that  he  himfelf  might  be  delivered  into  the 
^'  bands  of  Amir  Kumla^  who  had  off(;red,  in  the  name  of  Au- 
^*  rungzebe»  large  fum^  of  money,  with  other  confiderable  advaA- 
}^  tages,  for  obta'ming  th&  p<^eflion  of  this  unfortunate  family. 

"  Whatever  mi^t  have  been  the  caufe.  Sultan  Shujah  did 
'<  not  go  thither,  but  fent  his  el^eft  fbn  ;  who,  on  approaching 
"  the. dwelling  of  the  King,  began  to  diiplay  his  liberality  to  the 
•*  people,  by  throwing  amongft  them  a  ccmfiderable  quantity  of 
**  rupees  of  gold  and  filver,  and  when  he  came  before. the  King,  lie 
"  prefented  him  with  rich  embroideries,  and  rare  pieces  of  gold- 
**  fmith*s  work,  fet  with  precious  ftones  of  great, value;  excufing 
"  at  the  fame  time,  on  account  of  fome  illnefs,  his  father,  in 

"  whole 
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•*  whofe  name  he  had  now  to  entreat,  that  the  fhip,  which  had 
•'  been  protnifed,  rtiighH  be  held  in  readirtefs.  Bttt,  all  that  the 
**  Prince  had  done,  had  not  advanced  Ma  bafinds  ;  on  the  con- 
«  trary,  this  King,  in  thi^coajfedil  five  ^' fix  days  after,  made  a 
**  demand  of  one  of  the  daughten  ^  Sttlttti  Shujah,  in  mtxtia^ 
**  in  which  the  father  refolving  never  to  acquiefcc*  the  Kii^be^ 
"  came  hi^ly  offended. 

'*  Sultan  Shu^ah'  fdeing  the  feStfoti  for  fatting  had  paBed  a*raf, 

''  and  pei'cetying  the'fituMidn  in  which  he  was  then  placed  was  a 

^  defperate  one,  determined'  on  p^uFniing  equally  dcQ>eriCe.'niea^ 

*'  futes,  and  undW'tydk-thc  peHbrniarfce  6^  an  action,  which  di<r^ 

'*  affottl  a  grdat  eianiple  of'  the  tffom  of  dtfpsAr:    Aklyngh  thi& 

'*  King-6f  Radan,  in  hii  ^tfigidHf  is  a'  PE^aOi'thore^  ait  maxif 

**  Mahometans,  mix^  With  t!hie  pec>ple,  who  hairc  etsher  cho&n  t6 

**  retail  itmongflf  ttieih,  of  hal*e  betn  Miflttted  bjrthe  Pottngnefe 

^  befcHt  -  ibentioned,   hi  ^Mr  'ex|)«difions  to  xhe  ndj^ifaoiiiang 

"  co^fU;    9ibhaft''9hi:^Mk  Ibctsety  §ihfBd  thofe  men,  ^whom:  he 

**■  ]b\ifM  with  t«ro>  6r  threes  KundMi  o§  iiis  own  ^wn  people;  the 

^  rcrMmet'^  thofe  mh^  fotl^ed  hka  fbom  Bengal ;  and  with 

**  this 'force  "he  fefolved  fe  ^^J4«e  the  hoefe  of  the  King,  put  his 

'^  fsBoMf  to  th(f  ^c^d^  and  nM^e  hMfiAl  fovetcign  of  the  comttrjr. 

^*  This  bold  atttmpit,  which  ¥«>fttft6(ed  rkon  the  entevprizs  of  a 

^  defpenaffo,  than  that  of  af  piJadent  tti*ft,  yei,  Had,  Iram  4hBr  irt- 

^  t^rgence  I  coflefted  f roitt  niafiy  "Mirftetenien,  ^Mtnguefe,  and 

**  Hc^anders,  whO'  weife  then  on-  ifke  fpeC,  a  eeriaiii  feafibslity  iii 

C  2  "it. 
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*<  it.  But  the  day  before  die  blow  w«' to  te  glvetf^/ ft  diicofeiy 
^'  was  made  of  the  defign^  which  altogetiier  ruined  the  a&irs  of 
'*  Sultan  Shujah^  and  involted  in  it  the  de(|ru£t4on ^  bi»  family. 
^^'  Por^  after  this  failure»  having  no  further  hope  of  retrieving  his 
'^  fortune^  he  endeavoured  to  e^pe  into  Pegu  ^  a  puupoTe^  in  a 
^'  manner  impoffible  to  be  eflS}6led»  by  reafon  of  Ae  vaft  moim- 
*^  tains  and  forefts  that  lay  in  the  way  i  befidee,  they  pmfoed  him 
.*'  fi>  dofely^  that  he  was  overtaken,  the  fame  day  on  whick  he 
^*  Aed.  It  may  be  wdl  imagined,  that  Sultan  Shujah  defendect 
^  himfelfi  with  the  raoft  ob(Hnate  courage*  The  number  of  Bar-^ 
**  fearians  that  fell  under  his  fvrord  will  fcarcely  be  credited  ;  but 
^^  at  length;  overpowered  by  the  multitude  of  his  oiemies,  be 
^  was  forced  to  quit  the^comfaat*  Sultan  Bonque^  who  had  not 
^'  advanced  as  far  ^  his  father^  fought  like  ^  Ibn,  untU  covered 
^  with  thet)loQd  <^  the  woiinds  he  recdved  horn  the  ftones,  that 
^'  had  been  fhoWered  upoli  hira  from  all  iides^  he  was  ieized  on^ 
^^  and  cat^ried  >awa^»  wkh  bis  mother^  two  young  brothers,  and 
^'  his  fifters.  AU  that  could  be  learned  of  the  fate  of  Sultan  Shu«. 
^  jab^himfelf,  was,  that,  accompanied  by  one  womany  an  eunuch^ 
^'  and  two  other  perfons,  he  afcended  the  top  of  a  mountain  ^ 
^^  that  he  wd5  wounded  on  the  head  with  a  ilone,  which  ftruck 
'^  him  down  ;  but  that  the  eunuch  hw^g  bomid  up  the  wounds 
^  with  his  own  turban,  he  aroie  again,  and  efcaped  into  the  midft 
•*  of  the  woods.  This  relation  I  have  heard  recounted  in  many 
^l  di&i;eot  v«ays,  hy  Jthplfe  .^v(Ew  tl^t  .w#e^Q^  tijq  ^t^,  which  gave 

«  rife 


T«is-iwrii»r<-.a,ftfir  giving  ^  detmlof  tb^mw^  aw;ye6luw8>  that 
wece  fomuad  ofitjrb^  £«te  of  SuUm  .Shj^^hf  mwtipns»  jd^ajt  he  tfa- 
vellad .  finepi.  Jcngsil.  to  Mah^J^9imi  iwHh.  su^  ,«viniuch  .f)fj  .(hat 
Pmoce*  and'  ktfi  former  opmm^ddot  of^artUi^ry,;  vyho  t;^..hun 
that  Sukaa  $kuj^  was.  d.ead>  but  obfervcd  a  iiri£k  referve  in  coed« 
murucating.«By;fartber.inf(»-mftt«Mnt.  Mt.  Ber/iier  fnppofef^  tb^i^  if 
SultantShi^ah  was  not  flain,  on  the.j^e.of  a£Uon,  he  muft  t^fve 
cUed,  fisoa  after ;  fatlingiekhsrioto.  the  hand?  pf  robhers,  of  a  pifejp 
to  the  wild  beads,  with,  which.  the.£ore0»  of  that,  country  abound. 

SoBsstipEtiTLV  totUS' event,  the  reasinijn^  bra^l^  ..pf ,  the 
&imly  were  thrown  into  |icirQi^  where  thsy  were  ^rested  with  m«fcl» 
mdends (..bat  after  ifaiae  time,  Bemiterfaysi  they .motiivfd^iiQildep 
treatment,  whidi  was  chiefly  cauTed  by  the  marri^.  of  0tG  eldeA 
daughtecof:  Sultan  ^ht^,  wtththeiK'mg  of  Hacap. .  Thf  l^ael 
o£  this  «vestf:  f^iforth*  that,  thefeiyunt^  .pf  the  Su|t«n  JB^que 
were  diibovaed  in  forming,  another  <;oiQipiEacy»  with  thofe  Maho- 
metanSk.  whoJurre  been  already  n^tieod,.  and  tha^t  the  King  being 
now  violently  exafperated  againft  this  unfortaoate  family*  ordered- 
it-  to  be  extirpated  ;  nor  did  any  branch  remain,  excepting  the 
Princels,  .whfuaiic  had  efpoufed.*  . 
*  Cassum 

*  I  have  been  the  more  iuduced  to  in(ert  this  relation  of  the  fate  of  Sultan  Shujah, 
» it 'places  the  contbfton  of 'ftcufibus  lftA0riCiil''paffii^,  in  a  poiotof  vi«w><USiM'eat 

from 
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Cassum  All  Khan,  in  the  laft  years  of  his  government,  retired 
to  the  fort  of  Mongheer,  and  aftuated  by  a  keen  refentment  againfl: 
t?he  Englifh,  for  their  extenfive  encroachments  on  his  authority, 
and  the  commerce  of  his  country,  he  formed  the  plirl  of  throwing 
off  theii-  yoke,  and  annihilating  their  influence  in  BengaL  In  ad- 
dition io  thefe  motives,  he  was  urgently  incited  to  the  attempt  by 
the  officers  of  his  court  and  army,  who  were  neceflkrily  alarmed 
at  thfe  diminution  of  thfcir  power  and  lucrative  appointments- 
Artteiigft  the  fbremoft  of  thefe,  wc  find  the  Armenian  Khojali 
Orcgore,  who,  contrary  to  the  ufage  of  his  country-men,  had  af- 
fumcd  the  profeflion  of  arms,  and  had  rifen  to  high  rank  and  con- 
fidence, in  the  fervice  of  Caffum  Ali.  He  feems,'  with  Sumroo,  to 
have  borne  a  principal  part  in  the  war  agaitift  flie  Englifh,  which 
ultimately  involved,  as  is  well  knowri,  the  ruin  of  Caffum,  and 
the  deftruftion  of  the  Mahometan  dominion  in  Bengal.  Gregore 
alfo  loflr  his  life,  for  on  a  fufpicion  of  intriguing  with  thfe  Arme- 
tilkns  of  Calcutta' he  i\rSS  ctit  off,  pievioufly  to  the  expuMon  of  his 
mdfter.    With  Caffum  Afi ^  ended,  virtually, 'the  power  of  thfe 

fubahdars 

i  •  <  ' 

from  that  delcribed  by  a  late  writer  (Col.  Dow)  on  the  Empire  of  Hindooftin ;  whoy 
however  well-founded  his  claims  to  accuracy,  could  not  have  attained  the  poiTeffion  of 
more  authentic  documents,  than  a  perfon,  who  was  hiAMf  brought  forward  into  the 
auSion  of  the  day,  and  whofe  writings  for  the  (pace  of  more  than  loo  years,  have  borne 
the  teft  of  truth. 

♦  Caffum  Ali  Khan,  after  wandering  about  the  upRer. provinces,  and  foliciting  the 
aid  of  various  chiefs  againft  the  Englifh,  fought  protc(3ion  at  the  Court  of  Dehli,  He 
evinced  the  fame  intriguing  and  fanguinary  dilpolltion  in  domefiic  life,  as  had  marked 

his 
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fubahdaifB  of  J^i^al.  .Meer  Jaffifir>  In  bis  \ai(k  adminiftration, 
made  a  fee^lq  attempt  to  refume  bis  autbority,  but  it  foon  t«nni- 
nated  in  his  d^atb,  and  ^i  leaving  the  Englifh  th?  fupreme  fixUn  of 
dfx  exteofive  and  valuable  territory. 

I  fhould  be  ill  intitled  to  a  place,  even  amongil:  the  moA  tnto 
oWervers,.  did. I  not,,  before  I  quitjte^  this  part  of  the  coUQtJ^^ 
throw  my  mite  into  the  fund  of  gener^  applaule  which  has  beett 
bellowed  on  Mr.  (Cleveland.  This  gentlemm;!,  w:hom  I  never  fkw^ 
but  whoie  worths  loudly  proclaim  his  merit,  and  di^uft  his  praife, 
has  by  an  equitable  and  judicious  management  of  the  R^yah  Mhai 
and  fiaugIepQur4iftri^Sj  coafiderably  increafpd  the  number  of  in* 
habitants^  and  improvedi  as  well  as  facilitated,  the  coUeflion  of 
the  revenue.  The  inqreafe  of  population  is  confpicuoujQy  iieen  in 
the  dependency  of  Mongheer^  and  in  the  extenfive  m^rcats  of  that 
placcp  which  are  reforted  to. by  a  concouri^^  of-  various  traders.  He 
hath  alio  made  ftrenuous  exertions,  in  drawing  the  adjacent^ 
Mountaineers,  from  their  failnefles  to  the  plains.  Nor  have  his 
labours  failed  of  fuccefs^  Twelve  hundred  of  thefe  men  have  en« 
tered  into  our  fervice,  and  are  embodied  in  a  corps,  whioh  bears 
the  appearance  of  becoming  ufeful  to  the  ftate.     The  indulgent 

liis  public  chara£ler.  He  endeavoured,  it  is  faid,  to  fupplant  the  Minlfter  at  Dehli,  by 
an  offer  of  a  large  donation  to  the  King ;  and  he  is  accufed  of  murdering,  at  different 
times,  the  women  he  carried  with  him  from  Bengal.  At  his  death,  which  happened  at 
the  village  of  Kutwall,  in  1777,  the  Court  feizcd  on  his  eftate,  the  value  of  which 
was  con>puted  at  vng  tboujand  founds  ;— a  final]  refiduc  of  the  plunder  of  Bengal  and 
Bahar! 

treatment 
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treatment  (hewn  them  with  the  fuperior  advantages,  which  they 
derive,  muft  operate  as  powerful  inducements  to  their  brethren, 
in  following  fo  profitable  an  example.  The  depredations  of  thefe 
people  had,  at  former  periods,  rendered  the  paflage  of  the  roads 
in  that  quarter  fo  nnfafe,  that  efcorts  were  ftationed  at  certain 
pofts,  for  the  protection  of  travellers;  and  detachments  of  two 
and  three  battalions,  have  occafionally  been  fent  againft  the  fevage 
inhabitants  of  the  Bauglepour  hills ;  who  are  now  become  the 
guardians  of  a  country,  wUeh  they  had  long  wafted,  by  rapine 
and  bloodfhed. 

Mr.  Cleveland  has  eftabli/hed  fmall  buildings,  at  moft  of  the 
halting  places  within  his  diftrifts,  for  the  accommodation  of  tra^ 
vellers ;  and  the  natives  of  thofe  parts,  who  focm  to  have  profited 
Ify  the  condu6t  of  their  chief,  are  peculiarly  attentive  to  ftrangers. 
Such  have  been  rfie  advantages,  which  the  ftatc,  and  a  body  of 
people  have  derived,  from  the  public  fpirit,  and  the  benevolent 
clK>rt6  of  one  man!  But  his  reward  hath- been  bounteous  and 
complete.  He  hath  enjoyed  the  honour  of  exahing,  in  a  diftant 
land,  the  character  of  his  nation,  and  felt  (enfalions  which  tran* 
fport  the  mind  beyond  the  reach  of  fortune. 

On  the  3d  of  July,  I  left  Mongheer ;  and  arrived,  on  the  5th, 
at  Patna,  by  water.  This  city  is  fpacious  and  populous,  though 
much  fallen  from  the  importance  it  held,  during  the  refidence  of 
the  Subahdar  of  Bahar.  The  great  quantity  of  poppies  cultivated 
in  the  contiguous  diftrifls,  from  which  opium  of  an  excellent 

quality 
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qaalhjr  is  procbiced,  to^jeth^  with  exteafive  ialt-pctre  works,  have 
ienderodPatna  opul/ent,  aad  the  center  of  «a  extenfive  commccBc. 
The  diffcfwat  iiia(uifa6bire8:of  fitvec,  Imn,  and^ood^  «re  little 
inferun:  ia  this  dty,  to  thole  of  Europe ;  and  when  the  mde«  J 
xu£toi  iIk  tools,  with  die  fimplicity  of  the  process,  is  examin- 
ed, the  dq^r^'  dF  ddicacy  which  the  artifans  have  acquired  in 
their  6i«R|1  prc^ffions,'  muft  chaUe^ge  a  high  adiniratioo.  < 
.'  The  numeroos  ruins  of  public  and  private. edifices,  Mattered 
through  the  town  of  Patna,  aBii4ts  environs,  indicate  iaiiENnaer 
grandeur  and  iextcnt,  which  now  no  loDgpt  exift.  An  ancieot 
Bisie  of  this  place,  ftill  Jcnowii  to.£une  of  the  nirore.int^iigent 
inhad>itantt,  and  bearing  an  affinity  tp .6kat  g^ven,  by  Strabo.aad 
BBug,.  to  the  fi^iolBdicapilal  of  India,  has  fuggefted  ain  apiaiM, 
that.JE^Mlu  occupes  tibe  ^tuarion  of  die  celebrated  Pattbdt^s 
which  isi  fortfasr  lubfian^ed  by  die  geographical  obftrvations  ol 
Mb^  Rcniiri.<-^^*C\iiac£ty,  andtfaedefireof  thjB  moatDenUto  indulge 
a  mdandyoty  idea,  Jed  ok  .to  the  fpot,  where  the  Eqgliih  wctne 
maffiicred  by  the  otder  of  Caflhm  AIL  The  former  buildinga  ate 
lictiiovie^  and  a^  weH  piopordoned  monument  has  been  ere£ted  in' 
conEimemoration  of  that  dstadful  event,  duough  urithout  any-is- 
ftnpdoo.  Perhaps  it  had  been  confiftent  with  founder  pcdicy, 
that  no  .fiich  .mesiorial  had  been  fixed  i  but  as.  it  was  judged 
expedient  to  record,  thus  publicly,  an  aA  of  treacherous  cruelty, 
the  caitle,  I.think,  flMPld  Iwvc  boen  expl»i»ed. 

On  the  i3di  of  July,  I  left  Patna,  and  on  the  fame  day  arrived 
.Vol.  I,.  D  at 
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At  Musui^our,  the  xefiden«e  of  the  CoUt^^or  of  Tirlioot,  an 
eztenlive  diftrlA,  about  forty  miles  to  the. northward  of  Patna,  and 
producing,  a  revenue  of  aboqt  fix  and  a  half  lacks  of  rupees. 

In  the. neighbourhood  of  Muzufierponr,  an  a£Upn  W9$. fought 
in  iy^o,  between  Mhedna*  the  eldeft  fon  of  Meer  Jaffid:,  afliAed 
by  the  Engli(h  troops,  and  Kadim  Hui&tn  Khan,  the  chief  of 
Purnea,  in  which  the  latter  was  defe^ed.  A  few  days  after  tht 
Engagement,  Mherim  died,  (Iruck,  it  was  faid,  by  lightening. 
The  father  believed  that  his  fan  had  been  cut  off  by  on  affiifiin, 
tad  he  loudly  accufed  CafTum  Ali  of  the  nmrder.  The  event 
having  removed  a  flrong  bar  to  Corn's  ambitkm,  and  there  alfo  ap* 
praring  ibme  fuipiciou^  cirood^ftances,  attendn^  tfae  alled^  caalc 
of  his  deadi,  Meer  Jaffier  may  be  jnftified  in  believing,  that  his  ion 
lud  been  taken  off,  l^  an  avowed  rival,  who  was  6en  at  a  fubfe* 
quent  period,  indulging  an  implacable  and  £uigttinary  temper. 

Ov  die  30th  of  July^  croffed  tiie  country,  and  went  to  Chop^ 
cab,  a  long  ftragglkbg  Jomi,  lying  on  tiie  northern  fide  of  the 
Gtu^ea,  about  twenty  milefc  above  Patna.  Choprah  is  the  r^ 
denoe  of  tfae  Colieftor  of  9arun  and  Champoilan.}  diftrids  yielding 
Ml  annual  revenue  of  fourteen  and  an  half  lacks  of  rupees.  The 
French  and  Dutch  hadt  fx^ants  at  dus  |[daae,  chiefly  for. die  pm> 
pole  of  manufa^dng  falt-petrc,  in  vrhicb  oominodi^  this  part  of 

•  This  letter  was  written  4brhig  like  Vrar«ritb  nttMDoan4.H<Jlaad,9rlMa-dMiil 
l^es  had  been  captored  hj  -the  £ogIiih. 


rORSTER'S    travels:  17 

Ac  country  profiifely'  afcoundJ.  It  is  not  uriworthy  of  notice  to 
remarft,  that  tRe''  Duftli,'  tKoiIgh  obliged  tb  purchafe  the  greater 
portioii^^f  thetr  crtidfe  ^dh-pctfre  from  the  EngUfh,  were  enabled  to 
fell  it  in 'its  puritwd'ftate,  at  a  lower  rate  than  that  manufa£hircd 
by'  tife  ^ii^ifli  ti^pany,  and  of  a  fuperior  quality.  Thiscom^ 
inefdlaV  aS^arttage,  may  be  afcnbed  to  the  rigid  fyftem  of  oecono- 
my  dfeifemif  by  tKc  Dutfcli  in  all  th«Ir  opctationj^  and  to  i  pcrfo* 
Vering  attention  to  bufineh,  with  whith  that  people  feeiji  conftii 
tutiondlly  endowed.  '  :  ^    /  :- 

Oii*  the  1 2th  of  Attg^ift,  left  Choprahf,  ittd  "on  the  17th  arrived 
trf  water  kt  BuxarJ  it  v^as  in  the  vicinity  of  this  place  that  Cailbrti 
All*,  jollied  by  Shiijah-ud-Dowiah,  with  the  whofe  of  thit  ft^ince*^* 
iarmy,  made  tils  laft  eftbrt  againft  the  arms  of  the  Englifti.  Tlic 
fuperioft"  nufe'bersi  of  the  eneiiiy  who  crowded  the  plains  of  "Buxarj 
availed  them  little,  when  oppofed  to  the  fmall,  but'weU  arrangecJJ 
aiid  determined  body  of  the  Englilli }  who  after  a  ftnart  aftion  of 
two  hotiirt,  completely' rbtltoi  the  combined  forces,  and  captured 
the' wHofe  of 'ilieir  artUfery.  This  a£lidn,  heretofore  lb  iimply 
ieCcnikd^  tai^  not  perhaps  niwy  been  adverted  to,  but  for  the  im- 
pute df'ixi'  da-neft  defire  of*  imprinting  anew  on  your  mcmofy, 
the  fervices  performed  on  that  day  by  the  Britiih  troops  j  to  whorfi 
their  cotintry  ihttds  Indebted  fdr  a  fingular  exaltation  of  it$ 
fame,  and  the  ac<iuifitio«  of  iblid  benefits. 

Tk^  fttft  of  BtiJtar,  which,  ^though  fmall,  is  yet  fufRcjently 
tenaUe  to  refift  the  common  attacks  cf  a  native  power,  ftands 

Da  on 
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Oh  the  exterior  limits  of  the  Bahar  province.  The  prefent  CoraV 
inandant  has  added  to  the  ftrength  of  the  fort  by  fome  late  imr 
provements  -,  and  for  a  more  extenfive  protection  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  adjacent  town,  he  has  encompafled  a  wide  fpace  to  the 
ealtward  of  the  fortifications,  with  a  rajnpart  and  ditch« 

The  curiofities  to  be  kicn  at  Buxar  are  few,  and,  excepting 
one,  not  worthy^of  enumeration.  But  this  one»  the  Hindoos  hold 
in  a  degree  of  eftimation  not  inferior  to  that  of  the  Neapolitans 
for  the  blood  of  Saint  Jamiariud,  or  thofe  of  Ibeir  faith  in  gene^ 
ml  for  the  holy  houfe  at  Loretto*  Theinottttment  in  queftion, 
which  is  cre61:ed  on  a  fmall  mount  ta  the  weftward  of  the 
fort,  is  faered  to  the  memory  cff  die  Gojd  Ram,  who  is  feen 
occafioh^Uy  Officiating  as  the  Mars  of  the  Hindoos ;  and  is  faid  to 
have  the  diredrion  of  war  and  victory.  It  would  appear,  that  Ram^ 
whilft  a  youth,  made  a  vifit  to  this  eminence,  and  tarried  on  it 
for  the  fpace  of  ftvtn  days,  where  ht  was  taught  from  fome  learned 
mafter  of  the  ^ieiKc^  the  art  of  manjging  the  bow,  and  wonder- 
ful were  his  feats  with  this  weapon  in  after  times :  indeed,  vfctc 
the  moft  moderate- of  them  to  be  recorded,  it  wottM  be  readfly  ad- 
mitted without  torturing  the  phrafe,  that  Ram  **  drew  a  long 
:•*  bow.'^ 

At  the  diftance  of  two  miles  to  the  weftward-of- Buxar,.  the 

Torin  Nullah,   a  rivulet  which  falls  into  the  Ganges,  terminates 

^the  province  of  Bahar,    and  divides  it  from  Benares,     Though 

the  CaramnaiTa  river,  from  being  of  greater  note  than  the  Nullab^ 

and 


and  running  cootiguoos  to  it,  is  g«nercdly  denominated  the  boun- 
dary. ..  Jn  croffing  tibi&  river  on  fervice,  the  officears  on  the  Bengal 
edial^ihinusnt  becoove  intitled  to  a  double  portions  of  their  ufual 
pay,  for,  .|he.  better  enabling  them  to  defray  the  extraordinary 
expences  i^^^rred  in  countries  far  diftaot  from  the  iea  coa^, 
and  wher£  European  articles,  from  the  charges  of  conveyjUK^  fell 
at  an  advanced  price. 

The  view  from  Buxar  into  the  Benares  fM-omce^  prefents^ 
icene  of  infinite  gratification  to. the  fenfe.  You  fee  an  extended 
plain  ikirted  by  a  broad  winding-  river,  ^and  ^ei^oened  with,  ex^ 
berant  fields  of  com,  groves  of  lofty  ipreading  treies,  and  Uxgft 
villages ;  the  whole  c{>mbines  in  it  fome  of  the  grand^  .obyefls  » 
nature,  and  imprefles  the  mind  whh  cheerfulnp^  9iid  Qontent^    . 

Left  Buxar  on  the  23d,  and  arrived  on  the  26th  at  Benares^ 
to  which  city  from  Mongheer,  the  diftance  by  water  is  about;  aS/t 
miles. 

In  the  relation  of  this  failing  excurfion  throu^  the  pcovince^ 
you  will  doubtlcis  fee  many  inaccuracies.  You  will  likewife  fee 
that  I;hayejt;oo  narrowly  circumfcribed  the  defcription  of  a  coun- 
try, whikh  with  a  fertility  that  conveys  the  idea  of  plenty,  aod 
national  fecurity,  holds  out  to  the  eye,  a  grand  and  various  ioope 
of  the.i^^fi;  beautiful  imagery. 

lam.  Pear  Sir, 

Yours,  &c,  &c. 

LET- 
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LETTER    IL         .    . 

Benares  i  ^oth  Sept  ember y  1782.' 
MY  BEAR  SIR, 

I  ,  I        .       \ 

JtIaVING  given  you  a  curfbry  detail  of 
niy  journey  from  Calcutta  to  Beftares,  with  the  remarks  that  oc- 
cui'ed  5  I  will  now  lay  before  you  the  refult  of.  my  enquiries  and 
obfirvations  at  this  ^laee.  Should  errors  aHfe  in  the  ihvcftiga- 
tion  of  a  fubjed^,  hitherto  flightly  difcullcti,  and;  'from  Its  exten- 
fiirc  variety,  perplexed  and' abftrufe,  I  mull  entreat  an  mdufgcnt 
eye  5  and  thpogh  miftfeikert  in  my  opinibtts,  I  prefume  ro  hope 
for  fohie  commendation,  were  it  only  for  endeavourmg  to  ad- 
iBimfter  a  rational  pleSslfarcf.  ' 

'  TttB  city  bi  Senares/fer  its  wealth,  cbftly  buildihgs,  and  the 
mmber  of  its  inhaWtants,  is  claffed  iii  the  firft  of  thofe  no\v 
Tc»aini«g  in  the  poflfeflion  of  the  ttlndoo^;  To  defbribe  with 
a  dtie  d^ee  df  pnecifioA  the  various  temples  dedicated  at  Be* 
nares,  tjodie  almoft  innumerable  deities,  and-  to  explain  the  ori- 
gin of  their  foundation  with  the  neceflary  arrangement,  would 
require  a  knbwle4st  far  fuperior  to  mine  in  the  myfterious  fub* 
je£i  of  Hindoo  Mythology,    It  is  at  this  day  enveloped  in  fuch 

deep 
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deep  obfcurlty,  that  even  thofe  pundits  the  xnoft  ikilfully  verfed 
ia  the  Sanfcrity*  are  not  able  to  render  it  moderately  compre- 
heniible  to  the  generality  of  people, 

But  as  ibme  rdlation  of  a  city  fo  famous  in  Hindooftan, 
and  now  fo  well  known  in  Europe  for  fupplying  one  of  the 
grand  fources  of  the  religious  worfhip  of  the  Hindoos,  and  being 
the  chief  repofitory  of  the  fdence  yet  exifting  among  them,  -may 
not  be  unacceptable  to  you,  togd:her  with  a  curfory  inveftigation 
«f  thfi  IV^ytbology  of  .Bnmha>  tbs  taflo  fliall  be  attempted  with 
attention  to  the  otjed^  and,  I  truft,  with  9  ficifi  adherm^e  to 
truth.  ( 

At  the  diftance  of  ei^t  miks  frpm  the  city  of  Benares^  ^as  it 
is  apfK-oadied  on  the  ri?er,  from;  the  e^hvafd^  the  ^  ts  attfaded 
by  the  view  of.  two  lofty  minarets^  which  wore  ereflcd  by  Au«- 
nmgzdbe,  on  the  foundation  of  an  ancient  Hindoo  temple,  dedi« 
cated  to  the  Mhah  Deve.  The  coni^u£^ion  on  this  facred  ruin  of 
fb  towering  a  Mahometan  pile,  which  froi^  its  elevated  height, 
finns  |o  look  down  with  triumph  and  exultation  on  the  fiallen 
ftate  of  ,^  city  fp  profoundly  revered  by  the  Hindoos,  would  ap^ 
|Kar  tp  h)iv«  been  prompted  to  the  mind  of  Arungzebe,  by  a 
\Agaapd  an^  imtemperate  defire  of  infuking  their  religion.  If  ftich 
was  his  wilb,.  it  hath. been  completely  fulfilled.    For  the  Hindoos 

.  •  HebttgoigBsn  irtB^liie:fecredlegafl4i  tff'tiM  H!fidi»es  Iwre^en  pfOdrvtA. 

confider 
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confider  this  monuipent,  as.  the  diigraceful  record  of  a  foreign  yoke^ 
proclaiming  to  every  ftranger,  that  their  favorite  city  has  been  de- 
bafed,  and  the  worship  of  their  gods  defiled.     From  the  top  of 
the  tmnarets  is  feen  the  entire  profpeft  of  Benares,  which  occupies 
a  fpace  of  about  two  miles  and  an  half  alcmg  the  northern  bank- 
of  the  Ganges,  and  generally  a  mile  in-land^rom  the  river.  Many, 
of  the  houfes^  which  are  remarkably  high,  fome  of  them  having 
fix  and  feven  floors,  are  built  of  ftone,  refembling  that  fpecaes* 
found  in  the  quarries  of  Portland,*  and  which  abounds  in  this 
part  of  the  country.    But  the  ftreets  wh^re  thefe  lofty  buildings 
(land,   are  fo  narrow  as  not  to  admit  of  two  common  carriages 
abreaft.    In  addition  to  the  pernicious  effe£l  which  muft  proceed 
from  a  confined  atmofphere,  there  is  in  the  hot  feafim,  an  intoler- 
able ftench  arifmg  from  the  many  pieces  of  ftaghated  water  dif-. 
perfed  in  different  quarter^  of  the  town,  whofe  waters  and  borders 
are  apprc^riated  to  ^e  necefiary  ufes  of  the  inhabitants.    The  filih^ 
alfo,  which  is  indifcriminately  thrown  into  the  ftreets,  and  there  left 
expoftd^  (for  the  Hindoos  poflefs  but  a  fmall  portion  of  general 
cleanlinefs),  add  to  the  compound  of  ill  fmells,  fo  ofFenfive  to  the 
European  inhabitants  of  this  city.    The  irrq;ular  and  comjnrefred 
manner  which  has  been  invariably  adopted  in  forming  the  ftreets 
of  Benares,  has  deftroyed  the  efFei5ts  which  fymmetry  and  arrange* 


*  The  Benares  or  Chuiuur-Ghur  flone,  is  clofer  grained  and  deqper  coloured,  than 
that  of  Portland, 

ment 
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mcnt  would  have  odierwife  beftowed  on  a  city,  intitled  from  its 
valuable  buildings,  to  a  preference  of  any  capital  which  I  have  feen 
in  India. 

In  my  refeareh  into  the  principles  of  the  Hindoo  religion,  I 
received  great  aid  from  a  converfant  knowledge  of  the  Marhatta 
language,  and  an  acquaintance,  though  very  trivial,  with  the  San- 
fcrit.  The  ufe  of  this  laft  tongue,  now  chiefly  confined  to  a  parti- 
cular fe6t  of  Bramihs,  who  officiate  in  the  chara£ter  of  priefts,  hath 
ever  been  made  the  channel  of  conveying  to  tbe  Hindoos,  the  ef. 
feiitial  tenets  of  thor  raligioo,  witb  all  the  various  forms  of  their 
worOiip.  The  Sanijbrit  is  a  (bnorous  language,  abounding  in  pith 
and  condfiuieTs  I  and  its  periods  flow  with  boldnefs,  and  termimite 
in  a  cadence  peculiarly  nfnficai*  An  extra6t  of  a  floke,  or  ftanza, 
which  has  teen  quoted  by  Mr.  tttlhed,  is  a  SaHdng  teftimony  of 
the  nervous  con^fition,  and  the  laconic  turn  of  the  Sanfcrif. 
Being  cdmpdUl  of  only  four  Mnes,  I  will  ififert  it,  and  endeavour 
to  give  the  tranflatbn  literally,  and  in  verfe. 


FESdie 

— 

renervan      — 

fhetroo. 

Father 

— 

in  debt        — 

enemy. 

Matah 

— - 

fhetroo         — 

refhelenee. 

^iother 

— 

enemy         -7 

extravagant,  or  immoral 

Bhiriah 

— 

riipervuttce  — 

Ihetroo, 

Wife 

~ 

beautiful     — 

enemy. 

Pootre 

— 

(hetroo        — 

n'punditah. 

Son 

— 

enemy         — 

unleamed. 

Vol.  I. 


E 


The 
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The  Mother  who  hath  loft  her  faoie^ 
The.  Sire  prefufc  aod  foe  to  fhame^ 
Arc  to  their  race  a  peft : 
A  Bride's  £bft  jojrs  oft'  thoniB  imptant. 
And  he  who  roaoat  in  Folly'a  haunts 
I>eAroy^  his  Father's  refL 

The  Hindoos  Ixlieve  in  one  God,  wkhont  hcgiximng  and  with* 
out  end^  oa  whom  they  beftow,.  defciiptivc  of  his  powers,  a  ra^ 
xiety  of  epithets.  But  the  moft  comoioD  iippfUationy  and  which 
conveys  the  fublimeft  lenfe  of  has  gseatnefe^  is,.  Siee  Man  Nar^ 
nkiJ^  The  Hindoos^  in  their  fuppBeatbn  to  the  £>city,  addi«6 
Jbim  as  endowed  with  the  thtfce  attributes  of  ommpotenoc^  Omni*- 
prefenoe,  and  omniicienqe,,  which  ul  tht  San&rit  arc  expiieifial  by 
jthc  tnmsy  Neerangin^  Noecakar^  and  Neeigoon*    Tfaongb  tbsft 

*  There  is  reaTon  to  believe,  tbat  in  the  more  early  periods  of  timei. before  the 
priefts  of  the  Hindoos  had  found  ft  expedient,  for  the  firmer  eftablifliment  of  their 
iwzj  over  the  minds  of  the  people,  to  raife  a  huge  fuperftu£ture  of  emblematical  wor- 
ihip,  the  temples  erected  le  the  Supreme  Being  were  plain,  and  void  of  perfonification  ; 
the  remains  of  one  of  thefe  are  now  to  be  feen  on  the  fummit  of  a  hill,  near  the  city 
4>f  Kafhmire ;  which^  according  to  tradition^  had  been  dedicated  to  the  Creator  of 
the  world  s  in  which  the  prayers  of  thofe  who  entered,  were  addreiled  to  the  Deity 
without  fuppKcating  the  interceifion  of  an  Intermediate  agent,  and  where  no  image,  or 
-iymbol  of  Divine  power,  had  a  place.  A  gentleman  of  curious  refearcb  on  the  coaft 
of  Coromandel,  informed  me,  that  ar  Chilenb«r»my  abooTao  miles  to  the  fouthward 
of  Cudalore,  heiawareligi0ns  Hinder  edifice,  plain,  and- without  any  interior  figure, 
which  was  devoted  to  the  woribip  o£  <^  the  Invifthk  God,."  and  was  nevet  approached 
J>at  with  tokens  of  profound  awe  and  reverence* 

terms 
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terms  raajr  not  in  Btsrary  ftn^lnefs,  comprife  the  prccife  meaning 
of  the  Englifh  text,  they  coiivey  it  virtually,  and  in  the  ampleft 
ien£r.  The  Hindoos  Ukewi&  believe,  that  the  Supreme  Deity 
poflefles  a  three*fold  form,  tlie  parts  of  which  are  iaid  to  be  iepa-* 
rate.  It  is  compofed  of  Sree  Mun  Narrain^  who  is  fuppofed  to 
rcprefent  a  human  form  j  the  Alhah  Lctchinry,  dcfcribed  as  ar 
beaixtiful  woman ;  and  a  ferpent,  on  which  the  Deity  is  feated. 
This  emblematical  affemblage,  a  fymbol  of  ftrcngth,  love,  and 
wifdom,  according  to  the  Hindoo  faith,  is  wholly  fpiritual,  and  ia 
never  reprcfentcd  iti  their  temples  by  any  objcft  of  matter :  they 
fiiy  it  is  tndivtfible,  and  of  infinite  fpace*^ 

In  the  beginning,  the  Mmdod*  brieve  that  the  t>cify  ereated 
Aree  men,  to  whom  he  gave  the  names  of  Brimha,  VyA:iiow,  and 
Shevah.f'  To  the  fifft  was  eeimmiRed  the  power  of  creatiifg  AiatK- 
kind; — to  the  fecond  of  cherilliing  them 4 *~ and  to  the  third,  that 
df  retraining,  corraS^fkig,  and  cteftrafirtg:  thea^.l  Britnha  at  oAe 
breath  formed  the  human  kind  out  of  the  four  elements,  amongfl 
whkh  he  tiffnfti},  if  f  uttdard^nd^etR  ieffierpwstatloiiy  and  liiay  b« 
allowed  the  lermt  a  vacuum.  §1  .  . 

Bfefotg 


•  1Kjttet|)#dieiwyftc-rt6iB  "fryad  of  Pfito,  Wfto  ihlitfe  aftetf  irife  oF'Eiftfemkhwr* 
Wgc,  may  haVc*  been  folrflied  frorf  iHdmn^rivat^^^ 

t  Called  alio  £i(bev6r,  and  the  Mhah  D'eve». 

i  In  the  esif^itf^f  MhakDevc,  he  irdewNDvaat^  *^  The  Deftru£tive  Power/' 

f  Th0  moAia^iM  Stffeftokngiiagev  ii  jAaA"  thrptfqper  figntfitMlk)ii  of  >#bith, 

E  a  1  be. 


36  FORStER'S    TRAVELS. 

Before  thf  creation  of  man,  Sree  Mun  Narrain  formed  the 
world  out  of  a  perplexed  aggregation  of  matter,  wliich  had  been 
covered  with  the  waters,  and  inhabited  by  a  demon,  the  (bppofed 

author 


I  believe,  I  was  not  at  the  time,  accurately  informed  of;  for  it  (hould  feem,  that  Hin* 
doos  do  not  admit  of  a  vacuum,  in  their  fyftem  of  nature  \^^akafl>  means,  in  a  general 
acceptation,  aerial  fpace ;  but  in  the  prefent  fenfe,  I  am  induced  to  think  that  it  is  de- 
figned  by  the  Hindoos,  to  denote  the  grand  vivifying  principle,  termed  in  ancient  fa* 
ble,  the  Promethean  (ire,  fuppofed  to  have  animated  the  human  body.  In  this  note, 
it  may  not  be  uninterefting  to  introduce  a  tenet  of  the  Egyptian  theological  philofo- 
phers,  which  correfponds  with  the  idea  I  have  formed  of  the  akajb  of  the  Hindoos, 
and  alfo,  certain  opinions  entertained  by  them  of  the  formation  of  the  world,  and  the 
creation  of  animated  bodies.  Thefe  philofophical  priefts,  who  profelled  the  tenets  of 
Menes,  theif  firft  law-giver,  (whom  ther  had  deified  aod  entitled,  Ofiris,  or  the  fun), 
faid  that  fire,  or  rather,  a  refined  fpirit,  which  they  diftinguilhed  from  the  elemental- 
fire,  was  diffiifed  through  all  nature,  and  compofed  the  eflonce  of  that  being,  who  firft 
gave  form  and  order  Co  matter.  They  believed  that  five  elements*^ the  mind,  fire, 
air,  earth,  and  water,  conftituted  the  entire  world  :  they  called  the  mind  Jupiter,  which 
fignifies  the  fource  of  life,  and  they  confidered  him  the  father  of  all  intelligent  beings. 
The  fire  they  termed  Vulcani  who  they  alledg^,  contributed  chiefly  to  the  produdidn 
and  perfedion  of  all  things.  Earth,  being  as  it  were  the  bofom  in  which  all  things  re« 
ceive  the  principles  of  life,  wai  known  by  the  defignation  of  Mother.  The  water 
was  called  Ocean,  to  which  they  gave  the  name  of  the  Niirfing  Mother.  The  air 
was  denominated  Minerva,  and  believed  to  be  the  daughter  of  Jupiter,  (prung  firom 
his  brain,  and  always  a  virgin^  as  this  element  is  incorruptible  and  rifes  to  Heaven.—* 
The  Egyptian  philofophers  fuppofed,  that  all  the  original  matter  of  the  univerfe  had 
been  immerged  in  a  chaos«  and  was  gradually  feparated  firom  it  by  fermentation ;  that 
the  air  was  in  continual  agitation ;  that  the  fire,  liberated  from  the  groiler  nutter,  had 
aicended,  and  formed  the  fun  and  ftars,  the  higheft  obje^  of  the  univerfe ;  that  fpirit;  or 
the  mind,  the  moft  fubtile  part  of  fire,  was  difperfed  through  all  parts,  to  animate  life, 
and  impart  voluntary  motion.  They  added,  that  the  earth  and  water,  which  after  the 
reparation  of  the  air  were  yet  embodied,  became  a  globe,  which  conftantly  revolving 
on  it's  asds,  by  a  motion  excited  by  the  fire  the  feparation  of  the  two  bodies  was  ef- 
feded  i  and  that  the  rays^  the  fuiH  aiakiog  new  feimematioiis  on  the  fur&ccof  the 

earth. 


FORSTER'S    TRAVELS.  37 

author  of  evil^  whom  the  Godhead  drove  into  an  abyfs  under  the 
earth.* 

Tab  Hindoos,  as  Mr.  Halhed  in  his  tranflation  of  the  Code 
c^  Hindoo  Laws  has  fully  fet  forth,  are  arranged  in  four  grand 
Cfifts,  or  tribes ;  -f  that  of  the  Bramin,  the  Chittery,  the  Bhyfc, 
smd  the  Sooder.  Each  of  thefe  cafts  is  fubdivided  into  numerous 
feds,  the  particular  ulages  of  which  are  prefenred  with  care  and 
attentive  diftin£tions.  There  are  le£taries,  alfo  of  the  fame  tribe^ 
ivho  do  not  admit  of  the  intercourfe  of  marriage  with  each  other. 


earth,  yet  foft  and  fllmy,  produced  numerous  excreflTences,  which,  nourished  and 
flrengdiened  by  the  groft  vqiours  of  the  night,  ~*  the  aAion  of  the  moon,-— and  after- 
wards,  by  the  heat  of  the  day,  appeared  at  length,  in  the  forms  of  diflFerent  animals. 
Thofe  in  whom  the  fire  predominated,  mounted  into  air,  and  became  birds :  thofe 
which  participated  more  of  earth,  as  men,  quadrupeds-— and  reptiles,  remained  on  the 
furiace,  while  die  more  aqueou3  lubftances  defended  to  the  waters,  their  proper  place 
of  abode.  It  was  neceflary  to  give  reafons,  why  nature  had  flopped  in  her  primary 
operations,  and  did  not  form  many  more  animal  creatures,  as  the  manner  of  formation 
had  been  fo  fimple  and  eafy.  Syflematic  philofophy,  even  in  its  infancy,  did  not  want 
refource ;  and  that  of  the  Egyptians  has  met  the  objedion,  by  urging,  that  nature  had 
originally  infpired  every  fpecies  of  animals  with  the  inftind  of  propagation  ;  having 
fagdy  fbrefeen,  that  when  the  fun  and  the  winds  had  entirely  dried  the  earth,  it  would 
be  incapable  of  producing  perfeA  animalst— See  Mr.  Labbathier's  Hiftory  of  Ancient 
Nations,  tranflated  by  Mr.  Stockdale. 

*  The  writers  of  the  Hindoo  mythology,  have  given  various  and  diflfufe  defcrTp- 
tions  of  the  origin  of  the  world,  and  of  the  human  and  animal  race,  but  unite  in 
blending  them  with  a  feries  of  extravagant  and  difgufting  fables. 

t  There  is  in  India  an  aboriginal  race  of  people,  who  are  not  clalled  in  any  of  the 
feds,  and  confined  to  the  moft  menial  offices.  They  are  not  permitted  to  enter  any 
temple  of  the  Hindoos,  and  they  obferve  no  reftridion.  On  fome  parts  of  the  coaft 
of  Coromandel,  they  are  called  Dherefimd  Pariahs ;  and,  in  Bengal,  Harees. 

or 
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er  of  eating  at  the  fiime  board.  It  fliotild  feem,  that  the  genuine 
race  of  the  Chittery  has  for  a  great  length  of  time  been  ertind:,. 
and  that  its  place  is  now  occupied  by  a  fpurious  tribe.  The  Hin<* 
doos  cotnpoTing  tbefe  eafts  and  clafles,  are  ultimately  branched  id 
two  divifions  i  the  one  denominated  Vyftnow  Bokht  s  the  other, 
3ieva  Bii]dit.  The  followers  of  the  former  deky  are  ufuatlry  dif* 
tinguiihed  by  a  k>ngitudit)ai  mark  on  the  forehead,  whilA  thofe  of 
the  latter  dravir  a  parraHol  Kne  on  that  part.  YyAfiow  is  vv^rfhip^ 
ped  under  the  reprcfentation  of  a  hunran  figure,  having  a  circle  of 
heads,  and  four  hands  y  emblems^  of  an  all-feeing  and  all  provident 
Being.  The  figure  of  a  fabulous  bird,  on  which  be  is  fuppofed 
ta  ridls^  and  deaociiag  the  velocity  of  his  soiotion,  is  occafionalljr 
placed  in  front  of  this  image.  Sheva,  or  Ei:(hwer,.  and  as  he  is  often 
denonitiiated  by  the  HiiuhxiS',  the  Mhah  I>eve>  1&  ufcially  repr&* 
fented  by  a  compound  figure,  defcribing  the  male  and  female  parts 
of  generation^  and  defigaed  as  the  fymbol  of  procreation  and  fe^ 
cundity  :  thefe  faculties,  or  qualities,  being  clafled  amongft  the 
choiceft  bid&igs  of  the  HmiAoQ$^  and  the  depri/wation  of  then» 
deemed  a  feverc  reproach  and  misfortune.  Facing  this  defignation: 
of  Mhah  Deve,  is  ibmetimes  feen,  in  a  fupptiant  pofture,  the  fta^ 
tue  of  a  cow,  or  bull :  an  animal  faid  to  have  derived  his  (acred 
qualities,  from  having  beea  chofen  by  this  god,  as  the  favourite 
medium  of  has  conveyance.  But  the  more  enlightened  pandits  fay,, 
that  this  creature  hath  been  prefervcd  from  flaughter,  by  its  great 
utility  to  man  -,  it  being  his  abkil  afliftaiit  m.  the  labour  of  the 

fields 
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Md,  and  liie  cBief  pronder  of  hi»  immediate  fuftenancc*  It 
daubtlelk  argaes  a  found  policy  in  the  Hindoos,  to  ftamp  the  ox 
«itk  thi» Mitred  mark;  for  were  its  flefii  eaten*  as  Hind<^an  is 
thinly  fupplied  with  horfe^,  the  various  braiKhes  of  agriculture 
would  lisfier  an  eiienual  injury. 

Akotbkr  figure  rcpre&ncs  Sheva,  with  four  hands,  holding  dif- 
ferent emblems  of  his  power ;  and  five  heads,  four  ol  which  are 
diiefled  to  the  caittinat  points,  and  the  £fth  is  placed  with  the 
£ace  upwards,  in  the  fuppofed  a£l  of  contemplating  the  godhead. 
This  deity  who  oocupie»  numerous  foroM,  is  figured  alfo  with 
dute  eyes,  one  of  which  1»  placed  in  the  fofehead. 

Ibl  gnuimde  for  the  fervice  whi(^  Brimba  ha»  performs  on 
eartht  it  would  reafonably  be  fuppofiid,  ^lat  the  thankigiving  of 
his  pe«iptc  would  m  iboM  degree  btf  proportbndd  to  lus  works. 
But  theHittdboe  btwd  not  d«dieated  one  tdinple  to  his  honor ;  lior 
have  they  eftablifhed  a  fingle  feftival,  in  remembrance  of  his  deeds. 
It  wouild  fedooad  bot  little  to  my  Credit,  did  I  hilert  in  this  place 
the  realbns  alledgcd  in  their  religious  trails,  for  the  rtegle^  of 
Bridiha.  It  is  a  tde  framed  to  amufe  the  credulous  Hindoo,  and 
procure  a  meal  to  an  artful  prieft.  The  oftenfible  want  of  atten'- 
tbn  to  the  medioiy  CMf  Brimha,'  may  on  a  more  abftra£ted  ground 
jbe.afaibed  tfi  an  0|»nidfi,,  that  the  powo's  of  proci'eati«>n  having 
been  primarily  let  in  action,  and  operating  by  a  law  impulfive 

*  MUk  and  butter  cMigttfe  a  great  part  of  the  aliment  tf  an.  Hinioo. 

and 
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and  undeviating,  whofe  immediate  benefits  exift,  and  are  con- 
fpicuoufly  difplayed  in  its  effeds,  no  ritual  neceffity  called  for 
the  commemoration  of  its  firft  caufe^  or  the  propitiation  of  its 
future  influence. 

The  Hindoos  believe  implicity  in  predeftination,  and  in  the 
tranfmigration  of  the  fouL  The  firfl:»  though  it  may  operate  in 
cramping  the  genius  and  obftru£ling  it*s  progreflive  powers,  has  a 
happy  tendency  in  aflfuaging  their  misfortunes,  and  adminiftering 
a  comfort  in  all  the  wants  of  life.  They  fay»  it  is  the  hand  of 
God,  which  for  fome  infcrutable  purpofe^  diredbs  and  impels  the 
adtions  of  his  creatures.  The  doflrine  of  Metempfychofis  retrains 
them  from  the  ufe  of  animal  food,*  an  aliment  not  neceflary  in  a 
hot  climate,  and  often  attended  with  pernicious  confequences. 
This  reftri£tion  may  aUb  have  contributed  to  infufe  into  theirtninds 
an  abhorrence  of  fanguinary  a£):s>  and  inculcate  the  virtues  of  hu- 
manity and  general  philanthropy. 

The  Hindoos  compute  their  grand  evolutions  of  time  by 
epochs,  called  in  their  language  Jogues,  of  which  there  are  four^ 
correfponding,  in  the  afcribed  qualities^  with  their  golden,  filver, 
brazen,  and  iron  ages  of  the  ancients.  The  prefcnt,  they  fay,  is 
the  Khull9e,f  or  the  fourth  Jogue  j  and  that  at  the  expiration  of 
every  age,  the  Supreme  Bemg  has  deftroyed  the  world,  and  that  a 

♦  This  tenet  is  not,  at  this  day,  ftriftly  adhered  to ;  for  the  Hindoos  of  the  Tecond    < 
land  fourth  caft  occafionally  ufe  fle(h  meat,  and  the  Bramins  of  Bengal  invariably  eat  fifli. 
The  Chriftian  ^ra,  1787,  correfponds  with  4888,  of  the  Khulie  Taque. 

continued 
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continued  iiiccel&on  of  Jogues  will  revolve  ad  infinitum.  The  re- 
€ords  of  this  ancient  people  teem  fb  profuftly  with  fable,  and 
abound  tht'oughout  ih  fuch  extravagant  relations  of  their  demi- 
gods; fimilar  in  tfeeir  feafts  to  the  Bacchus,  Hercules,  and  Thefeus- 
of  theOreeks,  that  no  rational  or  iatisfa6tory  conclufion  can  be 
drawn,  for  any  ddjuClment  of  chronology.  A  pundit  will  intro- 
duce inta'his  legend  a  lack  of  years,^  with  as  much  facility,  and 
pecliaps  convidion  to  himfelf,  as  our  commentators  of  theoiogical 
hiftory  would  reduce  to  their  ftandard,  half  a  century. 
•  .The  piinclples  of  the  Hindoo  religion,  with  its  moft  «({ential 
tenets,  were  compofed,  it  is  aflerted,  by  Brimha,  and  comprifed 
in  four  books,  entitled  the  Bairds  or  Vaids;  a  word  in  the  Sanfcrit 
language  fignifying  myftery.  In  that  part  of  the  peninfula  of  In^ 
&t  fenkring  on  die  Coromandel  fide,  tiiefe  facred  writings  are 
named  (be  Vaidums.  The  Talinghahs  and  Malabars  make  little 
diftihflion.  between  the  letters  B,  and.V,  and  invariably  terminate 
with  ah  M,  all  Sanfiuit  words.  The  Shaftre  is  a  voluminious  com-* 
mditary  on  the  Bairds,.  and  has  been  written  by  various  pundits, 
for  the  purpofe  of  illuftrating  the  Hindoo  Mythology.  From  the 
Sbaftre  proceed  thoie  prepofterous  ceremonies,  which  have  been 
dr^ged  into  the  Hindoo  fyftem  of  worfhip  \  all  tending  to  (hackle 
thie  vulgar  mihd»  and  produce  ih  it  a  flavifli  reverence  for  the  tribe 
(^  Bramins.    The  privilege  of  redding  the  Bairds,  aind  expounding 

^  hn  hundred  thoufimd;    .     . 

Vol.  I.  F  its 
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Its  lefts,  is^  only  allowed  to  them  ^  and  ^ohibited  to  tbc  other 
C9&Sy  Oftder:  fevera !  penalties.  By  th?;  jble  inKeftment  of  1&is  im-^ 
poi  taftt  autharity,  th^  f^rieft  is  kffe  at  libetty  to  expbin  the  original 
do£trine  la  the  matinrer  that  may  moft  forcibly  conlbli<kte  tls 
pdws^r  and  promote  tjhte  inteAft  of  his  order.  Id  the  tranfmigrai^ 
tion  €f  :th«  £>ul  iiitp  di|^e9at  bodie?^  conirils  tbe  various  ffsi^^ 
lions  of.  rew&rd  and  pnQ&^aient  amongft  the  Hindoos.  Confocm^ 
aUy  to  tb<eir  anions,  th^  are  tran^fed  ititb  fiieh  bodies,  whetber 
of  the  human  or  brute  fpeciied,  as  their  cdndu^l^^  whilft  they  occu-» 
pied  th^r  former  teftem^ents^  mayMve  iBeritol«  They  ^o  not  ad-- 
Aiit  i^  eteriial  puniflUojetits;  ahd  fhudder  at  %he  iidea  of  .a  beHef  h 
difconfimaiM:  to^^tbe  opinjl^.  which  they  have  fbrmed  of  the  Siq[>i»mci 
Bein|>    \ 

^  E VI  t  diipjofitidkiSy  lliey  £iy ;  «re  chaflilfed  by  a  conftsimeitiia 
tHe  bodScs  of  thofe  btiitmds,  whom  they  ihoft  refeadik  in.  tbdk  iia*^ 
ture,^  and  a«fe  conftraihed  tbp  dccnpy  them^  tiif  their  viois  are  eithec 
eradicated^  or  ro^fioteotlj!  <|aalifiod  to  de&rve  the:  pofleffioiv^of  ibpb^ 
i^ior  forms.  The  gocd  ajSiom  of  mtaii,.  the  Hindoo. law^^giver  has 
wtfittosy.  Will  be  rewarded  by  his  admiinoniaito  thofe  bodies  whidi 
ei^o^  die  titmofl:  human  hsq^pincfe  f  .as^  that  which  the  magiibrate 
feds  dn  the  juft  and  merdfui  execudon  of  the  trufV  which  has 
beea  oodm^tedto  him  $  or  thdt  high  fenle  of  pleafure  which  the 
VMA  of  hmndbnty  ^rticipates^  When  he  has  aileviMid  the  di^ftrefles 
of  the  unfortunate,  or  otherwife  promoted  the  welfare  of  mankind. 
— After  a  certain  feries  of  trarifinigration  rendered  acceptable  to^ 

the 
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tiie  Dtil;y  by  a;^r(iik^id(<tirtue^  and  >v«hen  iiis  htH  ihall  lie  com* 
{46tely  pwified  from  thC' taints  of  evil»  ifte  Hindoo  is  admitted  to 
a  participation  -of-tlie  radiatit  and  never-ccafing  glory  of  his  iirft 
caufe,*  The  foul's  receiving  this  a£l  of  blifs,  is  defcriBed  by  com- 
paring itito  a  rtiy  of  Kgfht,  attra6ted  lary  the  grand  powers  of  the 
fiMi,  *o  whidi  5t  flioots  with  an  immenfe  velocity,  ind  is  there  ab- 
fiKbed  m  the  blaze  tsf  fplendor.  ; 

-  Yum  Dutra  Rj^ah  lofficiates  in  the  fame  capacity  amongft  the 
Hiodoes,  as  Mtnos  ^  in  the  infernal  regions  of  the  ancients. 
All  'fouk  liberated  from  the  foody,  are  iiippofed  to  appear  at  the 
ttibanal  of  Yum  "Durm,  wTiere  thdr  former  afiions  are  proclamei 
akMsdi  and  examined  by^his  judge^  'who  paf&s  an  immediate  (en- 
toice.  'Should  the  diipofitioh  of  a  man,  liave  been  to  flagitioully 
deprai^i  as  'to'%ej«Jdgcd  unworthy,  even  of  an  inti^oduftion  int6 
the  body  of  the  viicft  Animal,  inch  copoiial  punilSinient  is  im* 
pi^od  Wk  him,  Jts  Aaay  be  thbnjght  a):!lisqoate  to  hii  crimes  V  anc(  ili6 
/odl  is  afterwar^'placed  in  fcmeiilitableftatidn  on  earth*  Accor« 
4iing  to  the  rdligtbus  tr^tioh  of  HiC  Hindoos.  Sree  Mun  'NiarralnV 
fince  the  crealSofi  yi'liit  wotldj  !i^'  2tt  fti'ne  different  periods  af> 
fismed 'incarnated  form^^  either  fdr  the  piApofe  of  eraoicaiing  Tome 
terreftiial  «v!l,^  or  chaftifihg  the  fins  of  mankmd.f    The  Hini- 

^  Tlu  junliavcr  llieninin4n\rdiil'Wf&ihetfitbe  eth^lli^^  6f'  the  tf^Hre^d, 

is  the  ancient  doArine  of  Pythagoras  and  Plato ;  but  it  feems  tp  eaudnde  jMiypodPOll 
or  confcious  immortality.    See  Gibbon's  Hiftory,  volume  4th,  p.  202,  in  a  note. 

t  According  to  the  HipA>D  t(a#W!b:^:<9i4b.  Mcarnation  <^  tb«  Deity  is  yet 
fxptAed. 

F  2  doos 
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doos  worihip  a  fecondary  fpedes  of  d^ty»  which  they  wiidly  multi-* 
ply  to  the  number  of  thiit^three  crore«t*  who  in  their  different  . 
fun^ions,  are  defigned  to  repreient  the  nomberlefs  attributes  of 
the  Supreme  Deity. . 

From  the  crowd  of  images  which  the  Bramin  has  placed  kh 
the  temples  of  the  Hindoos,  they  have  been  branded  with  the  ap- 
pellation  of  idolaters.  When  this  mode  of  offering  fupplication) 
or  thanfgiving  to  the  Supreme  Being  is  difpaflionately  examined,  it 
will  be  feen,  that  a  perfonification  of  the  attributes  of  the  Deity  is 
not  imfitly  adapted  to  the  general  comprehenfion^  Thofe  (and  they 
compofe  a  great  portion  of  the  people)  who  are  not  endowed  with 
the  ability  of  reading  the  praife  of  God,  can  with  facility  conceive 
a  certain  idea  of  his  greatnefs,.  in  contemplating  a  figure,  fculp* 
tared  with  many  heads  and  with  many  hands,  adorned  wkh  every 
{ymhdl  of  human  power,  and  beheld  by  all  elates  of  men  with  un-r 
feigsed  reverence^  -The  origin  of  emblematical  figures  has  long 
preceded  the  ufe  of  letters.  We  find  in  the  SpanHb  records^  that 
intelligjence  of  the  firft  arrival  of  the  Europeans  on  the  coaft  of 
Mexico,  was  defcribed  to  Montezuma  by  fibres  painted  on  cotton 
doth.  In  a  rude  fociety,,  it  was  evidently  a  more  eafy  operation  to 
convey  m  idea  through  the  medium  of  a  %ure  cut  in  wood  oi 
moulded  in  diay,  than  to  invent  an  alphabet,  and  out  of  it  compofe 
a  regulated  aiiemblage  of  words,,  oecefiary  for  the  formation  of  a 
written  language. 

*  A  cn>i!e  is  aJiundrcd  lacks; 

•   Thr 
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T&E  ittmenle  group  of  Hindoo  gods  enjoy  immortalky^  with 
which  they  are  gifted  1^  cbinkiog  a  water  called  Amrut,  a  mytho- 
logical beverage,  bearing  fome  analogy  to  the  ne6bar  of  Homer's 
Ddities.  In  the  mythology  of  the  Hindoos  is  found  an  elegant 
description  of  nine  goddefles,  refembling^  in  a  certain  degree,  the 
mufes  of  the  ancients,  in  the  nature  of  their  occupations.  There 
is  alfo  moft  pi^turefi^uely  delineated,  the  god  of  love»  who  has  a 
variety  of  epithets,  all  fignificant  of  the  unbounded  fway  which  he 
pofleflies  over  the  hearts  of  men.  His  common  names  are  Kaum 
and  Mudden,  and  he  is  reprefented  as  a  pleating  yoQth,  armed 
with  a  bow  of  fuff^  cane,,  ftrang  with  the  ffiings  of  bees ;  and  five 
arrows^  denoting  tiie  five,  ienfes,  each  of  which  is  baited  with  dif- 
ferent qualities  of  the  poiibn  of  love.  A  pifture  was  found  at 
Tanjore,  when  the  fort  was  captured^  riding  on  a  elephant, 
whofe  form  was  compoied  of  the  figures  of  feven  young  women^ 
entwined  together  in  fo  ingenious  and  whimfical  a  manner,  as 
to  exhibit  an  exa£t  ihape  of  that  bulky  animal.  In  the  Befs-f- 
Biihwer  Pagoda  at  Bmares^  is  feen  a  ftone  figure,  well  executed^ 
of  the  god  of  the  fun  fitting  in  a  chariot,  and  driving  a  boric 
with  twelve  heads,  an  evident  allufion  to  the  divifions  of  the 
ediptio 


.     •  It  M  alio  fiud  to  reprefait  KiihiiH  an  ioCBTf^ 

t  An  abreviated  compound  of  Vyftnow,  or  Bi(hen  and  EiOiwer.  In  this  jtemplr, 
tirfiich  is  dedicated  to  thefe  two  Deities  in  cOnjunftion,  the  feAraries  of  both  offer  up 
tbeir  prayers^ 

With* 
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Without  putting  elyttioldgy  to  the  ixMtniti  ^dr  miuMfftg  to 
the  (hnpt  of  his  fydem  th«  d«t^tfal  iaids  df  chrdttoti^gy^  the^dK^ 
f  al  obrervier  ttvight  be  tabled  t&  trace  foSne  pans  of  the  f  eligiojas 
worfhip  of  thiB  Hindoos  iBto  Egyt)t  He  would  di&ovtt*  the  facreA 
SuU  <»*  Cow  of  Shevi,  placed  high  in  tface  hclly  logetidfi  (sf  tlie  Cbptb^ 
and  he  would  €tt  the  fnake,  oite  of  t^t  ttiyfterioitsalSDCiatesof  Sre6 
Mon  Nan-atn,  devoutly  revered  hy  that  nation,  te  thfe  hieM>glyphi6 
wf  wij^om  and  longevity.  It  vi^oifild  appear 'Ihat  ^^  onicMi,  inen«- 
tioned  hy  hiftorian's  to  be  held  in  fifch  profound  Tetieraltioti  amongft 
the  Egyptians,  is  no  l<ifs  hrarked  with  reverence  in  ISndoftan ; 
where,  though  the  ufe  <if  a  vcfgetable  diet  is  ^fbrongty  iMHikated, 
and  with  ndt  a  v^  lai^gi  de^fttioh,  uAially  lAoptoff,  Bit  onion  ts 
forlndden-to  toany  of  the  fi^s-;  ahd  in  the 'Upper  part  of  India, 
^hen  an  oath,  on  which  a  iaiVter  df  inlportiaintedependsvis  ad- 
minifteted^  thk  Bramin  fitqttentty  introdaces  lihe  onioh,  to  render 
ihe  ceremony  more  fMiHid. 

In  cwnparing  Hk  rdigibus  worihip  irf  tfie  IBndoos  with  ihat 
of  the  fltiiii^ts,  ifhe  ftihdidfii  6f  ibme  of  tlie  Deities  appear  cron-- 
'fpicu6ufly  linlforln ;  ^nS  *^^  it  poffible  %o  procure  a  defcription 
of  thfc  occupations  ^kI  various  powers  6f  the  Hindoo  Subaltern 
gods,  it  might  be  founds  that  the  group  of  the  weftem  pantheon 
had  been  fele6led  from  the  divine  aifembly  of  Brimha.  The 
Egyptians  ahd  the  Gfceks,  in  their'commerce  with  India,  through 
'the  channel  of  the  Red  Sea,  have  left,  I  have  been  fometimes  in* 
duced  to  believe^  tokens  behind  them  of  thdu;  conne6Uon  vdth  the 

Hindoos. 
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ffiodoos^  In  the  ooUe^ion  of  a  gentfeman  at  Benares  are  feveraL 
valuable  antiques,  which  were  purchafed  by  the  merchants  of  that 
city  :  one  of  which,  reprefenting  a  matron^  is  cut  in  a  manner 
bearing  every  mark  of  Grecian  ikiU ;  and  another  exhibited  Cleo- 
patra in  the  aft  of  bemg  bitten  by  the  afp.  Tlie  fame  gentleman 
had  in  bis  pofleiSon  a  Medufas  head^.  on  an  emerald  ^  found  alia 
at  Benares,  which  being  ibnt  ta  England,  was  \uirefervedly  ac^ 
knowledged  to  be  the  work  of  a  Grecian  or  Roman-  maAer.  Some 
years  ago,  a  high  finiihe^  Camaieu  was  procured  at  Guzeraf,. 
whereon  Hercuj|e$  flaying  the  Nemean  lion^  was  executed  with 
much  t^fte  and  fpirit*  Theie  circumftanees  are  adduced  to  fup* 
port  a  conjeftore,  tha;t,  during  the  intercourfe  which  exifted  be-r 
tween  the  ;natiyes  of  Egypt  and  India^  the  former  might  have  in^ 
tnxliriced  mto  their  country,  with  fomtc  of  the  rare  and  luxurious 
prodwfits  of  Hiridoo^nt  certain  tenets  and  ceremonies  of  Hindoo* 
iBythql^gy^,'  Jn  ie^deavouring  to  point  out  the  track  of  thefe  an* 
^Ques^  vit  ig  tp  .bps  fy^ticed,  thar  they  might  have  found  a  way  into 
iacUa  in  the  cabhiots  of  the  Mahom^ns^  who  in  the  more  early 
period  of  th^r'em{Hre»  were  little  lefs  enthu(ia(lic  in  the  admira^ 
tion  of  Grecian  produflions  and  literature,  than  the  Romans. 
And  it  it  It  iaft  in  nrnd  cf  i&o  illuftradon,  that  the  revival  of 
letters  and  the  arts,  after  the  Rom^n  wprld'had  been  immerfed 
f«iki,  received  a  pawerful  aiid  from  the  princes  of  the 


-^i&hat- 


My  kaois4ddge:i)f  ftSarcmoBiy  is  ib  coB&aed,  that  I  am  alipofl 

incapa^ 
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incapacitated  from  defcribing  the  attainment  of  the  Bramins  ini 
tliat  fcience,  long  before  the  aera  in  which  it  flourilhed  in  the 
caftern  world.  The  zodiac,  with  its  twelve  figns,  is  well  knowri 
to  the  Hindoos,  and  they  have  beftowed  on  the  feven  days  of  the 
week,  which  commences  with  funday,  the  names  of  the  planets. 
The  folar  year*  of  the  Hindoos,  which  is  arranged  in  fix  feafons, 
confifts  of  twelve  months,  containing  three  hundred  and  fixty-fivc 
days  ;  and  once  in -the  term  of  four  years  an  additional  day  is  an-^ 
nexed  for  the  completion  of  the  earth's  precifc  revolutions-  round 
the  fun.  Commercial  tranfaftions  and  writings  of  correfpbndence 
are  dated  amongft  the  Hindoos  according  to  the  lunar,  or  Lumbut 
year,  which  commences  about  the  period  of  the  vernal'  cquihoxl 
The  month  is  calculated  from  the  full  moon,  and  is  divided  into 
thirty  equal  parts.  Thofc  comprehending  the  moon's  cncreafej 
are  termed  Bood,  and  the  portion  of  its  wane,  Bole,  or  Bbod. 
On  the  third  year  of  the  Lumbut,  an  extriEiordmary  month  is  al- 
tercalated,  for  the  inclufion  of  the  time  required  in  equalizing  the 
lunar  and  folar  fyftems.  The  Joaguels  are  divided  into  cycles  of 
twelve  and  fixty  years,  each  of  which  is  diftinguifhed  by  its  pecu- 

*  The  lblar»  or  as  it  is  denominated  by  the  Hindoos,  the  Lunkrant  year,  begins  on 
Ihe  loth  or  I  idi  of  Aprils  and  its  months  are  compofed  occafimally  of  29,  30,  31,  and 
32  days.  The  common  epocha  of  Hindooftan  was  eflablifhed  by  the  Rajah  Vlckerum 
Mhaje£t|  and  founded  57  years  before  the  year  of  Chrift.  Some  Hindoo  oatioos  eMi* 
putc  their  time  from  other  periods,  as  in  Bengal ;  but  their  hiftorical  writh^  are 
generally  adapted  to  the  year  of  Vickerum  Mhajed ;  who  was  much  celebrated  in 
Hindooftao,  for  his  inagnificeoce,  and  liberal  proteftioa  of  men  of  genius. 

liar 
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Ikr  denomination.*  The  obfei-vatory  at  Benares,  though  rude  in 
its  ftrufture,  and  containing  inft rumen ts  fuitably  coarfe,  proves 
notwiihftanding,  that  the  Hindoos  poffefs  the  knowledge  of  afrar- 
taining  the  motions  of  the  heavenly,  bodies.  Could  accefs  be  ob- 
tained to  fuch  records  of  the  Hindoos  as  are  divefted  of  that  re* 
dundancy  of  fable  with  which  their  priefts  have  fo  copioufly  inter- 
woven them,  it  would  not  be  prefumptuous  to  fuppole,  that  we 
^ould  difcover  they  had  been,  in  the  more  eaily  ages  of  the  world, 
one  of  the  moft  enlightened  and  powerful  nations  that  inhabited 
th€  earth. 

The  empire  of  the  Hindoos,  as  related  in  many  of  their  faif- 
todcal  tra6ts,  confifted  of  fifty-fix  feparate  principalities,  ulti- 
mately governed  by  one  prince,  whofe  kingdom  extended  from  the 
fi>uthern  limits  of  Tartary  to  the  ifland  of  Ceylon,  and  from  the 
OMifines  of  Adam  and  Arracan  to  the  river  Indus.  This  extenfivc 
^ace  was  inhabited  by  a  people  who  were  divided  into  four  dif- 
tin6t  tiibes,  each  exercifing  different  f undions,  but  all  uniting  in 
their  various  branches  to  promote  the  general  good.  It  abounded 
in  fair  an4  opulent  cities,  which,  were  decorated  with  magnificent 

*  The  Hindoos,  I  believe,  commonly  clafs  their  time  in  cycles  of  fixtj  years,  thougli 
that  of  twelve  is  alfo  well  knawn  to  thenu  Amongft  (bme  artioles  of  plunder,  cap* 
tured  by  the  Company's  troops  in  a  Bantan  Fort,  was  founds  with  other  objedls  of  the 
I^y^^doo  worlhip,  an  image  of  the  Mhah  Deve,  and  a  printed  reprefentation  of  the  figures 
^efcfibipg  the  Tartar  cycle,  which  is  compofed  of  12  years.  This  figurative  mode  of 
marking  time,  which  has  prevailed  from  hjgh  antiquity  in  Japan,  China,  Siam,  and 
through  the  vaft  regions  of  Tartary,  is  at  this  day  obfcrvcd  in  the  Turkiih  Empire. 

Vol.  I.  G  temples 
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temples  for  the  worftiip  of  the  gods  5  and  with  fumptuous  man- 
fions,'  gardens,  and  fountains,  for  the  pleafure  and  the  accommo* 
dation  of  the  inhabitants.  Ufeful  and  elegant  artifans,  fkilled  in 
raifing  ftuperidous  buildings,  in  fabricating  gold,  (ilver,  and  the 
mofl:  delicate  cotton  cloths,  and  in  the  curious  workmanfhip  of 
precious  ftones  and  metals,  all  found  encouragement  in  the  exer- 
cife  of  their  profedlons.^  Salutary  ordinances  directed  the  Hin* 
doos  in  the  punifhment  of  crimes  and  the  fecurity  of  property ; 
tuid  when  ibme  glaring  indulgencies  in  favour  of  the  facred  tribe 
are  excepted,  we  muft  yield  an  unreferved  approbation  to  the  jus- 
tice and  wifijom  of  their  laws.  The  travelJdr  was  enabled  to  jour* 
ncf  through  this  extenlive  empire^  with  ad  eaic  and  fafety,  un-^ 
known  ia  other  countries.  The  public  roads  were  fhaded  with 
trees  ^  and  frequent  habibtions,  accommodated  with  a  pond  ot 
wd9^  were  fdunde4  for  the  conteniency  of  the  pafiengers  and 
ihouU  he  have  been  pBlaged  in  any  part  ^f  the  country^  the  diftri^ 
ia  ;which  the  damage  had  been  fuftalned^  was  obliged  to  make 
tfeflitadon-'^When  llbis  empire,  its  poUfhed  people,  and  the  pro- 
gitfi  which  icience  had  made  aAiongft  them,  are  attentively  confix 
dered  -,  when,  at  the  fame  period,  a  retrofpeflive  view  is  thrown  on 

*  This  defi^ripcion  may  he  judged  cbTmerical  and  extravagant  by  tbofe  who  have 
not  witneflfed'the  conftruAioh  6fthe  ancient  Hindoo  monuments,  or  examined  the  hif- 
tory  of  their  empire  when  it  firft  belonged  to  the  Mahometans,  Thefc  foldiers  are  re- 
prefented  t<^  have  been  fafcinat'cd  by  the  difplay  cJf  its  grandeur,  and  to  have  ftoorf 
amazed  at  the  treafures  that  Were  difdefcd*  Vide  Dow'S  Relation  of  the  Plunder  0/ 
the  Samaaut  Tcmpfe,. 

the 


Uie  iUtes*  of  the  p»ro|>eaft  worM,  then  immerkd  In,  or  emeipng 
froa\,  ignoranfcct  apd. barbarity,  we  raaft  behold  Hindpftan  with 
w<HKier  and  r^fpe^  ;  find  wg  may  afl^rt  without  forfeiting  the 
daiun$  ^f  tcuth  ^ik}  ^lo^ration,  that  however  far  tlie  European^ 
world  »ow  out-ftrip$  the  nations  of  the  Eaft^,  the  foijowers  of 
jprinaha  in  the  early  periods  of  life,  wcr^  poffeffed  pf  a  fund  ^mpiy 
ftored  with  valuable  materials  of  philo^hy.and  ui^fvl  knowkdg^e^ 
The  humane  mjcid  wiU  naturally  feel  a  f^nfe  of  forrow  and  pityi 
for  a  people^  who  hate  fallen  from  io  coafpicu&us  a  height  oiglv^yi 
and  fortune^  and  whp  prpbably  have  contributed  to  poli^i  and  exalt 
ths  nation^,  \¥ho  now  hold  th^m  ia  fa]^6lic>p.    .  .  .  ^ 

To  form  an  ^cgurate  judgment  of  the  genio^  of  the'Hindoo&i 
or  to  deicribe  t|ie  limit  to  which  th^  extended  art  and  fcience,  it. 
WjBre  reqxiiiitf;,  €wH.  the.neceO^^  materials  be  procured^  to  exhibit 
the  condit^Qn  oj^  tl^v  et^pire,  [bo^reit  had  felt  the  fevers  and  vic-^ 
torioiis  arma  of  the  Mah^ct^ans. — A  partial  and  degrading  rda^ 
^on  would  ^:nii|d9  of  the  Hindoo^,  ^ere  a  deftriptipn  of  th^^^ 
laws»  govemni^t,  ^d  fl[>apnjar»  tabep  from  tj^e^app^ancetheji 
makt  at  this  day  in  the  eye  of : the  world.'  Hindoftai^-was  oyer-* 
thrown  by  a  fierce,  race  of  men,  who  in  their  rapid  courfe  of  con-^ 
queft,  exerted  die  moft  furious  ^Skxts  in  levelling  every  monument 
of  worship  a«d  tafte.  Th^y  mafiacred  thtf  prie^l^  and  plundered 
the  temples,  with  a  keennefo  and  ferocity;  in  which  their  firfl; 
chiefs  might  have  gjoried.  A  peoplle  thusferikftied,  groaning  un- 
der the  load  ofoppreffion,  and  difmayed  at  the  fight  of  inceflant 

G  2  cruelties, 
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cruelties,  muft  foon  have  loft  the  fpirit  of  firience^  and  ^e  exertioit 
of  genius  :  efpecially  a^  the  fine  arts  were  fo  blended  with  their 
fyftem  of  religion ,  that  the  perfecation  of  the  one,,  muft  have  (hed 
a  baneful  influence  on  the  exiflence  of  the  other.  Ta  decide  on, 
or  aflix,  the  chai*a£ler  of  the  Hindoo^  from  the  point  of  view  in 
which  be  is  now  beheldi  would,  in  a  large  degree,  be  fimilar  to 
the  attempt  of  conveying  an  exa6l:  idea  of  ancient  Greece,  from  the 
materials  now  prefented  by  that  wretched  country^  The  difquili- 
tion  of  the  man  c^  philanthrophy^  liberated  from  the  fetters  of 
prejudice,  will  be  far  different :— he  will  enjoy  congenial  pleafurej 
in  difpelling  the  (hade  of  obfcuf ity,  which  hath  long  enveloped  the 
hfAory  of  the  Hindoo  : — he  will  endeavour  to  carry  it  back  tathat 
aara  of  grandeur,  which  his  country  enjoyed  in  her  day  of  profpe*- 
rity^  and  there  hold  him  out  tathe  information  of  mankind ;.  the  ge*- 
nerality  of  whom,  whether  from  motives  of  contempt,  or  habits  of. 
indolence,  have  yet  acquired  but  a  trivial  and  incorreft  knowledge 
of  this  ancient  people.  It  will  then  be  feen,  that  the  genius  of 
the  Hindoos  was  happily  led  on ;  and  that  their  bent  of  difpofition 
was  aptly  regulated  and  attempered  l^  the  rules  eftabli(hed  for  the 
performance  of  their  feveral  profeffions*  A  precifion  which  re- 
pelled the  encroachments  of  error  or  defign,  preicribed  to  them 
their  refpe6tive  duties  in  the  ftate,  and  in  fociety,  and  wholly  pre*- 
eluded  any  other  fc£k  from  infringing  oi>  the  privileges,  of  another. 
The  Bramin  was  invefted  with  the  uncontrolled  guardianftiip  of 
religion ;  he  became  the  perpetu^  medium,  through  which  the  in^ 

ferior 
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fctior  clafies  addi^efled  their  god :  he  was  alfo  the  fole  depofitary 
and  inftruftor  of  feience,  and  to  his  care  and  ability  was  intruded 
the  education  of  youths  The  importance  of  thele  offices  muft 
have  given  to  the  Bramin  great  fway  in  a  community  where  a 
knowledge  of  religious  worihtp,  from  its  complex  variety,  be<» 
comes  a  ta(k  of  arduous  labour;  and  where,  at  the  fame  time,  a 
performance  of  the  rites  of  his  religion,  is  deemed  an  obligation 
indifpeniably  incumbent  on  the  Hindoo,  in  his  acquifition  of  fii- 
ttkre  happinefs;  Thefe  employments  were  judged  of  fuffieient  mag- 
lutude  to  occupy  the  whole  attention  of  the  Bramin,  and  he  was 
fbictly  ifiterdif^ed  from  all  temporal  affairs.  The  authority  of  ex* 
ercifing  the  fun^Vions  of  royalty,  feems  to  have  devolved  without 
reierve  on  the  Chittery  or  Rajah,  and  his  pofleffions  were  held  here** 
ditary  in  the  line  of  legitimate  male  primogeniture.  The  youngeft 
branch  of  this  race  were  employed  in  the  army,  and  entrufted 
with  the  charge  of  the  forts  and  ftrong  hdds  of  the  country. 
The  occupation  of  a  merchant,  with  the  tranfaftions  of  traffic^ 
was  committed  to  the  Bhyfe,  or  Banian^  and  it  was  declared 
unlawful  for  the  other  tribes  to  engage  in  commerce.  The  huf- 
bandman,  the  artifan,  the  private  foldier,  and  the  labourer, 
compofe  the  Looder,  or  the  fourth  caft  of  Hindoo ;  and  each  of 
thcfe  refpeftive  profeflions  was  exclufively  purfued.  Thus,  dif- 
tinftly  arranged,  and  on  the  fevereft  penalties  prohibited  from  ex- 
traneous mixture,  or  tlie  admiffion  of  profelytes,  the  Hindoo  go- 

vemmeat 
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yeFHnwnt  3Cquk<d  aft  uniformity  and  vigour,  tjk^  naturil  (diill 
■of  its  prijnciples.* 

Were  an  analogy  ajCcejftainec}  between  tb/s  mythologgr  o£  the 
Hipckxw  and  Egyptians,  perceptible  trae^St  of  wWf h  are  oocafwrn- 
aUj  prefented,  it  might  thei%  become  a  matter  cif  dou&tt  which  peo-> 
ple^  for  the  greateft  fp«ce^  of  time  have  beeoi  the  maft  poliflied  and 
enlightened.  From  the  examples  which  have  been  brot^t  for-.- 
ward  for  the  explanation  of  fome  of  the  moft  con^cuous  parts  of 
the  mythology  of  the  HiiKlops^  and  to  demonih-ate  the  proibaUe 
antiquity  of  that  nation,^  it  may  feem,  that  I  favour  the  belief  oft 
Egypt'*  having  received  a  poftios  of  her  ftock  oi  fcioQoe  and  relU 
gion  from  Ittdia.  With  a  deference  to  papular  opimoni.  and  dif-* 
claiming  all  fabriication  of  fyftem,  I  muft  avow  an,  mdioatioata 
this  opinion.  Qos  fa^  amongfl:  ibme  others^  afibrded  im  a  fair 
proof  of  the  high  antiquity  of  the  Hindoos^  as  a  civiliz^  nation, 
and  marks  a  ftrong  difapprobation  of  a  foreign  intercour/e. 

Thet  are  forbidden  to  crofs  the  river  Attoc,  the  name  of 
which,  in  certain  dialefls  of  their  language,  figoifies  prohibition  > 
atkd  fhould  they  pa&  this  boundary,  they  are  held  unclean,  and  in 

*  Many  of  the  fences  that  marked  the  limits  of  the  refpediive  trtbts,.  are  now 
broken  down.  The  Bramins  of  the  Decan  and  Punjal,  have  taken  up  the  fword, 
and  are  feen  crowding  the  ranks  of  an  army  ;  the  Cbittery  occafionally  take9  himfelf 
to  traffic,  and  the  Sooder  has  become  the  inheritor  of  principalities.  Mararow,  the 
gallant  Mahrattah  officer  and  chief  of  Ghooty,  was  of  the  fourth  caft  of  Hindoos. 

the 
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the  &yiBl  fenfc  of  religious  law,  forfeit  their  rank  in  the  tribes  they 
may  be  clafTcd  in.  They  were  alfo,  either  forbidden  from  embark- 
ing on  the  ocean>  or  they  were  deterred  from  undertaking  marine 
expeditions,  by  the  difficulties  incurred  in  procuring  at  fea,  the 
rcquifite  diet  for  a  Hindoo.  The  probability  therefore  is  not  ap- 
parent, that  any  part  of  a  people^  fenced  in  by  this  reftri6lion, 
and  who  were  fo  proudly  centered  in  themfelves„  as  to  rejeft  with 
abhorrence,  the  admiffion  of  profelyes,  would  have  emigrated  into 
a  diftant  country,  and  brought  from  thence  a  fyftem  of  religious 
worfliip  ;  nor  does  any  probable  tradition  authorife  the  belief  of 
an  Egyptian  colony  having  been  eftabliflied  in  India.  The  capa- 
cious Ijpace  which  Hindoftan  occnpies  on  the  face  of  the  globe, 
the  advantages  it  derives  from  foil  and  climate,  and  from  its  nu- 
merous rivers,  fome  of  them  of  the  firft  clafs  of  magnitude,  may 
be  adduced  as  reafonable  arguments  of  its  having  been  peopled  at 
a  more  early  period  of  time  than  Egypt,  which  does  tiot  pofFefs 
the  like  local  benefits.  If  the  degree  of  perfection  which  manu- 
fafturcs  have  attained,  be  received  as  a  criterion  to  judge  of  the 
progi-efs  of  civilization,  and  if  it  be  alfb  admitted  as  a  teft  of  decid- 
ing on  the  antiquity  of  a  people,  who  adopt  no  foreign  improve^ 
ments,  little  hefitation  would  occur,  in  beftowing  the  palm  of  pre- 
cedence Oh  Hindbftsm,  whofe  fabrics  of  thfe  moft  deHcate  and  beau- 
tiful contexture,  have  been  long  held  in  admiration,  and  have  hi- 
tbertaHood  umivaHcd*  Let  me  conclude  this  c«ompara*ive  view; 
with  obferving,  and  I  truft  difpaffionately,  that  when  we  fee  a 

people 
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people  poffefled  of  an  ample  ftock  of  fcience  of  well  digefted  ordi- 
nances, for  the  protedion  and  improvement  of  fociety — axid  of  a 
religion  whofe  tenets  confift  of  tlie  utmofl:  refinement,  and  variety 
of  ceremony — and,  at  the  fame  time,  obferve  amongfl:  other  Afi- 
atic  nations,  and  the  Egyptians  of  former  times,  but  partial  diC- 
tributions  of  knowledge,  law,  and  religion — we  muft  be  led  to 
entertain  a  fuppofition,  that  the  proprietors  of  the  lelfer,  have 
been  fupplied  from  the  fources  of  the  greater  fund.  Thefe  rc- 
fledlions  which  have  been  fumiflied  by  experience  and  various  in- 
formation, will  perhaps  afford  more  fatisfa£tion,  than  the  laboured 
and  perplexed  proofs  of  dates  and  etymology,  which  are  often 
framed,  as  they  moft  commodioufly  accord  with  fome  favourite 
hypothefis. 

Amongst  the  Hindoos,  marriage,^  when  it  can  be  performed 
with  any  degree  of  conveniency,  is  deemed  an  indifpenfable  duty, 
and  it  is  believed,  that  propagating  the  fpecies  in  that  (late,  enti- 
tles parents  to  lingular  marks  of  the  divine  favour.  They  ihew 
a  difapprobation  of  celibacy  by  many  marks  of  opprobium  and 
fcorn ;  and  I  have  frequently  obferved,  that  when  a  Hindoo,  from 
queftion,  or  other  caufes,  has  been  brought  to  the  affirmation  of 


^  This  word,  ufed  in  die  Sanfcrit  language,  is  often  termed  Callian,  which  figoi- 
fies  pleafure.  The  Hindoos,  in  common  ufage,  have  but  one  wife,  and  when  this  rule 
is  deviated  from,  it  is  coniidered  a  (pecies  of  indecency.  There  is  a  fet,  though  not 
numerousi  of  meodicantS|  called  Joguees,  or  Byraghces^  who  live  in  a  ftiterof  ce« 
libacy* 

his 


FORSTER'S    TRAVELS.  57 

his  fingle  ftate,  he  has  appeared  difconcerted  and  afhamed,  and  im* 
mediatety  attributed  his  folitary  condition  to  ill  fortune,  or  fome 
domeftic  inconvenicncy.  It  is  to  this  inftitutiqu,  which  is  ftrongly 
Kcommehded,  and,  I  may  fey,"  even  enforced,  that  the  generally 
extenfive  population' of  Hindoftan,  and  its  Ipeedy  recovery  from 
the  calamities  of  war  and  famine,  may  be  largely  afcribed.  The 
entire  fyftem  of  domeftic  ordinance  and  oeconomy  of  the  Hindoos,, 
is  founded  on  a  firm^  yet,  fimple  bafis  ;  from  which  arife  efFe£is^ 
happy  in  themfelves,  and  powerfully  operative  in  uniting  the  bt)nds 
of  fbciety.  B7  the  ancient  laws  of  the  country,  the  wife  depends 
for  the  enjoyment  of  every  pleafure,  as  well  as  for  moft  of  the  or-i 
tf  nary  accommodations  of  life,  on  the  immediate  exiftence  of  her 
hufband  3  and  it  becomes  her  invariable  interefl  to  preferve  his 
health,  as  much  of  her  happinefs  is  centered  in  his  living  to  an  old 
age.  On  the  demife  of  the  hulbarid,  the  wife  virtually  devolves 
into  a  caput  mortuum ;  ftie  is  not  permitted  to  marry  again,  flie 
is  deprived  of  all  confequence  in  the  family,  and  divefted  of  the 
marks  of  ornament  and  diftin^lion.  There  are  certain  reli^ 
gious  ceremonies  not  lawful  for  her  to  perform,  and  in  fome  in- 
fiances,  fhe  is  held  unclean  ;  but  on  all  occafions,  after  the  huf- 
band^s  death,  the  widow  is  clafTed  in  the  houfe  as  a  flave  or  a  me-^ 
Bial  fervant.  But  this  tifage  has  not  fo  generally  prevailed  in  latter 
times.  The  wives  of  the  deceafed  Hindoos  have  moderated  that 
fpirit  of  enthufiaftic  pride,  or  impulfe  of  afFeftion,  which  was  ufed 
to  urge  them  to  felf-deftruftion  on  the  pile  of  their  hufbands. 
Vol.  I.  H  Their 
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Their  grief  can  now  be  afluaged,  and  their  religious  duties  recon* 
ciled,  by  a  participation  of  domeftic  comforts  5  and  many  of  the 
Hindoo  widows,  efpecially  in  the  Marhattah  country,  have  ac- 
quired by  their  ability,  their  wealth,  connection,  or  intrigue,  the 
poffefllon  of  extenfive  power  and  influence.  Amongft  the  fuperior 
tribes  of  the  Hindoos,  where  the  fenfe  of  honor  or  ftiame,  is  more 
delicately  preferved,  rather  than  fuffer  a  degradation,  by  which  fe- 
xnale  attradtions  are  extinguifhed,  and  the  pride  and  fpirit  of  the 
fex  deprefled,  the  women  are  impelled  by  a  furious  courage,  ibftened 
by  the  term  of  matrimonial  affeftion,  to  terminate  the  mifery  qf 
their  condition  in  death.  According  to  a  paflT^e  of  the  Shafter  oi 
the  Hindoos,  which  I  examined  by  the  help  of  an  interpreter,  it  is 
fpecifically  ordained,  that  a  wife  ought  to  burn  herfelf  at  her  huf« 
band^s  death  ;  ihould  fhe  not  pofTefs  the  refolntion  of  fuftaining 
this  trial,  (he  is  directed  to  make  a  pilgrimage  to  fcnne  of  the  facred 
places  of  Hindoo  ablution,  as  Benares,  Allahabad,  Ghyah,  &c. 
and  there,  appropriating  her  property  to  charitable  ufes,  offer  up 
a  facrifice  of  her  hair  to  the  memory  of  her  hufband.  She  is  not 
to  decorate  her  perfon  with  jewels,  with  gold,  filver,  or  any  female 
ornament :  fhe  is  not  to  ufe  perfumes,  nor  eat  fle(h,  fifh,  or  butter  ^ 
but  to  live  on  plain  barley  or  wheaten  bread,  and  eat  but  once  in  a 
day.  Her  time  is  to  be  employed  in  the  conilant  worfhip  of  God, 
and  the  purification  of  her  mind,  from  anger,  malice,  and  avarice ; 
and  (he  is  to  withdraw  herfelf  from  all  the  concerns  of  the  world. 
If  her  li£e  is  pafTed  In  thefe  ai£b  fbe  is  promifed  after  death  to  enter 

heaven^ 
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iieawm,  Wididttt  foff«rii}g  mtermediafe  pui'gattoh.  in  addition  to 
die  dnsKlxtf  lb  dc^rsdod  a  ftate  ^f  tnortifi^ation^  the  widow  on  the 
Qfdier  iijde  is  told  by  the  firamins,  fhdt  ^  performtoce  of  the  a&. 
of  fcif-dcftrQ^ion  will  entitle  her  t6  ^n  ampk  participation  of  ex« 
qinfite  fature  joys,  atid  will  enfure  to  he^  pi'ogeny  the  pre-eminent 
itercft  of  the  Derty*  Thot^h  the  i^e  of  fuch  a  refofutian  forcibly 
kSkSU  ^(e  feetiags  of  humanity  cheriflied  amongft  European  na- 
tioiis,»  yet  as  the  uTage  appesu-s  to  originate  in  a  caofe  tending  to 
flmngthen  dom^c  poKcyj  it  otight  not  to  be  haftily  condemned, 
or  k^vUttd  akcfgfsUief  to  the  dilates  o#craeIty  of  injuHice. 

Con^Mtn^y  to  ^e  ftafe  of  fubordination  in  which  Hindoo 
ivotnen  ftpe  placed^  rt  has  been  jis^ed  expedient  to  debar  them  the 
life  of  leecefi.  The-  Hindoos  hold  the  invariable  language,  thad 
acquired  accomplifliments  are  not  neceffary  to  the  domeftte  elafles 
o£  ths  femaiis  fe^,  Wf^bsr  for  conMbati«g  to  her  individud  hap* 
piotis,  or  prefemng  the  Seeotvm-  of  diara^ep,  and  fimplicity  of 
inaniiert,.  whid$  albtie  render  her  ufeful  or  amiable,  in  the  effima^' 
tio«  €tf  tfeer  femily^  They  urge  Hbat  a  knowledge  of  Hiterature 
mfaldi  cdndaee'  tot  4»a.W  a  woman  from  her  houfehold  cares,  and 
give  a  difrelifli  to  thofe  offices,  in  which  coniift  the  only  fatisfadlion 
and  amtrfhnent  that  flie  can*,  with  propriety,  and  an  obfervance  of 
c^^titud^  parts^  of  $  and  Aich  is  the  force  &i  cuftom^  that  a  Hin- 
doo woman  would  incur  a  fevere  reproi^cli,  were  it  known, that  flie 
^uld  read  or  write.  The  Hindoo  dancijig  girls,  whofe  occupations 
are  avowedly  devoted  to  the  public  pleaflire,  are,  on  the  contrary 
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taught  the  ufe  of  letters,  and  are  minutely  inftru€bed  In  the  kno«r« 
ledge  of  every  attraction  and  blandiihment>  whkh  can  operate  in 
communicating  the  fenfual  pleafure  of  love.  Thefe  women  are 
not  obliged  to  feek  (belter  in  private  haunts,  nor  are  they,  on  ac«* 
count  of  their  profeffional  conduC^,  marked  with  opprobrious 
iligma.  They  compofe  a  particular  clafs  of  fociety,  and  enjoy  the 
avowed  protc6lion  of  government,  for  which  they  are  aflelTed  ac- 
cording to  their  feveral  capacities.  No  religious  ceremony  or  fe£* 
tival  is  thought  to  be  completely  performed,,  with^the  accompany- 
ment  of  dancing  women.  They  ufually  attend  on  a  certain  day  of 
the  week,,  at  the  court  of  the  prince  or  governor  of  the  diftri£^»  ei- 
ther to  make  an  obeifance,  or  exhibit  a  profeffional  entertainment; 
and  in  fome  of  the  provinces,,  they  are  endowed  with,  grants  of  the 
public  lands.* 

An  Hindoo  family  is  governed  with  efficient  power  by  the 
male  ienior  member,  to  whom  the  other  branches  ihew  an  atten« 
tive  refpeft,  and  in  domeftic  life  a  ready  fubmiffion*  A  fan  will 
not  fit  in  the  prefence  of  his  father  without  exprefs  defire,  and  in 
his  deportment  and  converfation,  obferves  to  him  a  dutiful,  as  well 

*  The  Hindoo  dancing.- women  are  here  only  alluded  to,  andthofe  particularly  who 
affift  which  is  a  numerous  clafs)  at  the  ceremonies  of  worihip.  As  they  receive  a 
maintenance  from  the  revenue  of  the  pagod%  or  from-  private  perfens,  they  are  not  drt-- 
yen  by  nec^ffity  into  a  promifcuous  intercourfe  with  the  world,  fiut  it  is  to  be  obfer« 
ved,  that  thofe  who  do  not  receive  any  permament  ftipend,  are  little  lefs  diflblute  and 
abandoned  in  their  habits  of  Ufe,  th^n  a  female  of  fimiUr  defcription  in  European 
countries. 

as 
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a9  afIe6tionate,  behaviour.  In  the  courfe  of  a  long  refidence  in  In- 
dia>  and  rather  a  clofe  inveftigation  of  Hindoo  cufloms  and  man- 
ners, I  never  difcovered  what  our  language  has  termed  a  free  think- 
cr.*  The  mod  celebrated  chara£ters  amongft  the  Hindoos,  and 
thdur  men  of  the  world,  as  Scindia,  Nanah  PumaweeSj-f-  and  the 
Bhohulla,  betieve  the  tenets  of  the  dodrine  of  Brimha  with  as 
much  (incerity,  and  pra£licc  the  minuteft  ceremony  with  as  much 
icrupulous  attention,  as  the  fimpleft  or  moft  bigotted  peai&nt  in 
the  country. 

lam,  Dear  Sir> 

Yours>  &;Ct  &c. 


^  There  are  fome  fchifmatic  feds  found  amongft  the  Hindoos,  and  even  clafles  of 
that  people,  who  rejcSt  the  authority  of  the  Baids,  and  the  whole  conftru&ion  of  Bra- 
tnin  mythology ;  but  however  pure  the  original  mode  of  their  worlhtp  might  have 
been,  it  is  now  groisly  entangled  with  ceremony  and  emblem.  The  moft  confiderablc 
branch  of  thefe  fe£bries  is  denominated  Pooje ;  who  have  beftowed  on  the  ohjtGt  of 
their  adoration,  the  title  Paurufs  Naut^  which  in  the  Sanfcrit  may  be  termed  the  lord  of 
Ae  alchymical  philofopher*s  ftone. 

t  Mharattah  chiefs  of  eminence. 


LET- 
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LETTER     IIL 

Benares^y  30/^  November ^   1782, 
MY  DEAR  SIR, 

V^  N  the  3d  of  this  month,  I  made  an  ex^ 
cui'fion  to  Bidg'Nghur,*  a  place  rendered  famous  in  the  Bengal  an* 
nals,  from  a  large  amount  of  plunder  acquired  there  by  the  Eng- 
lifli  troops.  On  the  firft  day,  I  arrived  at  Lutteef-ghur,  about  18 
miles  to  the  fouthweft  of  Be|nares.  The  fort  was  entirely  deferted, 
and  the  pafTage  approaching  to  it  is  almofl  choaked  up  by  brufh* 
wood,  and  the  proje6ted  branches  of  trees.  Lutteef-ghur  ftands 
in  the  centre  of  a  circular  range  of  hills^  &om  the  fummit  of 
which,  a  thick,  and  in  moft  places  a  high  wood,  reaches  to  the 
walls  of  tlie  fort.  The^  air  of  this  fpot  being  depriv€xl  of  a  quick 
circulation,  has  acquired  a  malignant  quality,  and  ^communicated 
its  pernicious  influence  to  all  animal  Codies.  It  is  in  thefe  fitua* 
tions,  where  as  it  is  termed,  the  hill  fever  is  produced  : — a  difeafe, 
which  pervading  every  part  of  the  animal  ceconomy,  contaminates 

*  Bidgi  and  Idgi,  according  to  the  mythology  of  the  Hindoos,  keep  watch  at  the 
fate  of  Paradife  \  Ghur,  in  the  Hindoo,  is  a  fortrefs  or  ftrong  hold. 

the 
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the  whole  mafs  of  bloody  and  will  only  yield  to  the  power  of  mer- 
cury. The  water  alfo  in  fuch  places  partakes  of  the  like  baneful 
property : — it  (hould  feem  that  the  air  iufufes  into  this  element,  a 
certain  portion  of  that  peftiferous  quality,  with  which  the  climate 
of  woody  and  confined  countries  in  India  is  ever  pregnant*  The 
falling  of  the  branches  and  leaves  into  rivulets  and  refervoirs 
of  water,  may  likewife  increafe  the  noxious  efFeft,  Having  fre- 
quently witriefTed  the  ill  effe£ts  of  a  confined  air,  I  am  the  more 
emboldened  to  hazard  thefe  conjectures ;  which  I  will  clofe  with 
noticing  to  you,  that  wherever  I  have  obferved  an  impurity  of  air 
Ike  water  has  been  equally  pernicious* 

At  the  gate  of  the  fort,  had  taken  up  his  lonely  refidence^  a 
Mahometan  Faquir,  who  bore  on  himi  poor  man !  evident  proofs 
of  the  deftruftive  climate  of  Lutteef-ghur  j — he  was  meagre^  wan, 
9nd  nearly  confumed  by  the  violence  of  a  fever  and  ague.  When  I 
dcfired  him  to  leave  fo  melancholy  a  ftation,  and  go  where  he  might 
recover  his  health,  he  (hewed  little  attention  to  the  advice,  and 
prefertd,  he  faid,  an  exiftehce  in  this  place,  under  a  load  of  mifery 
and  the  precarious  charity  of  paflfengers,  to  the  riik  of  ftarving  in 
places  where  he  might  be  wholly  unknown. 

On  the  4th,  after  a  Journey  of  about  twenty  miles,  I  arrived 
near  the  foot  of  Bidgi-ghur  hill,  where  I  (lept,  and  in  the  morning 
walked  up  to  the  fort,  which  is  a  circumvallation  of  the  crown  of 
a  rocky  hill,  meafuring  from  the  immediate  baie  to  the  fummit,  a 
little  more  perhaps  than  two  miles. 

The 
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The  artificial  fortification  is  neither  ftrong,  nor  Is  it  compofcd 
of  fubftantial  materials,  as  is  feen  by  a  fiffure  of  the  wall,  caufed 
by  the  rains  of  the  laft  year,  and  alfo  by  a  breach  that  was  made 
during  the  fiege  ;  which  (hew  that  the  wall  is  chiefly  compofed  of 
rough  ftones  cemented  with  clay.  This  ftrong  hold  owes  its  im- 
portance foiely  to  its  height  and  fleepnefs ;  and  had  it  been  de- 
fended with  a  common  ftiare  of  condufl  and  fpirir,  the  capture 
would  have  been  attended  with  much  difficulty  and  bloodfhed.  It 
has  been  faid  indeed,  that  exclufively  of  the  hazardous  attempt  of 
taking  Bidgi-ghur  by  dorm,  the  greater  part  of  the  troops  would 
have  been  deftroyed  by  fevers,  had  they  remained  in  that  quarter  d 
month  longer.  Three  deep  refervoirs,  excavated  on  the  top  of  the 
hill,  plentifully  fupply  the  garrifon  with  water.  Some  of  the 
baftions  on  the  eaftern  fide  are  fiipported  by  branches  of  the  rock, 
which  projefting  horizontally  eight  or  ten  feet  from  the  fummit, 
holds  out  in  the  air  a  folid  foundation.  The  profpe6l  around  is 
diverfified  and  pidurefque,  but  when  you  throw  the  eye  on  the  deep 
and  rugged  precipice  beneath,  the  view  is  infinitely  grand,  though 
not  diverted  of  that  horror,  which  naturally  aflfefts  the  mind  in 
coi)templating  objefls  from  To  abrupt  a  height*  The  rifing  and 
fetting  fun  at  Bidgi-ghur  exhibits  a  magnificent  fcene,  and  excites 
a  train  of  ideas  ftrongly  imprefied  with  a  grateful  admiration  of 
the  firft  caufe  of  nature.  The  view  of  the  fetting  fun  takes  in  the 
river  Soane,  which  is  feen  winding  its  ftream,  brightened  by  the 
rays  of  the  weftern  light,  through  a  long  tract  of  diverfified  coun- 
try. 
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itry^^rsfii  ifixt^  itlfi>;  appears  on  tbe  fidie  of.  a  d)fl:«/at  hilK  ,^hipH  is 
Jonlir  Inrcni^htintoitHe eyefaitig  proTffei^. '      .  /     > )       .?:      : 

The  village  of  Mow,  fitiiatc  at.  thf?  hsrftojtj  pf  the  <lefpent, 
which  before  the  capture  of  Bidgi-ghur  was  well  peopled,  and 
pofieflfed  a  confid^ble  comm^rCP*  is  now  deferted  and  in  ruins. 
This  jdttageg!  whofis  iofs  is  ieverely  felt  in  many  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, afforded  the  only  mart  on  that  quarter  for  fupplying  the 
wants  of  the  bordering  mountaineers,  who  reforted  thither,  and 
bartered  their  wares  for  the  produce  of  the  low  lands.  Since  the 
depopulation  of  Mow  this  commercial  communication  has  ceafed, 
and  the  Benares  traders  maintain  little  connection  with  the  inha^ 
bitants  of  the  hills,  who  are  a  hardy  adive  race  of  men,  and  were 
they  encouraged  like  thofe  of  Bauglepore  to  enter  into  our  fervice, 
an  ufeful  body  of  fbldiers  might  be  acquired.  They  are  not,  it 
is  f^d,  fubjedt  to  that  fpecies  of  fever  incident  to  a  hilly  country, 
which  has  operated  fo  fatally  on  the  health  of  our  troops }  nor 
do  they  entertain  thofe  prgudices  in  their  mode  of  living  which 
afFe6k  the  higher  ranks  of  the  Hindoos,  and  which  have  been 
fouiid  to  embarrafs  military  operations.  An  introduction  alfo  of 
a  foreign  clafs  of  men  into  the  army,  might  be  conducive  by  its 
counterpoife,  to  the  enfuring  the  fidelity  of  the  whole  body  of 
native  troops. 

BuLWANT  Smg,  through  a  channel o£ . intrigue ^and  direfl: 

di(honefty,  qualities  he  notorioufly  poffeffed,  feized  on  Bidgi-ghur, 

which  he  ilrengthened  and  made  the  principal  repofitory  of  his 

Vol.  I  I  wealth} 
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wealth ;  dnd  Cheyt  Sffig,*  who  augmented  tiie  woriu  and  haoAA 
the  treafurei^  eonftru£led  a  ftroog  bridge  e£  ftone  aver  »  iniA 
river  that  ikirts  che  bottom  of  the  hilL  >       Hh 

I  am,  Diear  Slr^ 

Voio%  &e»  Idi 


•  Th»  S—rfBuiWMit  !M>^e»«n*»o»>.|gyrinc  klhe  Owp  rfS»iba«» 
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f  ... 

!  .       ..      »  ^  .       '  .  *         • 

.       T9  T,D,F,      .        '^Ikbakad^  x-jtb  Dec.  1782,. 
.  MY  I>BA&  Slil, 

X  HE  want  of  a  folyeft  to  infonsi  or  amulb 
|i^  nsM  tbeoQlgf  cti^^  of  o^y  xiot  fixn^r  arlnvwwWdgng  your 
kifig^aad  Teiy:]!!!!!!  letter. .  Yoii  may  witli  c<Mvfi48i>Cfl  tlplieyc,,  thjit 
9  fQi|;ct;£«ln«ii8  iiyf  tliQ  laatiy  offices  of  IrkncUhip  wbidi  I  have  <s- 
peneooed  ^  ^<w;  bands,  will  never  be  dafibd  in  tbe  roU  of  my 
^Hfflfe^'^bjfib^  GodJiQows,  alreactjr^?  ^QJ<mg».^ttl  wdtnp^ 
gK:  wbfa  I  "^r  |tb«t  J  bold  ^e  eonne^Uon  i^bacb  bw  f>  ipns 
fubdii^^  betfweea  -wfc  if  the  -cbiefeft  faooor  and  cx«dit  of  my  life. 
.  -  \  AM,]^ow tP  JUi^KyBTiOi^i  that  ha^^iig  sefi^hred  sm. propeedbig  tQ 
Eurqfiie  J^a.  w#f^  ^^i?^>  I  flflvM^ed  the  name  of  9  Geoij^aab.  % 
i»  ial(e  of  traveUiag  wi^  iwre  la^e^i  ^(i  ;]i6||;.  B^iirp?  op  ^ 
12^  of  .this  nkontht  moiHUled  vpfm\a^^  hpcie.  A^  a  jounMgf 
of  £)ur  4s^  lor  forty  c^flfe^  m,  ^hif^.  noj^^tiaiMr  .9cq^r|^ao; 
fell  out,  I  arrived  at  Allahabad.  About  mid-way  commences  the 
territory «af  Oodit  IvHeb  is  immediafedy  difliagaifliodi^oin  that  of 
Senates  by  its  barren  and  defolate  afpedt.    The  fortrefs  of  Allaha- 

I  a  bad. 


bad,  founded  by  Acbar»*  ftands  on  the  point  of  land  which  fota» 
the  confluence  of  the  Ganges  and  Juoima  ; — a  fituation  beautiful 
as  it  is  c(Mximodious  j  and  in  the  feafon  of  the  year  when  the  Aovf 
of  water  k  fpaclous  andrapid,-  exhibits  a  fcene  of  uncommon  gran-; 
deur.  On  one  fide^  the  Ganges  is  feen  rolling  down  a  ftrong  and 
yellow  tide,  and  on  the  other,  the  Jumma  glides  with  a  clearer 
Aream  clofc  t«  the  walls  of  the  fort.  To  this  ^vorite  and  Sacred 
^t  a  large  aflembly  of  Hindoos  refort  attSn  annual  period -to 
wa(h  away  their  fins,  and  obtain  permiflipa^to  begin  ft  new  fcore; 
The(e  pilgiims,  -who  avelaid  tmder  contiibtitions  for  participating 
this  indulgence,  fumifiithe  yeafly.fmm  o£  ^*<>ut'5^,bBb  irti{feer'?3 
the  Vizier'8'  ttcafury.  -  The  fort  of  AllAabad,  Wifach  ?s 'imift  bi^ 
Aone,  occupies  a  targe  ^>sice  of  ground,  and  has' been' amply  fup*^' 
pfied- with  fiiperb  and  uieful  bittIdihgs,''Whe^her  for  promoting  th^ 
pleafurer  or  converiienecs  trf"  Jifc.'  -'The 'jUkce  entitled  the^Ghidi? 
Fadfliil*^W  one'of  the  beft  Mahbro^Wnianfions  I^-hiv6'hitIiert3 
feen ;  But  the  want  of  fottable  tcnaxts  has  t)€eafibned  great  idifoir-J 
8er5  in  it.  The  inftite  «f  its  tfj>pcr  irooni^is  cohflirtifted  <if  niai^le 
©f  variflgAted  ic<^a«j  -and  iwwtJf  adjiftfed;-^  Plfeik'Hasf'apkrfitrehn 
^  Wd  of  the  wbifl(^'iss  he  is-  entitlea  by  ftii'TtiJ^^fb;  hafti  i  dif^ 
Jinft  view  of  twelve  dlfiereiA'^fAitsi'bf  female  apartments';  in  the 
front  of  which, 'whto  the  mortiirdi  iffiies^tMiP^ahaa*e,'iiii  beaU^ 

t  The- Imperial  Apartment.       .   .     >  r  -       ' 

1    i  tpQUS 
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teous  handmaids  are  arrau^ed  m  his  fight  that  he  may  felefl  the 
livorite <^f  ibe  day.  cThe imperial  choice,  or  rather  edifl,  (to  what 
])»miliation&  da  thrlawa  of  Mahomet  fub^e^l  yc  my  fair  fviends ! ). 
ia  conveyed  i<>  tbet.£artiuiate  damfel,  and  fall  joyoiifly  doth  her 
heart  beat»  vr^o  on 'the  day  of  review  attra6ls  the  fancy  of  her 
lord ;— -*for  jme  paflion  of  vanity  is  faid  oftentimes  to  fupply^in  a 
femafe-br^^  the  place  of  love.  J  ihould.not  difli^ke,  my  friend, 
to  be  a  VadOaak  myfelfi  were  it  not  thatnwiy  of  them  ha.ve  had 
their  throats  cytbjr  theijr  friends,  and  bc^n  compelled  to  drink  very 
bitter  poticfi^  ;^>finee  litabie  to  fucli  ^reatm^nt^A^uch;  good  ta»yi 
thqr  £ne  ladier  and  o^her.  fine  things  du  them ! 

J^N  the  palace  yard  ftands  a  round  pillar  of  about  forty  feet 
high,  coniifting  of  an  entire  done,  which  coariEely  refemblies  thb 
pprphyry^^^  and^feems  covered  with  ^n  infcript¥)i)»;iii  the  Ancient; 
llindooeharafter^  but  the  letters,  ^re^io  GMiftk  laffaecKl  aed  imptif* 
ed  by^the  ravages  of  fime,,  which/  my  friend^  fpares  notevep  iQar« 
bl^e,  that  they  are  become  iltegible«  The  e^^ion  of  thi$  ttionu^ 
xt^%  \s  attril?ute4  tio  Beemfl^e,  whom  your  jBramin  will  tell  you^ 
fizs  iQ  hi^d^y,  ^powerful  chiefs  aqd.One  of  t^  principal;  warriora 
in  the*  Mbah  Bhaut.^ .  But  as  a  devout  believer,  you  muft  not 
repfife  too.  mufih;faith.on  the  Bramin's  account  of  the  sra  in  wl^ich 
this  Beemfliynv^i^  faid  to  have  floui^iOied  s;  for  Jbe  will  t^U  you  that 
our  gnat  -pno^^tor  waa  not  even  heard  of  io  ^fe  days.    The 

*  Thi&jg^eat  war  whiob  was  carried  on  by  the  Pauoch<>paun-Deye,  or  the  cmnpa^l 
if  the  five  Brothers,  againft  Dur-jodin»    See  Wilkin's  Gbeeta^ 
•  :  :;  .N:j  Maho- 


70  FORSTEH'S    TRAVELS  . 

Mahometans,  who  as  funoufly  deftroyed  every  monument  and  cu^ 
rious  veftige  not  expreflive  oi  their  dojftrine,  as  (h^  were  a^uated 
by  a  blind  zeal  in  its  propagation  and  iiipport,  have  endcavdartfd 
to  claim  the  conftru6Hoa  of  this  piltar,  and  cmt  the  Hijidoo  re- 
tord,  they  have  engraved  the  names;  oi  many  of  thdr  emperors, 
fince  the  time  of  Babr.* 

This  pillar,  which  bears  die  mark  of  great  antiquity,  dearly 

'  evinces  that  Allahabad  was  a  place  of  importance  long  before  the 
^ra  <^  the  M^Aometan  conqueft  of  India.  We  fliould  pafs  ifi<- 
jleed  a  c<Mitemptuous,  not  to  fay  on  unjuft  cenfure,  on  the  under- 
(landing  of  the  ancient  Hindoos,  did  we  kLppoie  that  they  had 
overlooked  a  iituation,  at  once  fo  favourable  to;  the  poformanee  of 
thmr  religious  duties,  and  f6  happily  adapted  to  the  enjoyments  of 

•  1^.  Almoft  as  many  cities  have  been  brought  forwand  by  rao^ 
dem  writers  to  pftfer  their  claims  to  the  Pblyb^i!^  of  Incdia,  as 
of  old,  contefted  for  the  birth-place  of  Hotter.  Monfieur  d'Aa- 
ville,  the  celebn^ted  French  geographer,  leems  to  give  the  palm  to 
AUdhttbai.  Strabo  h&s  made  mei^Hato  of  a  grand  caufewtly,  lead- 
!ng  from  Polybotdtt  into  the  inteiior  parts  of  the  country,  and  as 
futh  ftro^res  ore  durable  and  conlpicuous,  it  is  to  be  ftippofed  that 
feme  i«mwis  of  this  road  woirid  have  yet  been  vifible  $  but  on  a 
careful  examifiatioA  I  could  not  tfiicover  its  moft  £flant  trace; 
A  mound  of  eardi  appears  on  lS»  weftern  Ihoreof  theOonges, 

f^The  fitft  Emperor  of  die  race  of  Timur,  ivho  &t  c»  the  throne  of  HindoOan. 

extending 
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CitencKng  about  a  mile  m  a  line  with  the  river  where  it  apr 
l^roadbes  the  fort,  which  has  been  evidently  thrown  up  to  prevent 
the  ftre^  in  the  feaibn^  of  the  floods,  from  overflowing  or  injuring 
thetown^ 

In  touching  09  the  fubjefl  of  All^abad»  it  is  neoefiary  to  no^ 
tice  the  tomb  of  Sultan  Khufro.  This  maufokum,  about  a  mile 
.to  the  eaAward  of  the  tolvn>  ftands  in  the  midft  of  a  fpacious 
jjapdeB  enclofed  with  a  h^gh  walU  and  well  fqppliod  with  a  variety 
of  flower  and  fruit  trecs$i  but  from  want  of  oukun  they  look 
xqgged  and  barren*  Bong,  clad  in  the  Mahometan  had)tt,  and 
ifttimatilig  a  define  to  offer  up  my  pira|f ers  at  the  royal  fhrine^  I 
was  immecb^ely  adentted.  The  poUic  cdificfii  of  die  Mahomo-^ 
ttps  bdng  ccNftftnif^ed  of  the  wodt  fpecies  of  what  ia  tevtnod  the 
Go^c  ordCir^  tibiey  isUM^  affi>rd  mtidi  pka&re  to  the  European 
^ye,  wluch  is  i«>w  taught  to  r^rd  only  the  more  fimple  and 
<bafl$e  praj^Mtions  of  art*  Yet  the  tomb  of  Khufro,  though 
430iDpiifing  few  of  llhe  rules  of  archlteflare,  hath  in  its  appear«- 
ancil  ionttfthisfg  peeuliaiSy  ploafing^  and  diAifes  around  it  an  air 
fpf  mbbtidioly,  coogeniaUy  fuited  to  the  ptirpole  of  its  foun* 
dation.  The  building  is  nearly  a  fquare,  raifed  from  the  ground 
1^  a  law  mi^t  of  Xlepit  aod  has  a  <viaulted  roo£  in  the  form 
of  a  dome»  whofe  outfide  is  covered  with  tiles  of  a  fine  clay> 
ftained  with  ft  di^pfity  of  colours,  on  virhich  die  reflcdHon  of 

^  This  opinion  docs  not  prerume  to  include  the  mominents  at  Agra,  which  have 
deferved  the  warmeft  approbation  of  our  ccfebratcd  artifts* 

the 
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the  futv  prod  aces  a  pleafmg  tSt6t.    No  fund  t>eing  eftabliflied 

for  fupporiing  this  monument,  it  cannot  long  furvive  the  numerous 

jedifices  now  fcattered  in  ruins  through  the  environs  of  Allahabad. 

Adjoining  to  the  tomb  of  Khufro^  is  one  of  a  fmaller  fize,  which 

a   mendicant  informed  me  was  ere£^ed  in   commemoration  of 

one  of  the  female  branches  o(  the  imperial  family.    Some  Maho- 

tnetan  priefts  who  live  in  the  garden^  keep  the  infide  of  the  mauio- 

^eum  decently  clean/ and  the  different  appurtenances  are  ftiU  in 

jgood  prefervation>  particularly  the  wooden  bier  in  which  the  body 

as  faid  to  be  depofited.^    Oblerving  a  fmall  curtain  fpread  on  the 

JW9II,  I  drew  it  afide,  and  muft  confefs  to  you  that  I  was  impreflfed 

-with  a  very  fenfible  awe,  on  difcovering  the  figure  of  an  open  hand^ 

:engraved  on  black  marble  :  when  I  adverted  t6  the  nature  of  the 

^lace,  and  the  ufe  to  which  it  had  been  applied,  I  at  firfl  fuppofed 

that  this  reprefentatioii  denoted  the  hand,  or  the  power  of  th6 

'Ddty ;  but  a  farther  recoUeftion  informed  me,  that  Mahomed,  Ali^ 

Fatima,-f*.  Hufiin^  and  HufTein,  were  defcribed  by  this  emblem ; 

and  that  in  compliance  with  the  law  which  excludes  all  works  of 

iculpture  and  painting  from  Mahometan  worihip,  it  had  been 

covered. 

The  Allahabad  diftri£ls  once  paid  into  the  royal  trejAfury  a  re- 


;•  Sdtan  Khuiro,  the  ddeft  ton  of  Tehanquir,  died  A.  D.  162a. 
t  Fatima,  the  daughter  of  Mahomed,  was  married  to  Ali,  and  had  tvfo  fons,  Huffia 
and  HuiTein* 


venue 
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ycunc  of  between  feventy  rind. eighty  lacks  of  rupees,  but  fuch  it 
the  impdveriilied  and  depopulated  ftate  of  the  Vizier*s  country, 
that  it  is  at  this  day  reduced  to  a  fourth  of  that  amount.  ShaiAah 
Khan,  who  was  appointed  by  Aurungzebe  to  govern  the  provinces 
of  Bengal  and  Bahar  after  the  death  of  Amir  Jumlah,*  hath  left 
many  monuments  of  his  liberality  in  the  vicinity  of  Allahabad. 
On  an  infulatSd  rock  in  the  Jurnna,  near  the*  city,  and  at  a  fmall 
diflance  from  the  fouth  (hore,  he  built  a  lofty  apartment,  which 
is  cooled  by  the  refreftiing  winds  of  the  river,  and  commands  <adxf- 
tant  and  wildly  diveriified  view.  A  Perfian  infcriptiori  which  I 
tranfcribedy  fays  that  Mahomed  Shirreef,  in  the  year  of  the  Hegira, 
'io55,-f*  finifhed  this  airy  feat  of  pleafure  by  order  of  ShaUlah 
Khan.^^But  from  great  men  and  their  fplendid  works^  ^let  me  66-^ 
icend  to  mor^  trivial  eoncatns,  and  to  ibme  account  of  my  private 
adventures.  ^  .--^  .    ;     -  ':  ■   •  -•-  ^' 

India,  you  know,  hath  ever  been  famed  for  affording  conve  « 
iiient  places  of . accphibdation  to  the. traveller,  who  at  the  diN 

,  .*K     '     .  » -■      (  '  '     '  II-...- 

tance  of  d^t  and  ten  itiilesr  ieldpoi  fails  meeting  with  a  publi« 
}odffhg,  or  a  rtfcrvoir  of  water,  where  he  niay  perform  his  ablu- 
tions, and  quench  his  thirft.  As  the  greater  part  oC  the  inhabi  • 
tants  of  India,  from  a  fiihplicity  of ^life,.  and  the "  clement  ftatt  of 
thdr  dimate,  have  but  few  fuperfluous  wanta^  «.  flight  defence 


*  The  officer  employed  bf  Auruogzebe  to  oppofe  Sultui  Sbujab. 
t  A.  D,  1645.  ... 

Vol.  I.  K  againft 
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jagcdnft  thfi  dm  and  rain,  a  ihnall  portion  of  cfe^thing,  With  plua 
'  food,  conflUute  a  large  (bare  of  their  real  ones.  In  upper  India» 
fhe  oeconomy  (^  Karawan  Scrab>^  or  as  it  is  ufoally  called  the 
Serauce,  is  conducted  by  better  regalations^  and  its  conveniencies 
more  (enfible  felt,  than  in  the  foatbem  parts  of  India*  An  in- 
clofed  area,  the  interior  iidesof  which  ccmtwi  fmall  apartments^ 
fronting  inwards  with  a  principal  gate-way,  is  appropriated  in 
every  village  of  note,  to  the  ufe  of  travellers^-f-  The  ftationary 
.te^i^ts  of  the  ferauce^  ipany  of  them  women,  and  Ibine  of  them 
Tery^  pretty^  approach  tl|e  traveller  on  his  entrance,  and  in  aU 
^luring.  language  defcribe  to  him  the  various  e3ccellendes  of  their 
ifevaal  lodgings.  When  the  choice  is  made,  (which  is  often  peiv 
l^lexing^  fo  many  are  the  iiiid«cenients  thtown  oat  on  all  fides  of 
J)im)  a  bad  $  is  laid  out  for  hi^  r^poTe^^-rsi  iinoaking  pipe  is  brought, 
and  the  utenfils  cleaned^  for  preparing  his  repaft.    The  neceiiary 

^  Keravanferah  Js  a  Peri^  and  Arabic  compound  of  Jbr,  fignifying  bufinefi,  r^tciuni 
iihe  participle  or  the  vcVb  ritfteeii,  to  go,  move,  proceed,  &c.  znd  of  Jirabf  an  habita* 
ttoa.  Tke  Tuckti^vai^^  vehicle. iiM.bj:  tcav^eis  in  mnf  parts  of  Afiuii  is  ftompofel 
of  the  words,  fu^t^  a  feat,  or  board,  and  the  aforementioned  participle.  I  have  venr 
tured  ^o  irifert  tbefe  etjrmologies  lor  the  ttfe  of  thole  who  are  not  converiant  in  the 
Pcsfian  Language  . 

t  S^ere,  Shah,  who  ^ve  Himumi  fronn  the  diione  of  Dolhi,  in  1542^  is  .find  ta 
have  been  the  firft  Mahometan^  who  eftaUiflied  ^Karavanferahs  in  India.  This  fad, 
aUb  rcoordM'in  Dcftr*s^ Uft<«]r,'  it  ««U  knotf n aoMogftrtha  nattt«s.-rSlMre  Shah  buik 
the  fort  of  Rhotas,  and  the  mauibleum  of  Safleram. 

X  The  ferauces  at  this  day  are  uiiially  given  in  rent. 

§  This  piece  of  fumitare,  of  very  fimpk  conftrudion,  has  tow  feet,  with  the  fidta 
and  xnds  formed  of  bamboo  or  common  rough  wood>  and  tiie  bottoto  of  laced  cords. 
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fiun  IS  ddivered  into  the  hands  generally  of  a  girl,  vtrbo  procures 
the  materials,  and  drefles  his  meal  in  a  moft  expeditious  m«!>iicr. 
For  two  domeftics  and  myfelf,  the  horie  and  his  keeper,  the  whole 
of  my  dayly  expenditure  amounted  to  a  fum,  which  as  you  wilt 
not  credit,  I  will  not  venture  to  note ;  and  on  days  when  I  was  in- 
clined to  feaft,  the  addition  of  two  or  three  pence  procured  a  fump- 
tuotts  fare,  with  the  occompanyment  of  a  fauce,  which  analderman 
over  his  caUipaih  might  figh  for.  ...    . 

Adieu,  my  dear  Sir, 

I  am  Tout's,  &c^  &c. 


K2  LET- 
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LETTER     V. 

T»L  D.F.         .  Lucknowt  ifi  Januaryy  1783. 
MY  DEAR  SIR, 

JM  Y  laft  letter  to  yoa  written  from  Allaha- 
bad, contained  fpme  defcription  of  that  place,  with  a  farrago  of 
defultory  remarks  arifing  fnmi  the  moment,  and  haltily  thrown 
together ;  but  flionld  the  peruial  have  given  a  little  amufement  or 
information,  I  will  contentedly  &crifioe  any  clums  to  genius  or 
method.— The  following  g^ves  the  det^  <^  my  journey  from  Alla- 
habad to  Lucknow,  and  though  cont£uning  no  matter  of  any 
fubftance,  may  a£R>rd  you  half  an  hour's  relaxation. 

On  the  20th  of  December,*— after  attending  at  the  funeral 
ceremony  performed  in  commemoration  of  HuiHn  and  Huffdn,  or 
rather  oX.  the  latter,  I  left  Allahabad,  and  went  no  farther  that  day 
than  B^hum*  Serauce,  a  llation  of  three  o^es.*!-   I  will  curforily 

*  Beghum  u  die  feminine  gender  of  Begh,  as  Kbanum  is  that  of  Khan,  bodi  tides 
•f  Tartar  extradion  :  the  latter  has  been  often  adopted  by  the  female  branches  <^  die 
imperial  fiimily  of  Timur. 

f  Two  Britiib  miles  maj  be  given  to  die  average  meafurement  of  a  cols. 

embrace 
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embrace  this  occafion  of  informing  you,  that  Huflin  and  Huilein^ 
were  the  fons  of  Ali»  the  fon-inrlaw  and  nephew  of  the  Aralnan 
prophet.  During  the  war  which  the  firft  Mahomet  maintained 
againft  the  Infidels^  (fo  the  profeiibr  of  the  new  faith  denominated 
tfaofe  of  a  different  creed),  Huilin  was  poifoned,.  and  Huffein  was 
ijain  in  battle.  They  confequently .  became  martyrs ; — and  the 
tomb  of  Huflein,  which  was  ere£led  in  the  vicinity  of  Bagdat,  is 
hdd  by  the  Sheahs*  in  the  fame  degree  of  veneration,  with  that  of 
their  prophet,  by  the  other  Mahometan  fe£laries« 

Oh  the  <ift,/eat  my  breakfail  and  finoaked  my  pipe  at  Tutty- 
pour,  or  the  place  of  victory.  On  enquiry  why  a  village  fo  mean 
^xd  iinall,  had  been-  diftinguiihed  by  fo  great  a  name,  I  was  told, 
that  in  former  times,  fome  fignal  viSory  had. been  obtained  there; 
but  nqr  intelligencer  knew  nothing  of  the  parties  conceroed.— In 
ibc  evening,  having  this  day  travelled  fix  coifes,  I  halted  at  Alum 
Chund,  tfaei  north-weft  limit  of  the  Allahabad  diftrids.  The  coun- 
try had  a  barren  and  defolate  afpe£t  $  the  caufe  of  which  was  af- 
cribed  to  the  rapadty  of  a  former  renter.  On  entering  the  fe- 
xauce,  I  found  the  hofts  with  their  fpoufes,  bufily  occupied  in  the 
celebration  of  a  marriage*  Whether  it  was  owing  to  the  rare  oc- 
currence of  this  ipecies  of  ceremony,  (for  they  are  a  people  as  void 
of  reftraint  or  form  as  any  under  the  fun)  or  whether  previous 
difficulties  had  till  now  obftrudted  the  union,  I  will  not  pretend 

^  The  Mahometans  of  tlje  kCt  of  Ali,  are  to  called. 

to 
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tf>  determine ;  but  the  joy  and  merrunent  which  ctrcultted  ta  tkeii^ 
afiembly,  could  not  be  &xrpaStA.  The  men  were  coUe£^  in  af 
t)ody^  drinking  arrack,  and  beating  a  tonwtom  ;^  and  die  women^ 
in  a  Separate  coterie,  were  chewing  better  and  fpealdng  very  knid- 
and  quick.  Though  tins  jubilee  had  engrofled  a  great  ihare  of 
their  attention,  they  gave  me  a  good  fupper,  and  a  omiibrtabte 
lodging. 

On  the  22d, — I  arrived  at  the  KorrakMankkpours— -eight 
cofTes  and  an  l]ialf.  In  my  way,  I  halted  during  the  heat  of  the  day 
at  the  ferauce  of  Shahzadpour,  which  together  with  the  town,  is 
iaid  to  have  been  built  by  the  Shaiftah  Khan,^  mentioned  in  my  laft 
l^tcr.  This. nobleman,  according  to  Bemier,  was  highly  cdebrattd* 
fpr  his  eloquence,  and  elegant  ftyle  of  writing,  which  it  is  thoc^t 
contributed  to  promote  the  early  fuccefs  of  Axivvmguibe.  'Che  fe^ 
muce  of  Shahzadpour,  built  chiefly  of  brick  aod  mortari  has  fpa-^^ 
cious  and  commodious  apartments,  but  from  want  of  Fepair,  one 
angle  of  it  has  fallen  into  ruins.  It  is  ferioufly  to  be  kmentedt 
that  edifices  founded  on  principles  of  fuch  public  ipirit,  or  motives 
equally  beneficial  to  the  flate,  and  whofe  ufes  are  fo  univer£dly  felt, 
fhould  be  fulFered  to  moulder  into  decay.  It  would  feem,  that 
when  the  larger  ferauces  were  firft  founded,  certainf  portions  of  land^ 
or  other  eftablifhed  funds,  were  fet  apart  for  keeping  them  in 


*  A  fmall  drum. 

t  He  was  the  maternal  iiiicl^  of  Aurung^ebe* 


neceflary 
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afteffiny  order :  but  fuch  has  been  the  £ftra£ted  ftate  of  Hindoftaa 
^r  thefe  kter  periods,  and  fuch  the  oppreflions,  or  perhaps  po- 
verty of  its  rulers,  that  thefe  grants  have  rither  been  refumed,  or 
diverted  into  other  channels.  In  fHgmatizing  any  fpecific  claft  of 
men,  I  bdieve  I  have  ccHumitted  an  error ;  for  on  a  more  di^pafli- 
onate  view,  a  lai^  ihare  of  cenfure  falls  on  the  people  at  large.  In 
IncUa,  ofientation,  fdf-love,  vanity,  or  whatever  term  may  be  befi; 
fitted  to  the  paffion  wfaofe  effe£^s  I  mean  to  delcribe,  has  ufurped 
as  powerful  a  fway  over  the  minds  of  the  people,  as  in  any  circle 
of  the  globe;  and  it  b  exemplified  in  various  fhapes,  but  in  none 
more-  thah  in  the  foundation  of  public  works.  On  obierving  once, 
a  Hindoo  of  Ibme  diftin6Hon  fuperintending  the  conftrudiott  of 
a  i^oe  of  wor(hip,  I  afked  him  why,  in  a  country  famed  for  its 
charitable  beneft^tions,  fo  many  did  edifices  allotted  to  the  purr 
pdfes  oi  fdig^  and  hofpitaUty  were  pemuttied  to  faii  to  the 
ground,  wtucb,  had  they  been  rqMired,  laige  fiuns  of  money  would 
have  been  &ved,  and  many  a  valuable  monument  of  antiquity  ref- 
eoed  firosn  obfivion.  He  candidfy  told  me,  diat  were  he  to  expend 
las  whole  eftate  on  repairs,  die  work  would  flill  retain  the  name 
<^  its  ori^nal  fbunder  j  but  by  Ae  erection  of  a  new  on^  it  would 
be  traniinitted  tol  poAerity  in  his  own.  By  this  re^fter  of  fiune, 
it  (homd  feem  that  the  entire  credit  of  conftru£ting  a  pagoda, 
fxmd,  or  ierauce,  will  be  given  to  him  who  firft  raifed  the  fabric, 
and  no  account  taken  of  the  occafional  embellKher  of  fuch  ftruc^ 
tures.— This  digrelfion  hath  prevented  me  from  fooner  informing 
.      .  you. 
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you,  that>  to-day  I  loft  my  road ;  inftead  of  fimply  going  to  Ma* 
nickpour,  my  place  of  deftination,  I  went  to  Kurrah  N(^nkkpour^ 
where  I  pa(i(ri  a  very  unpleafant  tiight.  The  air  was  intcnfely 
cold,  and  my  fervants  who  purfued  the  right  road,  carried  with 
them  my  baggage  and  my  purfe.  The  good  woman  at  the  fer^uce, 
old,  though  very  adivct  kindly  provided  a  Tapper  at  the  rifk  of  not 
being  paid»  for  I  had  advifed  her  of  the  mifcarriage ;  but  (he  could 
procure  no  fuccedaneum  for  a  quilt^  fo  that  I  was  kept  fhiveringly 
awake  the  whol^  night. 

Ad joi  N IK  G  to  the  village  of  Kurrali  Manickpour,  on  a  hill,  are 
the  remains  of  a  confiderabie  fort.  Amongft  the  ruins  I  obferved 
fome  mutilated  fragments  of  Hindoo  fculpture,  of  the  ianie  ftylc 
as  that  icen  on  a  curious  monument  of  ancient  date  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Benares.  Feftoons  of  flowers  are  fculptured  on  this 
monument,  which  for  the  fimple  el^ancy  ai  the  defign  and  tafle, 
as  well  as  the  exa£b  nicety  of  the  execution,  may,  in  my  opinion^ 
vie  with  the  works  of  European  mafters.  The  Hindoos  of  this 
4ay  have  a  flender  knowledge  of  the  rules  (^.proportion,  and  heme 
o^  perlpe6Uve.  They  are  juft  imitators,  and  correct  workmen ; 
but  they  pofieft  merely  the  glimmerings  of  genius.* 

On  the  23d,  eroded  the  Ganges  at  Gootree»  two  miles  below 


*  This  obfervation  is  verified  at  a  village  of  pofite  the  city  of  Benares^  at  4ie  gar« 
3ens  of  Ramnagur,  where  Cheyt  Sing  has  ere£ted  a  large  range  of  coftly  Wildings^  in 
fome  of  which  ftonc  figures  are  placcdi  of  very  aukward  dimenfions  and  dull  expieffiom 

Kurrah 
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Kurrah  Manickpour,  and  arrived  at  Muftaphabad,  a  ftage  of  nine 
coiies.  Almas  Alt  Khan  is  the  manager  or  renter  of  a  large  trafi 
of  country  lying  on  the  fouth  of  the  Ganges,  which  appears  in  a 
lefs  defolate  ftate  than  any  other  part  of  the  Vizier's  dominions 
which  I  have  fcen.  From  the  ruins  of  Kurrah  fort,  the  Ganges 
is  feen  winding  beautifully  round  the  bottom  of  the  hill^  and  on 
the  northern  fhore,  immediately  oppofite,  ftands  the  village  of 
Manickpour.  I  found  my  fervants  at  Muftaphabad,  to  whom  I 
referred  the  hofpitable  hoftefs^  who  had  been  obliged  to  accompany 
me  fo  far,  for  payment  of  the  laft  night^s  fcore« 

On  the  24th, — at  Bare'dy,  a  fortified  town^  12  co^.  The 
country  from  the  laft  ftation  is'  much  covered  with  jungle,*  and 
wkere  the  profpeft  opened^  but  little  cultivation  appeared,  except 
in  the  diftriAs  of*  Almas,  wUch  are  but  comparatively  well  con* 
ditioned.  I  have  feen  only  a  land  of  deiolatioii,  exhiinting  the 
fcattered  veftiges  of  former  proijperity. 

On  the  25th, — at  Doqfindy^  8  coflcs.  The  principal  town  of 
?$,  diftdCt,  tented. by  one  of  the  ViEiers  fav<Mite  Hindoos^  who  has 
l^d  out  a  large  garden  at  this  place,  in  which  are  two  neat  fum* 
mer  houfes. 

On  the  26,— at  Safandy,  10  cofles.  There  is  little  elfeto  note 
than  the  wild  appearance  of  a  barren  country ;  the  reverfe  of  what 
I  expeded  to  fee  in  the  vicinity  of  a  capital  city. 

*  All  foreft  wood  in  India,  is  ttvmed  jungle. 

Vol.  I.  L  On 
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Om  the  27th, — at  Lucknovsr,  8  cofles^  I  took  a  lodging  in 
Jthe  AiTrofF  ferauce ;  and  to  prevent  as  much  as  poflible  the  riik  of 
difcovery,  I  difcharged  all  my  fervants^  except  one,  on  whom  I 
Cpuld  place  a  reafonable  confidence. 

Luc&NQW  is  a  large  and  populous  city,  but  wholly  ijieleganl: 
and  irregular.  The  ftreets  are  narrow,  uneven^  and  almoft  choak<- 
cd  up  with  every  fpecies  of  filth.  The  Goonxty,  running  on  thf 
north  fide  of  the  town,  is  navigable  for  boats  of  a  common  fize  at 
all  feafons  of  the  year,  and  falls  into  the  Ganges  between  Benarey 
and  Ghazepour.  A  line  of  boats,  extended  acrc^s  the  rivefj,  forq^ 
a  convenient  communication  with  a  large  fuburb.  Sfaujah-ul- 
Dowlah  made  Fyzeabad,  or  Gude,  the  capital  of  his  dominion  > 
but  his  fon,  fctting  afide  that,  with  many  other  of  his  fa^iec^a  ,arr 
ongements,  has  fixed  his  refidence  at  Lucknow. 

p£RC£iviNO  that  fome  of.  my  neighbours  begap  to  make  ior 
qulfitive  remarks,  I  went  acrofs  the  water»  and  procured  a  retired 
and  commodious  apartment  in  the  Hufien  Gunge'  ferauce.  Ha- 
ving fome  bufinefs  to  tranfa£l:  at  Lucknov,  ftfevkwfty  tp  my 
.  journey  to  Europe,  I  left  my  fervants  at  the  terauce^  on  pretence 
of  vifiting  the  Englifli  camp,  the  general  rendezvous  of  idle  Aran* 
gers,  and  went  to  the  city.  Being  defirous  of  feeing  a  gentleman, 
who  I  underflood  was  ftationed  there,  I  approached  the  df)or  0^ 
an  officer's  quarter,  and  defired  the  fervants  to  acquaint  their  maf- 
ter,  that  a  Moghul  merchant,  of  whom  there  are  many  at  Luck- 
now,  requefted  permiffion  to  fee  him.    Though  the  entreaty  was 

urged 


'orgeJ  }n  the  fdffcft  and  rtioft  porfUdfite  tone  trifhin  A«  c»ffipa6 
ttf  mf  %ttech,  they  flatly  and  roughly  rejc6fcd  it,  faying  that  their 
mafter  was  eating  his  breakfaft.  Anxious  to  obtain  the  vtrdnted 
information,  I  tf led  another  door  which  feemed  lefs  clofely  guard- 
ed, but  Aert-  arid  ttvy  prayer  was  prefered  in  vain ;  and  having  • 
nothing  in  my  pocket  to  ftrengthen  the  argument,  I  was  obliged 
to  retire  j  though  the  day  was  extremely  hot,  and  the  diftance  to 
my  lodging  was  at  leaft  four  miles.  This  occurence,  however  pro- 
du6live  of  temporary  hicotifenience,  gave  me  a  fatisfadory  proof 
of  the  efficacy  ei  my  dl%iHie,  and  the  fluency  of  my  Mahometan 
language.  Many,  I  dare  (ay,  are  the  unfortunate  plaintiffs  in  our 
Indian  world,  who  unable  to  purchafe  a  paffage  through  the  gates 
of  the  great,  are  thruft  away  by  their  rude  and  rapacious  do- 
meftics. —  In  returning,  I  faw  another  European  houfe,  into  which, 
by  a  fortunate  change  in  the  mode  of  application,  I  procured  ad- 
mittance :  for  on  informing  the  door-keeper  that  my  attendance 
had  been  required,  I  was  immediately  condufted  to  his  mafter,  who 
received  me  in  the  kindeft  maimer,  and  on  many  future  occafions 
(hewed  me  marks  of  his  friendftiip.'— During  my  (lay  at  Lucknow 
I  lodged  at  the  ferauce,  and  though  I  remained  there  twenty  days, 
in  which  time  I  made  many  vifits  to  the  Englifh  gentlemen,  no 
one  feemed  to  regard  me  with  fufpicion.  My  landlady  at  firft  ex- 
prefTed  a  ftrong  defire  of  knowing  the  caufe  of  my  frequent 
excur(ions;  but  not  receiving  a  fatisfaflory  account^  (he  con- 
cluded that  I  had  formed  fome  female  intimacy.     As  this  con- 

L  2  jc6lurc 
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jeflure  was  favourable  to  my  plan,  I  encouraged  it  in  the  mind 
of  the  good  woman »  who  gave  herfelf  infinite  credit  for  the  di£> 
«)very. 

I  am,  Dear  Sir, 

Your's,  &c«  &c» 


LET- 
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LETTER     VI. 

Lucknowj  "January  i6t6^  I78^. 
MY  DEAR  SIR, 

JJEFORE  I  leave  the  territories  of  AfToff^ 
ud-Dowlabj  or,  as  he  is  often  entitled  from  the  rank  he  holds,  the 
Vizier  of  the  Empire,  I  will  throw  together  for  your  perufal  fomc 
brief  remarks  on  the  Oude  government. 

This  country  is  bounded  on  the  north,  by  parts  of  Napaul  and 
Siranagur  ;  on  the  eaft,  by  the  Engliih  pofleflions  s  on  the  fouth^ 
by  the  Jumna ;  and  on  the  weft,  g^erally  by  the  Doab,  and  the 
Gangies.  The  Oude  territories,  generally  flat  and  fertile,  are 
watered  by  the  Ganges,  Jumna,  Gograh,  Goomty,  and  Gunduck^ 
ezclufive  of  many  rivulets.  Thefe  rivers  flow  through  moft  of 
the  principal  towns>  and  interfeft  a  large  fpace  of  the  country ; 
moft'of  them  being  navigable  for  boats,  in  all  feafons  of  the  year. 
—The  Englifli  armies  may  be  plentifully  fupplied  with  provifions 
and  ammunition,  at  the  event  of  executing  any  military  operation  ^ 

in  that  quarter.  Thefe  rivers  alTo  preient  ftrong  barriers  againD: 
the  Mahrattah,  Sack,  or  Moghul  cavalry.  The  Vizier's  provinces^ 
trhich  yield,  it  is  iaid,  at  this  pened»  a  revenue  of  about  two  mi^ 

Eons 
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lions  fterling,  have  greatly  decreafed  in  produce  fince  the  death  of 
Shujah-ud-Dovvlah.  It  would  be  prefumptuous  in  me  to  attempt  an 
explanation  of  fuch  decreaie.  It  was  fufficitntly  mortifying,  to 
obfervc  the  common  efFefts  of  a  dcftruftive  adminiftratioti.  The 
inhabitants  fay,  that  the  population  of  the  country  is  diminifhed, 
and  that  the  cocnnerse,  whtdi  ix  foimer  periods  was  important 
and  extenfive,  has  fallen  to  decay.  Thefe,  wih  wbidk  lave  con* 
tributed  to  the  ruin  of  the  moft  powerful  ftates^  and  are  now 
precipitating  the  ruin  of  Oude,  can  only  be  eradicated  by  the  ftre* 
ftuous  exertions  of  a  jnft  and  wife  governor  :  a  charader  devoutly 
to  be  wifiied  for  in  Oude.  It  appears,  that  a  large  portion  ef  the 
amount  now  paid  by  Affoff-ud-Dowlah  into  the  Company^s  trea- 
fury  at  Lucknow^  is  tranfported  from  thence  in  fpecie  to  i^lieve 
the  neceffities^of  Bengal^  now  urgent  in  the  extreme*  Mueh  df 
the  wealth  alfo,  which  has  been  accumulated  by  Ifhe  ftrvaAts  oSf 
the  Company  refiding  in  this  country,  has  been  conveyed  in  a  fimifar 
mode ;  and  the  mifchief  gathers  ftrength  ifrom  the  tenor  of  our  pre- 
sent conne6Kon  with  Aflbff-^ud-Dowlah.  The  channels  of  commerce 
operate  too  tardily  for  meafures  which  require  difpatch,  and  em*- 
brace  only  the  objedl  of  the  day.  If  treafure  can  be  procured,  nafe- 
condary  aids  are  called  in ;  no  fuccedancum  is  fearched  for.  Thcfc 
'idrains,  unfupplied  by  tiny  native  fource,  muft  fixm  exhauft  the 
-vigour  of  a  country,  where  in  addition  to  the  grievance,  commerce 
is  loaded  with  monopoly,  and  influenced  by  the  hand  of  power. 
The  demand  for  bills' on- Bengal,  which  has  been  prefling  and  con- 
tinued, 
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tinned*  gaVe  them  often  a  valne  of  feventcen  and  an  half  per  cenU 
oa  the  Lucknow  amount  j  a  profit  which  enabled  the  bankers  to 
export  Aa  value  .in.  iilver.* — The  refunaptioH  of  the  Jaguir,  or 
alienated  iandsi  ha$  i)Qt  been  pr9d^£Uve  of  the  procniied  benefits. 
The  officers  who  .enjoyed  thoie  benefa£tioi^^  were  xnany  of  them 
men  of  expenfive  manners  i  they  promoted  the  confumption  of 
valuable  manufactory,  jaod  ppfiefiing  rank  and  diftin£lion,  they 
maintaiood  a  nuoierous  body  of  dependants.  Whether  from  a 
fuccefiion  of  opprefiive  managers,  or  that  the  inhabitants  do  not 
experience  the  fruits  of  former  liberality,  it  is  evidently  feen,  that 
the  refumed  diftri£ts  are  ill  cultivated,  and  thinly  inhabited^ 

Little  remains  to  be  faid  of  the  Vizier's  military  efiabliih* 
ment ;  it  being  only  ufeful  in  afiifting  the  colle6tioii  of  the  revenue, 
enforcing  the  obedience  of  the  lefler  vafials,  or  furnishing  a  guard 
for  his  perfon.  The  defence  of  the  country  wholly  refts  on  the 
forces  of  the  Engliih,  which  are  fupplied  according  to  emergency. 
The  troops  at  this  time,  amount  to  about  eight  thoufand  fepoys, 
and  five  hundred  Europeans,  with  the  requifite  train  of  artillery. 
The  treafury  of  AflbfF-ud-Dowlah  is  now  low,  but  it  is  faid,  that 
he  has  nearly  paid  off  the  refidue  of  a  large  debt,  which  had  been 
accumulating  fince  the  period  of  his  father's  death.  It  is  to  be 
fincerely  wiftied,  that  the  meafures  purfued  in  future,  may  redrefs 

*  A  flow  of  commerce,  which  now  more  diffufely  conveys  the  manu£ii3ures  of  this 
country  to  Bengal,  has  reduced  this  premium  to  four  per  cent, 

the 
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the  grievances  of  this  country  $  which  tiiough  of  fuch  extenfive 
conipafs,  and  pofleffing  fo  valuable  a  refource,  bears  the  afpedt:  of 
rapid  decay :  and  though  its  pofidon,  and  nadve  weaknefs,  might 
render  the  alliance  profitable  to  the  Englifh,  no  iblid  benefits  have 
hitherto  arifen  from  our  conne6ti(»i  with  Oude. 

I  am,  Dear  Sir, 

Yours,  &c  ice. 


LET. 
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LETTER     VIL 


Furruckabad^  January  26tby  lyZz^ 
MY  DEAR  SIR, 

1  NOW  beg  to  prefeftt  you  with  a  (ketch  of 
my  route  to  Furruckabad,  where  I  purpofe  refting  two  or  three 
days  with  my  countrymen,  whom  I  ihall  not  probably  fee  again 
until  my  arrival  in  Europe. 

On  the  i8th  at  noon,  I  left  my  hoftefs's  quarters  at  Lucknow, 
and  after  a  warm  and  dufty  ride  of  feven  coflfes,  hakfeid  ait  the  village 
of  Nowill  Gunge.  The  next  day  I  arrived  at  Meahgunge,  ^  ftage 
alfo  of  feven  coffes,  and  was  much  rejoiced  to  find  that  my  little 
fleed  continued  to  pofTefs  high  health  and  vigor.  He  is  endowed, 
I  fear,  with  a  too  great  predominance  of  the  latter  quality,  and 
that  in  its  worft  fenfc  ^  for  if  I  am  to  judge  from  his  carnal  han- 
kerings, and  ftrong  neighings  of  love  to  every  mare  he  fees,  it 
would  too  plainly  appear  that  his  life  has  not  been  of  the  chaileil 
kind.  But  as  it  is  faid,  and  in  holy  writ  I  believe,  •*  that 
there  is  no  wifdom  under  the  girdle,"  meaning,  evidently,  the 
girdles  of  the  lords  and  ladies  of  the  creation,  we  may  furely 
Vol.  h  M  excufe 
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cxcufe  the  wanderings  and  frailties  of  a  poor  horfe,  whofe  paC- 
lions  receive  no  check  from  conftitutional  modefty,  or  virtuous 
example. 

Meahgunge,  if  I  am  informed- right,  was  founded  by  Almas, 
and  feems  to  be  a  thriving  and  populous  village.  From  the 
various  intelligence  which  I  have  procured,  it  is  evident  that 
th^^  r^nCef ^  hwe  is  aftiVc^^  induO^rious^  and  regular.  The  inha« 
bitants  fay,  that  his  rigour  in  collefling.the' revenue  is,  in.  a 
certain  degree,  qualified  by  a  Heady  obfervan^e  of  his  contra£ts. — I 
paffiid  this  evening  iu  the  comply  of  a  Pataft,  who  was  returning 
to  his  home  ffpm  Lucknpw>  where  h&had  expend^^  the  greatcfb 
part,  of  hi$'  ^latejin  the^ibciety  of  the  liidies,  and  in  tbe-pleafurer 
of  arrack  ;  but  in  the  lafl:  he  very  copioufiy  indulgedi  In-  the 
cfturfe  of>  t9»o  hoiwst  ^md-  a  halfi  I  beheld  him  with^  amazement 
co^pt]^  two  bottles-  of  a  fpirit  fo  harfh  and  fiery^  that  the  like  do£er 
muft  have^  turned  the  head  oi  an.  elephant  The  Patan  made^  an: 
apology^  for  this  exceffive  potation,  by  obferving,  that  it  renatoved 
irom^  his-  mind  every  ienfation  of  fbrrow  and  melancholy, — ^paf* 
fions,  which,  he  faid  greatly  annoyed  him  in  his  cooler  mo-^ 
ments.  Tins  jovial  Mahometan  was  attended  by  an  old  mufi- 
cian,  marvelloufly  ill  apparelled,  and. deficient  in  the  larger  por^- 
tion  of  his  teeth,  who  during  the  interludes  of  lus  maker's  amu&^ 
ment,  drummed  on  a  miferabk  guitar,  which  he  accompanied 
with  fome  of  Hafez's  odes  ;  but  uttered  in  a  voice  that  would 
have  ilruck  difmay  into  the  fierceft  beaft  that  ranges  the  foreft. 

--At 


rOHSTER'S    TRAVELS  91 

—At  flhk  gunge,  a  fervant  whom  I  hired  at  Lucknow,  and  my 
cmly  attendant,  carried  ofF,  in  the  night,  my  matchlock  and  H 
curious  dagger. 

On  the  20th,  at  Banghur  Mow — 10  coffes — a  large  village  in 
the  diAri£t  of  Ahnas« — Here  the  Patan  havii^  drunk  out  all  the 
fulsAance  of  his  purfe,  kM  a  piece  of  family  tin-plate ;  the  pro- 
4iioe  <rf  which  railed  the  fum  of  three  rupees.  He  took  tihat  even- 
ing an  extraordinary  draught  of  his  favourite  fpirit ;  and,  that  hh 
pleafunes  might  have  no  alloy,  he  called  in  a  good-natuted  girl,  wht) 
Ibr  one  half-nipee  difplayed  to  the  Patan  a  more  ample  Fund  of 
daffiance  and  allurement,  than  could  be  purchafed  by  us  for  twenty 
at  Lucknow. — He  expreflfed  a  fovereign  contempt  for  Almas^*  who 
lie  faid  braig  precluded  fi^om  die  pkaAires  of  the  Tex,  dilliked  and 
difisouragod  liaem.  Many  of  Almas's  wounded  (epoys  were  brougfft 
-into  the  &rau6e  ilrom  a  fort  in  the  woods,  which  had  been  reduted 
by  fatm  after  a  fiege  of  fix  weeks.  Thefe  men  were  fliockmgly  man- 
gled.—-^otoie  had  balls  lodged  in  their  bodies,  others  were  (corched 
by  a  combuftible  matter  thrown  on  them  during  the  attack.— Being 
TpoffdfSdd  of  a  few  modical  materials,  I  applied  dre(fings  to  fiieh  cafes 
as  could  likely  receive  any  benefit  from  the  afliftance  ;  and  I  was 
pleafed  to  obferve  the  fuccefsful  efFe^ls  of  (bme  of  the  application^. 
The  want  of  diirurgical  help  is  an  evil  which  afFe6ls,  in  a  grievous 
nanner,  the  native  military  iervice  of  Hindoftan,  efpecially  fmce 

^  H9  is  a  eunucb* 

M  2  the 
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thcrufe  of  fire^nrms  has  become  So  prevalent ;  and  it  will  be  no  exag- 
eration  to  fay,  that  a  greater  number  of  the  countiy  troops 
are  deftroyed  by  the  efFecls  of  wounds,  than  fl^in  in  immediate 
a6lion. 

After  a  long  journey  of  14  coffes,  in  which  I  eroded  the 
Ganges,  and  had  nearly  exhaufted  the  ftrength  of  my  horfe^  I 
aiTived  on  the  21ft  at  the  ancient  city  of  Kinnoug^^  fltuate  on  tf)e 
Callinuady,  a  fmall  river  that  falls  into  the  Ganges,  about  twenty 
miles  below  Furruckabad.  Kinnouge,  before  die  period  of  the 
Mahometan  conqueft,  ranked  amongft  the  mod  populous  and 
,  opulent  cities  of  Hindoftan.  It  is  mentioned  in  teftimony  of  its 
grandeur,  that  Kinnouge  contained  thirty  thoufand  fliops  for  the 
fale  of  betle,  and  afforded  employment  for  fix  thoufand  female 
dancers,  and  muficians. — A  vaft  mafs  of  ruin$  intcrfperfed  through 
a  wide^  fpace,  marks  the  ancient  extent  and  grandeur  of  Kinnouge.; 
though  few^diflinft  vefliges  now  exifi,  except  fome  parts  bf  a 
ftone  temple  erefted  in  ancient  times  to  the  honor  of  Setah,  the 
wife  of  Ram»  which  has  been  exorcifed  by  fome  zealous  Maho- 
metan,  .  and  converted  into  a  place  of  worfhip.  The  prefent  race 
of  Indian  Mahometans  not  being  fervent  in  the  caufe  of  religion, 
or  being  rather  fupinely  regardlefs  of  it,  (many  of  them  holding 
the  memory  of  Mahomet  in  as  little  reverence  as  they  would  that  of 
Thomas-a-Becket,  had  they  ever  heard  of  him)  the  mofque  is 
now  defiled  and  abandoned.  In  feveral  cavities  which  the  rain  has 
formed^  I  obferved  parts  of  brick  wall,  funk  twenty  feet  at  leaft 

beneath 
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beneath  the  level  of  the  town;  and  the  inhabitants  fay,  that  in 
digging  into  the  foundation,  fmall  pieces  of  gold  and  filver  arc 
often  difcbvered.  They  alfo  fay,  that  Kinnouge  was  once  de- 
llroycd  by  an  inundation;  but  as  few  Hindoo  records  are  di- 
vefted  of  mythological  ftory,  flender  ufes  only  can  be  derived 
from  them..  The  Mahrattas  plundered  this  city,  and  laid  wafte 
the  adjacent  country,  previoufly  to  the  battle  of  Panifrett.* 
After  tliis  important  event,  which  gave  a  flrength  and  perma- 
nency to  the  Mahometan  power  in  Upper  India,  Ahmed  Khan 
Bungifli,  the  chief  of  Furruckabad,  took  poffeffion  of  the  dif- 
tn6ts  of  Kinnouge,  which  during  his  adminiftration,  began  to 
emerge  from  the  ruin  in  which  it  had  been  long  involved, 
and  affumed  fymptoms  of  a  recovery  which  are  now  wholly 
effaced. 

Arrived  on  the  23d  at  Khodah  Gunge, — nine  coffes, — a 
village  in  the  territory  of  MuzzufFer  Jung,  the  adopted  fon  of 
Ahmed  Khan  :  but  no  more  like  the  father,— excufe  the  phrafe,— 
than  "  I  am  like  Hercules." — This  young  man,  averfe  to,  or  in- 
capable of  bufinefs,  is  a  tributary  of  Affof-ud-Dowlah,  who  by 
the  high  fine  he  has  impofed  on  Furruckabad,  may  be  faid  to 
govern  it  himfelf. 

On  the  24th, — at  Furruckabad — nine  coffes. — Finding  the 
pleafures  of  my  Patau  friend  grow  expenfive,  and  very  noify,  I 

*  It  was  fought  in  February,  1761. 

took 
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took  an  eafy  leave  of  liiin^  and  flipped  unperceived  into  the 
Englifh  artillery  camp,  where  I  am  treated,  as  I  Iiave  been  in 
all  parts  of  this  hofpitable  country^  with  £very  mack  of  kind- 
nefs, 

I  am,  my  Dear  Sir, 

Yours,  Sec.  &c. 


LET- 
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Ram^orcj  February  i^tb^  1783, 
MY  DEAR  SIR, 

X  HB  (kfire  on  every  occafion  cf  teftifing 
die  feniel  entertain  of  your  frioidfiiip,  prompts  me  to  give  you 
the.  relation  o£  my  route  from  Farruckabad  to  Rampore. 

The  progrefe  of  the  firft  day^  the  29th  January,  1783,  which 
was  a  long  one,-<»not  lefs  than  eighteen  cofifds, — ^k-ought  me  and 
my  horie,  both  greatly  jaded^  to  Kytterah  }  a  large  village  on  the 
weft  fide  of  the  Ganges. 

Thr  next  day  at  AUahapour, — nine  coflfes.— This  place  not  be- 
ing a  common  ftage,  nor  containing  a  ferauce,  my  accommo- 
dations were  flender,  and  thofe  extorted  by  the  force  of  bold 
language,  and  a  few  extra  pence.  At  AUahapour  there  is  only 
one  houie  of  entertainment,  and  that  for  the  article  of  eating 
only  5  — you  may  fleep  where  you  can.  After  fupper,  I  "pro- 
pofed  to  the  landlady  with  every  token  of  decorum,  that  we 
fliould  lodge  that  night  under  the.  fame  roof.  The  dame  mif- 
conftruing  the  purpofe  of  my  requeft,  and  fired  with  indigna- 
tion 
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tion  at  the  idea  of   its  indecency,  poured  on  me  f  lofxent  of  r^-^^. 
proach.     In  the  exercife  of  the  tongue  a  female  of   Hindoftan 
hath  few  equals ;  and  if  ftie  hath  ever  followed  a^c|ppr  I  would 
pronounce  her  invincible  on  any  ground-in  Europe.     An  Englifh 
woman,  educated  at  our  moft  noted  feminaries,  and  Ikilled  in  all 
the  various  compafs  of  debate,  will,  perhaps,  on  fome  interefting 
occafion,  m^aintain  the  conteft  for  an  hour,  which  then  terminates 
in  blows  and  viftory.     But  an  Indian  dame,  improved  by  a  few 
campaigns,  has  been  known  to  wage  a  colloquial  war,  without  in- 
troducing one  manual  effort,  for  the  fpace  of  three  fucceffive  days  ; 
fleeping  and  eating  at  reafonable  intervals.*     There  is  a  fertility  of 
imagination,  a  power  of  expreffion,  inherent  in  the  mind,  and  vo*. 
cal  ability,  of  an  Afiatic,  particularly  a  female  one,  which  cannot 
be  engendered  in  the  cold  head  of  an  European  :  and  there  is  an 
extent  of  language  alfo  peculiar  to  the  Eaft,  which  the  limits  of 
Weftern  fpeech  do  not  contain.  —  Let  me.  not  forget  the  ftory  of 
my  landlady,  whofe  words,  (hrill  and  piercing,  yet  feem  to  vibrate 
in  my  ear. — With  every  fymptom  of  a  virulent  female  pride,  and 
the  femblance  of  outrageous  virtue,  (he  declared  that  I  fhould  not 
fleep  under  her  roof,  —  I  might,  if  I  liked,  place  my  bed  on  the 
out-fide  of  the  door.  —  Finding  the  night  growing  cold,  and  not 
being  impreffed  with  fentiments  of  refpeft  for  mine  hoftefs,  whofe 


♦  Such  prolonged  engagements  are  diftinguifhed  by  the  particular  term  of  "  tau0 
Ltrhay^^  or  the  ftale  war. 


perfon 
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|cribn  had  notfiing  lovely  in  it,  I  planted  my  bed  fomewhat  rudely 
in  the  midft  of  her  apartment,  telling  her,  ihe  might  difpofe  of 
herfelf  as  (hejeemed  moll:  fitting,  but  that  my  deportment  would 
be  chafte,  and  confiftent  with  the  rules  of  honor,  though  appear- 
ances might  be  unfavourable.  The  good  woman  perceiving  my 
inattention  to  her  clamorous  reprefentation,  was  glad  to  compound 
the  itiatter,  and  take  a  fmall  pecuniary  compenfation,  for  the  in* 
jury  her  charader  might  fufFcr. 

On  the  next  day  I  went  to  Badam,  a  ftation  of  eight  cofles.^— « 
Badam  is  iaid  to  have  been  founded  four  hundred  years  ago,  Iby  one 
of  die  Sdjukiaii  kings;  and  from  a  magnificent extenfive  city,  is 
now  funk  into  a  fmali  mouldering  town.  The  ruins  of  the  fort 
ftili  ferve  to  exhibit  a  mortifying  picture  of  former  grandeur ;  but 
foch  is  the  reverie  of  its  condition,  that  the  howling  wolf,  and 
the  fcreeching  owl,  now  become  its  only  tenants,  have  ibpplanted 
the  gay  damfel,  and  the  care  foothing  minftreL  Then,  my  friend, 
Vre  thy  youthful  blood  ceafes  to  run  lightly  through  its  now  elaf- 
tic  channels,— ere  thy  mind  refufes  longer  to  receive  the  glowing 
tints  of  fancy's  pencil,  —  fcizc  the  fair  pleafures  of  the  hour, 
and  following  the  precepts  of  4Mr  Hafez,  leave  the  reft  to  fate  I 
!— I  pafled  this  evening  in  the  comfMUiy  of  the  fair,  (though  the 
epithet  may  not  literally  apply  to  oar  Indian  ladias)i  lArho,  for 
a  moderate  offering,  fving,  l^ttighed,  aad  danced  around- me  until 
mid-night. 

On  the  ifl:  of  February,  after  a  tedious  journey  of  fourteen 
Vol.  I.  N  cofles, 
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It  appears,  that  about  the  year  1720,  Blfh- 
arut  Khan,  and  Daoud  Khan,  of  the  tribe  of  Rohillas,  aconn- 
panled  by  t  (inalt  number  of  thdr  needy  and  adventurous  country- 
men  came  into  Hindoftan  in  queft  of  military  fervice.  They  were 
firil  entertained  by  a  Madar  Sahi^  the  Ifindoo  duef  of  6crouly,<f- 
who,  by  robbery  and  predatory  excurfions,,  maintained  a  large  party 
of  banditti.    In  the  plondqr  of  an  acyaoent  village^  Daoud  Khan 

*  This  appdhtioo,  I  lunre  been  iofixnied,  «■  derived  firom  .Rt^  •  word  in  tlie 
Afghan  language  fignifying  a  hiQ  or  mountain ;  and  is  die  name  alfo  of  a  certain  ttaSt 
of  territory,  the  native  country  of  the  Rohilbs,  fituated  between  Pdbwr  and  Cabul. 

t  A  fiiuril  town  in  die  oorth-wcft  quarter  of  Rohikundk 

captured 
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captured  a  youth  of  the  Jatt  fe£l,*  whom  he  adopted,  and  brought 
up  in  the  Mahometan  faith,  by  the  name  of  Ali  Mahomet ;  and 
though  he  h^d.  children  l^o^n  to  him  m  maxriage,  Daoud  Khan 
diftinguiftied  4his  boy  by  {>FC-cmittcnt  marks  6f  parental  afFe£ljon. 
Madar  Saha  afligncd  to  the  body  of  Rohillas,  which  foon  increafed, 
certain  lands 'f  for  their  m^iAsenance..  Goolareah  and  fome  other 
villages,  were  given  to  Bifliarut  Khan ;  and  Daoud  Khan  ob- 
tained Bucpeah  and  Beovly4 

Whilst  the  Rohillas  were  yet  in  this  limited flate,  Shah  Alum 
Khan,  an  Afghan  Mollahj§  vifited  his  countrymen  in  India^^  and 
it  is  faid  that  he  had  particular  claims  of  friend(hip  on  Daoud 
Khan^  being  either  the  adoptive  father  of  that  chief,  or  having 
afforded  him  in  bis  youth  the  means  of  fubfiflence.  In  whatever 
relation  the  Mollah  flood  to  Daoud  Khan,  it  is  allowed  that  he 
was  hofpitably  treated  at  Bei^uhf}  and  i^  returning  to  Afghan- 
iftan,  was  furoifbed  witU  ^  fum  of  .money  rfpr  dcfpfyjuxg  the  CKpences 
of  his  journey. .  Shah  Alum  came  a  feooud  timp  taKu.thjiir,!!  where 

♦  This  Cc&j  a  numerous- and  powerfurbne  hi  the  northern  parts  of  India,  is  claflcd 
ill  tke  featdl,  W  &ailc»,  Qdbt;  oA  ^ewriihdilos. . 

t  T^^  Ijl^qh^Ia  officers  who  j^qod.  oext  jn  autfoority  to  Uioik  cbio6s».woe  Caiia 
Khan,*Sbftdie  Khani  Permaul  l&an,  Sultan  fChan,  and  At\xm  Kh^n  Dhunghtah, 

40  computed  miles  to  the  weft  ward  of  Bareily.  — See  Rennel's  map. 

§  Mollah  is  an  appellation  ,given  to  thofe  who  are  flc^Icd  in  Che  jeligious  dp^rine 
andlaws  of  Mahomet.        ---^  -»  >       :.':.••.   rr.    ■ 

I  The  original  name  of  a  part  ofUbhilcund,,  previoufly  to  the  period  pf  the  Robilla 
conquefft",  and  ftfll  adopted  (n  the  public  regifters  of  the  countij,  . 

he 
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he  again  experaendisd  the  geneitiilt^r  a£  I>aaad  Khanf';.  biit  on  going 
back  tohUtmufStrff  he wai  killed,  adA Mi  cfie£l$  wevb  phindered.  it 
has  been  iaid,  thatthis  afiaifinatkm  was  coqpaiftkted  ifc-.tfae  inft^afioii 
of.t)ao(ud  Khan,  in  revet^e  of  ib[nirihaci|;Uty  cxprefllbitDof  the 
MoUah  to  that  chief.  I  have  been.' whoHj(  promptMl  to  make  diiy 
mention  of  Alum-  Khan,  from  his  being  the  father  ^f  Hafii 
Rbamut,  tvho  ki  tatter  tiuei  became 'fo'^niinciwiusiandnmfcuv 
tunilte.  '  .  .  ■•.'■..  a  .;,•;...■  I  .  c  .  .""'t  t*  !: 
Thx  <ftdhillas,  qtuntlUng  "v^kh  Madar  Saha,  retiitd  frofa)  hil 
cbtintry/ and  aflbckcifig  thtti&lims  with  ChandKhan'y  the  diief 
6f  Bareity,^  thef  joint^  eMered  into  the  lervioeof  Azmutfi  Kliaii^ 
1^  GovemoF  of  Moradflbad.'^.  I'hey  did  ndC^-eoKiln  lofigiatJ 
tached  to  tiiis  officer,  bat  moving  towa^s  the  ndrtheiti  mduntaintf 
they  made  meu^fions  }nto>l3ie  territory  of  the  Rajah  of  Cum-i 
inekMm.  Chand  Khan  had  prenoufty  rcf tiled  to  pioeeed  cm  thij 
evpeditiofn  with  the  Rohillas,  who  after  various  foccefs,  were 
wholly  worfted.  The  Rohillas  had  penetrated  into  the  interior 
country,  but  being  furrounded  on  alt  fides  by  the  mountaineers^ 
who  cut  off  thek  fupply  of  provifioQ,  they  were  -eompeUed  t&  fub^ 
mit  to  diigraceful  terms  of  releafement.    The  perfons  of  Daoud 

*  Bareity)  a  ipacious  well  built  torwn,  iii  the  centre  of  RohiltundL^^See  Rennel's 
map.  ...       *     .  .  .*  >  «.   ,• 

t  A  town  formerly  of  great  note,  fituate  In  the  horthem  part  of  Rohilcund.^-See 


4« 


.jr: 


Rennei's  nap. 

X  A  fpacious  traA  of  mountainous  comity^  fob}e£t  to  a  Hindoo  Chief;  *and  f&r^ 
ming  the  nordi*eaft  boundary  of  Rohilcund*  '      '  '      '  '  '     "" 

Khan, 


104  fORSTKR^S    TRAVELS: 

Kban,  and  All  Mahomet,  were  deliirered  to  the  Rajah,  who  put 
the  former  to  death ;  and  the  like  fate  would  have  awaited  the  fon, 
had  he  not  ma<itt  hit  e&ape.  The  Rohillas  fay»  that  Daoud  Khan 
was  net  ftrrendered  to  the  chief  of  Cummaioun,  but  flain  by  a 
party  of  moontaineersy  who  had  attacked  him  by  furprize.  The 
RohiUa  party  after  this  difaJktr  withdrew  t6  BeouLy  and  Bumeah, 
where  they  had,  antecedently  to  the  Cummaioun  expedition,  lodged 
their  families  5  and  in  a  fhort  fpace  of  time  it  is  feen^  that  they 
feitsed  on  the  diftri£fcs  of  Madar  6aha»  their  firit  tnaftetj  who  fell 
in  one  of  the  defultory  aftions  that  fbllowod  this  iovalion.  Ali 
Mahixnet^  after  the  death  of  Daoud  Khaii^  had  been  declgrid  chief* 
of  the  party;  nor  did  he,  though th^n  a  youth,  ieem  unworthy 
of  the  charge.  He  was  brave,  enterpriziog,  and  n^v^  feUed  to 
improve  the  occafions  of  advancing  his  pcxver  and  enlarging  his 
territory. — An  eunuch  who  refided  at'Muoounah,-f-  and  managed 
the  affairs  of  thoie  omrahs  of  the  court  who  held  grafted  landa 
in  Kuthair,  had  Incited  Ali  Mahomet,  from  fonie  motive  of  fe^ 
^ntmept,  to  invade  the  poffeffions  of  the  chief  of  Owlah  ^ 
which  were  foon  reduced  by  the  Rohillas,  and  ulfimately  an-* 


*  Mahomet  Khan,  the  fon  of  Daoud  Khan,  either  from  being  fuperfeded  in  his  fa- 
ther's afit:d^a.bj  Ali  Mabomet,  or  ac  the  period  of  Daoud  Khan's  death,  being  eiiclu«> 
ded  by  the  RohiUa  oflkers  from  the  fucceffion,  retired  to  Furruckabad,  wh|«^be  waa 
t£ceived  into  the  Bunglifh  family.  It  is  mentioned  aUb  in  a  manufcript  which  I  have 
feen,  that  at  the  time  of  hit  father's  death,  Mahomet  Khan  was  an  infimt^^ind  that  be 
f«mained  iome  >(  ars  in  the  &mi]y  of  AU  Mahomet, 

t  A  town  in  Rohilcund. 

nexed 
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iiexed  to  their  territory*  Ali  Mahomet  found,  which  he  htfd 
ibught  for,  a  pretext  to  quarrel  wkh  the  euouchi  whom  he 
engaged,*  and  (lew  in  a  pitched  battle;  the  fuflcefs  Qf  whkh^ 
invefted  him  with  the  eftates  of  the  nobles,  and  a  lai^ejbooty* 
Ali  Mahomet,  chiefly  by  the  affiftahce .  oi  the.  .Vizier  Kum* 
mer  ud  Dein,  not  only  made  his  peace  at  courts  but  obtained  a 
commifiion  for  collecting  the  revenue  of  the  penfion  landsj  which 
it  is  faid  he  puii£hially  remittoi.-f* 

From  tliis  period,  may  be  dated  the  firft  iqiportant  eftalbliih- 
ment  of  the  RohiUa  power  in  Rohilcund:  a  name  by  which 
they  diilinguifhed  the  Kuthair  diftnds^  and  their  other  territories 
•on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  Ganges.  Azmut  Ulla  Khan  j;  being  removeii 
^m  the  govomment  of  Moradabad,  Hunuad,  an  Hindoo  office^ 
of  note,  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  that  places  and  exterminate  the 
^oipemment  of  the  RohiUas.  It  appears^  that  Omdut  Ul  Mulck,§ 
a  powerful  omrah  at  the  court  of  Mahomet  Shah,  adviied  and 
jpvomcttd  this  meafure,  in  revenge  of  the  death  of  the  eunuch^ 
who  had  been  his  a^ent  in  the  management  of  an  extenfive  Jaguir^ 

*  The  battle  in  which  the  ennuch  was  fflain,  happened  in  1727* 

t  An  ad  of  fuch  avowed  rebellion,  committed  within  almoft  the  precinSs  of  the 
cou|;t,  marks  an  epocha  of  the  decline  of  the  Mogul  Empire,  and  confpicuoufly  (hews^ 
that  the  power  and  vigor  which  had  rendered  its  arms  invincible  under  Acbar,  and 
AurungaifDie,  no  longer  exifted. 

X  In  fome  papers  recording  RohiUa  hiftory,  it  is  mentioned,  that  Azmut  lUlab  vras 
forcibly  deprived  of  his  Government  by  Ali  Mahomet.' 

§  This  officer  was  alfo  known  by  the  name 'of  Amir  Khan. 

Vp^  I.  O  which 
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v4iich  he  held  in  the  diftn£l&  of  Manounah  and  Owlah.  The 
forces  of  Hunund  were  encountered  by  the  Rohillajs  under  the 
command  of  Ali  Mahomet,*  and  wholly  defeated.  Hunund,  to- 
gether with  his  fon,  fell  in  battle  ;  and  the  diftriffcs  of  Moradabad^ 
With  thofe  of  Bareily,  were  feised  on  by  Ali  Mahomet*~«About 
this  time  Azim  Khan  Dungheah^  a  Rohilla  who  bad  been  em* 
ployed  in  the  fervice  of  the  zemindar  of  Peleabeat,-f-  joined  AU 
Mahomet  s  whom  it  is  faid  he  urged  to  invade  the  poffefiions  of 
his  late  mader.  The  Rohtlla,  who  embraced  with  eagerneft  every 
opportunity  of  extending  his  conquefts,  and  acquiriilg  plunder^ 
attacked  the  Hindoo,  and  drove  him  from  his  refidence.  After  the 
i3eat3i  of  Hunund,  it  is  menticmed,  thoiigh  without  any  accurate 
detail  of  fads,  and  a  total  omiflicHi  of  date,  that  Meer  Nfomioo,  the 
fon  of  the  Vizier  Kummer  ud  Dein,  was  fent  into  Rohikund 
with  an  army  to  compel  Ali  Mahomet  to  account  for  the  Rohilf 
cund  revenue,  and  to  reftore  the  artillery  which  had  been  attached 
to  the  troops  of  Hunund.  Ali  Mahomet  met  Meer  Munnoo 
at  a  pafiage  of  the  Ganges  near  Daranaghur>:|:  where  an  adjuft^ 
ment  was  effected  -,  and  the  daughter  of  the  Rohtlla,  it  is  alfo  faid 
given  to  Meer  Munnoo^s  brother  in  marriage.    No  other  dates  are 

*  This  event  happened  A.  D.  1 740,  the  year  after  Nadir  Shah's  invafion  of  India. 
t  A  town  in  the  north  eaft  quarter  of  Rohilcund,  near  the  foot  of  a  woody  range 
0f  hills.— Vide  Renner^map. 

%  A  town  on  the  bank  of  the  Ganges^  in  the  nordir  weft  quarter  of  Rohilcimd.*** 

See  Renners  map. 

affixed 
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affixed  to  the  arrival  of  Haiiz,  Rhamut  Khan*  in  India,  than  that 
be  joined  his  countrymen  daring  the  adminiftration  of  Alt 
Mahomet ;  who  being  defirous  of  effacing  any  refentment  that 
he  might  harbour  for  the  murder  of  Alum  Khan,  quickly  ad-^ 
vanccd  this  chief  to  an  important  ftation.  Dhoondy  Khan>  a 
ii^hetr  of  Alum  Khan,  who  probably  came  to  Rohilcund  about 
the  feme  period,  was  alfo  much  favored  by  Ali  Mahomet.  Adlu-^ 
ated  more  perhaps  by  the  deAre  of  canqueft»  than  retaliating 
Ibraier  difgrace,  Ali  Mahomet  ^mvaded  Cummdoun,  which  he 
orer^run,  and  compeUed  the  chief  to  take  refuge  in  the  Serins^r 
cotitirry.f-  He  ama^  a  large  booty  in  this  expedition,  which 
was  concluded  by  the  exaction  of  an  annual  tribute  i  and  Rohtlh 
troops  were  ftationed  in  the  forts  of  Cafiiipour  and  Rboderpouf) 
dependencies  of  Cummiuoun,  which  he  kept  polTeffion  of,  to  re^ 
con),  it  is  faidi  the  revenge  that  had  been  taken  fof  the  murder  of 
Us  fitther.  ^ 

Ali  Mahomet^  who  rdfided  chiefly  at  Owlafa,  eftablifhed 
thrt>irghont  his  territory  af^fliamnt  ^ftem  of  govemmeitt,  which 
though  occafionally  rigorous,  afforded  a  genefsd  prote&ion  tm 
the  lowtf  clafs  of  pec^le.  Surdar  Khan,  who  had  approved 
himfelf  in  many  a£):ions  a  brave  foldier,  was  appointed  to  the 


•  Hafis  Rhamm^  ftme  docamsnts^  %»  Brtt  €Mm  iato  Adis  ia  thd charaacf  ofa 
t  An  Hindoo  terri wy^  b^ulidifig  Rohilcand  on  the  nolth. 

O  2  com* 
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command  of  the  army }.  and  certain  lands  were  granted  him 
for  his  maintenance.  Futtah  Kfaan>*  with  a  comformable  do* 
nation )  was  created  the  public  treafurer,  and  keeper  of  the  houfe* 
hoid  ftores.  Peleaheat  and  Bareily  were  given  to  Hafiz  Rhft* 
mut ;  and  Moradabad^  to  Dhoondy  Khan.  Ali  Mahomet  Teems 
to  have  held  the  imperial  authority  at  thb  period  in  a  low  de* 
gree  of  eftimation,  for  he  <^)en)y  leized  on  feme  valuable  com«^ 
modities,  which  the  Governor  of  Bengal  had  difpatched,  by  the 
road  of  Rohilcund,  to  court,  for  the  ufe  of  the  King.  Setting 
alfo  at  defiance  the  power  of  Sufdah  Jung,  the  SubsAdar  of 
Qude,  he  plundered  a  large  (juantity  of  valuable  timber  that  had 
been  cut  down  for  his  ufe  in  the  northern  paria  of  RohiU 
cumL  Si;^ar  Jung^  who  had  ever  been  inimical  to  the  late 
Coaquerors  of  Kuthair^  acquired  a  fufiicient  influence  over  Ma- 
homet Shah,*jr  to  induce  that  Prince  to  attack  Ali  Maho- 
met. The  Rohiltas  were  fecretly  fupported  by  the  Vizier  Kum«- 
ttier  ud  Deiii,  who,,  bore  an  inveterate  hatred  to  the  Subah- 
dar  of  Oude;  and  who,  in  ^  the  uiage  of  the  courtiers  of  that 
day,  ftrengthened  his  party  by  every  powerful  conne^lixm  that  he 
could  procure. 


*  Futtah  Khan,  originafly  a  Hindoo,  was  adopted  by  Ali  Mahomet.  The  ufage 
of  male  adoption  prevails^ven  in  Mahometan  families  where  there  are  many  fons. 

t  Sufdar  Jung  chiefly  perfuaded  Mahomet  Shak  to  undertake  this  expedition,  by  » 
ftipulation  of  pacing  one  lack  of  rupees  for  every  marching,  and  half  a  lack  for  eveiy 
halting  day^  of  the  Imperial  armyi  until  Us  arrival  in  Rohilcuxid.. 

The 
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The  King  entered  Rohilcund  with  a  great  force^*  and  witlv 
out  coming  to  an  epgagemnrt,  pofTefled  himfeU'  of  the  opet^ 
country.  Ali  Mahooiet^  aware  of  his  inalulity  to  «e(til  the 
King's  army,  and  feding  perhaps  a  reltt6iance  to  face  his  Sove- 
itign  ill  the  field,  had  retired  into  the  woods  of  Banghur^*^*  the 
ikirts  of  whkh  were  defended  by  a  chain  of  forts  that  had  beeiv 
iit^bd  by  the  RobtUas  at  a  former  period.  Ati  Mahomet  mstin-* 
tained  this  poft  for  fome  time,  but  having  no  hope  of  relief,  and 
being  fcantily  fupplied.  with  provifions,  he  furrendered  himfell 
mto  the  hands  of  the  King ;  and  at  die  intei^eelfion  of  Kommei; 
ud  Dmn^  was  pardoned. 

The  power  of  the  Rohiilas  waa  now  annihilated  in  Rohilcund* 
and  all  thdr  c^ers  and  principal  people  wa:e  removed  to  Dehli« 
This  remarkable  event,  which  happened  in  the  year  1745,  fliews 
&at  Ali  Mahomet  muft  have  been  eflSsnttally  aided  by  the  diftra^t^ 
•ed  ftate  of  the  empire,  during  the  Periian  invafion,  in  the  in* 
creafe  and  eftabliihment.of  his  domtniofi.  It  app»rs  that  he  re« 
manned  about  a  year  at  I>ehU>  under  the  immediate  prote£tian  of 
the  Vizier,  when  at  that  nobleman's  recommendation^  he  was  ap- 
pointed the  military  governor  of  Sirhend,  and  ordered  to  reduce  the 

*  During  the  campaign  of  Mahomet  Shah  in  Rohilcund,  he  gave  to  the  Shote  me^ 
the  name  of  Yaa  Wufiadar,  or  faithful  friend,  from  the  great  conveniences  derived  by 
hiifarmy  from  this  ftream,  whofe  waters  are  (alubrious,  and  flow  in  a  beautifully  winding 
courfe 

t  HuBft  wooda  lie  between  Owlah  and  Rampore.-i»Vide  Rcnnel's  map 

former 
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former  chief,  of  that  place,  who  had  thrown  off  hts  alkgiance  to 
the  empire.  Preinoufly  to  his  proceeding  on  this  fervice,  AU 
Mahofnef  had  been  required  to  fend  Abed^tdiah'  and  Fyze-uUah, 
two  of  his  ions,  to  Lahore,*  to  be  kept  as  boilages  f or  ^e  good 
condafb  of  the  father.  The  Rohilhi,  who  on  every  occafion  cti(> 
played  the  ability  and  fpirit  of  a  foldier,  defealsd  the  Sirhend  rebeli 
and  reduced  to  his  futjedbn  Kote  Roy^  one  of  the  ftpongi^ 
fortrefles  in  the  upper  part  of  India.  During  the  refidence  of  All 
Mahomet  at  Sirhend,  his  party,  which  had  been  joined  by  a  body 
of  two  or  three  thou£ind  marauding  A%hans,  was  computed  at 
ten  thoufand  cavalry,  and  fifteen  or  twenty  thoufand  infantry  of 
inrioos  denominations.  The  Rohilla  did  not  take  any  part  in  the 
Durany  war  j^f  bat  whilft  the  Moghul  and  A%han  annies  were 
approaching  to  sefHon,  h«  qrntted  the  Punjab  and  retired  to  fiords 
war,  £rom  whence  he  penetrated  in  1747  tnfo  Rohilcund,  whi^ 
he  rapidly  conquered.  The  two  fons  of  Ali  Mahomet,  who  had- 
been  delivered  as  hoftaget  for  his  good  condu^,  were  taken  by 
Afaoned  Sbah,  the  Dorany,  in  the  fort  df  Surhctid;  where  th^  bad 
bfen  placed  by  Kummur  ud  Dein,  i»«vioofly  to  the  redoflion  of 
that  town  by  the  Afghans.  Ali  Mahomet  could  not  k>ng  haveoi* 
joyed  the  fruits  of  his  laft  Aiccefs }  for  his  death,  according  to  th« 


*  Mcttr  Mtmnooi  the  fi»  «r  tkr  Vizier,  wrs  at  tkai  liaM  At  Governor  of  Labors 
f  The  firft  iovafioa  of  the  Dutany  Ahmed  Shah. 

memoirs 
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meffloirs  «f  that  time,  happened  in  the  latter  end  of  1747,*  at 
Owlah. 

Perhaps  no  foMier  that  has  appeared  in  India,  pafied  through 
more  a6tive  and  eventful  ftenes  of  life,  than  AU  Miahomet.  He 
was  bom,  and  grew  up  it  may  be  £ud,  amidft  the  din  of  arms. 
He  fell  when  a  boy  into  the  hands  of  Daoud  Khan.  An  inccflant 
§m»  of  warfare  occupied  bis  manhood,  and  he  died  at  &e  period 
af  inallf  fubdaing  tike  territory,  which  he  had  before  arduooflj 
iou^t  far,  conquered,  and  had  1<^.— *This  chief  bore  the  repttta<> 
lion  of  a  liberal  enoourajger  of  agricttlturs  and  commerce.  He 
was  £tn&.  lant  Yigo^ns  in  tlie  exa^^^ns  which  he  Idvted  from  hit 
6ibjefts }  but  as  he  rarely^  infringed,  he  never  remitted  a  ftipulattd 
engi^ement.  QwltA,  his  nfual  place  ai  refidence,  and  the  ptinci*- 
pal  town  of  Robilc»nd,  he  «itiamaited  with  numerous  public  and 
^vate  e^fiees^-whidk  W0R  conftrodod  and  arranged  with  an  order 
md  talk  (eAdom  letn  in  Indian  dties. 

Saud  UUah  Khan,  the  third  fonf*  of  Ali  Mahcxnet,  fncceeded 
to  the  fnpreiAacy ,  df=  ^he  Rohilla  DominKMi.  In  obediotee  to  tht 
UA  counlel  of  his  father,  who  had  recommended  Hafiz  I^amut  to 
his  young  fucceflbrjj:  as  the  moft  capable  of  the  Rohlllas,  Saud 
UUah. appointed  that  officer  his  deputy  in  the  management  of  pub- 

*  Or  the  beginning  of  174^* 

t  The  two  elder  were  yet-  kept  irt  «dnffiieAwnt  bjr  <he  Duranmes. 

t  At  his  fiitlier^  death>  Saud-  UlMif-was  about  tw^e  years  of.  age. 

lie 
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Ik  affairs.  During  the  adminiftration  of  Sand  Ullah,  the  Patatis 
of  Furruckabad,  commanded  by  their  chief,  Caim  Khau  Bung* 
hifh,  invaded  Robilcund.  Confident  of  fuccels,  and  prefuming 
on  the  military  reputation  which  he  had  acquired,  the  Patan  pre* 
cipitately  quitted  the  body  of  his  army,  and  advanced  with  a  party 
of  his  principal  officers*  A  detachment  of  Rohillas  in  ambuieadei 
fired  at  Caim  Khan  as  he  paffed,  and  killed  him,  with  fome  other 
perfons  of  his  retinue.  The  army,  on  the  death  of  their  Icadcr> 
fled,  leaving  the  baggage  and  guns  behind,  which  were  captured 
by  the  Rohillas,  and  eftimated  at  a  great  value.  Saud  Ullab,  fakl 
at  that  time  to  be  fourteen  years  of  age,  had  accompanied  the  army 
cm  this  expedition.^  Sufdar  Jung  ftill  retaining  a  ftrong  animofity 
to  the  Rohillas,  and  defirous  of  improving  the  occafion  of  Saud 
UUah's  minority,  formed  a  junfiion  with  Mulhar  Row,  the  chief 
of  a  large  body  of  Marhatta  cavalry,  and  penetrated  into  Rohtl* 
pund.  The  Rohillas,  unable  to  refift  fo  large  a  force,  took  (helter 
in  the  ikirts  of  the  northern  mountains,  where  they  remained,  until 
fome  revolutions  at  court  caufed  Sufilar  Juqg  to  move  towardf 
Dehli.    He  carried  with  him  the  ilrength  of  his  own,  and  the 

*  The  invafion  of  Caim  Khan  happened  in  the  latter  end  of  1749.  It  appears  that 
Mahomet  Khan,  the  fon  of  Daoud  Khan,  who  had  taken  refuge  at  Furruckabad,  ac- 
companied Caim  Khan  on  the  expedition,  and  fell  in  the  adion.  In  the  courfe  of  the 
fame  year,  an  officer  named  Kuttib-ud*Dein,  the  fon  or  grand  fon  of  Azmut  Ullah 
Khan,  was  appointed  by  the  court  to  the  Government  of  Moradabad,  and  entered  Ro- 
hilcund  with  an  army  which  was  encountered  and  defeated  by  the  RobiUas. 

aux- 
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auxiliary  army,*  ftationing  in  Rohilcund,  a  detachment  for  the 
purpofe  of  maintdning  poffeffions  of  the  diftrifts  he  had  con- 
quered: the  Rohillas  did  not.  long  continue  in  concealment,  but 
coUefting  their  fcattered  forces,  they  expelled  the  remaining  troops 
of  Sufdar  Jung, 

It  appears  that  about  the  year  1750,  the  two  elder  fons  of  Ali 
Mahomet,  having  been  enlarged  by  Admed  Shah  Dourany,  came 
into  Rohilcund,  and  foliated  a  portion  of  the  paternal  eftate. 
Their  claims  were  fubmitted  to  the  deliberation  of  the  principal 
Rohilla  officers,  among  whom  Hafiz  took  the  lead^  and  it  was  re- 
Tolved  that  the  territory  which  had  been  perfohally  pofTefled  by  Ali 
Mahomet,  (hould  be  divided  amorigfl:  his  fons.*f*  Violent  difputes 
focm  aroTe  amongfl:  the  brothers,  in  the  dd:ail  of  which,  little  ac-* 
curacy  is  obierved  by  the  writers  of  the  tra£l:s,  that  have  come 
into  my  poiieflion  :  nor  would  the  relation,  confifting  of  perplexed 
icenes  of  treachery  and  intrigue,  tend  to  forward  the  general  plan 
<^  this  treatife.  It  will  be  fufficient  to  fay,  that  the  Rohilla  chiefs, 
aware  of  the  difficulties  that  affefled  the  late  arrangement,  and  dif- 
iatisfied  at  the  conduct  of  Abed  UUah  Khan,  the  eldeft  of  the  bra- 


*  It  is  mentioned,  that  the  Markattas  withdrew  from  Rohilcund,  on  receiving  a 
bond  of  fifty  lacks  of  rupees  from  the  Rohillas  ;  and  it  (hould  feem,  that  they  made 
the  non-payment  of  this  bond  an  oftenfible  caufe  for  invading  Rohilcund,  in  the  yearsr 
1772  and  1773. 

t  AU  Mahomet  had  ftx  fons.  Abed  Ullah  Khan,  Fyze-Ullah  Khan,  Saud  Ullafa# 
Mahomet  Yar  Khan,  Allah  Yar  Khan,  and  Martaza  Khan, 

VoLt  I.  P  thers, 
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thers,  united  in  force,  and  expelled  him  with  fomc  other  branches 
of  the  family  from  Rohilcund.  Fyze-UUah  Khan,  the  fecond  foa 
of  Ali  Mahomet,  obtained,  after  the  expulfion  of  Abed  Ullab,  the 
diftri6ls  of  Rampour ;  which  his  prudent  wary  conduft  has  pre*- 
ferved  to  this  day,  though  he  has  been  involved  in  a  feries  of  do- 
meftic  feuds,  and  was  once  invefted  and  reduced  to  extreme  diftrefs 
by  a  powerful  army.*  The  diftriCts  which  had  been  allotted  to 
Abed  UUah,  for  a  fhort  time  confidered  the  ruling  chief,  were  now 
beftowed  on  Saud  Ullah  Khan :  who  again  rofe  to  his  former  fu- 
periority  of  ftation.  Hafiz  Ahmed^  having  acquired  by  his  oflioe^ 
military  ability ^  and  genius^  and  his  exttniive  infhioice  in  RohiU 
cund,  gradually  diminifhed,  and  at  length  wholly  faperfeded,  the 
authority  of  Saud  Ullah^  who  ai&nting  to  the  ofier  of  a  penfion^^j^ 
Hafiz  was  avowedly  advanced  to  the  fupremeadminiAratton  of  a£^ 
fairs.  The  cauie  of  this  revolution  is  afcribed  to  tl^  indolent  andl 
diffipated  genius  of  Saud  Ullah,  who,  it  was  reprefented  by  the 
party  of  Hafiz,  would  foon  wafte  the  refources  of  the  country^ 
^  and  entail  a  difgrace  on  the  nation.  Without  i&arching  into  re- 
moter motives,  it  may  be  direftly  imputed  to  the  ambition  of 
Hafiz,  who  no  longer  held  in  remembrance  the  hand  that  had 
raifed  him  to  honours,  and  had  committed  a  fon  to  his  prote£lion  ^ 
but  rent  witiiout  a  fcruple  every  bond  that  confined  his  fchemes  of 

^  The  combined  army  of  Englifli  and  Shujah-ud«Doulah,  in  1774. 
t  It  is  faid  that  the  other  chiefs  contribuled  to  this  payment,  which  amounted  to 
eight  lacks  of  rupees  per  annum» 

jgrandcur. 
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grandeur.  Hafiz  Rhamut  had  borne  a  part  in  the  actions  of  his 
countr jmen  in  India ;  he  had  feen  that  no  limits  are  affixed  to 
power,  and  that  no  duties,  prefcribed  for  the  guidance  of  men, 
impede  the  fkrides  of  ambition.  The  death  of  Saud  UUah  Khan, 
which  happened  in  1761,  at  Owl^,  contributed  to  fix  the  power 
of  Hafes  Rhamut,  and  relieved  him  from  his  proportioned  pay* 
ment  of  the  fam,  that  had  been  adigned  for  the  maintenance  of 
tiiat  chief. 

This  want  of  eftaWiflied  fa6ls  for  dcfcribing  in  regular  order 
the  Htftory  of  the  RohHks,  confined  me  to  the  ufe  of  fuch  mate- 
nii^y  as  immediatelf .  mark  their  military  progrefs,  or  lead  to  the 
eiTential  changes  of  their  government.  In  my  RohiUa  papers  it  is 
mentioned,  Aat  on  Sirfdar  Jung's  death,*  Ghaze-ud-Dein,  the 
Vizier  of  the  Empfro^^f-  joined  by  Ahmed  Khan  Bungufli,:^  march- 
ed* an-  anny  mto  Oisde^  and  commenced  hoftilkiesagainft  SbTQah- 
ud-Dowlah,  who  had  refufed  to  mak«  any  pecum^  acki:K>wledg«- 
ments  to  the  court  o&  the  event  of  kis  acceffion,  or  render  an 
^count  c^  the  perfotidi  eilate  of  his  father.§  Shujah*ud*Dowlab, 
aware  of  his  inability  to  refifl:  this  attack  alone,  folicitod  the  aid 
4>f  the  Rohilla  ftates,  who  aflenting  to  the  requeft,  came  into  Oude 


•  He  died  in  the  year  17  J4. 
t  Ahmed  Shah  then  fat  on  the  throne  of  Ddhu 
X  The  Navaab  of  Furruckabad. 

§  In  Mahometan  ftatcs,  the  prince  on  the  death  of  a  fubjeft,  becomes  the  heir  of 
Ills  property;  which  is  often  remitted  to  die  fiimily  on  the  payment  of  a-moderate  fine. 
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with  a  large  force.  The  Rohilla  chiefs  ultimately  cffefted  a  ceft 
iation  of  hoftility  between  the  coatending  parties  i  and  being 
chofen  to  decide  on  the  claims  preferred  by  Ghaze-ud-Dein,  it 
was  ftipulatedi  that  Shujah-ud*DowIah  fliould  appropriate  certain 
diftri£ls  of  the  annual  value  of  five  lacks  of  rupees^  to  the  ufe  of 
the  Imperial  family.  Nor  was  this  engagement  acceded  to  by 
Ghaze-ud-Dein^  until  Saud  UUah  Khan  had  agreed  to  become 
fecurity  for  its  performance.* — SaudUllah  Khan^  in  1760^  had 
accompanied  the  Rohilla  army  to  the  relief  of  Nsyeb  Khan^  one  of 
the  Rohilla  cluefs^  wha  was  invefted  by  a  body  of  Mahrattas  at 
Sookertal ;  f  and  this  appears  to  be  the.  laft  public  a£fc  which  Saud 
UUah  performed. 

That  you  may  view  more  comprehenfively  the  fituation  of  the 
RohiUas  at  the  period  of  Saud  UUah's  death,  it  is  neceflary  to  Uf 
before  you  a  brief  defcription  of  thofe  officers;  who  at  that  time 
held  pefleffions  in  Rohilcund^ 

Dhoondy  Khan,  in  the  partition  of  landa  which  were  afligned 
to  the  chiefs,  obtained  the  diftri£ta  of  the  BiflTouly,.  Morababac^^ 
Chaundpore,  and  SumbuLj;  He  died  previouily  to  the  Rohilla 
war,  1 774^  leaving  three  fons ,  the  eldeft  of  whom,  Mohubbullah 


*  It  was  on  diis  occafion,  I  befieve,  that  Shujah-ud-DowIah  and  Saud  UHah  made 
an  exchange  of  their  turbans.  This  ceoemony  is  obferved  by  the  Mahometans  in.  India 
as  a  pledge  of  friend(hip,  and  fometimes  it  is  pradifed  in  the  ratification  of  treaties. 

f  The  name  of  a  vilbge,  and  ford  of  the  Ganges.-^— See  RenneU's  Map. 

t  Towns  in  Rohilcund««»See  RennelL's  Map« 

Khan; 


FORSTER'^S    TRAVELS:  n/ 

# 

Khan,  fucceeded  to  the  largcft  portion  of  his  territory.*  Mullah 
Siirdar  Khan,  to  whom  the  diftridls  of  Sunejah  Kotej-f-  and  fomc 
other  adjacent  lands  had  been  affigned,  left  fix  fons  ^  amongfi: 
whom  diflentions  arifing  about  the  ^ivifion  of  the  inheritance,  the 
two  eldeft,  Ahmed  Khan  and  Mahomet  Khan>  had  recourfe  to 
arms,  for  the  deeifion  of  the  conteft.  Ahmed  Khan,  fupported 
by  Hafiz  Rhamut,  defeated  his  brother  in  an  a£lion,  and  took  him 
prifoner4  Futtah  Khan,  one  of  the  early  affociates  of  Ali  Ma« 
hornet,  who  had  accumulated  much  wealth  from  the  office  §  he 
had  fo  long  filled,  held  the  difi;ri£ts  of  Bandaum,  Auflete,  and 
Heffinpounjj  This  officer,  who  died  before  the  expulfion  of  the 
Rohillas,  was  fucceeded  in  the  territorial  property,  by  his  eldeft 
ion  Ahmed  Khan,^  The  widow  of  Saud  Ullah  Khan,^  held  in 
high  eftimation  for  a  liberality  of  difpofition  and  pious  deport- 
ment, refided  in  the  town  of  Owlah»  which  had  been  by  the  con« 
fent  of  the  chiefs,  committed  to  her  immediate  charge.    After  the 


*  This  chief,  confiding  in  an  engagement  made  with  the  Vizier,  in  which  it  wa9 
ftipulated  that  he  (hould  not  be  molefted  by  the  combined  army,  did  not  appear  in  arms 
dhiring  the  Rohilla  War,  1743*  But  the  Vizier  violating  the  agreement,  ftripped  him 
of  ais  territory  and  treafure. 

t  Situate  at  the  diftance  of  forty-four  computed  miles  to  the  weftward  of  Bareily*. 
Vide  RennelPs  Map 

i  Ahmed  Khan  commanded  part  of  the  Rohilla  army  in  the  war,  1774*^ 

§  Futcah  Khhn  held  the  oifice  of  treafurer,  a  matter  of  the  houfliokL 

I  Towns  lying  in  the  weft  and  fouth  quarters  of  Rohilcund. 

f  Ahmed  Khan,  the  fon  of  Futtah  Khan,  after  the  defeat  of  the  Rohillas  in  1774, 
joined  the  army  of  Fyze  Ullah,  at  Laldong,  and  retired  with  that  chief  to  Rampour. 

death 
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death  of  Saud  UUah,  when  the  common  authopity  of  the  govern-^ 
ment  bad  devolved  on  Hafiz  Rhamut,  it  is  not  feen  that  the  Ro- 
hilla  arms  were  extenfively  employed,  or  that  any  important  revo- 
lution afFefted  their  ftate*  They  had  previoufly  to  the  Vizier's  inva- 
fion  of  Rohilcund,  carried  on  a  defukory  war  with  the  Mahrattas, 
and  feizdi  on  certain  of  their  diftrifts  in  tlw  Duab,  which  conti- 
nued a  ihort  time  in  the  Rohilla  pofledion.  Tk«  Mahrattas  who 
afterwards  came  in  great  force,  expelled  the  Rohillas  from  the 
Duab^  and  laid  wafte  the  eaftern  quarter  of  Rohilcvind.  As  a 
ihort  hiftory  of  the  life  of  Shujdh-ud*Dowlah  will  be  annexed 
tn  which  the  principal  events  of  the  Rohilla  war  are  noticed,  a 
difcuflion  of  them  in  this  place  becomes  unneceffary. 

The  form  of  government  adopted  by  the  Rdiillas  in  India^ 
^  near  affinity  to  that  which  exifts  in  their  native  country, 
may  be  denominated  feudal.  The  fucceffi:>rs  of  Daoud  Kbafi 
pofTefling  (lender  hereditary  pretenfione,  and  fwrounded  by  the 
men  who  had  efientially  aided  in  the  firll  conquef^,  held  but 
a  limited  fwaiy.  Sundar  Khan  and  Futtah  Khan^  two  of  the 
mofl;  refpe6lable  of  the  Rohillas^  never  ceafed  to  oppofe  the  pro* 
grefs  of  Hafiz  Rhamut,  which  was  confpicuoufly  direfted  to 
ibvereign  rule  s  and  by  a  zealous  attachment  to  the  party  of 
Saud  Uilah's  widow,  who  was  beloved  by  the  people,  they  formed 
a  moderate  counterpoife  to  the  encroaching  power  of  that  chief. 
Here  it  becomes  my  duty,  whether  as  the  compiler  of  Rohilla 
tra£ts,  or  a  recorder  of  common  fame^  to  briefly  delineate  the 

chara£ter 
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chara£ler  of  Hafiz  Rhamut.  Born  and  reared  to  manhood  in 
a  country,*  where  its  people  are  taught  to  confider  a  military  as 
the  only  laudable  profeffion,  and  that  the  fword  conveys  an  ir- 
reproachable title  to  every  acquifition,  Hafiz  Rhamut^  confti* 
tutionally  brave,  became  an  enterprifing  foldier.  His  govern- 
ment was  founded  on  the  common  bafis  of  an  aflive  fyftem  s 
but  flourifhed  from  the  knowledge  he  poiTeflTed  of  its  refources. 
He  feems  to  have  maintained  a  general  good  faith  in  public 
tranfafbionsy  and  though  in  the  attainment  of  power  he  tram« 
pled  on  another's  right,  his  genius  and  valor  preferved  the  al- 
legiance, and  perh^s  the  love  of  his  people;  who  faw  in  him 
a  mafter,  whofe  hand  was  equally  prompt  to  indulgence  or  protec- 
tion. And  here  I  am  impelled  to  fay,  that  Shujah-ud-Dowlah 
alone,  would  never  have  dared  Hafiz  to  the  field.  Hafiz  Rhamut^ 
like  mofi:  of  the  chiefs  or  princes  of  a  countiy,  where  fucceffion 
falls  to  the  ftrongeft  arm,  was  unfortunate  in  his  family  :  Enayat 
Khan  his  eldefl:  fon,  took  up  arm$  againft  him,  was  defeated,  and 
obligedto  feek  ihclter  with  Shujah-ud-Dowlah,  in  whofe  army  he 
ierved  at  the  Battle  of  Buxar.-f-  DifTentions  had  arifen  alfo  amongft 
the  defcendants  of  the  other  Rohilla  officers,  which  involved  the 
country  in  general  commotion,  and  on  the  arrival  of  the  united 
forces  of  the  Englifli  and  Shujah-ud-dE)owlah  in  Rohilcund,  the 

*  Afghaniftan. 

t  He.  afterwards  returaed  to  Rohilcund,  where  he  died  before  the  laft  Rohilla  war. 

chiefs 
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chiefs  appeared  to  dread  the  encreafe  of  each  others  power,  more 
than  the  invafion  of  an  enemy. 

I  WILL  conclude  this  treatife,  by  obferving,  that  the  Afghan 
conquerors  of  Rohilcund,  were  a  rapacious,  bold,  and  lawlefs  race 
of  men  ;  and  it  fliould  feem,  that  after  they  had  eftabliftied  a  go- 
vernment in  India,  they  adopted  the  more  effeminate  vices  of  the 
fouth,  and  became  intriguing,  deceitful,  and  treacherous.  The 
Rohillas,  efpecially  the  lower  clafles,  were,  with  but  few  exceptions, 
the  only  fe6l  of  Mahometans  in  India  who  exercifed  the  profeflSon 
of  hufbandry  ;  and  their  improvements  of  the  various  branches 
of  agriculture,  were  amply  recompenfed  by  the  abundance,  and 
fuperior  quality  of  the  productions  of  Rohilcund.* 

The  a6lions  of  Najeb  Khan,  thofe  efpecially  which  occupied 
the  latter  periods  of  his  life,  bearing  a  clofe  relation  to  the  hif^ 
tory  of  Rohilcund,  I  have  given  them  a  feparate  place  in  the 
treatife  i  which  as  it  reprefents  him  in  a  more  confpicuous  light, 
will  afford  me  the  fenfible  pleafure  of  offering  up  a  tribute  of  re- 
Cp^d:  and  applaufe,  to  the  memory  of  a  brave  liberal  foldier,  and  a 
flatefman  of  diftinguifhed  ability. 

Najeb  Khan,  the  nephew  of  the  Bifharut  Khan,  mentioned  in 
the  RohiUa  fketches,  ^ame  into  Rohilcund  during  the  adminiflration 
of  All  Mahomet^    He  was  at  firft,  appointed  to  the  charge  of  a 

*  This  country  is  faid  to  have  yielded  to  the  Rohillas,  one  million  fterling,  which  is 
now  reduced  by  the  injudicious  nuumgeinent  of  the  Nair,  to  thirty,  or  at  moft,  forty 
thouland  pounds. 

very 
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very  fmall  party,  not  confifting,  it  is  faid,  of  more  than  twelve 
horfe  and  foot.  But  his  courage  and  adlivity  foon  brought  him 
into  the  notice  of  Ali  Mahomet,  who  entruftcd  him  with  a  refpcft- 
able  military  command,  and  procured  for  him  in  marriage  the 
daughter  of  Dhoondy  Khan.  Whilft  Ali  Mahomet  governed  the 
Sirhend  diftri6ts,  Najeb  Khan,  who  had  followed  his  fortunes,  ren- 
dered him  an  important  fervice,  in  reducing  to  obedience  a  refraftory 
Hindoo  chief  of  that  quarter.  After  the  return  of  the  Rohillas 
into  Rohilcund,  Dhoondy  Khan  beftowed  the  diftriSls  of  Durana- 
ghur  and  Chaundpour,  which  had  been  granted  to  him  in  the  ori- 
ginal divifion  of  Rohilcund,  on  Najeb  Khan,  who  did  not  long 
confine  himfelf  within  this  narrow  limit ;  but  croffing  the  Ganges, 
he  made  depredations  on  the  territory  of  the  Goojers,*  as  far 
as  Ghous  Ghur  and  Sarunpour.-f- 

On  the  death  of  Mahomet  Shah,J  Sufdar  Jung  avowedly  an- 
nounced his  hoftile  difpofition  to  the  court,  which  was  then  wholly 
directed  by  the  Vizier  Ghaze-ud-Dein,  and  prepared  to  lead  an 
army  to  Dehli.  Sufdar  Jung  prevailed  on  the  Rohilla  chiefs, 
ever  ready  to  draw  the  fword  in  the  purfuit  of  plunder  or  con- 
queft,  to  join  his  army,  which  had  advanced  to  the  neighbourhood 


♦  A  kSt  of  Hindoos,  in  upper  India,  of  the  fourth  tribe,  who  equally  exercife  the 
profeffion  of  agriculture,  and  arms. 
t  Vide  Renneirs  map. 
i  Mahomet  Shah  died  in  A.  D.  1747,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Ahmed  Shah. 

Vol.  I.  Q_  of 
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of  Dehii  •  when  an  Hindoo*  officer  of  the  court,  attached  to  the 
interefts  of  Ghaze-nd-Dein,  induced  Najcb  Khan,  by  high  of- 
fers of  advancement,  to  fecede  from  the  combination,  and  efpoufe 
the  imperial  caufe. — Alarmed  at  this  dcfedlion,  the  refidue  of  the 
Rohilla  troops,  commanded  by  Hafiz  Rhamut,  retired  into  their 
own  country.  Najeb  Khan  was  honourably  received  by  Ghaze^ 
ud-Dein,  and  being  foon  after  promoted  to  the  command  of  the 
army,  he  attacked  Sufdar  Jung,  and  compelled  him  to  crofs  the 
Ganges*  On  the  fuccefsful  conclufion  of  this  campaign,  in 
which  the  Rohilla  was  wounded,  he  received  from  the  King  the 
title  of  Najeb-ud-Dowlah. 

Subsequently  to  this  event,  he  moved  with  a  ftrong  body 
rf  troops  into  Rohilcund,  where  he  cftablifhed,  in  the  diftridts 
which  formerly  pertained  to  him,  a  fixed  government  -,  and  though 
he  difclaimed  a  dependance  on  Hafiz  Rhamut,  he  was  confidered  a 
political  member  of  the  Rohilla  ftate.  From  a  powerful  fupport 
at  court,  and  the  diflinguifhed  popularity  of  his  charadter,  Najeb- 
ud-Dowlah  was  feared  and  envied  by  Hafiz,  who  faw  in  the  grow- 
ing influence  of  this  chief,  a  mortifying  diminution  of  his  own.  A 
mutual  enmity  foon  produced  hoftilities,  which  ultimately  involved 
the  whole  body  of  the  Rohillas  in  a  civil  wan 

On  the  commencement  of  the  diffentions,  Saud  Ullah  Khan> 
the  nominal  head  of  the  Rohilla  ftates,  had  embraced  the  party 

♦  Named  Devi  Sing. 

of 
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df  Najeb-ud-Dowlah,  which  he  was  compelled  to  abandon  by  the 
fopcrior  power  of  Hafiz  Rhamut,  and  his  partifans,  who  pofleffing 
the  refourccs  of  the  country,  could  indulge  or  diftrefs  him  at 
pleafure.  Najeb-ud-Dowlah,  perceiving  his  inability  to  combat  fo 
formidable  an  oppofition^  retired  from  Rohilcund,  and  again  at* 
tached  himfclf  to  the  fcrvice  of  the  court.  After  his  arrival  in 
Dehii>  he  was  either  directed  by  the  miniftry,  or  he  folicited  per- 
miiiion,  to  reduce  the  Mahometan  governor  of  Sarunpour,*  who 
maintained  a  forcible  pofTefiion  of  that  quarter,  and  had  refufed'to 
render  any  account  of  the  imperial  portion  of  the  revenue.  The 
enemy  retiring  on  the  approach  of  Najeb-ud-Dowlah,  the  dif- 
trifts  of  Sarunpour  and  Ghous  Ghur  became  an  eafy  acquifition* 
The  adtivity  and  enterprize  of  this  officer,  who  now  commanded 
an  approved  body  of  foldiers,  prompted  him  again  to  crofs  the 
Ganges,  and  feize  on  his  former  pofTefiions,  to  which  he  ^mexed 
the  lands  of  Tillalabad,  In,  the  northern  divifion  of  this  new 
conqueft  he  founded  the  town  Najebabad,^  which  in  a  ihort 
time  was  filled  with  commodious  and  beautiful  ftruflures,  and  be- 
came the  centre  of  an  extenfive  commerce.  At  the  dillance  of  a 
mile  from  the  town,  he  erefted  the  fort  of  Najeb  Ghur,$  where 
the  adjacent  inhabitants,  in  the  event  of  war,  might  depofit  their 

•  This  town  ftand$  on  the  northern  part  of  the  Duab,  and  is  at  this  time  held  by 
Gholam  Kauder  Khan,  the  grandfon  of  Najeb-ud-Dowlah, 

f  Situate  in  the  northern  div'ifions  of  Rohilcuad.  *^Vide  RennelL 
X  This  fort  is  alfo  called  Patter  Ghur. 

Qjj  property. 
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property,  and  find  alfo  a  fecurity  for  their  perfons.  A  want  of 
more  precife  dates,  which  I  have  in  vain  fearched  for,  has  thrown 
a  confufion  and  perplexity  on  the  preceding  aftions  of  Najeb-ud- 
Dowlah  :  but  it  is  now  feen  that  in  the  year  I757^*  this  officer  was 
promoted  to  the  ftation  of  Meer  Buckfy,  with  the  title  of  Amir-ul« 
Omrah,  at  the  inftance  of  Ghaze-ud-Dein  ;  who  in  1753,  having 
depofed  and  deprived  of  fight  Ahmed  Shah,  raiied  to  the  throne 
Alumguir  Sani,  the  father  of  the  prefent  Emperor. 

When  the  Durannies  entered-f-  Hindoftan,  in  their  fourth  ex- 
pedition to  participate  in  the  wreck  of  the  Empire,  Najeb-ud- 
Dowlah,  who  was  himfclf  an  Afghan,  J  and  aware  of  the  fuperior 
power  of  Ahmed  Shah,  attached  himfelf  without  refcrve  to  the  for- 
tunes of  that  prince ;  difTolving  the  connection  he  had  formed  with 
Ghaze-ud-Dein,  without  hefitation,  or  an  honorable  regard  for  the 
favours  he  had  received  from  the  hand  of  that  minifter.  The  re- 
turn of  Ahmed  Shah  §  into  his  own  country,  enabled  the  Mahrattas 
to  exercife  an  almoft  undivided  authority  in  the  upper  provinces  of 

*  Dow's  Hiftory  of  Hindloftan.  In  the  Khazanahee  Omah,  a  Perfian  book  which 
treats  curforily  of  the  anions  of  the  late  Emperors  of  Hindoilan,  it  is  faid,  that  Najeb* 
ud-Dowlah  was  appointed  to  this  office  by  Ahmed  Shah  Durannjr.  I  have  followed 
Dow's  Hiftory,  from  the  probability  that  Najeb-ud-Dowlah  would  receive  his  commif- 
fion  from  the  Court,  under  whofe  authority  he  aded. 

t  In  A.  D.  1756. 

t  The  inhabitants  of  the  fpace  of  territory,  lying  between  the  river  Attoc  and  Per* 
fia,  are  called  Afghans. 

§  Ahmed  Shah  returned  into  Afghaniftan,  from  his  fourth  Indian  expedition,  in  thir 
year  1757. 

India. 
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India.  Najeb-ud'Dowlah,  the  only  Mahometan  chief  of  power 
or  ability,  that  was  hoftile  to  their  intereft,  could  not  bring  into 
the  field  an  army  of  fufiicient  ftrength  to  oppofe  their  progrefs. 
He  had  been  compelled  to  take  pod  in  the  vicinity  of  Sookertal, 
a  fort  fituate  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  Ganges,^  where  he  was  re* 
duced  to  fuch  extremity)  that  had  not  the  approach  of  the  RohiU 
las,  and  Shujah-ud-Dowlah,  who  were  moving  to  his  afiiftance, 
together  with  the  rumour  of  the  Duranny  Ahmed  Shah's  march 
towards  the  Jumna,  obliged  the  Mahrattas  to  retire,  it  is  probable 
that  Najeb-ud*Dowlah  would  have  fallen  under  the  fuperior  force 
of  their  arms. 

In  the  feme  year,  but  previoufly  to  this  event,  Ghaze-ud-Dein 
had  cut  off  the  Emperor, ^f*  and  placed  Shah  Jehan  the  Second 
on  the  throne.  The  capital  no  longer  contained  any  grand  obje£t 
of  ambition.  The  power  of  its  princes  had  been  funk  and  tram- 
pled on,  its  treafures  had  been  plundered,  and  its  gates  indif- 
criminately  thrown  open  to  Hindoos  and  Mahometans,  according 
to  the  varying  power  of  the  day.  The  Mahrattas,  who  in  their 
turn  gave  the  law  at  Dehli,  depofed  the  Shah  Jehan,  who  had 
been  exhibited  to  promote  the  views  of  Ghaze-ud  Dein,  and 
raifed  to  the  throne,  Jehan  Bucht,  the  fon  of  Ali  Gohur4  After 
fome  defultory  aftions,   the  Duranny  Ahmed  Shah,  joined  by 

•    Now  in  ruins,— Sec  Rcnnell*s  Map. 

f  Alumguir  Sanii 

%  One  of  the  domeftic  titles  of  the  prefent  Emperor.. 

Najeb- 
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Najebi-  lid-Dowkh  and, their  Rohilla  chi^,  attacked  the  Mshrattas,^ 
wd  defeated  tjiem,  in  a  general  oigagecnent  om.  the  plains  of  Ban^^ 
delly,*  in  1770  i  when  Najeb-ud-Dowlah  fingvdarly  diftinguifhed 
himfelf,  routing,  it  is  feid,  with  his  own  troops,  the  divifion  of  th« 
Mahratta  army  commanded  by  Duttah  PatteUe^-f*  who  fell  in  the 
field.  In  the  battle  of  Panifireit^I  the  fortune  of  which  was  to 
4ecide  the  exigence  of  the  Mahometan  Empire  in.  India,  the  Afghans 
were  powerfully  affifted  by  Najeb-ud-Dowlah,  who  during  the 
period  of  an  important  intercourle  with  theiB»  evinoed  an  invaried 
fidelity  and  fpirit. 

The  overthrow  of  the  Mahrattas  and  Ahmed  Shah's  r^urn 
into  his  own  country,  contributed  to  give  the  affairs  of  the  Empire 
a  lefs  didref^ful  afpe^ ;  and  and  the  abilities  of  Najeb-ud«Dowlah,§. 
who  condu£led'  the  adminiftracion  of  the  young  Prince, U  again  re«% 
fle6b6d  on  the  capital  a  glimmering  ray  of  refpc^.  A  war  now 
broke  out  between  Najeb-ud-Dowlah  and  the  J.atts,  a  powerful 
^nd  wai-like  tribe  of  Hindoos^  who  in  the  general  convulfion  o£ 
tiie  ftatfi,  had  iotaed  on  large  tra£b  of  tsrdtory^  confining,  on  thft 

*  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Dehli,  at  the  paflage  of  the  Jiunnn,  called  Bouraree 
Ghaut. 

t  One  of  the  Mahratta  generals,  and  the  uncle  of  Mhadgee  Scindia,  now  fo  well 
known  in  the  annals  of  India. 

t  This  decifive  aSion  was  fought  in  February  1761. 

§  Ghaze*ud-Dein,  in  1761,  left  Dehli,  where  he  could  no  longer  preferve  an  in- 
fluence, and  where  he  was  detefted  for  bis  cruelties  and  treacb«ry« 

I  Tewen  Rucht, 

weftem 
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inAxai  bank  of  the  Jumna,  and  comprehending  the  ftrong  holds 
of  Deigh,  Gombere)  Burtpoure,  and  the  city  of  Agr^h.  The 
cJWfe  of  thefe  hoClllities  is  not  explained  in  any  document  that 
has  reached  my  knowledge ;  nor  would  perhaps  throw  any 
ftrong  fight  on  the  hiftory  of  Najeb-ud-Dowlah.  They  arofe 
probably  from  tfie  fource*  which  produced  the  various  cohteftd 

and 


♦  The  feeds  which  produced  the  decay  of  the  Moghul  empire,  and  which  at  this 
day  htive  ripened  into  fttch  malignancy,  took  a  deep  root  during  the  reign  of  AurUng« 
£cbe  ;  who  though  one  of  the  moft  fagacious  princes  of  the  houfe  of  Timur,  endangered 
rile  welfare  of  the  (late,  and  the  fecurit^  of  his  fubje£ts,  by  an  injudicious  impulfe  of  do- 
meftic  afFe£iion.  He  portioned  amongft  his  fons',  who  were  adive  and  ambitious,  the 
pioft  valuable  provinces  of  the  empire  ;.  where  acquiring  an  influence  and  firength,  that 
cannot  be  held  by  an  Afiatic  fubje«5t  with  fafety  to  the  monarch,  they  expeded  with  im- 
patience the  event  that  was  to  determine  their  fchemes  and  pretenfions.  On  the  cieath 
of  Aurungzebe,  the  fons  eagerly  took:  up  arms,  and  afccr  deluging  the  country  with  blood, 
the  war  was  fucccfsfully  terminated  by  Bahaudcr  Shah,  who  may  be  faid  to  have  mounted 
the  throne  of  Debli,  from  a  mound  of  fraternal  and  kindred  flatighter. — Not  being  en- 
dowed with  experience,  nor  perhaps  the  genius  of  his  father,  the  oncers  who  governed 
the  provinces,  relaxed  daring  his  (hort  reign  in  their  allegiance,  fhewing  obedience  to 
fuch  orders,  as  might  tend  to  proinote  their  own  views.  The  Mahrattas,  whom  Aa- 
rungzebe  had  nearly  fubdued  by  the  adlive  efforts  of  a  thirty  years  war,  defcendcd,  at 
his  death,  from  their  mountains,  and  rapidly  recovered  the  territories  from  which  the^ 
had  been  expelled.  Previoufly  to  the  Perfian  invafion,  the  fubahdars  of  Oude  and  the 
Decan,  having  virtually  erefted  their  chiefships  into  independant  ftates,  commanded, 
without  the  controul  of  the  court,  large  annies,  and  difpofed  of  the  amount  of  the  re- 
venueSf  without  rendering  any  account  to  the  imperial  treafury.  The  Empire,  thus 
enfeebled,  and  governed  by  a  luxurious  and  indolent  prince,  invited  Nadir  Shah  to 
conqueft  arid  plunder.  The  river  Attoc,  the  natural  weftern  barrier  of  India,  on  whofe 
bank  Mahomet  Shah  fliould  have  flood  in  perfon,  was  crofled  by  the  Perfians  without 
oppofition  ;  and  this  inglorious  prince,  unwcrth  .of  the  diadem  he  wore  of  the  illuf- 
trious  houfe  which  had  given  to  the  world  a  Baber^  an  Akbar,  and  an  Aurungzebe, 

furrendered 
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and  dlforders  of  the  times ;  when  the  ftrong  arm,  unreftrained 
by  fear  of  punifliment,  bore  down  the  weaker  j  when  eftabliflied 
rights  were  fubverted,  and  the  private  bonds  of  faith,  with  impu- 
nity,  rent  afuhder. 

SooRiDGE  Mull,  the  chief  of  the  Jatts,  commenced  the  cam- 
paign by  attacking  a  Mahometan  Jaguirdar,*  the  adherent  of 
Najeb-ud-Dowlah.  But  the  event  of  this  war,  which  was  fatal 
to  Sooridge  MuUj-f*  did  not  confer  any  effential  advantage  on 
Najeb-ud-Dowlah,  though  he  gained  an  eafy  and  complete  vic- 
tory over  the  enemy  ;  for  the  diftrifls  of  Sarunpour  had  been 
over-run  by  the  Sicques,  againft  whom  he  was  obliged  to  march» 
and  to  forego  the  fruits  of  his  fuccefs. 

In  the  autumn  of  the  year  1764,  Najeb-ud-Dowlah  was  befieged 
in  Dehli,  by  a  numerous  army  of  Mahometans,  Jatts,  and  Sicques, 
collefted  by  Jewayir  Sing,  the  fon  of  Sooridge  Mull,  who  had  form- 
ed fanguine  hopes  of  crufhing  the  power  of  Najeb-ud-Dowlah, 
and  revenging  the  death  of  his  father.  Ghaze-ud-Dein,  who  had 
brought  with  him  a  body  of  Patans  from  Furruckabad,  alfo  joined 


furrendered  to  them,  without  drawing  his  Tword,  the  wealth  and  dominions  of  Hin* 
doftan, — A  fubfequent  train  of  diverfificd  ruin,  moving  with  a  rapidity  not  paralelled 
in  the  hiftory  of  nations,  has  now  left  no  other  veftige  of  the  Moghul  empire,  than  the 
name  of  king. 

*  Moofah  Khan,  the  Jaguirdar  of  Furrucknagnr,  a  dillri£l  lying  between  Dehli  and 
Agrah. 

X  Sooridge  Mull  was  killed  in  December  1763,  in  an  a£iion  fought  on  the  plains  of 
Ghaziabad,  near  the  river  Hindia,  and  about  eighteen  miles  diflant  from  Debli* 


the 
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l^e  eotffaderate  forces.  After  experiencing  the  diftrefles  of  a  clofe 
fiege  of  four  months,  heightened  by  a  fcarcity  of  provifions  and 
money,  Najeb*ud*Dowlah  prevailed  on  Mullar  Row,  the  Mahratta 
officer,  to  detach  his  troops  from  the  army  of  Jewayir  Sing,  who  on 
the  defertion  of  fo  powerful  an  ally,  raifed  the  fiege.  The  relief 
of  Dehli  was  haftened  alfo  by  the  arrival  of  Ahmed  Shah  Du- 
ranny,  at  Sirhend,  who  was  approaching  with  the  avowed  pur- 
pofe  of  affording  fuccour  to  Najeb-ud-Dowlah,  This  chief  had 
but  a  (hort  thne  breathed  from  the  embarraiTments  of  the  late  com- 
bination, when  he  faw  that  his  moft  a6live  exertions  would  be 
called  forth  to  defend  the  territory  he  held  on  tbe  weftem  fide 
of  the  Ganges,  from  the  ravages  of  the  Sicques  s-^-a  people  con- 
ftttutionally  adapted  £Dr  carrying  on  the  various  ipecies  of.  de-* 
foltory  war, 

Najeb-ud-Dowlah  formed  a  jun6bion  in  the  year  1770, 
with  the  Mahratta^  army,  which  came  into  Hindbftan  under 
the  command  of ^  Xuckejei  Holcar  and  Mhadgee  Scindia,  whonf| 
according  to  my  Rbhilla  papers,  he  had  invited  to  effc£t  the 
expulfion  of  the  Sicques  from  the  Duab.  Najeb-ud«Dowlah, 
who  had  in  the  latter  period  of  his  life  fallen  into  an  infirm  Jftate 
of  health,  was  feized  with  a  fevere  illnefs  in  the  Mahratta 
camp.  Leaving  behind  him  a  part  of  his  army  under  the  com- 
mand of  Zabilah  Khari,  his  eldeft  fon,  he  proceeded  towards 
Rohilcund  -,  but  the  diforder  became  fo  violent,  that  he  could  nc^t 
proceed  farther  than  Happei',  a  fraall  town  in  the  Duab,  where  he 
Vol.  L  R  dkd  * 
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died,*  The  body  was  carried  to  Najebad,  and  interred  in  t  tomb 
that  had  been  erected  by  his  order,  in  the  vicinity  of  that  town- 
Najeb-ud-DowIah  held  in  his  own  right,  and  in  fief  of  the  Em- 
pire, a  tia£l  of  country  extending  from  Panifret  eaftwards  to 
Najebad  >  in  the  Duab,  it  was  confined  on  the  north,  by  Sarun- 
pour,  and  on  the  fouth,  by  the  fuburbs  of  Dehli  -,  and  in  Rohil* 
cundt  it  reached  from  the  mountains  of  Siringnaghur,  to  the  di(^ 
trift  of  Moradabad.-|- 

The  revenue  of  this  territory  in  its  improved  ftate,  was  calcu- 
lated at  IOC  lacks  of  rupees ;  but  it  was  reduced  to  feventy,  it  is 
faid,  by  the  depredations  of  the  Sicques,  within  a  term  of  threo 
years  i  nor  would  this  amount  have  been  preferved,  had  he  not 
difplayed  in  his  operation  with  thofe  Marauders,  a  diftinguifhed 
fkill  in  the  alternate  exercife  of  arms,  and  political  addrefs.  The 
dcatiti  of  Nij^b  Khan  was  lamented  by  the  people  whom  he  go>- 
vern'ed,  ahd*his  memory  at  thb  day  is  refyoStcd  and  beloved 
thrbughoot  the  upper  parts  of  India.  He  fupported  the  chara£ter 
of  a  gallant  fbldter ;  he  encouraged  agriculture,  and  prote£tied 
commerce  ;  and  he  was  confidered  as  the  only  remaining  chief  of 
the  Empire,  capable  of  oppofing  any  barrier  to  the  inroads  oi 
the  Mahratta  and  Sicque  nations. 


*  His  death  happened  In  Odobcr,  1770. 

t  A  principal  town  in  Roliilcund^  ftanding  cMi  llie  banlu  of  the  Ramgunge.-— See 
lUnnell's  map. 
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SUCCINCT  MEMOIRS   ' 


O    F 


SHUJAH-UD-DOWLAH. 


Jk 


A  VARIETY  of  materials^  fopplied  by 
the  liberality  and  invcitigation  of  my  friends^  has  tnabled  me  U^ 
write  an  abbreviated  hii|U>ry  of  %hi  family  and  life  of  Shqjahpudr 
Dowiah ;  a  priqce  who  fupported  a  conrpicuous  chara6ter  on  the 
theatre  of  Hindoftan,  and  who>  from  his  trania^ions  with  the 
Eng}l(k  nation  in  India^  ha«  founded  ap  important  epocha  in  their 
annals.  Having  fele£ted  with  caution,  and  unrefervedly  com- 
mented  on  the  documents  that  have  come  before  me,  I  firmly  trufl, 
that  no  marks  of  paffion,  no  defign  to  overcharge,  or  fupprefs 
fa6ts,  will  appetf  in  the  relation*  I  am  defirous  alfo  of  exhibiting 
a  general  outline  of  the  afliOns  of  a  prince,  who  flood  much  above 

R  2  mediocrity 
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mediocrity  in  the  eftimation  of  his  fubjeds  j  that  by  a  knowledge 
of  his  chara6ler,  and  of  their  fentiments,  fome  fatisfa£lory  opiniona 
may  be  formed^  of  the  difpofit^on  and  moral  qualities  of  the  natives 
of  Hiiidoflan. 

Shujah-ud-Dowlah,  the  (on  of  Sufdar  Jung,  by  a  daughter 
of  Saadut  Khan,  was  born  at  Dehli,  in  the  year  i729of  theChrif- 
tian  asra.  Though  a  long  line  of  ilhiftrious  anceflors  be  not  the 
ftrongeft  tenure  of  the  dominions  held  by  Indian  princes,  who 
ate  taught  to  confider  fortune,  and  the  power  ol  arms,  a$  the 
primary  aids  in  acquiring  and  maintaining  empire ;  yet  a  diftin- 
guifhed  defcent  imparts  a  luftre  and  weight  to  the  other  qualities 
of  a  fortunate  leader,  and  he  himfelf  beholds  it  with  oilentatious 
pleafure.  Hiflorical  truth  caHs  on  me  to  do  juflice  to  the  claims 
of  the  family  of  Shujah-ud-Dowlah,  who,  in  Mr.  Dow's  Hiftory 
of  Hindoftan,  is  denominated  ^'  The  infamous  fon,  of  a  more  in- 
fiamdus  Perfian  pedlar/'  *  The  ancefiors  of  Shu|ab^ud-Dowlah, 
have  for  a  IcHig  fpace  of  time  been  eftablifhed  in  Nifhabur,  a  tovm 
of  Rhorofan,  where  they  held  landed  pofTeffions,.  and  were  clafied 
amongft  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the  province* 

DuRi  N  a  my  journey  through  Perlia,  I  had  an  opportunity  of 

*  Mr.  Dow  uniformly  endeavours  to.  throw  an  odhim  on  the  fiimHy  and  cl»ra£lQr 
•f  the  late  Vizier.  When  informed  of  the  opprobrious  terms  ufed  by  that  writer,  ia 
difcuffing  the  fubje<Sl  of  bis  Domeftic  Hiftory,  Shujah-ud-DowIah  attributed  the  lan- 
guage to  the  refentment  of  Mrt  Dgw>  for  hjiving  bocn  rcfufod  the  (alt-petre  farm  of 
the  Allahabad  diftrias^ 

converling 
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converfing  with  fome  of  the  inliabitants  of  Nifhabur^  who  bore 
indifputable  tqftimony  to  the  ancient  rank  of  the  family  c^  Shujah-* 
ttd-Dowlah.  That  this  faft  may  be  more  fully  exemplified,  though 
it  leads  to  prolixity,  it  is  necpflary  to  mention,  that  Mirzah  Naf* 
ibr,  the  father  of  t^  9)^rnal  grand-fire*  of  Shujah-ud*Dowlah> 
came  into  Hindoftan^  iq  the  beginning/of  the  reign,  of  Bahaudar.  t 
^iah,'f  by  whom  ]te.:«Ka9^4ppoiate4  to  an  office  of  truft  at  Patna^ 
where  his  tomb  yet  repo^i^s.  Mirza  Nafleer  bad  two  fons,  the 
iecond  of  whodi,  Mahpmet  Aumeen>  on  being,  apprifed  of  the 
deadi  of  his  father9  left  Fdifia^  and  about  the  year  1708  vifited  the 
court  of  Furrudtfir.  He  was  appointed  by  this  prince,,  governor 
of  the  fort  of  Agrah ;  ai¥l  foon  rifing  to  greater  honours  he  ul- 
timately became  the  Viceroy  of  Oode,  by  the  title  of  Saredu^ 
Khan  Burhaan-ul-Mulck..  .  By;  the  reduction  of  this  province^ 
which  had  lopg  bepn  in  ^  ilate  of  rebellion,  he  acquired  a  con^ 
ipicuons  military  .refutation,  and  was  promoted  to  the  office  of 
DarcKgba  Khas^  with  the  .titular  command  of  7000  bode. 

Aboi^T  tlus  tim^,.  Mahomet  Muckeim^  afterwards  entitled 
Sufdar  Jung,  the  nephew  of  Saadut  Khan,  came  into  India,  and 
had  the  daughter  of  his  uncle  given  to  him  in  marriage ;  of  which 
Shujah-ud-Dowlah,  was,  I  believe,  the  only  maleiffue.     Sufd^ 

*  Saadut  Khan,,  entitled  Burhaan-uI-MuIck. 
•f  This  Emperor  commenced  his  reign  in  1707,  and  died  in  I712. 
X  Darogha  Ktias,  an  officer  of  nearly  the  (ame  defcriptioii  with,  the  Matter  of  the 
King's  Houfehold  in  £nglaad« 

Jung, 
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Jung,  who  was  aftivc,  and  pofTeflfed  ufef ul  abilitied,  became  tht 
deputy  of  Saadut  Khan  in  the  government  of  Oode. 

In  the  middle  periods  of  Mahomet  Shah's*  reign,  the  Mah« 
rattas,  at  the  inftigation^  it  is  fuppofed,  of  the  Nizam  Ui  Mulck^-f* 
«vho  was  then  at  variance  with  the  court,  entered  the  Emperor'ft 
dominions^  and  committed  fevere  devaftations ;  but  in  attempting 
to  penetrate  into  Oude,  they  were  attadufAi  and  after  a  Iharp 
confli^^  completely  routed  by  the  troopa  of  Saadut  Khan,  who 
commanded  in  perfon.  This  officer  afterwards  joined  the  imperial 
army,  which  had  bem  coUe^led  far  die  purpole  of  expelling  the 
enemy  $  but  on  a  pretence  of  fome  di%afl>  he  left  the  camp  and 
retired  into  Oude,  without  having  feen  the  Emperor«  It  has  beea 
fuppofed  that  Saadut  Khan>  in  conjuti^on  with  Nizam  Ul  Mulck, 
invited  Nadir  Shah  into  India,  with  the  aflbrance  of  a  powerful 
interiour  afliftance,  and  an  eafy  conqueft  of  the  Empire,  This 
fuppofed  fa£t,  has  been  fubfcribed  to  by  Mr.  Dow  in  his  Hiftory 
of  Hindoflan,  with  pofitive  decifion  in  fafodr  of  its  auf hentieity  % 
and  it  is  partially  noticed  in  the  Hiftory  of  Nadk  Sh^,  by  Mr. 
Frafer,  who  has  treated  his  futged  with  candour,  and  generally 
with  perfpicuity.  This  writer  aflerts,  that  Saadut  Khan  was  en* 
gaged  in  a  treacherous  negotiation,  which  the  difaffe£^ed  nobles  of 
Dehli  were  faid  to  have  maintmned  with  the  court  of  Perlia;  but 


*  This  Prince  fiicceeded  to  die  throne  inijiQ,  and  died  in  1747* 
t  The  Father  of  the  prefent  Nizam  Ul  Mulck*. 
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iiere  I  niuft  obfcrve,  though  it  diverts  the  immediate  oljef):  of  my 
reiearch,  that  Frafer^s  aiiertion  ftands  unaccompanied  by  any  de^ 
tail  of  events,  deicriptivc  of  the  benefit  which  Saadut  Khan  derived 
from  the  invafion :  nor  has  he  quoted,  in  fopport  of  it,  any  fpe^ 
cific  authority.  If  €t  ptQ^bk  conclufion,  indeed^  is  to  be  drawz^ 
from  Frafer's  relation  of  die  conduct:  of  Saadut  Khan,  during  the 
Berlian  v«r,  I  woqkl  with  little  hesitation  fay,  that  tlie  Governoc 
ef  Oude  held  no  fhar^  in  the  councils  or  favour  of  Nadir  Shah« 
For  had  he  (Stained  the  firoteflion  of  that  Prince^  tp  which  b9 
fiood  entitled  from  the  fbrvices  imputed  %o  him,  it  is  not  probable 
that  fo  laf|^  a  fhare  of  the  difafter  of  the  DehU  (irmy  at  Karnal^ 
would  have  fallen  on  this  officer^ 

Jn  a  pa0age  of  Fraicr*s  4iiftory»  Tt  is  jeen,  I  think,  that  Saadut 
Khan  could  not  have  held  a  confidential  correfpondence  with  the 
Perfian,  or  experienced  any,  portion  of  his  indulgence.  Fraier  fay9> 
^^  Before  I  relate  4h8  treacherous  correfpondence  ^  carried  on  be* 
^^  tween  Nizam  Saadnt  Khan,  and  Nadir  Shah,  the  invitation  they 
*^  gave  him  to  march  towards  Hindoftan,  which  was  the  princif- 
^*  pal  motive  that  encouraged  him  to  undertake  the  expedition,  I 
^  ihall,'*  &c.-^  And  in  the  other  part  of  the  book  it  is  mentioned^ 
that  on  Nadir *8  approach  towards  the  capital,  Saadut  Khan  received 
orders  to  join  the  Dehli  army,  and  that  he  had  already  crofTed  the 
Ganges^  when  he  was  directed  to  return  to  Oude.    It  had  been 

*  There  is  ao  future  mcndon  made  of  the  correfpondence. 
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refolved  in  ihc'  cotincils  of  Mahomet  Shah,  which  were  diftiiaCled 
and  wavering,  that  the  army  fliouH  take  the  field  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  Vizier  :  and  that  the  Emperor,  protected  by  the- 
forces  of  Saadot  Khan,  (hould  remain  at  Dehli.  This  Omrah  was 
required  to  undertake  the  charge,  but  an  ill  ftate  of  health  at  that 
time  detained  him  in  Oude.  He  arrived  in  February  1739,  in  the 
camp  of  Mahomet  Shah,  who  receding  from  his  former  determina* 
tion,  had  joined  the  army.  On  the  day  of  Saadut  Khan*s  junc- 
tion *  with  the  imperial  forces,  his  camp  was  attacked  and  plon* 
dered  by  a  body  of  Perfian  troops,  who  flew  many  of  his  attendants. 
Saadut  Khan,  on  receiving  information  of  the  difaftcr,  left  the 
King's  apartments,  where  he  had  been  in  waiting,  and  haftenod.to 
the  affiftance  of  his  party.  Khan  Dowrah,  the  imperial  general, 
marched  to  the  relief  of  Saadut  Khan,  and  in  a  ihort  time,  mofl: 
of  the  imperial  officers  of  Mahomet  Sh^,  who  commaodfd  &pft* 
perate  bodies,  came  into  a£lion.  Nadir  Shah,  feeing  the  conteft 
become  obflinate  and  ferious,  appeared  himfelf  at  the  head  of  hii 
troops,  who  then  were  irrefiftable,  and  a  complete  vit^ory  was 
gained  over  the  Dehli  army,  which  fuffered  a  fevere  lofs  in  men  and 
officers.  Khan  Dowrah  was  mortally  wounded:  his  eldefl:  fon, 
with  many  Omrahs,  were  flain  ;  and  Saadut  Khan  fell  into  the 
iiands  of  the  enemy.  In  the  army  of  Nadir  it  is  faid,  that  2500 
ifoldiers,  with  feven  principal  officers,  were  killed,  and  that  5900 

*  The  army  was  encamped  at  K&rnal,  about  xoo  miles  to  the  weftward  of  DehU. 

men 
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tatA  9kit  wounded.  After  tlie  engagement,  Nadir  Shah  ordered  a 
tent,  to  I^  pitched  near  his  own  quarters,  for  the  accommodation 
of  Saadut  Khan,  and  twa  other  Omrahs  of  Mahomet  Shah,  The 
haggage  of  the&  oiSicers  was.ftatloned  on  the  outfide  of  the  camp, 
together  with  their  fervants,  lione  of  whom  were  permitted  to  at- 
tend  them,  nor  were  they  allowed  to  make  ufe  of  their  own  provi* 
fi<ais.  -—Little  farther  mention  is  made  of  Saadut  Khan  by  Mr. 
Frafer  after  this  affair^ .  than  that  he  was  appointed  to  guard  the 
city  of  D(hli»  tm  the  day  of  Nadir  Shah's  firfl:  entrance.  This 
wnftr  Ukewife  iay.s  that  Nadir  Sfaah,*famiiioinng  Saadut  Khan 
before  him  on  the  9th  of  March  i739>  reprehended  him  in  hadh. 
bml^age  for  being  the  caufe  of  impieding^  the  coIle6tion  of  tlie 
Uttpofts,*  and  that  oi\  the  next  day,  Saadut  Khan  died,  having 
hcsn  .before  weak  and  indifpofed.  Mr.  Fra&r  concludes  his'rela«t 
tion  of  Saadut  Khan,  by  obferving^  that  (bme  imagined  he  died 
througli  anger  of  the  abufive  r^roach  of  Nadir;  and  others  arc 
of  opinion,  that  jealoufy  provoked  him  to  take  poif(Hi.*f* 

Mr.  Frafer's  relation  of  the  condu£l:  of  Saadut  Khan,  the  fpirit 
of  which  i&  ftdftly  adhered  to^  now  awaits  a  difpaffionate  dedfiouy 
which  is  to  determine  the  probable  truth  of  Saadut  Khan's  Invita^ 
tioiiof  Nadir  Shah  into  IncHa.  This  author,  who  has  unque(Hon« 
ably  left  us  a  valuable  tra£t  of  Indian  hiilory,  in  other  paflages  dF 

•  A  tax  hid  by  Nadir  Shah  <ax  the  inhabitants  of  Dehlt« 

f  It  was  believed  at  Dehli,  that  Saadut  died  of  the  eSeOs  of  an  vicer  in  his  leg. 

.    Vol,  I.  S  his 
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his.book>  obforvQs,  that  the  Pcritan  Prince  (hewed  marks  o£  iadbt^ 
gence  and  liberality  to  many  of  Mahomet  Shah's  Omr^hs,  but  no 
example  is  brought  forward  of  his  munificence,  or  even  knity^ 
having  been  extended  to  Saadut  Khan.  On  the  contcaiy,  it  19.  f<«)ir 
that  Saadut  Khan  fuffered  feverely  in  the  a£tioa  of  Karnal,  and' 
wa&  fubfequently  treated  with  much  rigour* 

$UFVAK  Jung,,  who  refided^  at  Oude  at  die  period  of  Saadut 
Khao's. death,  fucceedqd  to. the  Government^  an. appointment,  ac^ 
oordihg  to  the  tradition  of  the  family^  conferred  on  liim  by  Nadir" 
SfaaL:  yet  I  apn  induced  to  betieve,  from  the  libemi^con^u^l?  of 
thei  Ferfian  to  Mahomjct  Shab^  diat  Su£dar  Jmg  received  the^ 
promotion/ at  the.  hands,  of  his  own  fovereign^ '  Sufdar  Juifg,  a0^ 
1^  mar^^ctf  the  Perfian  argfiy  from  Dehli^  oame  to  court>  whpni 
he  obtained  the  office  of  Meer  Atuffa^  or  grand  maAer  df  the! 
todnande.  -  . 

,  bi  the  year ;  1746^  Ahmedi  Shah^  t&e  Duranhy,  invaded  ffin^ 
doftan^  and  had' jadyaiiced  to  Sirhend,  whprp  he  was  fuccefsfuUy  op^ 
pofed  hyft}i6  Dihli  ariny^  in.  wHch^  Sa£dm*  Jung^bad  aiconfider-* 
^Ufil.dbargD.  Steijliiafter  the.  xceBjfiH  of  Abmtid  Shati  ^  to  the^ 
tltfone^  Siufdar  Jiing  visas /advanced  to  (thd  Vizkrut;  and  hisTonv, 
ShujahTud^-JDowlah,/  tp  the  command  of  the'  ordnance*  ^  But  a 
ftroog;  paity  at. Goiut^  cbnipoied  bf ^ Ghaze-ud-Dein,4'''^Na]e&-Xid^ 


♦  This  prince' commenced  his  refgri  in  1747. 
•t  The  grandfon  of  the  great  Nizani*ui-Mulck» 


'DoWfeh, 
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Ptt^labi  ihe  AohiUa  chief*  and  Tameid  Khan,  a  court  eunuch, 
^reviHlng  againfl:  the  mfcercft  of  Stifdar  Jung;  he  was  compelled 
HiihiirQ  Ddbii ;  but  sot  before  lie  had  cut  aff  Janied  Kharf,  vvfaodi 
he  CAi^ed  to  he  afiaffln^ted  in  bis  own  hiink,  at  an  entMtunrtient 
^ivm  to  the  eunuch. 

,;:  ..&VTDAt:Jang,  having  coUefted  a  large  6onse»^ inVbdiad  ^  Irm>' 
ptriU  tjeriitoties,  and  laid:  fie|;e  *  to  the  capital,  wboch  was^  dofeljr 
invcifted;  (of  ^  fpace  of  fix  mbnths.  He  is  accufed  of  cotannit* 
^tog^mady'tiilorniities.and  .wimtbn  adts  of  violence  during  tb?  fiegd, 
partii^fedjfi  of  «anfuuading  |he  pdace*  the  Mru^ion  of  which 
cmiH'  hot  have  facilitattd  the  capture  of  the  fort.  The.oovfrt  cf 
Debli  wa^  coax^ieiled  to  atcecfe  to  the  terhis  df  the  rdbelj  who'iicv 
quired  a  £oaad  grant  oi  tbs  pibvihoes  of  Oude  attd  AlUhabad,  for 
hamfeTi^  andl^  fatiifstr^dfitdr  Jutg  died  in  the  yiai:  1754,  dxtria^ 
the.  reign  bf -Alvhi^if  S&ni^  and  was  focceodod.ia  thfi.'fis&ahdan^ 
{if.Ottfle,  'byhi^ion  Shi^ah-nd-Dowl^,*!*  then  abouX  twai^<-fiv6 
years  of  a|^.> :  As  the  defign,of  this  work  does  notitj^Quit  pf;  jnf 
<ntafg^ment:oii(  thfe  fubjeft'  of  Sufilga:  J^ng,  iit.^JW  fiigfie  iotfyg 
that  his  dilpofitic^'Waif  f^ere^  oftcm  eru^V}  a^tl^tMC  hi»  f^pac^Owi 
avarice  thrdw  uncoinmi»n  odium  on  lus  nam<.  ■ 

To  iUc(ftf)itQrt(te  (iMUfieiiecatieiit  «l  Shii^dtfeHidrPowIah*s  Jmblic 

■.'■'.  •..-•■      i'^        ■     ■   ■ 

•  This  event  happened  in  X7S3«  •       .  -  ' 

t  This  domeftic  name  of  this  prince  was  Tillah-ud-Dein  Hydfer.  His  &ther,  who 
was  in  the  Oude  province  during  the  birth  of  Shujah-ud-Dowlah,  built,  in  the  neigh* 
bourhood  of  Lucknow*  the  fort  of  Tillahahad,  in  commemoration  of  the  event. 

Sa  lif(^ 
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Hfe,  it  is  neceiTary  to  defcribe  the  fituation  of  the  court  of  Dehfi 
at  that  period.  '  Ghaze-ud-Dein,  who  had  in  1753  depofed  and 
deprived  ot  fight  Ahmed  Shah^.raifed  to  the  throne  Alumguir 
Sani,  whoTe  eldefl:  (on  Aly*Ghahir»  fearing  the  treacherous  difpofi- 
tion  and  ill  defigns  of  the  minifter,  fled  from  Dehli.*  This  prince, 
accompanied  by  a  fmall  body  of  Mahrattas,  levied  for  a  few  months^ 
a  fcanty  contribution  in  the  diftri6ls  lying  to  the  ibuthward  of  the 
capital.  But  being  fbon  involved  in  embarrafTments  from  fb  flen* 
der  a  provifion,  he  folicited  the  aid  of  the  Rohilla,  Najeb  Khan, 
who  refufing  to  engage  in  his  caufe^  he  retired  inta  the  territory 
of  Shujah-ud*Dowlah.  The  prince  was  treated  for  a  certain  time 
with  faofpitatity  and  refpe^b  at  Oude,  bat  could  not  obtain  any 
military  aid :  and  being  at  length  civilly  difinifled,  he  proceeded  to 
Allahabad,  which,  was  then  held  by  Mahomet  iUiuli-Khan,  a  na« 
five  of  PtxfiZy  anda  couiin-germanr  of  SEujah-ud^Dowlab.  Ma« 
hornet  Khuli,  readily  altering  into  the  £:hemes  of  the  prince, 
which  w^e  dire6ted  at  the  redudlion  of  the  provinces  of  Bahar  andt 
Beng&I^  the  joint  forces  eroffed  the  Caratnnaffa^  and -were,  after 
Wious  fucceiies^  defeated  in  176 1,  by  the  Englifti  troops,  at  Suan; 
The  honourable  and  humane*  treatment  which  Aly-Ghohir  expe- 
rienced during  bis  refidcnce  in  the  Engfifh  «afnp,  created  a  jeaioufy 
in  CafFum  Ali  Khan,  who  from  the.  recent  tefliraony  of  tbo 
prince's  ^hoftility  to  his  interefh,  and  feeing  alfo  the  Engllfli 

f  This  event  happened  In  I758« 

officer 
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officer  much  attached  to  his  peribn^  cxpreffed  a  virulent  diflike 
of  the  €onne61:ion.  The  prince  accufed  Caffum  of  fomenting 
thoie  diflfentions  in  his  aimy,^ which  ultimately  produced  a  de- 
fperate  mutiny }  when  he  probably  would  have  fufFered  much  in* 
dignity,  had  he  not  been  protefted  by  the  Englifli  army.  This 
event  induced  AUy-Ghohir  to  retire  faito  the  dominions  of  Shujah- 
ud-Dowlah>  who  received  the  fugitive  king  ♦  in  a  manner  expreffivc 
of  zealous  attachment,  and  avowed  hhnfelf  the  champion  of  the 
royal  caufe. 

To  illuftrate  an  event  in  the  hiftory  of  Shujah-ud-Dowlah,  we 
muft  advert  to  the  annals  of  a  former  period,  and  notice  its  origin. 
Sufdar  Jung  had  appointed  to  the  command  of  Allahabad,  his  ne« 
phew  Mahomet  Khuli  Rhati,  who  on  the  acceflion  of  Shujah-ud< 
I>owlah,  feems  to  have  wholly  withdrawn  himfelf  from  the  autho- 
rity of  the  court  of  Oude.  Aware  of  the  popularity  and  military 
abilities  of  this  officer,  Shujah*ud-Dowlah  did  not  .profecute  any 
diredly  hoftile  meafiires  againft  Allahabad.  During  his  expedition 
inta  Bahar,  Nfahomet  Khuli  had  placed  the  government  of  his  pof. 
feffions  in  the  hands  of  Nudjef  Khan ;  the  chief,  who  at  a  future 
period  became  fo  confpicuous  in  the  upper  parts  of  India.  Shujah- 
ud-Dowlah,  embracing  the  favourable  occafion  of  Mahomet  Khuli*s 
abfence,  advanced  with  a  fmall  army  towards  the  limits  of  Allaha«^ 


*  At  this  period,  AH-Ghohir  bad  nominally  fucceeded  to  the  Empire,  by  the  title 
of  Shah  Akun,    His  father  died  in  1 760* 

bad^ 
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hid.  He  maintained  an  anijcable  intercouifc  with  Nudjcf  Khan^ 
whom  he  amufed  by  folemn  proteftafions  of  att?^chment  to  the  wel* 
fare  of  Mahomet  Khuli^  and  reprefented,  that  the  Duranny  in^ 
vafion  had  induced  him  to  come  into  that  quarter  to  fojicit  an  afy- 
lum  for  his  family  in  the  fort  of  Allahabad,  as  his  own  country 
poffefled  no  place  of  equal  fafety*  Nudjef  j&han  wotfld  not  liften  - 
to  the  requeft,  but  waitedthe  inftruftioqs  of  Mah9it)et  Kbuli, 
who  directed,  that  Shujah-ud-Dowlah's  family  fhpuW  )>e,:admit» 
ted  into  the  fortrefs  with  a  certain  number  of  domeftic  ^um'ds.  It 
is  faid,  that  Shujah-ud-Dowlah  introduced  into  the  fcmak  equlp'ages 
a  body  of  armed  men^  who  rufhed  on  the  g^rriibnt  aod  took  the 
fort  without  any  effufion  of  blood.  This  capture,  which  happened 
about  the  year  1761,  rendered  the  affairs  of  Mahomet  Khuli  def* 
perate,  and  obliged  him  to  become  a  dependant  on  the  bounty  of 
Shujah-ud-Dowlah  j  who,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  month*,  threw 
him,  on  a  charge  oi[tftate  crimes,  into  prifon,  Mahomet  Khuli, 
from  his  valour  and  liberality,  was  held  in  high  eftimation  in  the 
Oude  army,  which  in  loud  murmurs,  and  in  comparifons  not  f»- 
vourable  to  their  Prince,  warmly  lamented  his  misfortunes«  Nu^ef 
Khan,  on  the  capture  of  Allahabad,  had  entered  into  the  fervice  of 
Shujah^ud-Dowlah,  and  exerted  himfelf  with  a  zeal  that  endan^^ 
gered  his  own  fafety,  to  procure  the  releafe  of  Mahcnset  Khuli  ;* 

but 


•  Mahomet  Khuli  was  cut  oflF  at  the  fort  of  Tillalabacl :  —  this  example  difclofed 
«B  evil,  which  is  ufually/een  to  pervade  Matic  ftates.    A  defpotic  Prince  cannot  always 

impart 
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but  this  officer  had  become  an  objeft  of  fuch  dread  at  the  court  of 
Oude^.  from  the^  rumours  inceflantly  circulated  in  his  favor,  that 
Ae  fears  of  Shujah-ud-Dowlah  were  not  allayed  until  the  dcftruc- 
tion  of  his  prifoner  had  been  compleated  by  aflaffination.  Shujah- 
ud-Dowlah  obtained  from  the  King  the  appointment  of  Vizier ; 
and  being  now  poffeffed  of  a  numerous  army,  and  the  imperial 
pcrfon,  he  might  juftly  be  confidered  the  moft  powerful  chief  in 
Uindoftan. 

In  the  year  1765,  the  war  broke  out  between  the  Englifh  and 
Caflkm  All  Khan,,  which  after  a  diverfified  train  of  fuccefs  and 
dif^fters,  terftwiated  in  Caffum's  expulfion  from  the  province  of 
Bengal,  and  his^  retreat,  in  the  latter  end  of  the  fame  year, .  with 


hnpart  fa  full  a^fbtce  ta  hl&fyflreoi  of  tyranny^  as^to  fhape  to  tbe  Q>int  of  its  tdiQsj  the' 
minds  and  language  of  his  fub|e<3s.  Without  the  compendious  favage  aid  of  the  dagger, 
the  road  to  conqueft  and  empire,  would  not  perhaps  have  been  fo  widely  opened  to  a 
Timur,  a  Nadir  Skah,  or,  in  our  day,  to  a  Hyder  Ali.  When  Shujah-ud-Dowlah. 
bad  formed  the  refolution  of  cutting  off  Mahomet  Khuli,  he  had  not  yet  confolidated 
the  ftru6lure  of  his  government.  The  officers  of  his  army,  Perfians,  Moghuls,  or  Afg- 
hans, were  daring  turbulent  men,  and  had  large  claims  of  pay.  They  faw  in  Maho* 
met  Khuli,  a  brave,  foldier,  of  diftinguiflied  birth,  of  liberal  and  popular  nranners. 
They  had  witnefled  the  former  treachery  of  Shujah-ud-Dowlah  to  him,  and  fufpe^led 
his  future  purpofes.  Though  this- Prince  dreaded  the  formidable  qealities  of  Mahomet 
Khuli,  he  equally  dreaded  a  formal  indulgence  of  his  wifhes;  Had  he  fummoned  this 
officer  to  a  trial,  or  publickly  ordered  his  death,  the  danger  of  a  revolution  would  have 
been  incurred  :  for  the  low  ffate  of  his  treafury,  a  long  ^rrear,  and  an  inherent  defi- 
ciency of  military  genius,  in  the  Prince,  had  ftrongly  operated  in  diminifhing  the'fu^ 
bordination  of  the  army.  But  fuch  was  the  barbarous  neceflity  of  the  meafure,  the  mi^ 
ferable  policy  of  a  demr-armed  defpot,  that  he  was  compeHed  to  maintain  the  fafcry  of 
his  perfoDy  and  tbe  government  of  hisxountry,.  by  the  fccret  ftab  of  a  poignard. 

the 
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the  remains  of  his  troops,  and  a  large  treafury,  into  the  domlnionf 
of  Shujah-ud-Dowlah.    The  Bengal  Government,  which  had  been 
long  duped  by  the  evafive  replies  of  the  Vizier  to  the  repeated 
remonftrance  of  his  fuccouring  their  enemy,  difcovered  that  he  had. 
drawn  his  army  to  Benares^  and  was  preparing  to  invade  Bahar,  in 
conjun6Hon  with  Caffum  Ali.     A  letter  which  he  addrcfled  to  the 
government  of  Bengal,  peremptorily  avowed  his  intentions.     In 
arrogant  and  contemptuous  language  he  fays,  *'  that  the  Englifh^ 
*'  abufing  the  favours  conferred  on  them  by  the  Emperors  of  Hin- 
^^  doftan,  have  fomented  difturbances  in  the  empire  ;  and  that  in* 
*^  (lead  of  limiting  their  exertions  to  trade,  as  became  merchants^ 
*^  they  interfered  in  the  imperial  affairs,  exalting  and  depofing  at  plea- 
"  fure,  the  fenrants  of  the  crown.    He  calls  upon  them  to  juftify 
^^  their  a£lions,  and  to  withdraw  forthwith,  all  their  people  from 
'*  the  King's  dominions  ;  and  in  the  event  of  difobedience,  threatens 
^^  them  with  the  royal  difpleafure,  which  he  denominated  I'betype  of 
^^  God's  ivratb.^^  Though  Shujah-ud-  Dowlah  had  buoyed  up  Caffum 
Ali  with  the  promife  of  reinftating  him  in  the  provinces,  we  cannot 
eafily  believe,  that  the  man  who  has  been  recently  feen  betraying 
and  cutting  off  his  kinfman,  who  held  both  the  claims  of  friendfhip 
and  affinity,  would  without  a  manifeft  and  great  advantage,  incur  the 
rifk  of  fortune  and  life,  in  the  caufe  of  a  flranger.     Had  the  arms 
of  the  Vizier  prevailed  in  the  courfe  of  the  war,  the  general  tenor  of 
his  actions  fupports  a  fair  conjecture,  that  he  would  without  a 
fcruple  have  annexed  the  conquered  country  to  his  own  dominions. 

In 
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In  the  courfe  of  the  year  1764,  intelligence  was  received  at 
Calcutta,  that  the  forces  of  the  Vizier  and  Caflum  Ali,  with  fomc 
few  troops  attached  to  the  King,  had  penetrated  into  the  vicinity  of 
Patna  ;  whither  our  troops,  on  the  approach  of  the  combined  arrrty^ 
had  precipitately  retired.  The  enemy  being  afterwards  repulfed  in 
aSaulting  the  European  trenches,  retreated  towards  the  river  Soane, 
where  the  Vizier  made  pacific  advances  to  the  Englifti  officer,  who 
had  been  authorized  to  negociate,  but  pointedly  dire^ed  to  demand, 
in  the  preliminary  articles  the  furrender  of  Sombro,  and  the  Euro- 
pean tleferters,*  The  purpofe  of  the  Vizier,  in  the  defire  he  had 
(hewn  of  obtaining  a  peace,  was  only  to  procure  a  ceflation  of 
hoftility,  that  he  might  recruit  his  army.  It  has  been  even  faid, 
that  he  endeavoured  to  bring  over  to  his  caufe  Jaffier  Ali  Khan^ 
whom  the  Engli(h,  on  the  expulfion  of  CaflTum,  had  a  fecond  time 
advanced  to  the  government  of  the  provinces.  The  Vizier,  at  a 
future  period,  did  not  difavow  this  fuppofed  correfpondence,  which 
appears  to  have  been  conduced  on  the  part  of  Meer  Jaffier,  by 
Nundocomar,*!*  who  gave  the  Vizier  an  affiirancc  of  his  matter's  in- 
clination to  form  a  feparate  treaty.  Shujah-ud-DowIah  had  derived 
an  eflential  advantage  from  the  fears  of  CafTum  Ali^  now  ierioufly 
alarmed  by  the  repulfe  at  Patna ;  and  having  firft  inveigled  away 
his  European  and  beft  native  troops,  he  ftripped  him  of  the  largeft 

^  Aboat  two  hundred  private  Europeans  had  deferted  to  the  Visier. 
t  The  perfon  who  fuffered  death  at  Calcutta,  by  a  ientence  of  the  Sapretne  Court 
lor  forgery.  .  * 

Vol.  I.  T  part 
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part  of  his  treafure,  and  military  ftorcs.  The  drift  of  the  Vizier*8 
negociations  becoming  notorioufly  manifeft>  it  was  refolved  that 
the  Engtifh  ar  my  (hould  move  towards  his  camp,  and  decide  the 
con  ted  in  the  field;  which  after  a  gallant  a6tion  of  five  hours, 
gave  a  complete  vi6lory  to  the  Englifh.* 

Th£  defeat  at  Buxar  produced  obftinate  difficulties  to  the  po- 
litical and  military  career  of  the  Vizier,  who  on  that  event  was 
deferted  by  all  his  allies.  Shah  Alum,  in  a  condition  ill  fuited  to 
the  title  he  bore,  fought  an  afylum  in  the  Englifh  camp,  and  loudly 
accufed  Shujah-ud-Dowlah  of  having  forced  the  royal  authority 
into  becoming  an  inflrument  of  his  ambition,  and  a  fan£):ion  of  his 
hoftile  defigns  againft  the  Englifh.  This  was  the  fecond  time  that 
the  unfoitunate  Shah  Alum  had  taken  refuge  in  an  Englifh  araiy. 
Here  let  me  dire^  the  view  of  the  reader  to  the  revolutions,  which 
within  no  wide  compafs  of  time,  have  a£[e£ted  the  empire  of  Hin-* 
doflan  :  where  at  the  clofe  he  will  behold,  with  an  awe  and  wonder 
that  mufl  humble  the  proudefl:  of  us  to  the  duA,  the  illuflxibus 
houfe  af  Timur  fliaken  to  its  foundation. 

In  the  feign  of  Aurungzebe,f  it  may,  without  any  violation  of 
truth,  be  fsud,  that  Hindoflan,  whether  for  its  wealth,  magnitude, 

*  The  Engliib  army  confifted  of  857  Europeans,  and  6215  natire  troops,  of  whkb^ 

^loi  Europeans,  and  773  fepoys,  were  killed  and  wounded.     The  army  of  Shujah*ud« 

Dowlah  was  computed  at  40,000  men,  2000  of  whom  it  is  faid  were  flain  in  battle. 

The  -flrtUlery  talden  hj  the  Engtifli  in  the  fieU,  and  in  the  purfiiit  of  the  enemy, 

amounted  to  133  pieces  of  various  fizes. 

f  This  prince  died  in  J  707,  having  reigned  near  fifty  years, 

or 
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or  tnilitary  refource,  was  the  moft  diftinguifhed  empire  in  the 
Afiatic  world.  It  muft  alfo  be  noticed,  that  the  Engliih,  at  tliat 
period,  were  not  known  beyond  the  fea  coafts  of  India,  where  they 
occupied,  under  various  reftri6lions,  the  profeffion  of  merchants. 
Behold  the  fcene  prdented  in  our  day,  of  the  feeble  princes  of 
Dehli,  where  a  near  fucccffor  of  the  great  Aurungiebe,  impelled 
by  the  deftru£tion  of  his  fc^tunes,  is  feen  folicitit^g,  in  a  country 
fo  lately  under  the  dommion  of  his  anceftors^  maintenance  and 
prote£lion  from  an  Englifh  fdbjeft** 

Thb  Vizier,  who  had  now  feverely  felt  the  fuperiority  of  the 
£i^li(h  arms,  ihcwed  a  ierious  defire  of  peace,  but.iliil  refused  to 
fubmit  to  the  terms  of  the  preliminary  article,  in  the  mannef 
Inquired  by  the  Bengal  Government.  He  refufed  to  deliver  Op 
CaiTum  All,  and  Sambro,  but  promifed  to  employ  fome  convenient 
inftrument  in  deftroying  the  one,  and  to  expel  the  other  from  bis 
territories.  This  mod#  of  qualifying  the  article,  not  being  acceded 
to.  Colonel  Munro  marched  with  the  army  to  Benares*  The 
deferdon  of  a  party  of  Europeans,  and  the  retreat  of  our  troops 
towards  Patna,  on  his  entering  the  Bahar  province,  had  given  him 
Iknguine  hope  of  fuccefs,  which  were  wholly  dUfipated  by  the 
defeat  at  Buxar :  and  from  that  period,  he  began  to  model  his 
army  on  a  plan  not  before  pradifed  by  the  princes  of  indhi    The 

*  This  faSt  hat  been  again  exemplified  in  the  perTon  of  Schamdhar  Shaky  the  eldeft 
fon  of  Shah  Alum ;  who,  by  the  interpofition  of  thu^  Bengal  Government,  receives  a 
penfion  of  three  lacks  of  rupees  out  of  the  Oude  revenue. 

^  •         •  T  2  author  * 
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author  *  of  a  valuable  manufcript,  which  has  largdy  aided  this 
compilation,  fays,  that  the  aera  of  the  real  confequence  and  power 
of  the  Vizier  may  be  dated  from  the  battle  of  Buxar.  Conformably 
to  an  ufage  not  unfrequent  in  Hindoflan>  this  prince  had  collected 
a  larger  army  than  the  fources  of  his  counJtry  could  maintain  5  and 
even  where  the  funds  are  competent,  military-  payments  are  ever 
diflributed  in  the  native  armies  with  a  griping  hand  s  though  the 
inoft  pernicious  effefls  are  often  produced  by  this  fallacious  fyftem.^ 
The  ftrength  of  the  Vizier's  army,  confiftiog  of  cavalry,  and  a 
cumbrous  body  of  artillery;  was.  compofed  of  many  nations  and 
tribes,  but  chiefly  of  Moghula.\  Th^feimien,  naturally  violent  and 
licentious,  ilUbrqoked  the  failure  of  payment,  and  on  every  demand 
tif^  arrears,  either  caufed  dangerous  tumults,  or  forced  expedient^ 
that  were  injurious  to  the  civil  government  of  his  country.  Orders 
of  payment  were  granted  on  the  farmers,  or  managers  of  diftrifts, 
on  whom  thefe  foldiers  lived  at  difcretion^  until  the  amount  was 
difcharged  ;  giving  a  loofe  to  every  fpecies  of  diforder,  and  barely 
leaving  a  fum  fufficient  for  fupplying  the  other  exigencies  of  the 
itate.  But  the  defeat  he  fuftained  at  Buxar,  relieved  the  Vizier 
from  his  embarraffments :  for  the  Moghul  cavalry,  without  making 
one  fpirited  effort  to  fuftain  the  battle,  were  the  firft  of  his  troops 
that  left  the  field ;  and  confcious  it  fhould  feem  of  their  pufilanimous^ 
condudl,  they  never  returned  to  his  flandard* 

•  Colonel  Pdlcr,' 
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The  Englifti  army  advanced  from  Benares  to  inveft  Chunar-* 
Ghur ;  but  after  making  two  unfuccefsful  affaults  it  returned  to 
Benares.  Bulwunt  Sing,  the  Hindoo  Chief  of  the  province,  had 
accompanied  the  Vizier  in  the  campaign  againft  the  Englifti,  with 
a  party  of  troops,  which  were  ftationed  on  the  north  fide  of  the 
Ganges,  oppofite  to  the  Buxar  plain.  After  the  battle,  he  with« 
drew  himfelf  from  the  Vizier,  and  having  effefted  an  accommoda- 
tion with  Colonel  Munro,  he  joined  the  Englifti  army :  but, 
alarmed  at  the  repulfe  of  Chunar-Ghar,  and  the  Vizier's  approach, 
he  fuddenly  deferted  Benares,,  and  his  new  cootiexion. 

Colonel  Munro,  refignjng  about  this  .perio4*  the  command 
of  the  army,  was  fucce^d^  by  Major,  Fletcher,  who  immediately; 
marched  out  of  Benares,  and  purfued  the  Vizier,  who  had  already 
invefted  the-  tQWn  ^  £&r  as'.  J^aopour.  He  formed  the  army  xtitd 
two  divifi(Mis,:.^ne  x>f.jifFhich,  undef  Majoc  Stibbert,  reduced  the 
fort  of  Ch»nar-Ghiir,  and  afterwaids  penetrated  into  the  interiojp 
parts  of  the  Yi»w's  cottotry; — the  other  divifion  he  led  Jumielf^ 
into  the  Allah,^$d  diftrifts,  which  were  fubjefted.  The  Vizier^ 
not  able,  .tP,  c^qft'^he  fuqcefs  of  thefe  parties^  called  ir>  a  body  of 
Mahrattas,  who  entered  his  country  on  the  fide  of  Corah,-f-  and 
were  defeated  by  the  Englifti  army,  then  commanded  by  Oenferal 
Carnac4    T^te  Mahirattas  were  attacked  a  fecpad  time  bjj;  thi^- 

♦  Tbiioccttrr«Rce  hapjancd  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1765,                '     .  -»  i 
f  This  diftrid,  whicb*  is  &MMd  in 'the  AUahabad  terricory^  is  bordered  by  the  Juinnsu. 
J  la  May,  1765.  ^ 

officer. 
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officer,  at  Ackbarpour  *  and  driven  from  their  ground  j  though  not 
before  they  had  plundered  a  great  part  of  the  European  baggage* 
They  were  foon  obliged  to  crofs  the  Jumna,  which  they  paiTed  at 
the  ford  of  Culpee,  where  they  made  a  ftand  5  but  after  a  (hort 
a£lion  were  wholly  difperfed.  The  Vizier  had  invited  the  Mahrat- 
tas  into  Oade,  without  making  any  provifion  for  the  payment  of 
their  fubfidy ;  and,  fearful  that  this  failure  might  prcmipt  them  to 
commit  ah. outrage  on  his  perfbn,  or  ci^ate  tumults  in  his  army,  he 
nercr  joined  tlwir  party. 

The  affairs  of  the  Vizier  had  now  fallen  to  a  low  ebb  5  he  had 
loft  the  greater  part  of  his  country,  his  army  was  thinned  by  defer- 
tionsy  and  he  was  without  a  treafury,  or  an  ally.  After  the  battle 
of  Buxar,*!*  full  of  alarms  and  defpondency,  be  had  retired  into  Ro« 
hilcund,  where  he  folicited  an  afylum  for  hia  family,  and  the  allift- 
suice  of  the  Rohillas,  Hafiz  Rhamut  received  him  with  hofpi- 
tality^  and  the  refpeft  due  to  his  rank :  he  ai£>rded  him  every  do- 
meftic  convenieticy,  but  earneftly  advifed  a  peace  with  the  Engliih, 
as  die  certain  medium  of  retrieving  the  defolated  ftates  of  his  for* 
tunee.    Deftitute  of  every  refource  for  maintiuning  a  war,  and  diA 

♦  In  May  or  June,  1765, 

t  JufHce  to  a  chara6ter,  already  diftinguifhed  in  Hindoftan  for  liberality  and  valouft 
ealls  on  me  to  note  in  this  place,  the  name  of  Ahmed  Khan  Bunglifli,  the  Navaab  of 
Fumickabad ;  who  when  urged  by  Colonel  Munro,  after  the  aAion  of  Buxar,  to  affift 
in  completing  the  overthrow  pf  .Shujah-iid-Do#lab,  wbo  bad  ever  been  the  avowed 
enemy  of  bis  hiw&i  find  that  bis  bonour  fozbtd  bim  to  carry  armsagaiiift  die  vjm- 
quiihed»  >  .^ 

mayed 
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maycd  by  ill  fortune,  the  Vizier  at  length  rcfolved  to  throw  hlmfelf 
unrefervedly  on  the  clemency  of  the  Englifli.  He  difpatched  Mon- 
lieur  Gentil,  a  French  gentleman,  to  the  Engiifh  camp,^  to  obtain 
an  a£tual  knowledge  of  the  difpofition  of  his  enen;iies«  This 
agent  delivered  to  the  commanding  officer,  an  addrefs  from  the 
Vizier,  couched  in  a  tenor  far  different  from  his  former  letters. 
He  obferved,  that  the  animofities  which  had  ariien  between  them» 
muft  be  attributed  to  the  difpenfations  of  Providence :  that  of  this^^ 
he. had  now  manifeft  witnefs  by  the  events  which  had  been  produeed^ 
and  that  he  was  determined  to  commit  himfelf  to  the  juftice  of  the 
illoftrious  Engliih  chiefs,  conftant  and  unchangeable  in  their  friend-** 
ihip.  In  the  conclufion,  written  by  hiafelf,  ike  fays,  '^  I  regard  not 
'^  wealth,  nor  thenile  of  dominion :  yotir  friendship  and  fa/vour  are 
^  all  I  defire.  I  will»  pleafe  God,  foon  be  with  yous  wheti  yoi» 
'^  m^  do  that  for  me»  which  you  may  think  heU.^^  Lord  Clive/ 
who  at  this  time  had  tfrilred  in  Bdngal,  Wad  em{>ti^¥eredby  the  Oe-^ 
vemment,  in  conjim£^ioh  with  General  Carnac^  to  negotiate  with 
the  Vizier :  and  having  met  lum  at  Allahabad,  in  the  month  of 
Augoft,  1765,  a  treaty  of  peace  was  finally  concluded.  The  Tiib-* 
iknce  Was, — That  tkeit  (hould  be  a  perpetual  treaty  of  peade  be-^ 
tween  the  contraSing  parties. — That  in  the  event  of  the  dominion? 
of  either  being  invaded,  a  military  aid  fhould  be  funiiihed  by  ihe 

*  Nudjef  Khan  was  employed  alf(^by  the  Vizier  on  this  occafion  to  negotiate  with 
the  Engliih ;  but  that  officsr  was  more  ferioufly  etigagcd  in  accompliihiiig  his  emit 
puiyofeftj  than  in  pFocoiiiig  turms  for  hi^  mafter. 

other 
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other. — That  the  Vizier  is  not  to  receive  Caffum  All,  Sombro,  or 
any  Englifti  deferters  into  his  fervice.— That  Corah  and  Allahabad 
be  ceded  to  the  King. — That  Bulwunt  Sing  be  continued  ia 
the  zemindary  of  Benares,  which  is  to  be  confidered  a  fief  of  .the 
Subahdary  of  Oude: — And  that  Chunar-Ghur,  a  fort  in  that 
province,  be  given  up  to  the  Englifh.  That  no  duties  be  collefled' 
on  the  merchandize  of  the  Company,  in  any  part  of  the  country  of 
the  Vizier.  That  all  fuch  fubje6ls  or  relations  of  the  Vizier,  who 
may  have  affifted  the  Englifti  during  the  late  war,  be  pardoned;  — 
and.  That  this  treaty  remain  in  force  with  the  defcendants  of 
the  Vizier. 

Thus  was  Shujah-ud'Dowlah  reftored  to  the  poffefEon  of  his 
dominions  by  the  victorious  Englifti,  after  having  been  reduced  by 
their  arms  to  the  verge  of  ruin.  The  terms  granted  to  him  breathe- 
a  liberal  heroic  ipirit,  and  confpicuoufty  diftinguiftied  the  mind 
from  which  they  (prangs  The  memory  of  the  Indian  hero,  ill 
merits  the  ftain  imprefied  on  it  by  Mr.  Dow,  who  fays,  ^*  Shujah-^ 
nd-Dowlah,  was  Hill  poITeftfed  of  wealth,  and  the  viitue  pf  the  con* 
**  querors,  was  by  no  means  .proof  againfl  temptation."  — But  it 
^'  is  a  fa£t  Supported  by  the  purefl  authority,  that  Lord  Clivc 
obftinately  rejefted  every  offer  of  gratuity,  made  to  liim  by  the 
yizier.  Exclufive*  of  the.  articles  of  the  treaty,  a  private  agree- 
ment, 

^  The  aA  of  reinftating  the  Vizier  in  his  dominion,  not  only  contributed  to  exalt 
Ac  charaftcr  of  the  BritUh  nation,  but*  was  ftridly  confonaotto  die  principles  of  found 

policy. 
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htent,  entered  into  by  the  contraftihg  parties,  ftipulated,  on  the 
part  of  the  Vizier,  a  payment  of  fifty  lacks  of  rupees  to  the  Eng-» 
liih  Government,  for  defraying  the  expences  of  the  war ;  as  the 
^glifh  at  this  period,  did  not  ofk^nGbly  interfere  in  the  admini- 
ftration  of  the  Bengal  provincial  affairs  3  which  on  the  death  of 
Meer  Jaffier  had  devolved  on  his  fon  Nuzzum-ud-Dowlah. 

The  treaty  entered  into  with  Shujah-nd-Dowlah,  was^ executed 
by  this  prince«  on  one  part,  and  on  the  other  by  the  fubahdar  of 


{Kflicy.  It  evinces  alfo  a  forefigKt  which  is  grievoufly  verified  in  tiie  events  of  Aic^i 
ceedii^  times.  Lord  Clive,  in  his  letter  to  the  Company,  fays,  ^  Our  reftoring  to 
^  Shujah-ud-Dowlah,  the  whole  of  his  dominions,  proceeds  more  from  the  defire  of 
^  not  extending  the  Company's  territorial  pofieffions,  than  the  generbus  policy  of  at* 
^  tacbing  him  forever  to  ourinterefts  by  .gratitude ;  though  this  has  been  the  aj^rent, 
<^  and  is  by  many  thought  to  be  the  real  motive.  Had  we  ambitioufly  attempted  to 
^  retain  the'C«nqtiered  country^  experience  would  foon  have  proved  the  impradic;d>i^ 
^  lity  cf  fach  a  plan*  The  eftabliihment  of  an  iucreafed  aroay  muft  have  been  added 
((  to  your  lift}  and  more  chiefships  appointed*  Ads  of  oppreffion  and  innumerable 
^^  tbufes  would  have  been  committed,  which,  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  the  prefidencf  , 
<*  could  neither  have  been  prevented,  or  remedied ;  and  muft-infallibly  have  laid  the 
*<  foundation  of  another  war.  Our  old  privileges  and  podei&ons  would  have  been  en- 
^  dangered  by  every  fupply  we  might  have  been  tempted  to  ^ord  in  fupport  of  the 
<<  new,  and  the  natives  touft  have  finally  triumphed  in  our  inability  to  fuftain  the 
**  weight  of  our  own  ambition." — In  India,  it  is  to  be  noted,  donations  arc'prefented 
to  men  of  power,  or  thofe  who  are  fuppofed  to  influence  them,  for  perfonal  protedion, 
and  for  the  fecuriqr  or  acquifition  of  property.  A  rejeded  offer  is  the  -eftabliibed 
fignal  .of  difpleafure,  and  either  indicates  its  infuffictency,  or  that  fome  more  adequate 
reward  has  been  already  preferred.  Shiyah-ud-Dowlah  was  at  firft  alarmed  at  the  con* 
dud  <tf  Lord  Clive,  whofe  refiifal  of  any  gift  was  copftrved  into  a  difpofition  inimical 
to  his  interefts.  But  this  prince  beheld  the  foldier's  magnanimity  with  admiration, 
when  at  the  conclufioa  of  the  treaty,  he  received,  in  tpken  of  friendOiip,  a  ring  ot 
noderate  value. 

.V^u  I.  U  Bengal, 
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Bengat,  m  conjun6tio]i  \^ith  Loi:d  Clive :  but  tfaeat  all  future  emi^ 
barrafimeAts  might  be  obviated^,  a  ddq^ated  power,  authorizing  the 
Engiifh  India  Company  to  manage  and  controul  the  revenues  or 
the  provitlces,  was  obtained  from  tl)^  king;  It  ^as  alfo  ftipulated^ 
that  in  confideration  of  the  appointment  dF  Nu(Kzam-ud*Dowlih 
to  the  military  and  executive  government  of  the  provinces,  and  hia 
]grant*  of  the  dvil  jurifaiflion  to  the  Ehglifb,  the  ibm  of  twenty* 
!i%  lacks  of  tupees-f  fhouki  be  annually  paid  «o  the  Idng,  oat  of 
the  revenues  of  Bengal.  The  diflrifts  of  Allahabad  and  Corah 
WCTc  at  the  fame  time  difmemberedfcom  the  Vizicr^s  territory^  and 
eeded  to  Shah  Aluni,  that  he  might  be  enabled  to  maintain^  without 
a  reflraint,  the  dignity  of  his  ilatiom 

Though  he  amply  experienced  the  liberality  of  the  Englifli, 
the  Vizier  had  fuf&red  important  injuries  during  the  war.  From 
*thc  revenue  of  Oude,  which  with  certain  diftri6ls  of  Allahabad^ 
was  computed  at  one  hundred  and  iixty  tacks  of  rupees,  th0» 
ceflion  of  Corah  and  Allahabad,  had  deduced  thirty-fix  lacks ;, 
and  the  ravages  of  his  own  army^  with  the  incurfions  of  our 
troops,  who  had  "proceeded  as  far  as  Lucknow,  caufed  a  farther 
•  decreafe  of  the  general  produce  of  his  country. — In  acknowledge^* 
ment  for  the  cefiion  which  had  been  made^   Shah  UUum  in^ 


♦  It  IS  tenned'the  Dewanf, 

t  From  this- amount,  a  peniion  of  two  lacks  of  rupees  was  1>eftowed9  at  the  inteJF^- 
oeffion  of  the  Englifb,  on  Nudjef  Khan,  who  was  thought  to  have  rendered  them  fer^- 
irice  during  the  latter  psirt  of  the  Oude  wan 

veiled: 
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vdftcd  the  Vizkr  with  die  hereditary  poffeffion  of  the  province  of 
Oude. 

This  prince  was  now  feen  to  apply  with  a  vigilant  affidukyto 
the  adminiftration  of  his  affairs.  The  revenue  department  was 
committed  to  the  charge  of  men  of  ability  and  credit,  who  in 
the  fpace  of  a  few  years  enabled  him  to  diicharge  a  large  debt^ 
and  to  accumulate  a  fund  for  the  fnpply  of  public  exigencies. 

On  his  arrival  at  Oude^  after  the  Allahabad  treaty,  he  called 
together,  it  is  faid>  his  principal  officers,  and  making  known  to 
them  the  engagements  he  had  iQ«de  with  the  Englifh,  he  de(ire4 
their  aid  in  performing  the  obligation.  Through  this  mode  of 
requifitioD,  which  is  often  pra^i^  by  the  prince?  of  India  in  tipK 
of  need,  the  Vizier  obtained  fome  aid ;  though  far  fhort  of  his 
neceflities.  His  fiegum,  feeing  the  difficulties  that  furroundcd 
him,  and  the  diftrefTed  ftate  of  his  mind,  divefted  herfelf  of  the 
jewels,  and  other  valuable  ornaments  (he  pofTofTed^  aqd  entreated 
that  the  amount  might  be  applied  to  the  arrangemjent  of  his  affairs. 
It  is  mentioned,  that  Shujah-ud-rDowlah  \yas  fo  wai;mly  afFeded  by 
this  mark  of  ^he  Begum's  attaohmeiit,  which  wholly  removed  his 
embarraiTment,  that  he  fol^mnly  fwQjfe,  he  would  never^  while  he 
refided  in  the  fame  place,  ab&Qt  himfelf  from  her  apartment  after 
a  edrtain  hour  of  the  night ;  md  that  he  wpnld  thenceforth  ever 
'  tjftewn  her  hjs  faithful  if riend  and^CQunfellpr.  J^gr  does  it  appear 
that  lie  Aviated  ^  from  tl^e  vow  he  made  to  the  Beg^m^  who  be- 

U  z  came 
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came  from  that  day  the  repofitory  of  his  treafure,  and  all  his  fecret 
tranfaftions. 

The  defeat  at  Buxar^  having  relieved  the  Vizier  from  the 
maintenance  of  a  turbulent  crowd  of  cavalry,  he  began  to  intra- 
diice  in  his  army,  a  fyflem  of  order  and  regular  payment.  He  had 
ieen  that  the  excellency  of  the  European  troops  confided  in  difci- 
pline,  the  quality  of  their  arms,  and  the  fkilful  management  of 
artillery.  He  therefore  made  ftreniious  and  unceafing  eflforts  in 
forming  a  body  of  infantry,  with  its  requifite  eftablifhment  of 
cannon,  after  the  European  manner.  The  undertaking  was  ar^ 
duous,  and  fuch  as  few  Afiatic  princes  could  have  executed.  But 
the  genius,  aftivity,  and  perfeverance  of  Shujah-ud-Dowlah,  fur- 
mounted  the  various  obftacles^  which  rooted  prgudice  and  con- 
ftitutional  habit  had  raifed  to  oppofe  him.^  Under  the  dire6tion  of 
fbme  Frenchmen  whom  he  had  invited  inta  his  fervice,  an  arlenal 
was  founded  at  Fyzeabad^  where  guns,  mufquets  and  fhot,  with 
other  military  ftores,  were  fabricated  with  Ikill  and  expedition. — 
From  this  hew  magazine,  about  ten  battalions  of  infantry,  and  a 
fmall  trsun  of  >artillery,  were  equipped.  Though  this  body  was 
formed  at  the  expence  of  large  fums,  and  much  labour,  fuch  ju- 
dicbus  arrangements  had  been  adopted  for  the  go/emment  of  his 
country,  that  fufficient  funds  were  created,  to  defray  the  chargpy 
and  to  produce  a  refpeflable  treafury.  The  cavalry,  which  at  the 
"iMittle  of  Buxar  amounted  to  391000,  appears  at  this  time  to  have 

beem 
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been  reduced  to  little  more  than  5,000  men.  The  Vizier  derived 
an  efientiai  benefit  from  the  EngUih  gvrifon>  that  was  Rationed 
at  Allahabad,  which  keeping  that  quarter  in  awe^  relieved  him  fron^ 
the  ncceflary  expence  of  protedting  a  frontier  country. 

In  the  year  1768,  Shujah-ud-Dowlah  faw  hirafelf  in  the  pof- 
feifion  of  a  well  appointed  army,  a  treafury  competent  to  its^ 
charge,  and  a  flourifhing  produftive  territory.  This  quick  pro- 
grefs,  in  endeavouring  to  difTolve  the  fubordinate  connexion  into 
which  he  had  been  forced,  and  to  extend  bis  power,  attracted  the 
notice  of  Colonel  Smith,  who  was  ftationed  at  Allahabad. — ^Thi& 
officer  reprefented  the  condu£l  of  Oude,  as  dangerous  to  the  in^ 
tereft  of  the  nation,  and  demanding  an  immediate  interpofition^ 
The  council)  roufed  by  this  information^,  deputed  Meflirs.  Cartier,: 
Rufiell,  and  Colonel  Smith,  to  the  Vizier,  to  expoftulate  on  the 
tendency  of  his  military  preparations ;  which  indicated,,  they  ob- 
ierved,  a  want  of  confidence  in  their  friendihip  and  fupporL  The 
deputies  held  a  conference  with  the  Vizier  at  Benares,  in  the 
month  of  November,  1768  >  when  after  much  acrimonious  alter- 
caticm,  he  confented,  though  with  a  deep  mortification  and  re* 
instance,  to  limit  the  itrength  of  his  troops  to  the  £:>llowing: 
number  and  denomination  ^ 


Cavahy^ 
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Cavalry,  —  —  —  to,ooo 

Ten  battalions  of  lepoys,  including  officers  of     io,ood 

every  rank,  —  — 

The  Nujjecb  regiment  of  matchlock-men,  5,000 

A  corps  of  artillery,  not  to  exceed  —  500 

Irregulars,  not  to  be  cl<ythedy  difciplined,  c/v 
armed,  after  the  manner  of  the  English  iepoys, 
or  Nujjeeb  regiment,  —  —  9,500 


3J>ooo 


TiTE  Vizier  confidered  this  reftriftion  as  no  lefs  unjufl-,  than  it 
was  difgracef ul  to  Wm ;  but,  incapable  of  avowedly  oppofing  the  re- 
qnifition  of  fuch  powerful  and  jealous  allies,  -he  refolved  to  execute 
hrs  plans  with  more  addrefe,  'though  without  any  e(fential  deviation 
^rom  the  objeft  that  biaffed  all  his  aftions  :  and  it  is  a  well  known 
'fiaft,    that  he  did  not,   in  corifequence  of  the  treaty  of  Benares, 
difmifs  one  foldier  from  his  fervice.     His  proceedings  were  con- 
duced with  caution,  and  he  was  fuccefsful  in  procuring,  amongft 
the  Englifh  therafelves,  zealous  and  able  advocates ;  but  the  Vizier 
faw  that  his  ambition  and  fchemes  of  aggrandifement,  would  ever 
be  encountered  by  the  jealoufy  of  the  Englifti,  whom  he  now  beheld 
with  miftruft  and  refentment  -,  and  knowing  the  French  were  the 
<:ommon  enemy  of  our  nation,  the  Vizier  held  out  many  induce- 
ments to  engage  their  afliilance* 


In 


rORSTER'S    TRAV]^L&  159 

In  the  y«r  1772,  a  Mahratta  armyi  commanded  by  the  chiefs». 
Scindia,  Halcar,  and  Huriy  Punt,  penetrating  into  Hindoftan,, 
laid  wafte  the  Duab^  and  pc^iefled  themfelves  of  the  Etajoh  dif- 
trij£i$«  together  vvkh  all  the  texTitory  of  Ahmed  KJian  Bjungi(h>  cif.^ 
cept  the  town  and  eoyirons  of  Furruckabad.     An  invafion  fo  for- 
mkiable  l^d  alarmed  the  Ro^a  diiefs,  who,  on  thie  approach  pf 
the  MahraJttas,  folicited  tlx,e  Vizier  to  procure  the  aid  of  an  Englifh 
hrigade ;  for  which  th^y  offered  the  fum  of  fotrty  lacks  of  rupees^ 
Tiie  Vizier,  anxious  for  the  fafety  of  his  own  country,  on  the  con- 
€aes  of  which  the  enemy  were  already  encamped,  accepted,  with- 
out heiitation^  a  propofal  tU^t  would  enable  him  to  defray  the  ex- 
pences  of  a  body  qf  troops,  from  which  he  himfelf  would  derive 
an  efTential  benefit }  and  he,  fome  time  in  the  year  1772,  applied 
to  the  Englifh  Government,  for  a  fupply  of  forces  to  defend  his* 
-dominions  againft  the  threatened  invafion  of  the  Mahrattas.    Con- 
iormably  to  this  requifition,  an  Englifh  brigade  proceeded  to  Be- 
nares^ whence  a  detachment  of  three  native  battalions,  joined  by 
the  fqrccs  of  the  Vizier,  marched  to  the  frontiers  of  Rohilcund ;. 
the  interiour  parts  of  which  the  Mahrattas  were  then  laying  wafle- 
The.  commencement  of  the  periodical  rains,  and  the  near  approach 
of  the  combined  army,  obliged  them  to  rapidly  crofs  the  Ganges. 
The  Mahrattas,  in  the  following  year,*  again  entered  Rohilcund 
wlicre  they  committed  much  devaflation  3  but  they  retreated  on^ 

the: 
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the  appearance  of  the  Vizier's  army,  which  had  been  reinforced  by 
a  complete  En^ifti  brigade. 

On  the  night  previoufly  to  the  arrival  of  the  combined  forces 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Mahratta  encampment^  which  was  formed 
on  the  weft  fide  of  the  Ganges,  a  large  body  of  their  cavalry  crofled 
the  river,  and,  difperfing  the  Rohilla  troops,  they  carried  off  Ah« 
med  Khan,  one  of  the  principal  officers.  The  brigade  reached  the 
place  of  this  aftion  about  bre^  of  day^  when  they  obfcrved  the 
Mahrattas  paffing  the  river,*  then  fordable,  with  precipitation  ; 
and  a  diftant  cannonade  enfued,  in  which  the  enemy  loft  a  few 
men  and  horfes  :  but  they  foon  retired  from  that  quarter,  nor  have 
they  fince  appeared  in  arms  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  Ganges. 

The  Vizier,  on  the  retreat  of  the  enemy,  demanded  the  fata 
of  forty  lacks  of  rupees  from  Hafiz  Rhamut  Khan,  who  being  at 
this  time  the  fuperiour  officer  of  the  Rohilla  forces,  and  the  con- 
du£lor  of  their  political  meafures,  was  urged  to  fulfil  the  engage- 
ment. Hafiz  reprcfented,  that  the  Rohillas  had  not  received  the 
ftipulated  aid,  which,  if  furnifhed  in  the  preceding  year,  might 
have  prevented  the  injuries  done  by  the  enemy ;  and  that  the  pre- 
fent  campaign  had  been  maintained  by  the  Rohilla  troops  :  yet  he 
faid,  that  though  the  other  chiefs  fhould  withhold  their  quota  of 
the  claimed  amount,  he  would  difcharge  his  proportion  to  the  ex- 
tent  of  his  ability. 

*  At  RvDgaut,  a  ford  of  Ac  Ganges  in  Rohilcund.— Vide  Renneirs  map* 

The 
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The  ambitious  difpofition  of  the  Vizier,  and  the  difregard  he 
liad  hitherto  fhewn  to  the  didbates  of  juftice>  or  honour,  afford  no 
flender  authority  for  fuppofing  that  he  fecretly  rejoiced  at  the  re- 
fofal  of  the  Rohillas  to  execute  the  whole  tenor  of  their  agreement. 
In  promoting  and  extending  his  fchemes  of  conqueft  and  grartdeuf, 
the  Vizier  muft  have  ever  been  expofcd  to  the  counterafting  power 
of  the  Rohillas,  who  wei'e  all  Ibldiers,  and  To  far  from  refpefling 
his  military  capacity,  they  treated  it  with  contempt  and  derifron. 
The  conqueft  of  Rohilcund  muft  have  therefore  natujrally  com- 
pofed  an  cfiential  part  of  the  Vizier's  ^ricral  plan  of  aggrandize- 
ment* 

Ap.TEft  his  retum  from  the'Mahratta  expedition,  he  defired  a 
conference  with  the  Governor  of  Bengal,  for  the  purpofe  of  ad^ 
jufting  certain  political  meafures.  Mr.  Haflings,  aflfociated  with 
ibmc  other  members  of  the  Government,  was  deputed  to  treat 
with  the  Vizier  at  Benares ;  and  the  principal  6bje£b  of  the  meet* 
ing  w^s  afcribed  to  the  motive  of  fixing  the  weftern  poffeffioiis  of 
the  EngUih,  on  a  firmer  and  more  permanent  bafis,  by'  fomb 
final  arrangement  of  the  territories  that  had  been  afSgned  to  thq 
Idng.  .  :      . 

Since  the  period  of  the  treaty  of  176:5,  5hah  Alutn  hid  rei 
mained  at  Allahabad,  where  he  had  enjoyed,  a  fplendid  and  a  quiet 
retreat  i  but  his  wifhes  feeming  to  be  centered  in  enjoying  the  re- 
iidenceof  his  capital,  he  proceeded  thither  in  i77if-^facrificing, 
at  once,  the  fubftantial  benefits  which  had  been  coaferrpdj  9%  l)ii» 
yot.  L  X  by 
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by  the  boCiiity  of  the  Englifli.  The  King  was  alfo  excited  to  this 
meafure  by  his  fer^rants^  who  faw  the  infioencb  of  a  foreign  power 
depriving  them  of  the  common  advantages  of  their  Nation,  and  of 
that  fway  which  his  difpofition  naturally  invited.  The  repeated 
folicitation  of  the  king  for  troops,  to  eftablifh  his  power  at  Dehli, 
were  not  acceded  to  in  a  manner  that  promifed  any  fuccefs :  he 
procured  two  native  battalions  that  had  been  m^ntained  by  him 
at  Allahabad)  but  without  the  complement  of  European  officers  ^ 
and  this  party^  with  about  20,000  irregular  troops,  commanded 
by  Najeb  Khan^  arrived  in  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1771,  at 
Dehli* 

Thb  principal  events  of  the  life  of  Shujah-ud-Dowlah,  being 
flenderly  connected  with  the  hiftory  of  Shah  Alum^  an  occafional 
leference  to  it  is  only  neceflary ;  and  it  may  here  be  obferved,  that 
the  meafures  of  an  Indian  court,  too  frequently  operating  tbrougb 
the  many  channds  of  deceit,  or  by  the  more  daring  afts  of  trea« 
chery,  would  o£Fer  little  inftrudion  to  the  European  reader,  unle(b 
they  lead  to  decided  revolutions,  or  affe£t  the  general  fyftem  of 
^oYemment. 

The  Vizier  did  not  depend  upon  the  court  of  Dehli,  for  the 
fiiccefs  of  hb  fchemes,  or  the  advancement  of  his  power.  He 
maintained  however  an  influence  there>  by  the  agency  of  Efiich 

*  It  it  fkid,  that  the  ling's  joimi«y  was  haftened  by  die  intenigence  of  Ztbiyi 
Xhati's  feizure  of  Dehit,  where  he  comaiitted  many  outrages  i  eveo,  accoxding  ta 
fopidar  reppr^  in  the  King's  baraou 

Khao^ 
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Kliai^  one  of  his  favoarite  lervants^  who  gratifying  tlie  King  by 
oj^ortune  donations,  procured  the  formal  inveftiturc  of  fuch  ter« 
ntoxies,  as  the  Vizier  had  either  previoufly  feized,  or  meditated  the 
co&queft  of.  But  we  are  not  to  fuppofe  that  the  poiTefllon  of  fuch 
inftruments^  which  had  a  conftant  circulation^  and  flowed  from  too 
weak  a  fource  to  aft  with  efficacy,  would  eflentially  promote  the' 
deiigns  of  this  prince. 

That  fome  parts  of  the  treaty  now  entered  into,  between  the 
Engliih  Government  and  the  Vizier,  may  be  clearly  underftood,  it 
is  necefiary  to  notice,  that  in  a  fhort  time  after  the  departure  of 
Shah  Alum  from  the  territories  which  had  been  afligned  to  him, 
the  right  was  judged  to  revert  to  the  Englifti  Government.  On 
the  King's  jun6tion  with  a  body  of  Mahrattas,  then  ftationed  in 
the  vicinity  of  Agra,  he  was  compelled  to  make  a  formal  ceffion 
to  them  of  the  province  of  Corah,  and  thediftrifts  of  Currah. 
This  furrender,  to  a  power  deemed  hoftile  to  the  welfare  of  Ben^ 
gal,  afforded  a  plea,  equally  founded  on  the  rights  of  conqueft 
and  good  policy,  to  aflume  the  relinquished  territory :  and  the 
Vizier,  who  had  with  regret  made  the  facrifice,  expreifing,  after 
the  King*s  departure,  an  earneft  defire  of  recovering  the  dii^ 
membered  country,  his  requef)-,  with  certain  qualifications,  was 
granted.* 

X2  In 

*  The  treaty  of  I773»  contains  little  important  matter,  nor  would  I  fatigue  tho 
reader  ^di  its  perufiil^  did  I  not  apprehend,  that  fome  ferious  re^cflions  will  occuP, 
in  comparing  it  with  the  events  of  the  Succeeding  year*   It  is  ipecified,  ^  That  wberea% 

«io 
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In  the  conference  at  Benares,  it  was  alfo  ftipulated,  that  the 
Vizier  fhould  confirm  Cheyt  Sing,  the  fon  and  fucceflor  of  fiulb* 
wunt  Sing,  in  the  pofTeflion  of  Benares>  and  its  dependenciesu 

Th» 


^  in  the  treaty  concluded  at  Allahabad,  on  the  i6th  of  Auguft  1765,  Between  the 
**  Vizier  and  the  Company,  it  is  exprelTed  that  the  diftrids  of  Corah  and  Allahabad 
•*  were  given  to  His  Majefty  for  his  cxpences  s  and  whereas  His  Majefty  abandoned 
^  the  poileifion  of  the  aforefaid  diflri£b,  and  even  has  given  a  funnud  for  Corah  and 
^^  Currah  to  the  Mahrattas,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  both  the  Vizier  and  Englilh 
<^  Company,  and  contrary  to  the  meaning  of  the  faid  treaty ;  he  hath  thereby  forfeited 
*^  his  right  to  the  faid  diftri<5ls,  which  have  reverted  to  the  Companjs  from  whence  he 
^*  received  them  :  it  is  therefore  agreed,  that  the  aforefaid  diftrids  (hall  be  put  into 
•*  the  pofleffion  of  the  Vizier,  on  the  following  conditions,  and  that,  in  the  feme 
^*  manner  as  the  province  of  Oude,  and  the  other  dominions  6f  the  Vizier  are  pd^ 
^<  feiTed  by  him  ;  fo  (hall  he  poiTefs  Corah,  and  Currah,  and  Allahabad,  for  ever. — He 
*^  (hall  by  no  means,  or  under  any  pretence,  be  liable  to  any  obftru£trons  in  the  afore- 
^  faid  countries  from  the  Company,  and  the  £ngli(h  chiefs^  and  exclufive  of  the  mon^ 
^  now  ftipulated,  no  mention  or  requeft  Qiall  by  any  means  be  made  to  him  for  any 
'"  thing  elft  due  on  this  account.  This  agreement  (hall  be  obferved  by  the  Englilh- 
^  chiefs,  gentlemen  of  the  council,  and  the  Comgany,.  nor  (hall  it  be  broken,  or  devjji' 
Jf  ated  fronu 

•*  CONIUTIONS  : 

^  He  (b^U  pay  to  the  Company  fifty  lacks  of  Sicca  Rupees,- 

^according  to  the  currency  of  the  province  of  Oudc,  viz.     -     -.  •     50,00,000 


^^  In  ready  mon^«    -•.-.----^•.-••-    20,00,000  - 
"  In  two  years  after  the  date  hereof— viz.  the  firft  year    -     -     -     15,00,000 
**  The  fecond  year.    ••-•••..------     15,00,000'. 

Sa«  Rs.    50,00,00a 

**  To  prevent  any  dilpute  arifing,  concerning  the  pajmicnt  which  (hall  be  made  by 

^  the  Vizier  for  tk;  Company  V  troops  that  may  march  to  his  affiftance^  it  is.agreed^ 

«  that 
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^hc  Vizier  acq^uief^ed  in  this  meafare  witk  relu£):ance>  said  marks 
of  extreme  difguft.  Not  that  he  wished  to  deprive  this  chief  of 
his  pofieifions^  but  he  was  averfe  to  a  foreign  interference  in  be* 
half  of  a  perfon  whom  he  confidered  his  immediate  vaffal^- and 
who,  by  obtaining  fo  ftrong  a  fupport,  would  naturally  deviate 
from  that  ftate  of  fubordination  in  which  filch  landholders  are 
placed  under  aa  effe6live  Mahometan  government.  Shujah-ud^ 
Dowlah,  though  accomplilhed  in  his  manners,  and  endowed  with 
an  addrefs  that  diftinguiihed  him  among  the  politeft  of  his  coun^ 
trymen^  could  not  fupprefs  the  indignation  he  felt  at  the  Englifk 
Governor*s  defire,  to  have  Cheyt  Sing  feated  in  his  prefence.  Buf 
the  Vizier  was  then  preparing  a  fuit  *  of  fuch  an  importance  t» 


^  that  the  expences  of  a  brigade  {hall  be  computed  at  two  I'aclcs  and  ten  thouiand 
^f  (2,10,000)  Sicca  rupees  per  month, according  to  thecurrency  of  theprovinceof  Oudq» 
^  mmBy  a  brigade,  is  meant  as  follows— 

«  Two  battafions  of  Europeans^ 
^^  Six  battalions  of  Sepoys,  and 
•*  One  company  of  artillery- 

^  The  expence  of  the  iaid  troops  flxall  be  diefrayed  by  the  Vizrer,  from  the  tuni 
•*  thev  (hall  have  pafled  the  border  of  the  province ;  and  exclufive  of  the  above  men» 
**  tioncd  fum,  no  more  on  any  account  fliall  be  demanded  from  him.  Should  the  Com- 
*^  pany  and  the  £ngli(h  chiefs  have  occafion  to  fend  for  the  troops  of  the  Vizier,  the 
"  Company,  and  the  Engiiih  chiefs,  ihall  alfo  pay  their  expence  in  the  like  manner.— 
*«  Signed,  fcaled,  and  folemnly  fworn  to,  by  the  contrafting  parties,  September  thr 
f  7th,  1773." 

f  A  fupply  of  troojjp  for  the  conqucft  of  Rohilcund. 

Ixis 
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fiis  fchemest  that  had  lus  rerentments  been  keener^  they  would 
have  been  facrificed  to  its  accompliflimen^ 

That  be  might  the  more  efFe^ually  prevent  Englifh  nerchants 
or  their  agents  from  refiding  or  negociating  in  his  country,  die 
Vizier  obtained  permiflion  at  this  time  to  impofe  large  duties  on 
the  importation  of  Bengal,  and  Europeah  merchandize.  He  had 
-witneffed  the  rapacious  monopoly  which  the  ifervants  of  the  Com-- 
pany  had  exercifed  in  Bengal,  and  knew^  that  many  of  the  cala« 
inities  which  had  befallen  that  country,  might  be  juftly  afcribed  to 
the  European  aiTumption  of  its  commerce,  which  had  been  con* 
dueled  on  terms  £>  partial  to  themfelves,  that  aimoft  every  other 
trader  was  obliged  ta  purchafe  an  European  name  to  cover  his 
property.  It  is  faid,  that  when  Shujah-ud-Dowlah  has  been  fb* 
licited  to  receive  an  Englifli  merchant  into  his  country»  he  hat 
offered  him  an  immediate  fum  of  money,  rather  than  riik  the  ad« 
miflion  of  a  fyftem  that  appeared  wholly  deftruftive  of  the  true 
principles  of  trade. 

On  the  conclufion  of  the  Benares  treaty,  the  Vizier  carried  his 
arms  againft  the  Mahrattah  garrifons  in  the  Duab,  which  he  fe- 
verally  expelled ;  and  extended  his  conquefts  as  far  to  the  weftward 
as  the  Fort  of  Jaunfy,*  The  main  body  of  the  Mahrattah  army 
having  moved  into  the  Decan,  without  leaving  a  fufficient  force  to 

•  Jaiinfy  fiandson  the  weftera  extreoiicy  of  the  Kalpj  territoiy.    See  Retmell's  mapj, 

maintain 
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ttaintain  their  Duab  poffeflions,  they  fell  to  the  Vizier  without  re- 
finance. A  large  divifxon  of  the  country  which  he  acquired  iit 
this  campaign,  had  pertained  to  Ahnled  Khan  Bungufh,  the  late* 
chief  of  Parruckabad,  who  was  fucceeded  by  his  adopted  fon, 
MuzzufFer  Jung ;  a  youth,  whom  the  Mahrattas  foon  ftripped  o^ 
his  moft  finable  diflrids.  The  Vizier,  to  induce  the  neutrality  of 
&e  Patams  of  Furruckabad,  during  his  Duab  expedition,  promifed 
in  the  event  of  the  Mahrattah  expulfion,  to  reftore  to  Muzzuffer 
Jung  all  the  territory  that  had  been  poffeflcd  by  Ahmed  Khan. 
That  the  conduct  of  an  Indian  prince,  in^  purfuit  of  a  favourite 
objefi:,  or  in  the  gratification  of  his  ambition^  may  be  fpecifically 
viewed,  I  will  infert  the  Vizier's  treaty  with  MuzzafFer  Jung,  in 
which  is  feen  a  folemn  proteftation  made  to  God,  the  moH:  endear-i 
ing  terms  of  frienddiip  and  afFe£lion  pledged  to  man,  boldly  ufed 
as  the  inilruments  of  treachery  and  diflionour.  The  ceremony  of 
an  oath  is  efteemed  amongft  the  prefoit  race  of  Mahometans,  9 
ihallow  trite  artifice^  and  is  only  adopted  by  thofe,  who,  from  a 
want  of  ftronger  refoiirce,  are  driven  to  the  neceffity  of  adopting 
iecondary  aids. 

The  treaty  lets  forth,  •*  That  in  confequence  of  the  friend- 
■•  (hip,  that  has  for  a  long  time  fubfifted  between  MuzzufFer  Jung^ 
^  and  my  anceflors,  and  me,  I  have  adopted  him  for  my  child. 
^  By  the  grace  of  God,  I  will  do  whatever  may  be  for  his  good 
^  or  advantage^  4  will  confider  his  bufinefs,  his  friends,  and  hi^ 
^  enemies,  as  mine ;  and  until  our  lad  breathy  we  engage  for  our* 

**  fclvcs. 
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"  fdves,  and  for  our  defcendants  and  fucccffors,  tliat  we  will  re^ 
^  main  united. — I  fwear,  by  the  Almighty  God,  by  his  Prophet^ 
"  and  the  Holy  Koran>  never  to  vary  or  depart  from  this  treaty, 
*'  upon  condition  that  my  beloved  fon  Muzzuffer  Jung  do  adhere 
*•  to  it  alfo  on  his  part*  In  witneis  whereof,  thefc  lines  are  writ-> 
«^  ten  in  the  ftylc  of  a  treaty.  By  the  grace  of  God,  whenever 
**  the  Mahrattas  are  conquered,  and  driven  out  of  the  country, 
.**  and  mine  enemies  expelled,  I  will  deliver  up  to  my  dearly  beloved 
**  fon,  Muzzuffer  Jung,  the  territories  he  formerly  poffeffed,  and 
*^  which  h€  has  loft  in  (the  war,  to  the  Mahrattas.  Dated  accord- 
^  ing  to  the  Chriftian  aera,  January,  1774/* 

Shujah-ud-Dowlah  did  expel  the  Mahrattas  from  the 
Bungufti  territory ;  but  he  did  not  fulfil  the  tenor  of  his  treaty 
with  Muzzuffer  Jung,  to  whom,  on  the  fuccefs  of  the  Mahratta 
campaign,  he  gave  a  fmall  fum  of  money,  but  no  part  of  the 
country  which  had  been  fo  folemnly  promifed. 

The  grand  objedt  of  the  Vizier's  ambition  had  ripened  into 
maturity,  and  was  now  publicly  avowed :  —  he  applied  to  the  Englifh 
Government  for  a  body  of  troops,  to  aflift  in  the  conqueft  of  Ro- 
hilcund,  the  chiefs  of  which,  he  reprefented,  had  refufed  to  per- 
form their  engagements  with  him,  and  had  ever  been  the  inveterate 
enemies  of  his  houfe.  The  Government  appear  to  have  been 
deeply  embarrafTed  by  the  Vizier's  requifition  :  they  faw  the  danger 
of  carrying  their  arms  againft  a  remote  and  warlike  people,  and 
they  felt  a  difficulty  in  framing  the  caufe  of  a  war  againft  a  nation 

-    from 
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irom  whom  they  had  received  no  injury.  After  an  indeciiive  de- 
liberation of  fbme  days,  they  confented  40  commit  the  unreferved 
tnan^ement  of  the  Oade  negotiation  to  the  Governor.— He  alfo 
apreffed  an  averlion  to  extend  the  military  operations  of  the 
Eoglifh  to  £0  diftant  a  qnarter,  and  propofed,  that  a  demand  of 
iiich  magnitude  fhould  be  made  for  the  aid  required,  that  the  Vv- 
zier  wouVl  neceflfirUy  be  induced  to  ivithdraw  the  application. 
Conft>rniably  to  this  couhfeJ>  an  gnglifti  brigade  w^s  tendered  to 
the  Vizier,  for  the  purpofe  of  promoting  tjie  conqueft  of  Rohil- 
ciind ;  (m  the  cmidition  of  foqr  lacks  of  rupees  being  paid  to  the 
Company.  <>n  A«  compktion  of  the  fervice,  and  the  monthly  fub- 
fidy  bf  two  lacks  and  teb.thoufand  rupees,  during  the  refidence  of 
the  troops  in. his  dominions.  The  condutSt  of  Government <loes 
not  authorize  an  inference  that  the  Vizier  would  ultimaetely  refufe 
hir  affent  to  thefe  terms }  for  an  order  was  difpatched  to  the  fa£^ory^ 
at  Patna,  direfting  that  the  motions  of  a  brigade  ftationed  in  that 
quarter^  fliould,  without  further  communication  with  the  Prefi- 
dency,  be  directed  by  the  future  inftruftions  of  the  Vizier,  who 
was  at  the  fame  time  advifed  of  the  meafure  that  had  been  adopted. 
—The  Vizier,  thus  powerfully' aided  in  the  profecution  of  his  fa- 
vorite fcheme,  condufted  his  operations  with  celerity.  The  Go- 
vernor had  not  informed  the  Council  of  the  Vizier'^s  defigns  on 

Rohilcund  until  the  latter  end  of  November,*  yet  the  brigade 

• 
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marched  in  tlie  fdltming  Januai^,  and  in  the  (hort  fpace  ctf  aboOl 
three  months,^  the  Rohillas  were  completely  defeated  in  a  pUche4 
l>attle'  that  was  fought  in  the  centre  of  their  country.  Near  fiire 
thoufknd  of  them  were  IdUed  and  woanded ;  but  the  lo&  became 
irretrievable  by  the  death  of  their  chi^,  who  was  flain  in  the  a<v 
tion.  Hafiz  Rhamut^^  though  he  Ued  in  an  hbnourable  caafiv 
merited  a  milder  fate.  He  had  never  been  the  tncioay  of  thft 
Englifh,  and  he  had  proteded  Shi^ah>ud-Dowl^  at  the  loweft 
ebb-f  of  his  fortunes. 

After  the  engagement^  Fyze-ullah  Khan  retreaited  with » 
iarge  party  of  the  routed  araiy  to  Lall  Dong^  wiftre  he  to<^  poft 
«n  the  fide  of  a  fteep  hilK  The  Vizier,  accompanied  by  the 
EngIKh  brigade,  invelled  the  intrenjchments  of  the  Rohillas,  wht^ 
^ng,  reduced  to  v^arious  diftrefs,  Irom  a  confined  unheaMiy^ 
^tuafaoRt  and  ferving  under  a  leader  of  no  lalUtary  talasts,  tfa^ 
fTopokd  eameft  terms  of  accommodation  to  the  EngtiOi  coit^ 
«iuuiding  officer  5  who  urged^  and  pitevailed  on  the  Vizier,  after  « 
long  ftruggle,  to  liberate  Fyze-uUah^  and  cede  to  him  a  certaim 
territory  in  Rohilcund.  This  chiefs  befoi%  die  war,  heM  the 
Jaguir  of  Rampour,  rated  at  five  lacks  &£  rupees  i  but  this  co»> 

•  The  iKitde  was  kvigit  on  the  ajd  of  iApril,  ijf^  atx  die  viHflgt  of  Tefiiiaaht. 
M-For  the  Gtuation,  Vide  Rennell's  map. 

t  Stujafa-ud-Dowlah,  with  his  ftadly,  took  refuge  in  Hcdiilcund  after  the  Inttle  o£ 
Buxsr.  • 

%  The  nortbem  boundary  of  Rohilenwi. 
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i«otioB  *  iQvefted  him  with  a  revenue  of  fifteen  lacks^  and  the 
inoil  fertile  quarter  of  Rohilcund. 

FY2?£*utLAH  Khan,  having  concluded  the  negodationi  which 
was  whc^y  efFefted  by  the  Bnglifh  officer,  with  whom  a  counter-* 
{(act  of  the  treaty  was  executed  that  the  fandtion  of  the  Company 
Q%ht  be  obtamed,  be.psddi  according  to  a  previous  Aipulation,  a 
gratuity  of  fifteen  lacks  of  rupees  to  the  Vizier.    The  change  of 


#  €€  Whereas  frkndfliip  is  eftalblifted  betvireen  me  and  Fyzc^uUafa  Khan*-^I  give 
^^  unto  him  Ramponr,  and  fome  other  diilri£ls  dependent  thereon,  altogether  amount- 
*<  ing  to  14  lacks  and  759600  rupeesf  yeatiy ;  and  I  direft  that  the  faid  Fy2e->ullah 
^  Khan  do  on  ao  account  take  into  his  pay  aboye  5000  fqldiers.  I  engage,  at  all  times 
^*  and  on  all  occafions,  to  preferve  the  honor  of  the  laid  Fyze-uUah  Khan,  and  to  aft 
^  for  his  good  and  advanti^e,  on  the  condition,  that  he  &ail  look  to  no  other  power 
^  but  mine  for  fupport ;  ikzt  be  eopges  to  corrcfpond  with  no  other  fiate  than  the 
^  Englifii.  Our  enemies  and  friends  are  mutual.  Fyze-uIIah  Khan  (haU  affift  me 
^  with  2  or  3000  troops  according  to  his  ability.  If  I  go  in  perTon  on  any  expedition^ 
<5  or  to  wy  part  of  my  dominioii%  Fyse-ullah  Khan  (haU  attend  due  1  and  as  the  ihkq^ 
^  ber  of  5000  troops  which  Fyze-uUah  Khan  is  allowed  at  all  times  to  ];eep  gp,  is 
^  final],  and  he  may  be  uiiable  to  bring  them  all  into  the  field  with  him,  in  fuch  cafe, 
^  1  will  place  from  2  to  4000  men  under  to  eommand,  that  he  may  join  m^  with  ben 
^  coming  dignity :  the  pay  of  the&  additional  troops^  to  be  found  by  ipe.  It  is  upon 
^*  the  abovementioned  conllderations  that  I  confent  to  fettle  upon  Fyze-uUah  Khan 
**  the  Slid  coontry,  and  engsgr  to  fi9port  his  interefts.  H  h?  continue  firm  in  tb^ 
^  performance  of  this  treaty,  by  the  grace  of  God,  I  never  wiH  be  backward  in  con* 
'^  fulting  his  advantage  and  good.  —  He  is  to  caufe  all  the  Rohillas  to  crofi  the  river 
^«  Gangjes,  Sworn  by  the  Holy  Korm,  calling  God  aod  ids  Prophets  to  witnc6  to 
<^  tb^  performance  of  thefe  articles." 

ExtraSfed from  the  Bmgat  Cb/.  ChamphtCi  tl^yjeh  ri88  ffegtra. 

Ritords  of  1774. "  Siai.  O^ober^  177+,  J.  A 
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the  fyftetn  of  the  Bfengal  Government  vrhkh  began  to  operate  at* 
this  time,  and  was  hoftile  to  the  councils  of  Shujah-ud-Dowlabv 
might  alfo  have  impelled  him  to  a  (peedy  conclufion  of  the  Ro- 
liilla  treaty. 

In  the  year  1783,  Fyze  uUah  was  Kberatcd  from  all  militarjr 
vaffalage  to  the  Vizier,  on  the  payment  of  a  fum  of  money  to  the 
Englilh  refident  at  Lucknow,  which  was  applied  to  the  fervice  of' 
the  Bengal  Government. 

But  had  Shujah-ud-Dowlah  been  permitted  to  purfue  the 
iyftem«  of  policy  which  had  been  obferved  to  the  other  R.ohill^ 
chiefs,  Fyze-ulhh  would  at  this  day  have  languiflied  in  poverty 
and  dependance.  Happily  for  this  chief  and  the  refidue  of  his 
nation  who  have  now  fertilized  and  ma&  populous  a  large  tra6l  of 
country,  a  powerful  advocate  came  forth  ia  their  behalf,  wha 
though  the  leader  of  a  fubfidiary  body,  aflumed  in  an  honourable 
caufe,  the  efficient  power  of  proteftion.  The  Vizier^  in  an  acri- 
monious complaint  preferred  againft  this  officer,  obferves,  *•  that 
"  as  it  had  been  his  abfolute  determination  to  extirpate  the  Ro- 
"  hillas,  and  for  that  purpofe  requefted  the  ^fiance  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  troops,  was  it  not  highly  improper  in  the  commanding 
officer,  to  enter  into  fuch  a  correfpondence  without  his  per- 
"  miffion  ?"  The  Vizier  had  in  truth  refblved  to  deftroy  the  Ro- 
hillasy  or  expel  them ;  and  this  refolution  Ihaped  the  whole  form 
0f  his  conduct  during  the  campaign  in  Rohilcund.  He  enter- 
tained 


u 


FDRSTER^S    TRAVELS.  17J 

tinned  {o  rooted  a  dread  of  this  people  from  their  valour  and 
haughty  fpirit^  or  perhaps  a  confcioufnefs  of  the  injuries  he  had 
already  committed,  that  he  would  not  permit  thofc  that  were  fub- 
jeded  to  remain  in  any  part  of  his  dominions. 

At  the  clofe  of  this  general  defcription  of  the  progrefs  of  the 
Englilh  arms  in  Rohilcund,  [for  the  aids  afforded  by  the  Vizier  can 
fcarcely  claim  a  notice,]  I  will  infert  fome  obfervations  on  the  ten* 
dency  and  effe6b  of  our  engagements  with  the  Vizier  in  the  reduc- 
tion of  that  territory.  It  is  manifeftly  fccn^  that  the  Government 
of  Bengal  were  either  unacquainted  with  the  virtue  and  extent  .o£ 
their.  compa£t  with  the  Vizier>.  or  that  they  avowedly  aflifted  him 
in  {faripping  one  of  their  allies  of  his  hereditary  poflefllon*  It  waa 
jDOimdly  agreed  to  inveft  the  Vizier  with  the  dominion  of  Rohil- 
eund/  the  limits  of  which  were  carried  to  the  mounirains  on  the 
porth^  a^d  to  the  river  Ganges  on  the  .weft.  Yet  a  large  tra£l  of 
the.  northern  diviiion  of  Rohilcund,  was  held  by  Zabitab  Khim,* 
with  whom  the  Englifh  were  at  this  time  in  alliance,  and  bound  by 
a  treaty  *^  to  confirm  to  him  his  ancient  dominions^  to  confider 
<<  him  as  a  depeodant  on  their  f^vor,  and  that  thbcfricndi  and 
f*  enemies  (hould  be  mutual// 

The  Vizier,  prcvioufly  to  the  invaifion  of  Rohilcand,  had 
brought  over  p)  his  interefts  Zabitab  Khan ;  who  though  of  the 
Rohilla  fe^r  ^4  ^  near  affinity  to  many  o£  ^e  chiefs^  unitifd 

«  T)ie  foil  of  Najeb^ud-DowJaiU 
1    ...1  '  with 
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with  the  Vizier  againft  the  caufe  of  his  nation.  But  he  was  &« 
verely  puniflied  for  his  treachery^  and  the  dilhonorable  connect 
tion  he  bad  formed ;  for  the  Vizier,  after  the  completion  of  the 
conquefl^  afTerting  that  Zabitah  Khaa  had  dunng  the  war  mun* 
tained  a  correfpondence  with  the  enemy,  feized  on  all  his  terri- 
tory eaft  of  the  Ganges  s  and  it  remains  at  this  day  annexed  to 
the  Government  of  Oude. 

The  €ondu&  of  the  Vizier  alfo  to  the  family  of  MohubuUaH 
Khan>^  evinces  that  every  fentiment  of  honour  and  faith  fell 
before  the  impulfe  of  his  ambition.  This  diief,  who  held  the 
town  and  diftridVs  of  l^SbvUyy  either  ftom  having  been  imrolwd 
in  a  domeftic  conteft  with  thofe  Rohilla  ftates  who  appeared  la 
arms  againft  the  Vizier,  or  from  other  motives,  did  not  engage 
in  the  war«.  Before  the  army  moved  into  Rohilcund^  he  faed 
ibe  Vbier  £^r  proteftion  in  behalf  of  his  family  and  pro|perty^ 
whkiLthe  prince/ m  ftrong  and  unequivocal  terms^  pledged  to 
ffdbrve  In  fiifety^  and  honour.  On  this  faitb,  MohubuUah  Khan 
mnunned  during^  the  campaign  at  Biflboly ;  but  on  the  Vizier*i 
inival  at  that  place,  he  was,  with  his  family,  thrown  into  a 
rigorous  confinement,  pillaged  of  every  article  of  value,  and  his 
ivoineh  were  treated  with  a  di£gtz€e£vl  fevcrity^  In  an  addrefs  df 
MohubuUah  to  the  EngUfh  commanding  officeri  in  which  were 
iiM)  incbied  die  ongoisil  lectert  of  the  Vizier^  granting  an  unre« 

«  The  (on  of  Dhoondy  Khan,  who  hss  been  alrealy  aoticed  in  the  RobSIa  fketches. 

ferved 


FORSTER'S    TRAVELS.  J75 

fcrved  prote6Hon,  he  writes,  "  The  Vizier  has  deprived  us  of  our 
*^  country,  of  our  riches^  and  even  of  <?ur  honour ;  and,  not  con* 
"  tented  with  that,  he  is  going  to  fend  us  prifoners  to  Fyzeabad» 
**  We  defire  no  country,  no  riches^  no  houfc ;  but  at  Bi&>uly  are 
^  the  tombs  of  our  family — near  them,  and  under  fome  fhade;, 
^  we  beg  permiffion  to  pafs,  as  mendicants,  the  remainder  of  our 
*^  days.  Rdying  on  the  Vizier's  promifes,  vre  remained  in  thi& 
>'  country ;  otberwife,  we  ihould,  like  the  other  chiefs^  have  Aod^ 
^^  and  preferved  our  charadler  and  hcmour :  thefe,  with  our  dSe&s^ 
^  he  has  taketi  away ;  and  how  he  lias  £(honoared  us,  is  known 
^  to  all/*  The  Vizier  is  iaid  to  have  exserciied  an  hidecent  rigour 
imrards  the  female  prifonens  of  the  Rohiltas  who  £eQ  into  hit 
*kaiids  }  and  he  is  accufed  alfo  of  having  violated  the  chafkity  c£ 
.Ibmt  wronten  ^  the  i^mily  of  Hafiz  Rliamut.^  The  kft  allega*i> 
A)nk  tiot  fupported  hf  any  fubftantiai  authority ;  nor  indeed,  ace 
^tach  a^s  of  outline  common  amongfl:  the  moft  intenqpcrate  Ma^- 
Iwaietaas ;  w4io^  however  prone  to  othier  exceffes,  are  not  ofteh 
feen  tearing  afimder  the  veil  of  the  hariam. 

Thb  oppreflions  and  rs^Miciity  of  the  Vizier  iii  the  coutfe  of 
the  conquefl,  dSbied  a  deep  fiain  on  the  Englilh  charader*  The 
vanquifhed  »atara%  fc^ofed,  that  the  iiand  which  had  led  hiin 
-to  ^ri£tory,  could  have  beea  efficiently  exerted  in  i;eftraimng  'his 

^  %i^ali^iid*»ZDowIih  wte  iniprefle4  with  (o  -lively  a  feilfe  -of  indignMiaii,  ^t  the 
difgrace,  as  well  as  the  injuflice  of  this  charge,  that  he  buril  into  tears,  when  he  was 
informed  that  it  hadleea  bdieved  by  the  £ng1ifh  commaivclrng  oiEcer.  * 

violence* 
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violence.  The  caufe  fpecifically  held  out  by  the  Vizier  for  making 
•war  on  the  Rjohillas,  was  their  with-holding  payment  of  the  fum 
.which  they  had  offered  for  the  fervice  of  an  Englifb  brigade.  It 
has  been  fhtwn  that  the  brigade  did  not  arrive  in  Rohilcund  at  a 
due  feaibn  :  for  the  Mahrattas  had,  in  two  fucceflive  year.s  com- 
mitted wide  devaftations  in  that  country,  and  were  leaving  it  when 
the  En]^ifh  troops  appeared.  The  arguments  ufed  by  the  Vizier, 
in  fupport  of  the  invafion^  were  weakly  maintained,  on  either  a 
prindpie  of  equity  or  reafon :  and  his  purpofes  might  have  been 
.cfie6ted  without  the  exhibition  of  fo  wretched  a  cloak.  In  coun- 
tries where  the  paths  of  re£litude  and  honour  are  more.precifely 
^efcribed  and  adhered  to  than  in  Hindoftan^  the  political  ufage  of 
princes  does  not  widely  deviate  from  the'condqfl  purfued  by  Shu- 
jah-ud-Bowlah  in  infuring  fiiccefs  to  his  £:bemes  of  ambitioa. 
Bnt  what  can  .be  urgjed  in  vindication  of  the  Englifh,  who^  to 
gratify  a  rapacious  ally,  and  without  even  acquiring  an  adequate 
lienefit  to  the  ftate,  efie£l)ed  the  deftru6tion  of  a  nation,  againft 
whom  they  could  not  fabricate  a  fpecious  caufe  of  complaint  ? 

Thb  fubjeiEl  of  the  Rohilla  war  hath  already  been  fo  widely 
dilated  by  thofe  who  promoted,  and  thofe  who  have  condemned, 
the  meafure,  that  I  am  fearful  of  giving  diiguft  by  any  further 
enlargement  *,  nor  does  the  difcuffion  properly  belong  to  the  pur- 
pofe  of  this  effay  :  yet  I  cannot  refrain  from  pointing  at  the  ill 
policy  of  the  Englifti,  in  annexing  Rohilcund  to  the  dominion  of 
the  Vizier.    The  injuftice  of  the  a£l^  with  the  fevere  effects  that 

followed,* 
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followed,  are  now  admitted  by  moft  ciaffes  of  men  ;  and  has  im- 
printed  a  deep  ftain  on  the  Britifh  name  in  India.  The  Government 
of  Bengal,  in  aiSgning  a  reafon  for  invefting:  the  Vizier  with  the 
pefieilion  of  Rohilcund,  aflerted,  that  the  more  powerful  this  prince 
became,  the  greater  advantage  would  accrue  to  them  from  his  al« 
limice.  The  difpofition  of  Shujah-ud-^Dowlah  mufl:  h^^ve  been  ili 
known  to  the  Englifh^  or  they  would  not  have  urged  £».fraU  an 
argument.  Jealous  of  authority,  and  infatiably  ambitious,  he  had 
already  felt  a  keen  reientment  at  the  encroachments  of  Bengal  oa 
iiis  prerogative,  and  national  power,  the  prefervation  of  which  had 
long  direfted  the  Ipirit  of  his  councils,  and  the  aftions  of  his  go^ 
yemment.  The  Rohilla  nation  formed  a  weighty  counterpoife  to 
the  real  flrength  and  reftlefs  temper  of  the  Vizier^  who  finding 
hknfelf  checked  by  a  people  naturally  interefted  in  keeping  a  vigi- 
lant watch  over  his  a£tions,  leaft  they  (hould  fuffer  by  too  great 
an  increafe  of  his  power,  muft  have  been  neceffitated  to  depend 
oa  the  Englilh,  to  repel  the  encroachment  or  attacks  of  the  Ro- 
hillas,  and  the  other  northern  ftates.  Our  pofTeflions  in  India« 
yirtually  acquired  by  the  fuperiority  of  arms*  and  the  eminent  abi- 
lities of  Britifh  officers,  can  only  be  preierved,  after  maintaining 
that  fuperiority,  by  a  fteady  adherence  to  the  principles  of  juftice 
and  public  faith, — ^virtues  which  did  not  confpicuoufly  diilinguifh 
the  laft  negotiation  with  the  Vizier :  nor  were  the  di6lates  of  com- 
mon policy  confulted,  unlefs  the  axiom  becomes  manifeft,  which 
Vol.  L  55  even 


i>8  FORSTER'S     TRAVELS. 

even  the  moft  vifionary  politician  wouid  ftartle  at,  that  nations  maf 
be  linked  together  by  the  bonds  of  gratitude  and  fnendfhip, 

Shujah-ud-D6wlah  was  yet  employed  in  arranging  thd 
aiFairs  of  the  conquered  province,  when  a  diibrder  which  had  for 
forae  time  afflifted  him,  broke  out  with  fuch  violence,  that  he  was 
obliged  to  retire  to  Fyzcabad,  where  he  died  in  the  month  of  Ja^ 
binary  if^Sr  ^*  ^^^  ^SP  ^^  4^  years.  His  death  was  occafioned  by  a; 
irenereal  tumour,  that  had  been  unlkilfally  treated  by  a  French 
iurgeon,.  who  adminiftered  to  hinv  fo  large  a  quantity  of  mercury^ 
that  his  ftrength,  then  nearly  cxhaufted,  was  overpowered  by  the 
force  of  the  medicine.  The  violence  of  the  complaint  had  been 
^removed  by  a  profeffional  gentleman  of  the  brigade,  who  ferved  ia 
the  Rohilla  expedition ;  but  being  called  into  the  provinces,  the 
twe  was  not  completed.  The  difputes  of  the  Vizier  and  the: 
BngliAi  commanding  officer,  had  arifen  to  fuch  a  pitch  of  inve* 
kracyj  that  though  the  life  of  the  Vizier  was  the  pledge;  ani 
tiltimately  the  facrifice,  he  would  not  folidt  the  attendance  of  the 
field  furgeon- 

Shuj  AH-uD-DowLAH  died  at  a  period  when  his  thirft  of  do*^ 
minion  had  beea  largely  indulged,  and  bis  pow^r  had  arifdn  per-^ 
haps  to  its  meridian  height.  The  new  members  of  the  Bengal 
Government  who  arrived  in  the  preceding  year,*  were  inimical  to* 

his 
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hifl  public  Interefts,  and  feemed  even  to  bear  an  enmity  to  his  per- 
ipn.  The  projedls  with  which  his  mind  teemed  would  foon  have 
matured,  and  produced  the  crifis  of  his  fortune  3  when  he  would 
«tfber  have  arifen  into  powerful  independence,  or  funk  into  a  fta- 
*ion  lefs  refpe£table  than  that  now  occupied  by  his  fucceflbr.  His 
views  were  difclofed  with  fo  little  referve,  and  he  perfonally  gave 
foch  unequivocal  teftifflony  of  his  future  defigns,  that  his  pditical 
character  was  arraigned  by  all  men  of  difcernment.  He  frequently 
told  his  courtiers,  tliat  after  the  conqueft  of  Rohilcund,  he  would 
penetrate  into  the  territory  of  the  Mahrattas,  and  take  an  exem:-- 
plary  vengeance  for  the  ravages  they  had  committed  in  Hindoftan. 
He  evinced  alfo  an  anxious  defire  to  attain  the  diredion  of 
affairs  at  Dehli,  and  controul  the  remains  of  military  power  yet 
pr^ferved  to  the  houfe  of  Timur.  But  in  this  profpeft  he  was 
thwarted  by  Nudjef  Khan,  who  had  the  office  of  captain-general, 
and  who  had  acquired,  by  his  fuccefTes  in  the  field,  an  extenfive 
tra6l:  of  country  wholly  independant  of  the  imperial  authority,  * 
The  Englifh  had  been  taught  to  believe,  that  Shujah-ud-DoW«- 
lab,  frpm  a  principle  of  felf-intereft,  was  attached  to  their  nation; 
that  aware  of  the  infufficiency  of  his  own  ability,  either  to  encreafe 
his  dominion,  or  refift  the  attacks  of  an  enemy,  he  would  ulti- 
mately depend  on  them  for  prote£tion.  However  juft  their  opi- 
nions might  have  been  of  the  real  ftrengfeh  and  refource  of  this 
prince,  it  would  appear  that  he  himfelf  held  them,  (efpecially 
when  augmented  by  the  conqueft  of  Rohilcund^  and  other  ex- 

Z  2  pe6led 
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peSled  aids),  adequate  to  the  accompliftiment  of  purpofea,  whicb 
bore  no  relation  to  an  Englifli  policy.  His  pride  and  ambition^ 
which  were  exceffive,  had  been  mortified  by  many  a6ts  of  tba 
Bengal  Government ;  and  the  reftridlions  impoM  by  the  Allaha- 
bad deputation,  he  deemed  violently  oppreffivc,  and  an  infringe- 
ment of  the  treaty  that  had  been  made  by  Lord  Clive.  But  conr* 
cealing  his  refentment  with  an  admirable  addref^,  be  diligently 
.fcarched  for  expedients  to  diffolve  a  connexion  which  placed  him 
m  f^  fubordinate  a  condition.  Shujah-ud^Dowlah  hadfelt^and 
lelblyed  to  adopt,  the  European  difciplinr.  Exclufive  of  the  French 
who  were  employed  in  forming  his  troops,  he  had  folicited  a  fupply 
of  EngliAi  officers  tO'  aceompliflv  his  purpofe.  But  fubfequentfy 
to  the  application,  the  Government  of  Calcutta  had  been  new  ma- 
deled,  and  feeing  it  hollile  to  his  interefts,  he  refufed  the  fervice  of 
any  perfon  who-  held  a  eorftmiifion  in  the  Englifli  army;  I  have 
obtained  an  information,  fupported  by  documents  of  fubflantial 
Authority,  but  which  I  am  not  empowered  to  bring  forward,  that 
Shujah-ud-Dowlah,  in  the  laft  moments  of  his  life,  was  aftively 
employed  in  forming  fchemes  of  independence,  and  even  purfuing 
meafiires  to  extirpate  the  Englifti  power  in  India,  The  French 
officers  in  the  fervice  of  this  prince,  improving  on  his  ill  humour 
to  the  Englifti  Government,  reprefented.  to  him  that  an  alliance 
with  France  might  be  made  the  efFeftual  inftrument  of  emancipat- 
ing his  country  from  controul,  and  enable  him  to  profecute  with 
fuccefs  bis  fchemes  of  conqueft.    The  Vizier  eagerly  hearkened. to 

this 
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this  language,  and  agreed  to  open  the  negotiation  j  but  the  keen^- 
nefs  with  which  he  commenced  it,  prevented  his  feeing  the  difli* 
culties  which  would  have  obftru6ted  its  purpofe.  It  was  ftipulated 
by  the  agents  at  Oude,  that  a  bcxty  of  French  troops  (hould  land 
on  the  coaft  of  Cambay,  and  marching  acrofs  the  upper  part  of 
the  peninfula,  cnt*r  the  weftern  frontier  of  Oude.  Had  the  Vizier 
made  the  experiment,  be  wouM  have  witnefled  the  imprafticability 
of  the  projcfl:,  and  the  vifionary  fchemes  of  thefe  French  advenr 
turers.  But  a  miaiftry  of  France,  it  is  to  be  prefumed,  would 
have  altogether  rejected  the  meafure,  and  hav^e  fbrefeen  that  the 
attempt  of  conveying  an  European  force  over  fo  large  a  tra£t  of 
country,  inhabited  by  powerful  military  tribes,  who  entertain  a 
common  jealoufy  of  Europeans,  muft  have  been  fruftrated  by  the 
funrounding  impediments.  The  {a6t  which  is  now  related,  ftand» 
accompanied  with  fuch  a  variety  of  corroborating  proofs,  that  I 
am  induced  firmly  to  believe  its  authenticity.  Shujah-ud-Dowlah 
who  felt  the  force  of  the  Englifli  power  both  in  its  open  and  con- 
cealed directions,  afted-  confiftently  with  the  ftation  he  occupied^ 
in  endeavouring  to  remove  a  preifure  fo  galling  and  difgraceful ; 
and  had  he  lived  until  a  later  period,  when  the  Englifh  nation  in 
India  was  encountered  by  a  hoft  of  affailants,  and  finking  under  an 
accumulated  load  of  inteftine  calamities,  we  might  have  been  fe- 
verely  puniflied  for  having  too  powerfully  armed  the  hands  of  thk 
prince.  His  memory,  I  truft,  will  not  be  injured^  if  I  place  Shi>- 
jah-ud-Dowlah  at  the  cri(is  adverted  to,,  amongi);  the  foremoft  of 

the 
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the  enemies  of  the  Englifli  j  when,  to  the  extent  of  his  abilities^ 
he  would  probably  have  been  feen  making  ftrong  exertions  to  wipe 
ipflf  his  former  difgrace,  and  gratify  a  private  refentaient. 

Havixg  marked  the  more  confpicuous  outline  of  the  tranfacr 
tlons  of  Shujah-ud-Dowl^,  I  will  clofe  it  with  fome  defultorj 
obfervations  on  his  cham£ter,  In  treating  of  the  perfonal  qualities 
of  this  Prince^  it  muft  be  noticed*  that  the^  pertain  to  a  native  of 
-Hindoftan,  whofe  mind,  fettered  by  rdiigiqus  pr^udices  and  the 
<JFe£t6  of  a  narrowed  education,  is  rarely  incited  to  the  fearch  of 
knowledge.  The  fame  a£lions  which  are  countenanced,  and  even 
€|>pl»iidj3d  by  a  Mahometan,  would  in  the  European  world  be  oftea 
viewed  with  difguft,  or  fall  under  a  fevexe  reprehenfipn  of  the 
Law.  Under  this  preliminary  fan£tion,  it  may  with  juitice  he 
/$ui4  that  the  Prince  who  has  been  the  fvtbje£):  of  this  treatife,  pof- 
ioflTed  a  penetrating  underilanding,  and  an  active  mind.  His  di£* 
ipofition,  Yihcn  no  .grand  objei£l  interpofed,  had  a  general  tendency 
to  promote  the  welfare  of  his  fubje6ts :  and  he  was  always  averje 
to  ads  of  barren  cruelty. 

In  the  year  1765,  Shujah-ud-DowIah*s  revenue  did  not  amount 
to  more  than  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  pounds,  and  his 
army  had  been  fo  much  reduced  by  the  effe£b  of  the  defeat  at 
JBuxar,  that  it  was  incapable  of  defending  his  territory ;  yet  at  the 
expiration  of  ten  years,  the  period  of  his  death,  he  hekl  a  domini- 
on which  produced  a  revenue  of  diree  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand 
ip^MndB',  and  he  maintained  in  his  &rvice,  one  hundredthoufand 

fighting 
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fighting  meni  When  it  is  admitted,  that  in  the  acquifition  of  do-r 
minion,  in  maintaining  an  important  ftatton  amongft  tlie  dates 
of  India,  and  in  the  falutary  government  of  his  country,  this 
Prince  difplayed  an  enlarged  genius,  it  muft  aWb  be  allowed^  that 
he  derived  a  real  ftrength,  and  a  large  portion  of  political  con« 
^uence,  from  the  intimate  conne6tion  he  had  formed  with  the 
■government  of  Bengal  5  over  which,  he  feemed,  at  one  p^iod^ 
to  have  exercifed  a  prevailing  influence.  Had  Shujah  ud-Dowlah 
^iffdlved  his  Engliih  alliance,  the  fecurxty  of  his  country,  and  the 
txecution  of  his  ichemes,  would  have  chiefly  depended  oa  thefcttce 
^  his  army,  and  t^  abiKty  of  his  oncers  s  for  he  himlelf  w»  not 
^dowed  With  the  genius  of  a  (bldien  He  wanted  that  valour,^  or 
%oufFage,  which  is  ever  ihewn  in  the  event  of  common  danger,  and 
'«t  every  feafon  which  requires  its  exertion :  but  when  perfomf 
ilrehgth,  or  ikill,  was  to  dedde  the^mbat,  Shujalt-ud-Dowlab 
liad  few  equals.  Me  rode^  without  fear,  the  mofl:  unruly  horiw.^ 
lie  would  attack  with  the  fword,  match-lock,  or  the  bow,  in  thp 
ufe  of  whicli  Weapons  he  was  wonderfully  expert,  the  rooft  furious 
ailimal  of  the  field*  This  fpecies  of  courage  he  feiemt  to  liave  ad* 
quired  from  his  ftill  ih  the  uTe  0/  arms,  artd  in  the  ftrength  ami 
aSivity  of  his  body.  In  fituations  of  iiidifcrimihate  danger ;  ^s 
in  the  day  of  battle,  he  is  Ikid  to  have  been  deficient  in  the  ordf- 
'iKiry  exertions  of  fortitude.  Though  6hujah-ud-Dowlah  was  the 
"oflenfible  conductor  of  the  Rohi^la  war,  he  evinced  throughout 
the  campaign  a  marked  pufillanimity ;  aind  in  the  engagement 

with 
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with  Hafiz  Rhamut,  who  like  a  brave  foldier  had  occupied  the 
forcmoft  rank,  of  the  battle,  Shujah-ud-Dowlah,  fheltering  himfelf 
ki  the  rear,  is  accufed  of  betraying  evident  figns  of  fear,  which 
were  not  wholly  effaced,  until  he  faw  the  fevered  head  of  the  Ro- 
hilla  chief. 

Like  the.  men  of  rank  in  Aiia,  he  was  courteous  and  afiable, 
hadi^n  iniinuating  addrefs,  and  accompliihed  manners.  Thefe 
qualifications,  united  with  a  large  well- formed  perfon,  and  a  hand* 
fome  countenance,  gave  him  powerful  advantages,  as  well  in  his 
intercourfe  with  foreign  agents,  as  in  the  adminiftration  of  his  owq 
l^ovemment.  With  a  foothing  flow  of  language  he  could  calm 
the  moft  outrageous  claimants,  who  though  aware  of  the  futility  of 
the  language,  feldom  left  his  prefence  but  under  the  impreffion  of 
^  momentary  pleafure.  He  had  acquired  an  exteofive  knowledge^ 
in  the  praftice  of  every  fpecies  of  deceit,  and  he  could  perform  with 
facility  every  character  that  was  nece0ary  to  condu6t  the  various 
purpofes  of  deluiion  or  treachery.  Though  capable  of  executing 
the  fubtileft  fcheme  of  intrigue,  he  was  fubje£t  to  occafional  emo- 
tions of  anger,  which  have  frequently  clouded  his  countenance  at 
ieafons  when  they  were  hoftile  to  his  views^  In  his  family,  he 
performed  the  duties  of  a  mild,  indulgent  parent,  and  a  kind  mafter. 
When  an  obje£l:  of  policy  called  for  pecuniary  diftribution,  he 
could  lavifli  with  a  liberal  hand ;  but  generofity  did  not  form  a 
fixed  part  of  his  difpoiition :  He  was  equally  rapacious  in  ao* 
quiring,  as  fordid  in  |^referving  wealth*    Shujah^ud-Dowlah's  ex- 

cedes 
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cefles  in  venery,  which  knew  no  controul,  led  him  to  commit 
a£lions  derogatory  from  his  flation,  as  well  as  pernicious  to  his 
health ;  and  even  when  his  diforder  had  produced  an  irrecoverable 
ftage  of  difeafe,  he  continued  to  indulge  in  a  promifcuous  ufe  of 
women.  His  haram  was  filled  with  wives  and  concubines,  to  the 
number,  it  is  faid,  of  eight  hundred,  from  whom  were  born  to 
him  fifty  children.— Mir zah  Arnany,  afterwards  entitled  AfofFud- 
Dowlah,  was  the  eldeft  legitimate  fon,  and  fucceeded  to  the  entire 
dominion  of  Oude  without  tumuU  or  oppofition. 
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CONTINUATION  OF  THE  LETTERS. 


LETTER    IX. 


Bella/pour i  2 2d  February^  ^1^%* 
bEAR  SIR, 

Before  l  leave  our  Indian  worid,  let 
me,  through  you,  make  an  acknowledgment  for  the  many  cordial 
marks  of  friendihip,  and  the  kind  afiiftance,  I  have  recdved, 
throughout  every  ftation  in  the  provinces.  The  gentlemen  of 
Bengal  have  heea  long  noted  for  their  hofpitable  condu6);  to  ftran- 
gers  J  and  in  mine  own  inftaace,  I  can  teftify  that  they  amply  merit 
the  commendatiGn.  The  revrard  due  to  a  difpolition  fo  happily 
framed,  they  enjoy  to  a  large  extmt }  they  experience  thofc  heart- 
felt  pleafures  which  arife  from  the  exercife  of  humane  and  liberal 
c^ces,  and  which  ever  convey  an  abundant  recompence  for  the  in- 
conveniencies  fuftsaned  in  their  gratification* — ^Having  difcharged, 

A  a  a  to 
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to  the  beft  of  my  ability,  this  mdifpenfable  duty,  I  proceed  to  give 
you  aiT  nccount  of  my  journey  hither. 

On  the  8th  of  February,  I  left  Rampour,  and  arrived  at  Mo- 
radabad — ten  coffes.  This  town,  {landing  on  the  banks  of  the 
river  Ramgunga,  is  fituated  in  the  Vizier's  country,  which  is  fepa- 
rated  from  the  diftri6ls  of  Fyze-uUah,  a  few  miles  to  the  noith- 
weft  of  it,  by  the  river  Ramgunga^  Moradabad  was  once  a  place 
ef  diftih£l^ion  ;;.  but  like  many  other  places  which  once  came  under 
that  defcription  ia  Hindoftan,  is  at  this  day  greatly  decayed* 
Having  frequently  feen  rupees  of  the  coinage  of  Moradabad,  and 
thofe  of  a  very  general  currency,  I  apprehend  that  an  extenfive 
lunt  has  been  eftablilhed  at  this  place.  A  hot  bath  is  now  amongft 
the  few  remains  of  its  grandeur,,  ia  which,  with  great  ceremony,  I 
performed  the  Mahometan  ablutions  j  being  received  amongft  my 
new  brethren,  as  a  Moghul  officer,  employed  in  the  Vizier^s 
fcrvice. 

Earlv  on  the  next  morning,  I  left  Moradabad,  and  arrived', 
under  an  intenfely  hot  fun,  at  the  village  of  Aumruah — twelve 
coffee.  On  the  day  of  my^  departure  from  Rampbur,  I  had  a  com^ 
plete  view  of  the  lofty  range  of  northern  mountains,  whofe  fum- 
mits  are  covered  with  perpetuarfnows  :  they  extend  nearly  in  a 
parallel  from  eaft  to  weft,  and  form,  I  ftiould  imagine,  the  north** 
ern  barrier  between  Hindoftan  and  Thibet.  To  know  the  opimon 
of  the  people  concerning  this  extraordinary  appearance,  I  enquired 
of  a  fellow-traveller,  tlie  caufe  of  fo  confpicuous^  a  whitenefs^    He 

*        *  faidjp 
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faki,  that  it  proceeded  from  a  particular  fort  of  clay,  with  which 
the  hills  in  that  quarter  were  covered.  I  foon  perceived  that  the 
taik  of  explaining  the  real  caufe  would  have  been  equally  arduous 
with  an  attempt  of  making  him  acquainted  with  the  properties  of 
the  magnetic  needle ;  fo,  expreffing  my  furprize  at  the  Angular 
quality  of  the  earth,  I  left  him,  flattered,  no  doubt,  with  the  inr- 
portanCe  of  his  communication.  The  moft  ftrikiftg  obje6l  to  be 
feen  at  Aumruah^  is  the  body  of  a  notorious  robber,  which,  fuA 
pended  by  the  heels  from  a  tree,  affords  an  ufeful  fpeftacle  of  ter- 
ror. Travelling  is  by  no  means  attended  with  danger  in  this  part 
of  India,  as  niay  be  proved  by  my  example  :  for  in  no  part  of  the 
roads  from  Benares  to  this  place,  though  chiefly  alone,  did  I  meet 
with  impediment  or  ill  ufage ;  and  I  fliould  hold  myfclf  guilty  of 
an  injuflice,  did  I  not  unrefervedly  declare,  that  the  inhabitants 
treated  me  with  civility,  and,  ufually,  with  kindnefs. 

On  the  iith,  at  Chandpour — 12  cofles.  Finding  the  want 
of  a  fervant  fubjefted  me  to  various  inconveniences,  efpecially  from 
the  diflike  of  the  Serauce  keepers  to  rub  down  my  horfe,  which  is 
I  believe,  the  only  fcruple  they  enterliliin,.  I  took  into  my  fervice  an 
old  foldier,  who  by  his  own  ftory  had  been  engaged  in  many  a 
fell  encounter  :  nor  did  his  figure  belye  it,  for  amongft  the  numer- 
ous defperate  marks  of  his  profeflion,  he  bore  one  on  his  face  whicH 
had  wholly  excavated  the  right  eye. 

On  the  nth,  at  the  village  of  Burroo — twelve  cofles.  This 
place  affords  no  public  accommodation  for  paflengers  r  but  the 

pompous . 
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pompous  language  of  the  old  warrior,  who  entitled  me  a  M oghiit 
officer  of  the  Vizter*s,  going  to  join  the  army  then  forming  againil 
the  Sicques,  procured  a  hofpitable  reception ;  nor  £d  he  fail  to 
reap  the  advantage  of  our  borrowed  chara£ler. 

On  the  12th,  at  Najebabad — eleven  cofTes,  N^eb*ud-Dow« 
lah,^  who  built  this  town,  faw  that  its  fituation  would  facilitate 
the  commerce  of  Kaihmire,  which  having  been  diverted  from  its 
former  channel  of  Lahore  and  Dehli,  by  the  inroads  of  the  Sicqucs, 
Mahrattas,  and  Afghans,  took  a  courfe  through  the  mountains  at 
the  head  of  the  Punjab,  and  was  introduced  into  the  Rohilla  coun- 
try through  the  Lall  Dong  pafs.  This  inducement,  with  the  defire 
of  eftabliihing  a  mart  for  the  Hindoos  of  the  adjacent  mountains, 
probably  influenced  the  choice  of  this  (pot ;  which  otherwife  is  not 
favoralble  for  the  iite  of  a  capital  town,  being  low,  and  furrounded 
with  fwampy  grounds.  About  a  year  after  the  death  of  this  chief, 
the  fort  of  Najeb  Ghur,  which  is  contiguous  to  the  town,  was 
attacked  by  the  Mahrattas,  who  had  compelled  Shah  Alum,  the 
reigning  emperor,  to  accompany  their  army*  The  garrifon  made* 
a  good  defence,  and  would  Hot,  it  is  faid,  have  furrendered,  had 
Zabitah  Khan,  the  fon  of  Najeb-ud*Dowl^,  then  lying  in  the 
neighbourhood  with  a  refpeftable  force,  moved  to  its  affiftance. 
But  without  offering  to  face  the  enemy,  or  throw  any  relief  into 
the  fort,  he  crofled  the  Ganges,  and  fought  fhelter  in  Ghous  Ghur. 

f  The  chief  who  h»  been  alretdj  mentiohed  io  the  Rohilla  tnSU 

JSince 
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Since  that  period^  or  rather  fioce  the  death  of  its  founder,  Najeba* 
bad  has  faUen  from  its  former  importance^  and  feems  now  chiefly 
uf^ld  by  the  languifhing  trade  of  Kafhmire. 

A  SMALL  karavanferah,  the  only  one  in  the  place,  being occu* 
pied,  I  thought  myfelf  fortunate  in  getting  admittance  into  a 
cook's  ihop,  wh^^e  kabaubs  *  and  ftewed  beef  were  drefled  in  ia« 
voury  tafte,  and  all  the  news*mongers,  idlers,  politicians,  and  diA 
banded  foldiers,  of  the  quarter,  refort.  Whilft  I  was  eating  my 
mefs,  a  boy  came  in  and  aiked,  if  any  travellers  were  going  to 
Jumbo  or  Kaihmire,  as  the  kafilah  'f  would  depart  on  the  next 
day.  On  enquiring  particularly  into  the  ftate  of  this  intelligence) 
I  learned,  that  about  one  hundred  mules,  laden  with  raw  filk,  and 
cotton  cloths,  and  ordinary  callicoes,  for  the  Jumbo  X  market^ 
had  already  moved  to  the  fkirts  of  the  town.  Having  been  f ur« 
mfhed  with  a  letter  to  a  banker  at  Najeb  Ghur,  who  has  the  ge« 
neral  chaige  of  difpatching  kafilahs,  I  was  introduced  by  him  to 
the  merchants,  who  received  me  without  hditation.  When  in« 
terrogated  on  the  fcore  of  my  bufinefs,  I  defcribed  myfelf  as  a  Turk> 
going  to  Kafhmire  to  purchafe  {htuls«  The  Turkifh  language 
being  in  thefe  parts  wholly  unknown,  and  as  traders  of  various 
nations  often  carry  into  Kafhmire  bills^  or  fpccie  only,  my  ftory 


*  Meil  imiiced  uid  drdled  in  the  manner  of  what  culinaiy  language  calla,  fmed-^ 
mat  tails  I  but  kabauhy  in  a  general  fenfe,  is  any  roafted  food. 
t  KzTZYm.^^ Kafilah  is  the  term  peculiar  to  India  and  Periia. 
%  A  town  fitnatc  about  200  n^iks  to  the  &  £•  of  EUflunke* 

obtained 
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obtained  a  general  credit.  After  a  mature  cohfidcratiori  of  the 
perfonal  qualities  of  my  fervant,  which,  poor  fellow,  had  been 
much  impaired  by  time  and  adverfe  fortune,  they  were  condemned 
^  altogether  unfit  for  the  fcrvice.that  lay  before  us;  and  one  of 
the  palfengers  ill-naturedly  obferved,  that  a  man  fhould  have  all 
his  eyes  about  him  who  attempted  to  penetrate  into  Ka(hmire# 
To  fill  up  this  vacancy,  (  for  dreading  the  difficulties  of  the  journeyi 
he  himfelf  expreffed  a  reluctance  to  proceed),  I  had  the  goodfor-i 
tune  to  obtain  a  Kaihmirian,  who  was  at  all  points  qualified  for 
my  purpofe.  He  had  travelled  through  a  great  part  of  Isdia  and 
Afghaniftan,  and  I  foon  difcovered,  that  together  with  an  iiiiiuite 
refource  in.  every  embarraffment,  he  pofiefibd  a  fund  of  curious 
hiftory,  which  he  did  not  fail  to  cmbellilh  with  a  large  (hare  of 
humour  and  vanity.  But  I  will  fum  up  his  eulogy,  and  at  once 
lellyou  that  he  was,  take  him  for  all  in  all,  one  of  the  bed  fervants 
I  had  ever  known  $  and  could  I  have  acquired  the  art  of  qualifying 
a  rather  too  jedundant  (hare  of  acidity  and  warmth  of  difpofition, 
he  would  have  proved  a  treafure  to  me.  Being  well  verfed  in  all^ 
the  fcheme  of  an  Indian.joiWney,  he  made  the  ncceflary  prepara- 
tions, and  took  on  him  every  trouble  j  fo  I  could  now  freely  in- 
dulge my  pleafures,  which  centred  chiefly  in  hearing  and  telling 
ftories,  and  fmoaking  my  pipe. 

On  the  14th,  at  Ramnaghur— nine  cofles.  This  Village  is  in 
ruins^  but  having  a  large  well  of  water,  it  is  ufually  made  the  firfl: 
northern  halting  place  from  Vajzibabad. 

On 
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On  the  15th,  at  Lall  Dong — eight  coffes.  Theftation  where 
Fyze-ullah,  as  has  been  noticed,  took  poft  after  the  Rohilla  bat- 
tle, — Lall  Dong  is  the  northern  limit  of  this  fide  of  the  Vizier's 
territory,  which  is  fcparated  from  Siringnaghur  by  a  rivulet,  A 
detention  at  this  place  for  the  adjuftment  of  (bme  kafilah  accounts^ 
gives  me  an  opportunity  of  drawing  a  fketch  of  the  furroynding  ob* 
jedtsy  and  the  oeconomy  of  a  karavan. 

The  country  from  Najeb  Ghur  to  this  frontier  is  chiefly  a 
wafte,  over-run  with  low  wood,  and  is  ill  fupplied  with  water, 
there  being  none  in  the  fpace  from  Ramnaghur  to  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Lall  Dong.  The  inhabitants  fay,  that  in  the  time  of 
Najeb-ud'Dowlah,  the  land  now  overgrown  with  wpod,  was  a 
cultivated  plain ;  but  fuch  is  the  precarious  ftate  of  the  native  ter- 
ritories of  Hindoftan,  from  the  inert  difpofition  which,  with  little 
deviation,  pervades  the  body  of  the  people,  that  its  welfare  muft 
largely  depend  on  the  ability  and  executive  talents  of  one  man  -, 
and  a  fucceflion  of  able  rulers,  being  a  rare  event  in  the  hiftory  of 
nations,  we  arc  not  to  wonder  at  the  ruinous  ftate  into  which 
many  of  the  moft  valuable  provinfts  of  Hindoftan  have  fallen. 
But  on  the  other  hand,  the  efforts  of  an  a^ive  prince,  are  ever 
followed  by  rapid  fuccefs.  Habitations  are  at  a  moderate  expence 
fpeedily  erefted,  and  the  implements  of  agriculture  are. of  fo  fimple 
and  eafy  a  conftruftion,  that  moft  hufbandmen,  with  a  very  fmall 
help  of  an  artificer,  can  make  their  own  machines. 

The  greateft  extent  of  plain,  and  that  was  limited,  lying  on 
Voi^  !•  B  b  the 
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the  north  fide  of  the  rivulet^  the  kafiiah  encamped  on  the  Siring- 
naghur  quarter,  where  we  were  all  iben  bnfily  engaged  in  preparing 
for  the  enfuing  journey  of  three  days,  which  lay  through  a  fereft. 
The  weatlier.  during  the  day,  growing  now  extremely  hot,  it  was 

.  nocef&ry  to  provide  £)me  covering  in  fubititute  of  a  tent.  I  there- 
fore  made  a  purchafe  of  a  large  bkck  kummul,  or  blanket,  which 
being  flantingly  extended  over  a  flight  bamboo  frame,  compofed 
of  a  ridge  pole  upheld  by  two  fupporters,  and  fattened  below  by 
fmall  pins,  formed  a  commodious  and  portable  lodging.  My  bag- 
gage,  correfponding  with  tiie  ftrength  of  my  horfe,  was  compofed 
of  a  thin  mattrafs,  a  quilt,  a  canvas  portmanteau,  containing  a  few 
fliifts  of  linen,  wliich  fupplied  alfo  the  place  of  a  pillow,  and  the 
aforementioned  kummul.  Thefe  necefiaries,  with  an  oil  bag  car- 
ried by  the  Kaflimidan,  afforded  a  ibfficient  accommodation ;  nor 
ihould  any  peifon  travelling  in  my  manner,  have  more  equipage. 
A  larger  will  raife  .imfavorable  conjedlures,  and  fubjedl  him  to  fre-* 
quent  i];iveftigatioa,  delay,  and  taxes. 

On  the  22d,  the  kafiiah  moved,  and  penetrating  fix  cofTes, 
through  the  mountains,  bf  a  north-weft  courfe^  halted  for  the 
benefit  of  its  water,  near  a  finall  ilream.  In  this  day's  journey,  I 
had  many  occafions  of  feeing  that  our  mules  *  were  lirong  and 

ofurc-footed.  It  was  wonderful  to  obferve  the  eafe  and  dexterity 
Mrith  which  thefe  animals,  heavily  laden,  clambered  jup  deep  and 

*  They  are  brought  into  the  nortberir  parts  of  Indb,  from  Afghaniflan* 

rugged 
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rfigge^  pflths.  .  The  proprieffers  of  the  goods,  chiefly-  rtfidents^  of 
Benares,  Lucknow,  and  Fwruckabad,  had  appointed  agents  to 
aecofflpany-  the-  kalilah,  who  are  not  the  iiitiraate  venders  of  the 
merchdftdi«@5- but  coRtrA<5l  to  deliver  it,  and  pay  the  different  da^ 
tifes  at  {k>rii\k  defthied  mart.  To  fhcllieF  tlie  packages  from  the  in-' 
clemency  ot  the  weather,  a  finall  complement  of  tents  is  provided, 
as  it  rarely  happens  that  a  kafilah  halts  at  any  inhabited  place.  A 
plentiful  fupply  of  water,  and  a  plain  for  the  accomniodatidh  of 
the  cattle,  is  all  that  is  fought  for.  The  carriecs  fay  alfo,  that  a 
plain  more  effectually  fecures  them  ^agaimft  theft. 

On  the  23d,  proceeded  9  coffes  further  inta  the  foreft,,  aad 
halted  near  a  large  water  courfe.  This,  day  an  occurrence  hap- 
pened which  involved  me  in  a  fcrious  (Jifficulty.  The  intenfe  heat 
of  the  weather,  and  the  fatigue  of  walking  over  a  traft  of  deep 
fand,  induced  me,  after  palling  it,  to  indulge  in  ray  pipe.  During 
Ais  regale,  which  I  enjoyed  under  the  (hade  of  a«  tree,  the  kailah 
had  gcJne  out  of  fight.  The  ground  in  front  being  thickly  covered 
with  leaves,  no  appearance  of  a  road  Was  difcernible  5  and  my 
horfej  when  I  mounted,  was  Co  much  alarmed,  that  he.  would  not, 
but  with  great  reluftance,  move  in  any  direftion.  Whether  the 
animal,  from  any  inftin€live  power,  perceived  the  embarraffment 
of  our  fituation,  or  that  its  organs  of  fineH  were  fenfible  of  the 
effluvia  wjiich  is  emitted  from 'the  body  of  moft  wild  beafts,  I  will- 
not  preftime  to  determine:,  though  I  was  induced  to  afcribe  its 
agitation  tp  the  firfl:  caufe,  having  been  once  placed  in  a  fimilar 

B  b  2  fituation. 
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iituation,  Vwith  the  difFerencc,  that  no  animals  of  prey^  or  of  the 
large  fize,  were  in  the  neigh  bourhood.  After  traverfing  the  foreft 
in  various  dire£lions  without  perceiving  the  appearance  of  tra£l:  or 
habitation,  or  the  veftige  of  any  creature,  except  great  quantities 
of  elephants  dung,  I,  at  length,  fell  into  a  narrow  path,  which 
leading  through  a  long  fpace  of  woody  defart,  brought  me  to  a 
village ;  whence  the  people  with  much  kindneis  condu£ted  me  ta 
our  halting  place* 

'  On  the  24th,  at  Jumah,  a  few  fcattercd  houfes — four  cofles. 
This  hamlet  lies  within  a  mile  of  the  Ganges,  which,  there,  has 
nearly  a  fouthem  courfe,  and  is  about  two  hundred  yards  broad  ; 
with  a  depth  of  water  from  ten  to  fifteen  feet.  About  half  a  mile 
below  the  place  of  pafTage,  is  a  bed  of  rocks,  extending  from  the 
caft  fide  more  than  half  way  acrofs  the  river,  on  which  the  ftream 
breaks  with  fome  force.  The  Ganges  doth  not  here,  as  in  your 
more  happy  land^  roll  its  tide  through  a  country  fpread  with  fertile 
plains  and  populous  ^dllages,  whofe  inhabitants  live  in  peace  and 
plenty.  Here,  a  thick  gloomy  foreft,  tenanted  only  by  the  beafts 
of  the  field,  fkirts  it  on  th^  eaftern  fide  ^  and  on  the  other,  an 
uncultivated  fiat,  over-run  with  low  wood. 

On  the  25th,  croffed  the  river  at  the  ferry  of  Nackerghaut, 
which  is  about  twelve  miles  above  Hurdwar ;  the  kafilah  being  to 
remain  fome  days  at  Jumah,  I  quitted  it,  and,  accompanied  by 
the  Kafhmirians,  T  joined  a  fmall  party  of  merchants  carrying 
cotton  to  the  town  of  Nhan.    The  officer  ftationed  on  the  weftern 

fide 
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fide  of  the  Ganges  for  the  colle6t:ion  of  cuftoms,  laid  me  under  a 
contribution  of  two  rupees  s  alledging,  that  as  I  feemed  to  travel 
much  at  my  eafe,  I  muft  be  well  enabled  to  pay  that  fum.  It  was 
to  little  purpofe  urging  thiat  I  did  not  poflcfs  any  property  on  which 
duties  could  be  collected,  or  the  juftice  of  levying  a  tax  on  a  tra- 
veller. My  argument  was  held  wholly  inadmiffible,  and  that  of 
the  cuftom-houfe  officer  being  fupported  by  a  party  of  match  lock 
men,  I  gave  up,  with  decent  refignation,  the  unequal  conteft. 
When  the  long  roll  of  galling  taxes  impofed  on  other  nations,' 
efteemed  more  enlightened  and  humane  than  the  mountaineers  oi 
Siringnaghur,  is  confidered,  we  fhall  probably  not  judge  the  meafure 
rigorous,  which  obliges  thofe  riding  at  their  eafc  to  contribute  to 
the  relief  of  a  ftate  that  affords  a  fafeguard  to  their  perfons  by  its 
falutary  government. 

On  the  26th,  arrived  at  the  village  of  Khalfawala-r-feven 
cofies.  The  kafilah  halted  this  day  on  a  pleafant  green  plain  ad« 
joining  to  the  village,  and  fkirtcd  by  a  wood,  through  which  a 
tranfparent  dream  flowed  in  many  a  winding  channel*  From  its 
alluring  appearance;  though  the  weiither  was  cold,  I  was  induced 
to  bathe }  and  to  prevent  interruption,  I  ilrayed  into  the  thickeft 
part  of  the  wood,  which  I  found  abounding  in  peacocks,  and  a 
variety  of  other  birds,  one  of  which  refembled  the  common  fowl^ 
but  of  a  fmaller  fize,  and  of  very  aftive  flight. 

On  the  28th,  at  Dayrah,  the  refidence  of  the  deputy  of  the 
Siringnaghur  rajah.    This  fmall  town,  which  is  populous  and 

neatly 
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neatly  burlt,  may.  be  called  tlie  capital  of  the  lower  divifion  ♦  of 
Siringnagilur,  which  includes  a  fpace  of  level  country  lying  between 
a  chain  of  fcattered  hills  on  the  fouth,  and  the  larger  range  of 
northern  mountains-  The  Sicques  have  an  unr^ftrained  accefs 
into  thefe  parts  through  the  fouthern  hills,  which  are  broken  by 
fmall  valleys ;  and,  fearing  no  oppofition  from  Zabitah  Khan, 
they  can  at  pleafure  penetrate  into  the  lower  diftrifts  of  Siringna- 
ghur.  The  chief  refides  at  a  town  bearing  the  common  name  of 
the  territory,  which  lyes,  I  am  informed,^  about  one  hundred  miles 
to  the  north,  and  by  the  eaft  of  Lall  Dong.  The  inaftivity  of 
the  preient  rajah  has  enabled  the  Sicques  to  exa6t  from  this 
country  a  regular  tribate.'f-  Of  what  fuperior  courage  and  rc- 
fource  was  that  chief  of  Sjringnaghur,  who,  in  defiance  of  Au« 
rungzebe,  the  moft  powerful  prince  of  his  time,  protefVed  the  fon  J 
of  Dara,  brother  of  the  emperor,  and  his  deadly  foe,  regardl'efs  of 
every  menace.  But  he  fell  to  the  facra  fames  a$iri,  the  moft  de« 
ifa:a6tive  evil,  xny  friend,  which  Pandora's  box  let  looTe  upon  the 
fons  of  man*  It  hath  often  armed  the  fon  againft  the  father,  hath 
fown  diflention  in  the  marriage  bed,  and  brokm  the  tye  of  honouTj, 
and  the^  bonds  of  friendfhip. 

To  adjuft  the  account  of  the  Siringnaghur  cuftoms,  the  kafi-^ 
lah  halted  until  the  15th,  when  we  proceeded  to  Kheynfapoor^ 

*  It  is  calkd  the  doom^  or  low  country. 

f  Said  to  be  four  thoufand  rupees  annually. 

%  See  Bernier*s  account  of  Sipahi  Sheko's  retreat  into  Siringnaghur. 

ten 
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icn  coflcs;  At  this  place,  I  faw  two  Sicque  horfemcn,  who  ha4 
been  fent  from  their  coui^tfy  to  receive  the  Siringnaghur  tribute, 
which  is  coUeded.  frojm  the  revenue  of  certain  cuftom-houfes. 
From  the  mann^  in  which  thefe  men  were  treated,  or  rather 
treated  themfclves,  I  frequentiy  wifhed  for  the  power  of  migrating 
into  the  bo(ty  of .  a  Sicque  for  a  few  weeks  —  fo  well  did  thefe 
cavaliers  fare.  No  fooner  had  they  alighted  than  beds  were 
provided  for  their  jepofe,  and  their  horfes  were  fupplied  with 
green  barley  pulled  out  of  the  field.  The  kafilah  travellers  were 
contented  to  lodge  on  the  ground,  and  exprefied  their  thanks  for 
permifiion  to  purchafe  what  they  required  s  —  fiich  is  the  dif^ 
ference  between  thofe  who  were  in,  and  thofe  who  were  out  of 
power. 

On  the  6th  of  March  croffed  the  Jumna»  and  halted  on  the 
\irefl:ern  banks  —  eight  codes.  It  flows  with  a  clear  ftream  to 
the  fouth-eaft,  and  has  about  the  fame  breadth  with  the  Ganges.^ 
Fifh  abound  in  this  part  of  the  Jumna,  as  I  myfelf  faw  5  but  I 
believe  the  adjacent  inhabitants  do  not  ufe  any  means  of  catch* 
ing  them.  No  cultivation  is  feen  in  the  vicijoity  of  the  Jumna, 
though  a  fpacioas  plain  extends  on  the  weftern  fide,  and  might  be 
watered  without  much  difficulty  from  the  river.  The  Siringna- 
ghur territory,  which  here  terminates,  is  bounded  on  the  north 
and  the  north-eaft,  by  the  diftrifits  of  iadependent  Hindoo  Rah^s; 

•  It  is  to  be  noticed,  that  I  croffed  thefe  rivers  at  the  fcafon  of  their  loweft  ehb* 

on 
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on  the  fouth,  by  Oude-,  on  the  weft  and  north-weft,  by  the 
Jumna ;  and  the  fouth-weft,  by  the  dominions  of  the  Sicques. 
From  Lall  Dong  to  the  Ganges,  the  country  forms  with  little  in- 
terruption a  continued  chain  of  woody  hills.  The  elephant, 
which  abounds  in  thefe  forefts,  but  of  a  fize  and  quality  inferior 
to  that  found  in  the  Chittagong  and  Malay  quarters,  is  here  only 
valued  for  its  ivory.  From  the  Ganges  to  the  Jumna,  the  road 
lies  through  an  extenfive  valley,  of  a  good  foil,  but  thinly  inha- 
bited, and  interfperfed  with  wood.  The  food  of  the  people  is 
wheaten  bread  and  peafe,  the  latter  being  ufually  made  into  a  foup ; 
and,  believe  me,  that  in  the  courfe  of  my  life  I  never  eat  a  meal 
with  a  higher  relifli.  Vigorous  health,  indeed,  daily  labour,  and 
a  clear  air,  will  recommend  to  the  appetite  worfe  things  than 
wheaten  cakes  and  peafe-foup.  The  attempt  to  afcertain  the  re- 
venue of  a  country  in  which  I  have  been  fo  curfory  a  fojoumer, 
would  be  prefumptuous,  I  will  therefore  generally  fay,  that  Sir- 
ingnaghur  is  computed  to  give  an  annual  produce  of  about  twenty 
lacks  of  rupees.  The  officer  on  the  weftem  fide  of  the  Jumna, 
taxed  me  in  the  fum  of  two  rupees ;  alledging,  that  being  merely 
a  paflenger,  and  unconnefted  with  any  traffic  from  which  an 
advantage  would  arife  to  the  country,  that  I  was  taxable  in 
myfclf.  The  fame  argument  being  held  as  at  the  Siringnaghur 
pafs,  and  efteeming  myfelf  fortunate  at  falling  under  no  minuter 
notice,  I  paid  the  fine  with  pleafiire. 

On  the  7th,  at  Karidah  —  eight  coflTcs :  and  on  the  8th,  at 

Coleroon 
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Colerooii— eleven  cctfles,  — hamlets  of  a  fewrhoufes.    Here  two 

Kafluniiians,  a  S.una06e,*  myfelf  and  fervant,  quitted  the  kafilah, 

and  on  the  9th,  arriv^  at  Nhan  —  aght  coffes  j  the  refidence  of 

the  chief  of  a  territory  of  the  fame  name  j  and  who  on  the  day  of 

•our  arrival  made  a, public  entty  into  the  town  after  a  long  ahfence. 

A.  divifion  of  the  Nhan  country  ext^ds  to  the  ibuthward  of  the 

:head  of  l^e  Fuoj^,  and  borderiiig  the  country  of  the  Sicques,  they 

^reeahly  to  a  conduct  obferved  with  all  their  weaker  neighbourg, 

took  pofleflion  .ci  iL    The  Rajah  armed  himfelf  to  recover  the 

-jdifbridis  -in  qiieftion,  .but  after  a  defiiltory  warfare  in  which  he  ac- 

qmred  jnuch  military  credit,  he  was  obliged  to  fue  for  peace }  nor 

iwere  the  co;iquei!ed' lands,  cellored  until  he  confented  to  remit ,{( 

^bute  of  tvRo  thott&nd  rupees  to  a  cert^n  5icque  chief.    This 

iiun  yon  .wiU.doubtlefs.doem.trifling,  and  it  is  fo  in  your  country, 

wthwe   fpecie  is   jilenty,   aad  the  mod?  of  living  confoirmably 

Iqaurious  and  .extraivs^gMtf.    ^jat_  afoq^gfk  th^e  mo^nt^ineer^ 

whafe  mantters  -are  .jwde;and  fipple,  who  feck  for  little  elfe  th^n 

•idle  oeceflaoes  of  life,  Ai^luch  j^  j^rpiuQud  to  them.in  ^feat  abun- 

-dance,  :this  anwrnit  idimpoiitaflt,  snd  to  colleft  it,  regviires  ev^n 

wc^preflLve::ex«rjU!on.  .  • 

The  inhabitants,. and  theioieign  m^rch^n^s  <>f  thp,tpwn,-were 
iaid  iunder  :a  iOTcrc.  contributionior  the  m^inteiwuceof  this  viar  -, 


•  The -wmeof  g  »HimJoo  tribe,  chippy  Qompoftd  ofmcodioptei  Jboygh  I  have 
feen  a  Sunaflee  conducing  an  ext^five  commerce. 

y^Qul,  C  c  and 
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and  the  chief  having  now  difcovered  the  weight  which  the  pcopte^ 
can  bear,  it  is  probable  that  he  wiU  continue  to  reap  the  benefit  of 
the  impoft,  though  the  caufe  is  removed:     The  Rajah>  of  Nhan 
made  an  entry  into  his  capita!,  not  as  Alexander  entered  Babylon, 
but  with  fome  dozen  horfemen,  forrily  clad,  and  very  flenderly 
mounted.     Had  they  indeed  been  better  equipped,  both  themfelve* 
and  horfes  would  have  fliewn  to  little  advantage^,  after  cl&mbering 
tip^  at  kaft  fix  miles  of  a  fteep  mountain^  on- the  fumntit  of  which 
the  fmall,  though  neat,  town  of  Nhan  ftands.    This  chief,  a 
handfome-  young,  man,   of  a-  bright  olive  complexion,,  and  taller 
than  the  middle  fize^  was  drefled*  in  a  veft  of  yeMow  filk,  and  a 
red  turban ;  and  he  was  armed  with  a  fabre,  a'bow,  and  a  quiver 
of  arrows.    Thouglv  he  has  made  them  groan  vddi  exactions,  he 
Is  a  great  favourite  of  the  people.    But  he  is  young  and  brave, 
and  he  liberally  difburfes  what  he  extorts.    The  joy  invariably  ex- 
prefTed  by^  the  crouds  who  came  to  congratulate  his  fafe  return, 
gave  me  a  fenfible  pleaffare.    They  faluted  him  without  noife  or 
tumult,  by  an  ihelination  of  the  body,  and  toudiing  the  head  with 
the  right  hand";  hailing  him  at  the  fame- time  their  father  and  pro- 
tefbor.    The  chki^  whilft  pafiing,  fpoke  to  them  in  terms  affes* 
tionate  and  interefling,  which,  liliie  a  ftroke  of  magick,  ieemed  in 
an  inftant  to  enk  every  trace  of  grievance.    Sueh.  were  the  advan- 
tages which  plealing  manners  and  a  liberality  of  temper,,  joined  to* 
the  other  alhning  qualities  of  a  foKlier,  gave  to  this  prince  j  and 
will*  unfortonatdy  fioc  thdc  fubje^,  ^ve  to  every  prince  of  fimilar 

endowments 
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4^owmcnl8  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  Would  it  not  be  more 
produflive  of  the  wdfare  of  mankind,  that  inftead  of  thefe  clin- 
quant  virtues,  a  defpotic  ruler  pofleifed  a  dirpofition  thoroughly 
ioapr^^natod  with  vice ;  that  with  his  tyranny*  he  united  cowardice 
and  envy,  avarice  and  arrogance  ?  The  fubje6ls  of  fudi  a  prince 
vottld  be  the  feoner  impelled  to  break  the  difgraceful  yc^c,  and 
hy  a  fuccefsfiol  example,  promote  the  general  caufe  of  civil  liberty. 
A  tTECizs  of  fafcinati<m  I  find  has  now  caught  me>  and  i 
Ctnnot  quit  the  ground -without  introducing  on  it,  which  I  do 
vidi  a  profound  reverence  for  hit  menuny,  and  entreating  forgive* 
ae6  of  his  ihade  for  daffing  him  in  fujch  company,  the  iUaftriouf 
Julius  Csiar,  who  may  be  quoted  to  confirm  the  truth  of  the 
fttwgoing  pofition.  Cato's  fuppofed  refie^on  on  the  chara£ber  of 
thb  hero,  concludes  with  imprecating  his  virtues,  for  they  had 
ruined  his  country.  No  fa£t  of  ancient  or  modern  hiftory,  has, 
perhaps,  given  more  literary  pleafure,  than  the  life  of  Csefar  j  nor 
perhaps  is  any  record  of  the  ancient  annals  better  authenticated. 
Had  that  great  man  isftared  with  peace,  the  liberty  of  his  country  ( 
had  Csefar  cherished  the  fire  of  the  Roman  ^ate,  he  would  have. 
had  no  parallel  on  earth.  Yet,  **  if  Caefar  did  wrong,  he  fuf* 
*'  fcjned  grievoufly  for  it." — An  exemplary  humanity,  of  rare 
growth  in  lus  day,  was  the  natke  virtue  of  Caefar,  and  is  ever  the 
genuine  attendant  of  a  great  foul.  The  humane  exercife  of  power 
throws  even  a  luftre  on  chara^ers  that  elfe  would  deierve  our  re- 
proach; but  It  adorns  the  foIdSer  with  unfulUed  radiancy,  and 

C  c  2  imparts 
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imparfs  (o  his  laurels  a  bloort),  which  otherwife  are  viewed  witb 
hoiror,  and  exhibit  only  a  badge  of  cruelty  and  rapine; 

On  the  12th,  at  noon,  I  left  Nhan,  and  that  evcniiig  halting 
at  the  Village  of  Salearinah,  fitu^te  at  the  bottdm  of  the  hill,  and 
four  cofies  diftant  from  the  town*  In  this  quartet  I  firft  ikw,  fmce 
I  left  Europe,  fhe  fir  free,*  and  the  wiildw,  9>hich,  as  in  oar 
country,*  delights  in  hanging  over  a  ftreain;  ;  From  the  top  of  the 
Khan  hilf,.  the  plains  of  ^irhend  prefeht  a. wide  profpeft  t6the 
foulh-eati,-  fouth,  and  fouth-weft  :  the  view  to  the  northward  » 
terminated  at  a  ihort  dillance  by  fnoWy  mountains^  Little  dangeir 
being  now  ihoiitred  f rc^  travillffig  in  fmall  boflies,  a&  the  hioooH 
tains  compofe  a  barrier  againfl:  the  deprbdatiotid  of  the  Sicques  or 
other  mafaiidbr^j  our  part^  from  this  pla^  to  Bellafppur  wa* 
ifmalh  To  affifli  my  fervant  I  had.entertaifled  a  Klaflimiriaa  tradcf 
in  fmall  vfhvesj  Who  aeferilpamed  m*  ftom  N^^b  Ghur  j  and  he 
was  at  all  times  a  ufeful  and  a  pleafant  comp^iofi. 

On  the  13th.  at  SudbWra  —  tw6lve  codes  j  a  vHIage  hn  a  high 
hill  of  fteep  afcent.  The<  road,  this  day  kd  through  a  woody  and 
'fnotmtainous  country,  abounding,  we  were  toM,  with  a  variety  of 
wild  beafts.  A  tyger  had  newly  'marlred  euf  path  with  thfe  im* 
predion  of  his  feet^  and  being  tliteft  informed  that  tfeiis  creature  al- 
ways attacks  animals  in'  pref e're^nce '  to  ''n»«n;  X  ittittiediately  dif^^ 
mounted,  and  led  my  poot  little  hor-fe*.    TKo  lyger,  and  1  belief 

♦  That  fpccies  vf  It  calletj  d?c  Scots  ft^    . ' 
-    ^  '    '  generally^ 
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generaiiy;  the  feline  fpecies,  pofiefs  but  a  fmall  (hare  of  courage^ 
and  feldom  openly  ieizes  ita  prey  >  but,  lurking  in  concealment^, 
attacks  by  furpiife,  and  if  unfuccefsful  fleals  away  into  a  hiding 
piace  without  returning  to  the  onfet  i  and,  in  contradi(lin6lion  to 
\  tihe  canine  ipedes,  whofe  great  ftrengtb  Hes  in  the  jaw,  the  feline 

ftrike  their  prey  with  the  fore  feet  and  talons.  It  is  faid  that  a 
tyger  having  once  tafted  human  flefli,  becomes  fond  of  it,  and 
gratifies  his  appetite  when  it  can  be  done  without  encountering* 
any  confpicuous  danger.  Yet  it  wouki  4^pear^  that  all  animals 
fiave  9.  dread  of  man,  which  proceeding  from  the  novelty  of  his 
appearance,  or  perhaps  fome  infl:in6live  fear  of  his  powers  of 
o&nce,  prompts  themt  when  not  furious  with  hunger,  to  fhun 
the  conteiJ.  — •  This  evening,  I  was  comfortably  lodged  in  the  front 
df  a  Hindoo  retail  fhop,  where  an  excellent  mefs  of  pcafe  and 
nrheateu  cakes  was  ferved  up  to  us.  Pray  excufe  me  for  noting; 
this  domeftic  conam,  which  is  to  nn:  of  great  mcmicnt  ^  for  by 
fiich  wholeTome  meals,  my  ftrength  was  unimpaired,  and  my  daily 
progrefs  made  with  vigour.  Covered  quarters  during  tTie  night 
wa*  what  we  anxtoufly  fought  after,  but  did  not  riways  obtain. 
tlic  Htfidaas,  though  ho(f  itably  difpofed  to  travellers,  are  averfe 
to  adhykting  Mahometjuis^  whom  they  hold  wklean,  into  any  part 

of  their  Jioufes/    •  ^    ..    -    —       ,      j" 

On  the  i4th^  at  Lawafah  —  fix  toffesi— iji  fevj^ "fcatteced 
houfes*  This  da/s  journey  coiifirted  in  climbing  fkep  moun- 
tainSy  and  though  my  little  horfe  was  as  active  '4s  ^  goat,  I  was 

obliged,, 
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qbliged,  from  the  almofl  perpendicular  height,  to  walk  the  greatdb 
part  of  the  way.  For  the  benefit  of  fuch  travellers  who  may  come 
^ithifl  your  knowledge^  and  be  difpofed  to  purfue  my  tracks  you 
mud  inform  them  that  the  fhop*keeper  at  Lawafah  is  a  great 
rogue,  a  noify  wrangler,  and  mixes  a  great  quantity  of  barley 
with  his  wheat-meaL  As  he  is  the  only  man  of  his  profefiion 
in  the  place,  there  is  no  remedy  for  the  evil  but  laying  in  a  ftock 
at  Sudowra,  where  they  will  find  honeft  treatment,  and  lodging 
to  boot.  Though  it  is  not  very  probable  that  this  recommenda-^ 
tion  will  be  of  material  ufe  to  the  honeft  man  at  Sudowra^  yet  I 
£ec1  a  pkafure  in  mentioning  his  goodnefs  to  me. 

On  the  15th  at  Coultie  —  nine  cofles}  —  two  or  three  fcat<« 
tered  houfes.  The  Nhan  country  is  bounded  here  by  the  fmaU 
diftrift  of  Bojepour,  which  depends  on  the  Bella/pour  chief.  ~-Oa 
the  i6tfa,  halted  on  the  bank  of  a  nulla  <-~feven  codes.  Met  on 
the  road  a  Kaihmirian  family,  co^fifting  of  a  goldfrnith,  his  wife, 
and  fome  children,  who  were  travelling  to  fome  town  on  the  bor- 
ders of  Thibet^  where  they  intended  to  fettle. 

On  the  X7th,  at  Kunda,  a  fmall  village  —  eight  cofles^  and 
about  five  miles  to  the  north*weft  of  Durmpour,  the  refidence  of 
the  diief  of  a  fmall  diftri£i,  generally  fubjeft  to  the  authority  of 
the  Bellafpour  government.  At  Durmpour  I  paid  a  duty  of  two 
rupees  for  paifing  my  horfe 

On  the  13th,  at  Gowrah  .«-nine  cofTes.  I  halted  during  the 
heat  of  the  day  neAr  a  water  mill,  the  firft  J  had  feen  in  India. 

-   It  was 


^ 


PORSTER'S    TRAVELS.  ao? 

It  was  conftru£led  on  the  principle  of  the  like  machine  in  Europe, 
hat  of  more  fimple  mechanifm  and  coarfer  workmanfliip.  About 
two  x>*elock  in  the  morning,  I  obferved  an  eclipfe  of  the  mooZk, 
l^e  body  of  which  continued  partially  fhaded  for  near  two  faouns. 
B)  the  evening,  our  little  party  went  to  a  farmer's  cottage,  where 
we  folkited  permiiH^i  to  lodge  our  baggage,  and  to  fleep  under 
cue  of  his  flieds.  The  farmer  candidly  faid,  looking  ftedfaftly  ki 
By  face,  which  he  fcemednot  to  like,  that  he  was  apprehenfive  that 
an  oot-iide  lodging  would  not  £ttisfy  us.  It  was  with  mudi  diffi- 
culty he  would  believe  that  we  had  fought  his  houfe  only  for  (helter, 
and  it  was  not  until  the  Kafhmirian  had  ihewn  him  fome  fxasAi 
wares  for  fale,  that  we  were  fuffered  to  occupy  die  front  of  Ms^ 
houfe.  The  diftrids  of  Hondsdi  and  Gowrah^  are  denominated 
die  Barrah  Tukrah.*  being  certain  pofti<»s  of  territory  bequeathed 
by  a  chi^  of  Bellafpour  to  his  younger  Too,  Sotae  fifty  years  ago< 
Thele  petty  ftates  are.  ill  governed,,  and  it  is  cmly  among  them  that 
the  traveller,  from  the  Ganges  to  Kaihmire,  incurs  the  riik.o£ 
being  i»llagcd. 

On  the  19th,  at  the  Village  of  Tayanag^— ten  cofles.  Qa 
die  ioth,  at  Bellafpour  •—twelve  co£Ges,  the  refidence  of  the  Ranee 
or  female  ruler  of  the  Kalour  territory-.  This  town*  {lands  oa  the 
ibuth>eaft  fide  of  the  Sedoud  or  Sududge^^  the  moft  eafterly  of  the 
£ve  rivers^  from  which  the  name  of  Punjab  "f  is  given  to  the  tra^  o£ 

*  A  term  in  the  HInduee,  ftgnii^iiig  twelve  pertioatt- 
•t  A  Fcrfian  word,  figoifying  five  vaters*- 

,  ffountiy 


.v^vmtry  extehAiag  from  Sirhend  to  the  Indus.    The  Setlood,  a 

^very  4'apid  ilream,  is  at  this  place  about  one  hundnd  ^cds  bitud. 

JBeUafpour  is  a  well  built  town,  ahd  exhibits  a  reguladty  not  often 
feen  in  thefe  parts.  The  ftreets  are  paved,  though  rather  roughlyr; 
and  the  hoi£fes,  conftra<^d  of  {kme  and  ^mortar,  have  a  neat  ap- 
pearance.   Kalour  is  bounded  to  ihe  northward  by  the  Xangrah 

•  diftrifts ;  to  the  eadward  by  a  lai^  trad  of  country  'Called  fiuf- 
ledr  5  to  the  fouthward  by  Nhan  3  and  to  the  weftward  by  the 
Apunjabs  and  its  re-Venue  is  faid  to  amount  to  twelve  lacks  of 
rupees.  On  my  arrival  at  Bellafpour,  I  found  the  Ran«e  engaged 
in  a  war  with  the  chief  of  Kangrah,  on  the  limits. of  whofe  coiintry 
iher  army  .was  then. encamped.  It  .may  not  edify  or  perhaps  enter- 
tain you  to  know  the  caufe  of  this  fell  difpute,  which  however 
had  tdken  Aich^poiTeificrnof  the -minds  of  the  mountaineei^,  and 

<  40  them  was  fo  important  an  eyent,  that  they  feemed  to  think  <the 
hills  and  iorells  qf  Bellafpour  the  feat  of  univerfal  w^r.  The 
iiege  of  Troy,  and,  the  conflifts  on  ^he  Scamander,  would  have 
appeared  as  mere  fkirri^flies  to  thefe  fylvan  heroes  j  ^d  they  pro* 
^bably  wovfld  have  ^loW«d  no  other  degree  ctf^comparifon,  than 

^  4hat  Women  ^vere  the  caufe  of 'them  both*  'But  as  I  myftlf -became 
invttlinVtarily  interefted  in  »their  ^ftofy,  and  having  »little  other 
matter  to  eommuhicate,  l^m  induced  to  intrude  afl&etch-of  it  on 
^eur  patience. 

To  deduce  this  eventfql  matter  a6  ovoyi  muft  call  your  atten- 
tion to  the  Days  of  Acbar^  who  is  faid  .toha^eibeeu  the  firft  Maho- 
metan 
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metan  prince  who  reduced  the  northern  mountains  of  Hindoftan 
to  the  objedience  of  the  empire.    Towards  the  northern  limit  of 
Kalour,  is^^fljrong  hold  on  an  eminence,  called  the  Kote  Ran- 
grah,  the  reduction  of  which  detained  Acbar,  who  commanded  the 
expedition  in  perfon,  a  whole  year,  according  to  the  tradition  of 
t}iis^  quarter;:    To  reward  one  of  his  officers  who  had  fignalized 
himfelf  in  this  fervice;  he  beftowed  on  him  the  captured  fort,  with 
a  confiderable  fpace  of  adjacent  territory.     The  defcendants  of  this 
chief  who  are  of  the  Sheah*s  fefl  of  Mahometans,  continued  in 
the  poffeflion  until  the  preient  period,  when  the  Rajah  of  Kajigrah^ 
on  fome  pretence,  laid,  the  diftrifts  wafte,  and  befieged  the  fort. 
Unable  himfelf  to  repel  the  Enemy,  the  Mahometan  foUcited  the 
aid  of  the  Bellafpour  Ranee,  who  with  thp  fpirit  of  a  heroine^  af- 
forded fpeedy  and  yigorous  fuccour  to  her  neighbour^  whofe  caufe 
ihe  has  already  revenged  by  plundering  and  deftrpying  almoU: 
every  villag0;0f  Kangrah ;  the  chief  of  wjhich  now  vainly  ^erts, 
that  the  Ranee,  feeing  his  country  deftitute  of  defence,  feized^ 
under  the  colour  of  affiiling  her  ally,  the  occafton  of  augmenting 
her  own  power. 

HALT£j>.an  the  21ft  and  22d,  at  BeUafpour.  Thefe  wars 
did  not  a  little  derange  our  meafure  of  progrefs,  efpecially  as  there 
was  attached  to  the  Kangrah  army,  through  which  we  muft  ne- 
ceflarily  pafs,  a  body  of  Sicques,  who  had  ioiprefred,  with  a  lively 
terror,  even  this  fequeftered  i^egion.  The  two  Kafhmirians,  now 
Vol.  I.  Dd  my 
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my  onty  JlflbcUtes,  vrere  tverfito^ny  motion  tmtil  wcfiioaM  be 
reinforced.    After  much  entreaty  they  Cdnfented  to  accompany  mfe 
to  the  Sellafpour  camp,  where  the  prdbaMlity  of  meeting  pafTen* 
gers  going  to  tlte  northward,  they  yiert  obUgjed  to  tonS^,  was 
greater  than  \n  the  town.    But  to  a  rooted  ind<^eMt»  l^e  cofiimoii 
waivt  of  enterprise  prefides  orer  all  the  aftions  of  an  Indian ;  and 
here  let  me  obfervc,  that  our  pincipal  fuperiority  over  them,  will 
largely  confifl  in  attacking  this  weak  iide.    The  prompt  deciftoil 
of  our  councils,  the  rigour  of  aftion,  muft  in  ettry  eoHVeft  witfc 
ihem  command  fucccfe.    This  conJ[lituti<»ial  inaftivity  and  lan- 
guor of  the  mind,  have  been  farther  promoted  by  tht  ereed  of  ^fo* 
deffination,  and  aftrdogy.  '  A  nnnute  attenfion  is  (hewn  by  <h* 
fl^tires  of  India  to  tertditi  d&p,  hours,  and  minutes^.    On  the 
commencement  of  any  fervice,  or  in  the  performance  of  even  thtf 
ordinary  duties  of  life,  their  ic(»du^  Is  regulated  by  i9ie  immediate 
period  -,  and  fhouid  the  calculator  (fifcover  a  relu^fancyy  or  defiftf 
of  delay  in  hts  employer,  -or  apprehend  that  his<  own  reputation 
might  {u€fe^  in  the  event,  he  afttatly  lays  a  bar  on  the  uftdertaking.. 
Over  fuch  men  what  advantage  do  we  not  poiTefe  f    Yet  in  Ibme 
of  the  latd  military  tranfaftions  of  Indii,  we  haVtf  weakened  -our 
daim  to  thofe  natural  wmi  acquired  powers,  which  Engli(h  foldiersr 
in  moft  of  their  a£Hofts  have  difj^yed  in  this  cowltf  y .   Do  not  raii^ 
<!onftnie  the  tendency  of  this  digreflion,  and  hliark  liw  as  an  abet-' 
"^^or  of  the  incurfions  and- depredations  which  we  are  occafionally 

ufed 
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^yied  to  make  on  ihe  lands  of  our  n^ghbours.  Ourcon^o^tto 
fif^  *  of  them  ha«  been  as  ui^nft  as  it  was  unwiic,  nor  do  I  know 
whether  to  attribute  the  favoarable  condiUkm  of  the  event 'f  to 
•jgood  ^jfUm^  or  to  the  folly  of  our  enemies. 

pN  the  evcmnf  of  the  234,  eroded  in  a  ferry-bojtt^  the  Setloud, 
f  narrow  deep  and  rapkl  river,  full  of  windings,  and  halted  at  a 
/ipaU  village  pppo^te  to  B^l^ippur,  though  the  diftance  from  the 
ferry  was  nearly  two  iQlles  from  the  town.  A  Tumboo-fhail  ka» 
/Majh  had  encaiiH>ed  on  the  north  fide  of  the  town  on  its  way  to 
J>^U  and  Luckoow,  with  the  proprietors  of  which,  or  rathcjr 
,thdir  agents,  I  formed  an  acquaintance ;  and  thrc^igh  thdir  influence 
.^vith  the  colle^or  of  the  cuftoms  I  was  permitted  to  pafs  without 
^ob^fKle.  This  a0iiUn<e  .was  the  more  opportune,  as  the  Bdlaf- 
■pour  gov9n»QeQ|:  is  defined  je^us  and  oppreifive.  The  colle£tor 
.extended  Ms  ^lyoiw  even  to  a  ieo^  that  I  had  not  ezpe6led,  for 
}ip  not  on^y  expedited  my  paifagje^through  the  fiellafpour  diftrifts, 
.but  gaye  me .«  rjeeommepdatory  i^ter  to  his  brother,  who  was  the 
manager  of  iIms  lUograh  cuftom  houle.  The  people  of  the  Tum- 
bo9  |c^a^  were  defirous  of  knowing  my  ftory,and  you  alio,  per- 
haps, would  wiih  to  be  informed  of  the  prefent  one,  certain  parts 
of  whif^hf  on  bearing  that  the  Turldih  language  was  fpokm  by  a 
perf9a  of  tibte  party,  I  compiled  for  the  ufis  of  the  day.    pod  only 

*  TheMahr»ttas 

t  The  convention  of  Wargaum,  which  covered  ut  with  difgrace. 

D  d  2  knows. 
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knows,  ray  friend,   what  a  varied  murtiplicity  of  fi^lions  I  havfe 
formed  in  the  courfe  of  this  jbiirney :  and  I  have  to  fupplicate  hi^ 
pardon  for  the  fabrication,  as  well  ^s  to  hope  for  youracquicfcencc 
in  the  neceffity.     The  tenor  of  my  ftoryfets  fwth,  that-I  was  \yy 
J)bth  a  Tuik,   and  had  come  when  young  to  India,  where  i  was 
taken  into  th€  houfe  of  a  i>crfon  of  diftinftion  ^/vho  had  brought 
me.  up.     That  from  my  long  refidence  in  India!  had  forgotten 
my  native  language,  and  that  my  profeffioti  had  been  chiefly  that 
of  a  foldier,  which  quitting  on  a  difguft,  I  had  collefted  my  littlb 
property  and  become  a  travelling  mercliant.    The  ftory,  not  veiy 
complex,  pofiefTed  plaulibilky  fufiicien^t  to  procure  common  belief, 
and  I  myfelf  had  entered  fo  warmly  into  its  fpirit,  that  I  began 
to  believe  it.    .1  muft  here  inform  you,  that  having  been  feen  two 
or  three  times  writing  on  the  road,  Iwas  told  by  one  of  the  pal- 
iengers  that  it  was  an  European  cuilom,  and  a  very  u^lefs  one. 
The  remark  alarmed  me,  but  1  told  him  without  much  heiitation, 
that  I  had;  been  always  accuftdmed  to  Wjrite  my  current  expenees, 
*  Ihat  at  the.  end  of  the  year  I  might  afcertain  the  amount,  and  not 
exceed  my  income.    My  remaAs  were  ufudlly  noted  in  a  rude  Per- 
fian  charafter,   but  whilft  I  was  writing  an  Englifli  letter  from 
this  place,  a  Kafhmirian  who  was  fitting  near  me,  and  who  had 
formerly  ferved  on  board  one  of  our  countiy  ftiips,  obferved,  that 
I  wrote  from  the  left  to  the  right  in  the  European  manner :  but  on 
being  told  that  the  Turks  ufed  the  fame  method,  he  feemed  fatis- 
fied.    From  an  inattention  to  one  of  the  forms  of  my  new  cha- 

rafter, 
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nd^tVy  inftead  of  fitting  down>  as  the  Afiatics  invariably  do  in  the 
performance  of  urinal  evacuation^  I  ufed  occaiionally  to  (land  up- 
right ;  and  being  feverely  reprehended  for  this  uncleanlinefs,  I  al- 
ledged  that  the  habit  was  not  uncommon  amongft  foldiers^  wha 
from  the  hurry  of  fervice,  and  their  dii&pated  courie  of  life^ 
make  many  deviations  from  the  rules  of  decorum.  But  the  want 
of  paletration,  or  the  good  humour  in  which  we  lived  together^ 
has  prevented  my  companions  from  feeing  through  my  difguife^ 
which  I  now  entertsdn  ianguine  hopes  of  preferving  to  the  end  of 
my  journey^ 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your^s^  &c*  &e^ 


LETTER 


.    .      .1 
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LETTER     X. 


lOEAH  SIR, 


JVourfoury.i'jS^* 


On 


the  22d  of  laf^  montli,  I  had  the  plea-* 
lure  of  defcribing  to  yoa  my  journey  from  LaU  Dong  to  Bellaf- 
pour,  and  I  can  now  with  pfeafure  fay»  that  unhurt  by  the  Sic^ 
ques,  tygers,  or  thieVes,  t  adu  fafely  lodged  in  Nourpour^  the  prin- 
cipal town  of  a  diftri6i:  of  the  fame  name.  From  the  weftem  bank 
of  the  Sefloud,  we  proceeded  on  the^  24th  of  March  to  the  village 
of  Compur  Hattee^  eight  coffes.  An  IlatJtee,  which  in  the  language 
of  this  country  figtiifies  rctatt  (hop,  atfprds  the  bell  accommodation 
for  a  traveller,  and  I  always  eodeavpured  to  make  one  my  halting 
place.  Thert  t  procured  wheat,  wheat-itiealj  peafe,  and  ghee,*  of 
whicTi'my  common  fartf  is  coinpofed^and  ]by  the  applying  in  civil 
tcrms>  the  Ihop  keepet.  commonly  indulged  me  with  the  ufe  of  the 
tront  part  of  his  fliop.  *  ,       , 

On  the  1 25th,  in  the  fiellafpour  army —ten  cofles.     It  will  not 
demand  the  pcii  of  .Homer  to  dcfcribe  the  different  ppwers  which 

^  fiikter  boiled^  i&  yAHcTi  fta'td  it  is  always  u&d  for  culimry  purpofes  in  India* 

formed 


/ 


formed  this  camp;  their  ftrength,  the  names  and  charaflen  of 
their  leaders,  or  the  fituation  of  the  ground  which  they  occupied  : 
fufHcc  it  to  fay,  that  about  300  hories,  and  8000  foot-men,  armed 
with  match-locks,  fwords,  fpfef?,  snrid  tluljs,  were  huddled  together 
on  two  fides  of  a  hill,  in  a  deep  ftate  of  confufion  and  filth.  Having. 
refijded  for  the  fpacaof  four  months  in  this  fpot  under  fmall  Iheds 
made  of  the  boughs  of  trees,  you  will  naturally  fypppfe*  th3t  the 
efFe6ls  refulting  from  the  fituation  could  neither  have  been  plea- 
fant  or  falutary.  In  all,  were  four  very  ordinary  tents,  one  of  which 
was  occupied  by  the  generaliflimo,  ^  brother,  and  I.ljelisvp  an  elder 
one,  of  the  late  chief  of  Bellafpour  j  (or  the  order  of  fuccgffion  in  the 
fine  of  primogeniture,  is  not  at  thi^  day  ft^ftly  adhered  to  in  India; 
either  amongft  the  Hindoos,  or  Mahometans.  This  perfoaage, 
from  age,  being  incapable  of  performing  any  a£Hve  duty,  had,ap« 
pointed  a  younger  brother  to  the  executive  CQHimand,  The  Ranee, 
with  her  fon,  a  youth  of  about  ten  years  of  age,  and  a  favourite 
Sunnafl^ee^  had  rejtired  during  the  war  to  an  ^adjacent  fort,  where 
file  dire£ted  the  general  operation  of  the  w,ar.  Having  entered  thij« 
faf  into  the  hiftory  of  Bellalppur,  I  will  proceed  to  explain  fame 
parts  of  the  ftory  of  this  lady,  which  as  they  tend  to  place  female 
condu6l  in  a  diftinguiftied  point  of  view,  I  embrace  the  occafion 
with  pleafure.  And  here  permit  me  to.  declare  with  a  fervent  fin- 
cerity,  and  an  honourable  fenfe  of  the  dignity  of  charafter  to 
vv^ich  I  afpire,  that  I  am  a  zealous  friend  of  women,  and  that 
as  fair  as  the  ofifering  of  my  mite  will  contribute  to  their  aid,  or  to 

a  diiplay 
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a  difplay  of  their  vaiious  merit,  it  Ihall  be  held  forth  with  a  wil- 
ling hand. 

Qu^iTTiNG  thefe  encomiums  on  myfclf  rather  than  on  thefex,  I 
am  to  inform  you  that  the  Bellafpour  Ranee,  on  the  death  of  the 
late  chief,  which  happened  about  three  or  four  year  ago,  declared 
herfelf  the  guardian  of  her  fon,  and  regent  of  the  country-  She 
was  oppofed  in  this  purpofe  by  her  hufband^s  brother,  the  perfon 
who  now  commands  the  army ;  and  (he  had  alfb  to  combat  the 
many  difficulties  incident  in  this  country  to  her  lex,  the  mpfb  em- 
barraffing  of  which  was  a  preclufion  from  public  appearance ;  yeC 
baffiing  emy  attempt  made  to  fubvert  her  authority,  (he  firmly 
eftabliflied  herfelf  in  the  government.  ^  The  event  of  the  Ranee*< 
fuccefs,  brought  on  the  confinement  of  her  competitor  $  but  after 
a  flK>rt  time,  during  which  he  experienced  a  lenient  treatment,  he 
was  releafed.  This  dame  of  Ipirit,  who  hath  evinced  ftrong  traits 
of  a  difpofition  fitted  for  conducting  either  military  or  civil  fchemes 
and  who  hath  hitherto  been  fortunate  in  them,  is  at  this  day  en- 
thralled by  the  force  of  love.  Whether  this  paflion  is  to  be  clafied 
amongft  the  alloys  of  our  virtaes,  according  to  the  dodlrine  of 
the  moft  rigid  moralifts,  or  whether  it  heightens  the  luftre  of  thofe 

•  It  has  already  ^ccn  obferved  in  the  letter  on  Hindoo  m}thologjK»  that  amongft 
tiie  Hindoos  a  woman  on  the  dcfoifc  of  the  hufband  becomes  an  inefficient  member  in 
the  family,  but  in  the  prefent  day  this  ordinance  is  often  over-ruled  by  the  intervention' 
of  power,  wealth,  or  intrigue.  In  this  note  it  may  not  be  improper  to  mention,  that 
the  Hindoos  ufe  the  epithet,  ««  widowed,"  as  ieferiptive  of  futility,  or  of  any  coa* 
temptible  and  nugatory  zQu 

Vol.  I.  E  c  alreadjr 
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ali^eady  polTcffed,  and  ^even  creates  good  qualities  in  «€,  as  the  ele- 
gant Yorick  has  advanced,  are  queftions .  fubmitted,  with  a  due 
deference  to  the  intricacy  of  the  fubje6V,  to  thoiJs  who  are  fkilled 
in  the  extenfive  paflion  of  iove.  The  objeft  of  this  lady*s  favour' 
I  faw,  and  the  dibice  flie  ha^  made  is  a  proof  of  good  tafte.  He 
b  a  young  hand  feme  Hindoo,  of  a  religiou€ 'tfibe>  who,  contrary 
to  the  ufage  of  his  fe^,  which  is  founded  on  rules  ilmoft  as  feverc' 
as  thofe  of  the  Carthufians,  dreffes  gay?y,  and  in  the  Mahometan 
fafliion.  From  a  cwtain  levity,  though  politenefe  of  manners, 
fet  off  by  the  delicate  fancy  of  hie  apparel,  you  at  the  firft  glance 
pronounce  him  a  favourite  of  tHe  women.  Such  are  the  Changes 
wliich  love  can  produce,  even  amongft  a  people  who  obferve  tfeeir 
religious  oidtnances  with  a  fcrupuloufnefs  irreconcil^bk  to  com-* 
monfenfe,  and  which  in  fome  inftiaiKes  border  on  grofs  ibfurdhy.^ 
Thus  much  for  the  Ranee  of  Bcllaipour,  to  whom  be  allTuccefs  I 
I  NOW  learned  that  my  progrefs  towards  the  Kangrah  army, 
would  without  the  proteftion  of  ^n  efcort,  be  attended  with^ 
♦nuch  riik.  In  oixicr  to  procure  fo'  effential  an  accommodation  1 
waited  on  the  commander  in  chiefs  then  fitting  under  a  banian  tree, 
and  attended  by  his  principal  officers,  the  greater  part  of  them  dad 
in  native  buff.  Some  new  levies  were  paffing  in  review  before 
him,  that  had  come  in  from  the  country,  or  rather  the  woods. j 

*  In  tbe  netghboorhobd  of  fieoare^  is  a  (cSt  of  rdigious  Hindoos,  Who  k  is  fiud  for* 
hear  making  any  ufe  of  their  hands,,  cvea  on  the  niaft  neotBkrj  occafioas ;  but  are  fiei 
and  affifled  by  others^ 

for 
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for  the^  bote  a  fbrong  tef^dalaibnce  to  tibe  defcriptiom  gi^en  in  hea^ 
tiien  fto^  of  the  fatyrs^  fawns,  and  other  branches  of  the  fylvan. 
racier  tor  do  I  tbinl  t;hftt.ail  the  powers  of  a  Fruilian  drill  fer«' 
jeant^  extenfive  .aar.i;hey.  ane,  ODuld  have  knprei&d  on  them  ^  com- 
petent knowledge,  ctf  .mttilary  dtftipMe^  On  approaching  the 
chiefs  I  made  him  an  o&rkig  of  a  cupee^  laid  on;  the  corner  of  my 
Teffr.  'You  will  be  pleiaffid.  to  notice^  that  the  pboce  of  mccney  is^ 
tot  to  bei  placed  on  the  nticed  handy  biat  on  x  bandkerchkf^  be 
ibme  pat t  of  the  gibrmcnt  held  out  foir  that  purpofe ;  and  though 
the  fupecior  fbaU  be  difpo^  to  favour  tlfficHent,  yet  from,  mo-* 
dwrca.  of  gtncro^tjy  or  an  attention  to  hisiconditbn,  it  often  faap« 
fBm,  that,  he  does  liofe  take  the  ofiering,  hut.  louaches  it  with  his 
fy^t. '  Tbe  honour  is  then  fb^^yofei*  to*  berconlenred,  and  fSielioptt 
<^  obts^mng,^ote£tfoQ  or>  afliftance,.  if  fought  ftuv  is^  entertained* 
The  ^ef  vecetvtd  me  ii^itb  civiHiSf,  aiid  compHed.wit^  thrjadqusfli 
^al  ov»r  ptarty  night  be  pcittdttcd  to<accompafly  tberSM&  ndefiengisv 
who  flAouId  be  dtfpaliduxi:  inter  the  Kangrak  casc^;  ^ancbheaifb  iii*- 
titaatfid^  that  fome  letters  wfaccdi  were  pDeparing,  would:  fooa*  be 
forwaird^d«  He  lookei  obHqiiely  ^t  my  offering^.  whi«fa  he;  touched^ 
but  woiddnoit  receive;  A.<£ay  on  two  afterwards,  TdifacAn^redidiis 
mountainextr  to  beicompoibd'af  the  fan^e  maierial^^  which  with 
fiew;  deviations  fqrm  thexremnnuiidifpofition  of  fhis^  natives  of  India% 
On:  Yiilting  hioL  a  fecond  timer  attended  only  by  the  cotewaul^* 

*  Anofiitorof poBce/ 

E  e  2  (alfo 
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^alfo  the  afting  maftcr  of  ceremonies),  I  was  told  that  I  might' 
prcfent  my  offering,  which  being  an  Alum  Shahce  rupee,*  a  coin 
of  ralher  an  inferior  value  in  this  quarter,  I  was  received  with  a 
frown,  and  my  money  underwent  a  ftrift  examination.  Would, 
you  not  imagine  that  I  had  been  bargaining  with  a  Jew  pedlar, 
inftead  of  coRibrring  with  the  chief  of  a  country  ?  Though  I  was 
mortified  at  beholding  among  us  ib  glaring  a  meannefs  and  want 
of  decorum,,  yet  as  a  trait  of  national  charaftcr  vras  difdo&d,  i 
received  feme  fatisfaftion  in  obtaining  fo  unequivocal  a  teftimony 
of  it.  In  further  proof  of  the  inconiiftency  of  condudr,  as  well  as 
a  want  of  fortitude  in  the  people  of  this  country,  I  am  induced  to 
jd^  to  you  an  event,  (though  foreign  to  the  immediate  purpofe 
ef  this  letter)  that  came  within  my  own  knowledge.  At  the  time 
when  the  Mahometans  were  driven  from  Kattuck,  the  chief  of 
tfiat  territory  fled  to  Bengal,  where  having  expended  the  amount 
ef  the  treafure  and  moveables  tliat  had  been  preferved,  he  went  t6 
the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  and  was  recced  into  the  lift  of  pen^ 
fioners  maintuned  by  the  Navaub  c^  the  Camatic.  During  the 
regular  payment  of  the  allowance,  this  man  enjoyed  eaie ;  and  by 
the  (hew  of  a  palanquin,  and  a  refpedable  retinue,  he  >mJuntained 
a  certain  ftate«  The  provifion  which  the. Navaub  at  that  time 
found  it  expedient  to  make  for  penfioners  of  a  higher  order,  cauted 
a  deduction  from  the  flipend  of  his  Kattuck  dependant^  who  theA 

*  A  riipee  tf  Ihc  prefi^nt  Fcign» 
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\sad  dawn  his  palanquin,  and  purchafed  a  fmall  horfe.  This  waa 
doubtlefs  a  mortifying  degradation ;  but  the  cup  of  his  forrow  wa» 
not  yet  full :  for  on  a  greater  redu6li(m>  and  at  length,  a  total 
abolition  of  the  penfion,  this  poor  man  lofing  fight  of  the  charafter 
he  had  fupported,  and  blinded  by  a  vanity  which  difcouraged  all 
induftnotts  exertion  for  a  livelihood,  became  notorioufly.addi^kd 
to  fraud,  and  petty-thefts  s  and  was  fcarcely  faved  from  an  igno-* 
minious  end.  I  have  quoted  thefe  examples,  thinking  them  more 
£onclu(ive  in  ccmveying  to  you  a  knowledge  of  charafl^r,  than 
any  fpeculative  obfervation.  But  when  the  mind  at  an  early 
period,  is  not  accuflomed  to  beh<^d  and  admire  examples  of 
integrity  and  honor,  or  taught  to  (hitn  with  horror  and  contempt 
the  habits  of  vice ;  on  the  contrary,  when  the  inftru£bion  gives 
to  youth,  tends  to  i^predate  the  duties  of  life  by  the  performance 
of  futile  ceremonies^  and  the  ftudy .  of  legends  prqgnant  with 
fable,  or  vident  pv^udices,  we  are  not  to  w^^ir  at  Aich  a6ls  of 
depravity. 

The  fHes  tormented  me  k  much  in  the  ETdlarpour  army,  that 
I  could  not  but  with  difficulty  (ecure  my  food  from  their  vile  at> 
tacks.  A,  certan  quantity  oi  poifim  I  bdlieve  is  contained  in  ikit 
body  of  an  Indian  fly,  for  on  fwallowing  it,  a  naufea  and  vomiting 
ahnoft  immediatiely  fucceed.  I  had  imagined  that  the  iickneii 
m^ht  proceed  from  the  motion  of  the  inieffc  in  the  ftomach,  but 
on  examining  one  after  it  had  been  difcharged,  I  perceived  it  withr 
•ut  life,  though  but  a  very  (hort  time  deprived  of  its  natural  air% 

The- 
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The  i^ntenfe  heat  of  the  Aomach  lndeed>  mud:  fpeedilf  caofe  the 
fuffocation  of  fo  fmall:  an.  animal. 

Our  (ituation  m  the  BeUafpaur  camp  was  dlfgufting  and  in* 
commodious.*    The  heat  was  in  the  extreme^  widn  a  compound  o£ 
fniells  ariUng  from  the  filth  of  the  people^  that  gcofily  tainted  the 
ak  :  and  I  became  fo  anxious  to  e&ape^^  that  i  had  detevnunoS  to 
embrace  any  mode  of  opei*atian  wliich  might  Ita^  to  a  daaoge  of 
quarters.     This  eagornefs  had  almoftpvodiicedaimeaftire^  which 
pMlkably  would  have  caufed  a  material  failure^  of  my  plaa.    Tw9 
me^ngers  who  were  to-  convey  propoials  of  peace  to  the  Kjast* 
grah  CBmpy  promifed  to  conduct  ouc  party  thither  ist  faibty^  and  I 
had  refolved  to  com>mit  miy&U  to  their  charge^  though  mtich  op^ 
pofed  by  my  aiTociateS)  who  decidodly  faids,  i^iat  the£b  metr  would 
betray  us.    The  chief's  chobedar,*  a.  btocfam*  Mahconetan^  alfo 
cndtavoured  tQ  imprei^  me  with-  an  ill  opimoiY  oB  tfaefbrneffirngeiaw 
Had  they  formed  any  fiSheme  of  nufehief,  lA  was  happily  firufhuted 
on  the  evening  previoufly  to  our  intended  departure,  by  the  armal 
of  a  dirove  of  aijbs>9  laden  with,  ican,  wha  wrae-pnrfuiar^  oar'soute. 
Oft  the  29th,  the  joint  pai^y  moved>  andhadarriived  at  tbeibosifc- 
dary  of  Bellafpour,  eigjit  miles  difknt  feom.  tho  camp,  wheaonr 
troubles  came  thick  upoa  us.    Two  of  the  Kangrah;  ftar&men  ap>- 
peared  in*  front,  and  pafling  me,  went  towiirdt  die. rear,  where 
they  plundered  the  ironmongers  to  the  amount  6£  one  hundced 

^  A  perfon  who  carricsia  filrer  ftiok  before  mm.'A  bigtv fiadm. 

rupees. 
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rupees,  which  is  accounted  a  large  fum  in  thefe  parts.  They 
feized  alfo  on  a  Kafhmirian^  who  was  lagging  behind,  and  were  iti 
the  aft  of  ftr^iog  him,  when  he  loudly  cried  out,  which  was 
not  true,  that  he  was  my  fervant,  and  that  I  was  a  perfon  of  ibrac 
diftinftion.  This  intelligence  inducetl  the  horfemen  to  fdlow  me  5 
but  oji  Bj^roaching,  one  of  them  obferved  that  I  had  the  appear* 
ancc  of  a  baila  audimee'^^  and  fhould  no*  fuffer  any  moleftation  5 
that  only  ftragglers,  and  fingle  travellers  fdl  under  their  i>otice. 
Seeing  them  difpoled  to  this  civil  treatment,  I  procured  the  Kadi«^ 
iokian's  releafe,  as  alfo  diat  of  tny  own  fcr\'ant,  who  had  come 
up  during,  the  parley,  and  had  been  likewile  taken  into  cuftodyl 
It  was,  I  believe,  a  fortunate  pvent  for  the  priibners  that  I  re^ 
turned,  for  our  cavaliers  were  thai  in  queft  of  prey,  nor  did  they 
ie0ra  nipe  in  the  diftin£bioits  of  peribns;*fbr  whilft  I  remained^ 
£qsm  ftray  paiTengers  were  laid  uadtrxbotdbution,  from  one  o^ 
whom,  an  afs  driver,  they  took  a  pair  of  ihoes.  We  were  in- 
formed that  two. hundred  Sicques  who  had  been  lately  entertained 
in  the  Kangrah  fcrvicc,  would  foon  appear.  Aware  of  the  licen- 
tious manners  of  the  diiciples  of  Nanflck^f-  efpecially  when  em- 
ployed in  foreign  fervice,  I.  would  ihen  willingly  have  facrificed  a 
moiety  of  my  property  to  have  had  the  other  fecured.  The^e  wafe 
no  other  i^medy  diau  aflaming  the  look  of  confidence  and  eafe> 


*  la  the  EEindoftany  language,  any  pertcm  shove  tbc  ordrnnry  claft^  is  fo  de- 
nominated 

+  The  founder  t)f  the  Sicqncs* 

which, 
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which,  Heaven  knows,  ill  correfponded  with  my  heart :  Co  pufhing 
my  horfe  into  a  quick  trot,  I  was  fpecdily  conveyed  into  the  midft 
of  this  formidable  corps,^  who  received  mc  very  attentively,  but 
without  offering  any  violence.  Imagining  our  approach  to  have 
been  that  of  the  enemy,  the  Sicques  were  preparing  for  the  fight^ 
to  which  they  loudly  exclaimed,  in  the  tone  of  religious  ejacula* 
tion,  that  their  prophet  had  fummoncd  them.  In  token  of  rc- 
fpc&9 1  had  difmounted,  and  was  leading  my  horfe,  when  a  Sicque; 
a  finart  fellow,  mounted  on  a  aftive  mare,  touched  me  in  paffing. 
The  high  mettled  animal,  whethei"  in  contempt  of  me  or  mf 
horfe,  perhaps  of  both,  attacked  us  fiercely  from  the  rear,  and  in 
the  affault,  which  was  violent,  the  Sicque  fell  to  the  ground* 
The  adion  having  commenced  on  the  top  of  a  hill,  he  rolled  with 
great  rapidity  to  the  bottom  of  it,  and  in  his  way  down,  left  be- 
hind him  his  matchlock,  fword,  and  turban  :  fo  compleat  a  de^ 
rangement  I  feared,  would  have  irritated  the  whole  Sicque  body ; 
but  on  evincing'  the  fliew  of  much  forrow  for  the  difafter,  and 
having  afliduoufly  aflifted  in  invefting  the  fallen  horfeman  with 
his  fcattered  appurtentoces,  I  received  general  thanks. 

My  good  fortune,  which  had  this  day  repelled  a  feries  of 
perils,  conveyed  me  in  fafety  to  the  camp  of  the  Kangrah,  or  as 
he  is  often  called,  from  a  more  andent  name  of  his  country, 
the  Katochin  chief.  We  regaled  ourfelves  this  evening  with 
great  joy,  having  fuffered  from  hunger  as  well  as  fatigue,  though 
we  had  only  travelled  about  fixteen  or  feventeen  miles.    A  finall 

body,^ 
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body,  chiefly  of  horfe,  was  ftationed  at  this  camp  5  the  greater 
part  of  the  forces  under  the  command  of  the  Rajahs  being  em-* 
ploy6d  in  the  fiege  of  Kote  Kangrah.  The  common  road  to  Jupibo 
from  hence,  lay  through  Nadone,  the  principal  town  in  the  Kan<* 
grah  country,  and  through  the  diftrift  of  Huriepovir  j  but  thefo 
places  being  then  overran  by  the  Sicques,  we  were  obliged  to  de* 
viatc  from  the  ufual  track,  and  proceed  to  the  weftward^  It  is  td 
be  feared  that  thefe  turbulent  mountaineers,  the  difturbers  of  their 
folifary  abode,  will  ftir  up  fuch  commotions  in  their  land,  as  tci 
wholly  fhut  up  this  xoad^  tbe  only  fccure  one  from  India  to  Kafli* 
mire^  or  render  the  palTag?  fo  precarious,  thgt  no  advant^e  wU) 
compenfate  the  rifk.* 

On  the  30th,  we  movefl,  and  joining  the  kafilah  of  the  iron 
merchants  again,  accompanied  it  to  Sooree  —  fix  cofTes  :  —  a  fmall 
Village,  of  which  moft  of  the  carriers  were  inhabitants.  The^hakf 
was  made  at  this  village  from  a  defire  of  the  carriers  to  fee  their 
families,  for  it  was  at  the  diftance  of  a  full  day's  journey  out  of 
their  road*  To  the  eaftward  of  Sooree^  which  lies,  in  a  valley,  wd 
erofled  a  ridge  of  high  and  fteep  mountains. 
•'*  On  the  31ft,  at  Bompal  —  four  .cofTes :  —  a  fmall  hamlet  fitu-* 
ated  on  an  eminence.  This  day's  journey  was  made  ihort  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  iron  merchants,  who  went  to  the  Kangrah 
camp  to  attempt  the  recovery  of  the  property  which  the  Sicques 

♦  This  apprchenfion  has  been  Cncc  verified. 

•   Vol.  I.  F  f  had 
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bad  plundered;  but  they  returned  without  redrefs,  and  now  (eemed 
anxious  to  leave  the  country  s  as  initead  of  procuring  a  reftitution 
or  payment^  farther  demands  bad  been  made.  Ail  this  niglit^  I 
WM  expoied  to  a  ccmtinued  and  copious  rain  —  and  here  let  mc 
obi!erve»  with  (incere  tl^nks  for  the  bleiling  of  a  hale  conilitution, 
that  though  I  have>  in  the  courfe  of  this  journey,  endured  much 
fevcrity  of  weather,  my  health  has  hitherto  received  no  injury. 

A  CONTINUANCE  of  the  rain  detained  us  at  Bompal  until  tha 
f^i  of  Apn}»  when  we  arrived  at  Chumbah — eight  cofles : -~  a 
imall  village,  depending  on  the  chiefship  of  Jeflbul.  At  a  ihort 
diftance  from  B^mpali  we  were  ftopped  by  the  collector  of  Na« 
done,  who  had  come  three  miles  from  his  houfe,  in  defiance  c^  the 
troubled  jlate  of  the  country^^  to  receive  from  us  a  toll  duty  of  a 
few  pence*  At  about  mid- way  on  tlie  right  hand  fide  of  the  road 
h  &w  a  place  of  Hindoo  worihip,  at  th«  foot  of  which  runs  the 
Byas  Gunge,^  With  a  rapid  flream  of  about  oni^  hundred  yards 
broad. -f  A  great  part  of  the  road  from  Bompal  to  Chumbah  lay 
through  a  valley,  watered  by  the  Byas^  on  the  no^tb  fide  of  which 
is  feen  the  level  and  fertile  diftrifts  of  Huriepour.  The  territory 
of  Kangrah,  or  Ktochin>  is  Umitol  on  the  north,  and  north- wei]k 
by  Huriepour  ^  on  the  eaft  by  Chumbay  j  on  the  ibuth  by  Ka-» 
lour  J  and  on  the  weft  by  tlw  Punjab*    The  ordinary  revenue^ 


*  The  fccond  of  the  Punjab  rivers  from  the  Eaftvirard. 
t  The  current  runs  to  the  left. 

cftimated 
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l^imated  at  feven  lacks  of  rupees,  has  beeil  much  tJiminilhed  by 
the  chief  •$  alliance  with  the  Sicques,  who  fpread  deftruftion  wher- 
ever they  go.  Thefe  marauders  a^e  now  a6Kng  the  part  of  thb 
man  whom  fable  reprefents  to  have  been  invited  by  the  horfe,  to 
aid  his  conteft  with  the  boar ;  and  you  know  the  ufes  to  which 
the  Aoughtlefs  horfe  was  applied,  when  viftory  was  decided  in  fa- 
vour of  the  combined  forces. 

This  day,  our  little  party  which  had  been  joined  in  the  Bcl- 
lafpour  camp  by  the  Kafhmirians,  rcfolved,  from  a  dread  of  thfc 
Sicques,  who  had  inverted  the  common  track,  to  quit  the  kafilab, 
and  through  detached  paths  endeavour  to  reach  Jumbo.  A  nativl 
trader  of  India,  it  is  to  be  obfervcd,  holds  his  time  in  fmall  "efti- 
mation,  and  would  rather  halt  for  two  or  three  months,  than  incut 
«ven  a  common  rifk. 

On  the  3d,  at  Dada*— ten  cofles ;  dependant  on  the  chief  of 
Sebah.  From  a  ftrcam  running  through  the  village,  we  procured 
fome  excellent  fi(h,  of  the  fize  and  fomething  of  the  tafte  of  trouts. 
This  dtftrift,  by  its  approach  to  the  head  of  the  Punjab,  lies 
wholly  at  the  mercy  of  the  Sicques,  who  are  I  think  the  plaineft 
dealers  in  the  world.  The  foft  of  Sebah,*  ftanding  pleafantly  on 
the  brink  of  a  rivulet,  lay  on  our  road ;  and  in  paffing  it,  I  faw 

«  Situate  about  three  cofles  to  die  Toutb-weft  oF  Dada,  and  the  only  fortified  refi« 
dence  I  have  feen  among  the  mountains.  The  vicinitjr  of  the  Punjab  has  perhaps  in- 
duced the  mountaineers  to  fortify  this  place. 

.      F  f  A  two 
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two  Sicqtie  cavaliers  ftrike  a  terror  into  the  chief  and  all  hii 
people,  though  (hut  up  within  their  fort.     They  had  been  fcn^ 
to  colleft  the  tribute  which  the  Sicques  have  impofed  on  all  th« 
inottn.tain  chiefs  from  the  Ganges  to  Jumbo  -,  and>  offended  at  the 
delay  of  the  payment,  thefe  high  fpoken  men  were  holding  to  the 
aflfrigbtened  Hindoos,  that  ftyle  of  language,  which  one  of  our 
provincial  magiftrates  would  dii*e£l  at  a  gppfcy,  or  fturdy  beggar. 
Jkideed,  my  friend,  no  ordinary  exertion  of  fortitude,  no  common 
ihare  of  philanthropy  is  required,  to  wieM  with  temper  the  rod  of 
power  3  which ^  from  the  frail^  of  his  nature,  man  is  ever  inclined 
to  ufe  with  feverity-     Yet  furely  when  he  looks  into  himfelf,  he 
Fill  fee  many  a  ftrong  reafon  to  qualify  its  ftroke*    From  a  fpirit 
s>{  impatience,  which  having  lonj  actuated  me,  I  am  induced  to 
think  is  innate,  I  quitted  my  companions,  and  going  about  a  mile  . 
in  front,  fell  in  with  a  horfeman^  who  had  much  the  appear-* 
ance  of  a  freebooter  ;  but  being  well  aimed,  and  evidently  the 
ftronger  man,  I  did  not  apprehend  any  rilk  from  a  rencounter^ 
Seeing  me  a  flranger^  and  from  the  quality  of  my  equipment,,  a  fit 
fubje£t  for  plunder,  he  flopped  me,,  and  in  a  peremptory  manner, 
afked  my  occupation,   and  place  of  abode.     My  anfwers  were 
neither  explanatory  nor  gracious,,  and  my  departure  abrupt,  though 
he  had  exprcffed  a  ftrong  dcfire  of  farther  communication ;  and 
feemed  offended  at  the  unconcern  of  my  deportment.     About  a 
I     quarter  of  a  mile  farther  on,  I  met  a  Sicque  horfeman,  well  armed^ 
who  was  evidently  in  fearch  of  adventure.    After  reconnoitring} 

nie 
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me  attentively^  and  apprehending,  I  imagine,  that  a  conteft  would 
be  of  doubtful  events  for  my  fword  was  long,  and  my  countenance, 
by  the  air  I  had  afiumed,  fierce,  he  politely  faluted  me,  and  pafied* 
The  perfon  whom  I  firft  faw^  had  halted^  and  on  the  jun61i<»i  of 
the  Sicque,  a  council  was  held  by  them  on  the  fubje£t  of  my 
moveables  ^  the  refult  of  which  was  to  return  and  take  them  from 
me.  My  companion?  who  gave  me  this  information  came  up 
while  thefe^  men  of  the  blade  were  communing  on  the  plan  of  aN 
tacki  and  an  eclairciflement  took  place.  They  difcovered  that 
thefe  footmen,  four  in  number,  were  aflbciates  of  him^  whofe  pro« 
perty  they  intended  to  invade }  and  naturally  concluded,  that  howi 
ever  decided  the  odds  of  two  to  one  might  have  been,  fo  great  an 
additional  ftrength  to  our  party,  would  manifeftly  turn  the  chances  j 
and|  fwayed  probably  by  this  forcible  argument,  they  gave  us  ho 
moleftation. 

On  the  4th  at  Tulwara,  — ten  coffes  j  a  village  in  the  diftrifl 
of  Dutar,  where  the  Sicque  chief  has  ere£led  a  fmall  fort,  and 
holds  the  adjacent  territory.  The  country  to  the  ibuthward  now 
aifumed  a  level  afpeft,  which  to  me  had  an  effe^l  inexpreffibly 
pleaiing;  for  my  eye  had  long  been  diigufled,  and,  I  may  fay, 
imprilbned,  by  mountain  piled  on  mountain,  till  the  higheft  pierced 
the  clouds.  The  diftridl  of  Dutar,  or  Dutarah,  extends  on  the 
interior  fide  of  the  Punjab  hills,  through  which  our  late  fouthern 
inclination  had  penetrated.  In  this  day*s  journey,  our  party  was 
xeduced  to  the  Kafhmirian  trader  and  myfelf  i  three  Kaihmirians, 

who 
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Hvbo  had  jomed  Oar  party  in  t&e  Bells^our  camp,  went  on  before^ 
and  my  fervant  lagged  behind*  In  the  erenlng,  having  reached 
the  bottom  of  a  hill^  we  obferved  a  body  of  horfcmen  defending 
in  our  road.  The  fight  of  thefe  men,  who  were  imdldlately 
icnowii  to  be  Sicques,  gave  a  ierious  alarm ;  and  on  their  near  ap* 
proach,  I  depofited,  nnnoticcd  by  my  companions,  my  little  pro* 
psrty  of  bills  and  ca(h  in  an  adjacent  bnfh.  But  we  had  formed 
an  unjoft  opinion  of  thete  cavaliers  j  and  I  am  to  think  myfeK 
iingularly  fortunate,  in  being  enabled  in  two  inftances  to  place 
thdr  cohduA  in  a  favourable  point  of  view.  This  party,  con-^ 
Ming  of  about  two  hundred,  many  fff  whom  were  Mahometans^ 
was  then  marching  into  the  Hurriepour  diftri^.  Summoning  an 
afFeded  compofure  of  countenance,  we  afFedled  to  fmoke  our  pipes, 
from  which  fome  of  the  M^ometans  took  a  whiff  tnpaffant^  and 
at  the  fame  time  gave  us  an  affurance  of  proteftion  aganft  any  ill 
defigns  of  theli-  aflbciates  $  for  notwithftanding  the  looks  we  had 
borrowed,  they  muft  have  fcen  much  embarraffment  in  them. 
After  their  departure,  I  took  my  valuables  out  of  the  bufh  without 
the  obfervance  of  my  companion,  who  was  tranfported  with  joy  at 
the  efcape,  fwcaring,  by  his  beard,  that  on  reaching  our  evening 
quarters,  he  would  offer  up  to  Mahomet,  or  to  his  national  faint 
Mucdoom  Saib,  two-pennyworth  of  brown  fugar,  in  thankfgrving 
for  the  extraordinary  prefervation.  We  met  many  of  the  Sicque 
ftragglers,  who  are  always  the  moft  mifchievous ;  theie  wedtrefted 
to  Ipeedily  join  their  companions,  who,  we  faid,  had  ftricWy  en- 
joined 
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joined  us  to  give  fucb  directions }  and  this  pretended  meflage  gave 
us  ibme  credit ;  for  feeing  we  had  not  been  plundered  bj  their 
party,  they  followed  the  fame  meritorious  example. 

AnllHQP-KEEPEX.  accommodated  us  with  a  convenient  lodging: 
at  Tulwara,  where,  being  joined  by  my  fervant,  who  had  likewile 
been  involved  in  the  dangera  of  the  day»  though  he  had  carefully 
preferved  the  remaios  of  the  fifh  that  had  been  procured  at  Dad^^ 
a  fiimptuoaa  feafl  was  fenred  up,  and  joyoufly  participated.  The 
truth  of  this  remark  will  be  readily  acknowledge  by  thofe>  who» 
firom  the  like,  adventures,  have  reached  in  the  evening  alafe  re* 
treat.  My  £riend>  who  faithfully  perfbrmetl  the  tcnoc  of  lus  pnof 
mi&y  reprohaled  my  inlaxTibility  of  the  providential  toberpoiitibii 
that  had  been  made  in  our  bdialL  It  was  in  vmn  to  urge  the 
nerits  of  internal  prayer,  or  to  aflert,  that  I  had  already  oSezei 
unfeigned  thanks  for  our  efc^e,  which  I  trufted  would  not  be 
the  kfk  acceptable  from  die  want  of  fiigar.  This  being  a  dodrmc 
wholly  repugnant  to  his  creed,  which  exifted  only  in  noify  and 
oftentadous  cercmcny^  I  drew  on  mylidf  a  further  fevore  re|)Coach. 

On  the  5tb  at  Bfidpour — feven  cofles:  a  popukms  till^  in 
the  Nourpour  dilhiCt.  About  two  coffes  to  the  eaftward  of  Bad* 
pour,  we  eroded  at  the  Rhay  Ghaut,  or  Puttun,*  in  a  ferry-boat, 
iiic  Byas  Gungah,  and  xame  into  the  Jumbo  road,,  which  m.  thia 
quarter  has  not  yet  experienced  the  depredation  of  the  Sicques. 

•  The  name  of  a  ferry  la  fome  parts  of  the  Punjab. 

On 
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On  the  6th,  at  Gungatau  —  ten  cofies.  In  the  paffagc  of  a 
rivulet  near  this  village,  the  horfe,  in  fuddenly  flopping  to  drink, 
threw  me  headlong  into  the  water,  where  among  the  reft  of  my 
chattels,  a  bill  on  Jumbo  was  thoroughly  drenched :  nor  His  this 
the  firft  injury  it  had  received. 

On  the  7th,  at  Nourpour  1  the  refidence  of  the  chief  of  a  difl 
Xn6i  of  the  fame  name.  This  town  fituate  on  the  top  of  a  hill, 
which  is  afcended  by  ftone  fteps,  has  the  appearance  of  opulence 
and  induftry.  Towards  the  fouth-eaft  the  country  is  open  and  of 
a  pleafant  afpeft,  to  which  a  winding  ftream  of  fine  water  gives 
additional  beauty.  Mountains  that  have  already  made  my  eyes 
ach,  contra6t  the  view  to  the  weft  and  north ;  but  thefc  have  their 
tifes ;  and  having  experienced  an  effential  one,  not  to  give  it  a 
place  would  be  ungenerous^  The  heat  of  the  fun  now  growing 
intenfe  would  have  been  feverely  felt,  had  not  the  wind  which  came 
from  the  north-weft  received  a  cool  refrefhing  quality  from  the 
fnows  which  on  that  quarter  cover  the  hills ;  and  had  it  not  been 
for  a  like  favourable  fituation,  the  refidence  in  the  fiellafpour 
camp,  the  remembrance  of  which  makes  me  fhudder,  might  have 
proved  fatal  to  us. 

On  a  plain  adjacent  to  the  town  of  Nourpour,  was  encamped 
a  Jumbo  kafilah,  chiefly  the  property  of  Sunaflees,^  and  coniigned 

*  Though  this  fcA,  conformably  to  the  tenets  of  the!  r  dofh-ine,  ought  to  renounce 
or  never  engage  in  the  affairs  of  the  world,  yet  many  of  its  members  have  become 
merchants,  foldiers,  and  ftatefmeiu 

to 
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to  the  Dehli  market.  From  thefe  people  I  learned,  that  the  chief 
of  Jumbo  was  much  cmbarrafled  in  his  finances,  from  a  deftruftivc 
war  he  had  entered  into  with  the  Sicques  :  that  to  raife  fupplies 
he  hsfi  levied  a  general  contribution  on  the  inhabitants  of  the 
city ;  and  that  his  exaftions  had  induced  many  of  the  principal 
merchants  to  abandon  the  place.  The  Sanaflees  had  employed  in 
their  fervice  two  or  three  Kafiimirians,  who  are  men  of  an  uni- 
verfal  occupation,  and  endowed  with  unwearied  patience  and  afti- 
vity  in  the  caufe  of  gain.  They  told  me  that  I  fhould  incur  a  ma- 
nifeft  rifk  in  gcnng  to  Jumbo,  at  a  time,  when  the  appearance  of 
jperfbns  of  any  property,  attrafted  the  notice  of  government :  an 
information  then  more  alarming,  as  my  bufinefs  at  Jumbo  required 
a  perfonal  attendance.  Whilft  I  am  writing  of  Nourpour,  it  may 
not  be  fuperfluous  to  mention,  that  a  refpe£table  merchant  named 
Daud  Khan,  a  native  of  the  Punjab,  refides  in  that  town.  He 
had  lived  many  years  at  Jumbo,  but  having  felt  the  oppreffion  of 
that  government,  he  has  taken  refuge  in  Nourpour,  where  he  en- 
joys, with  a  moderate  fecurity  of  property,  the  benefit  of  a  fine 
air  and  a  plentiful  country ;  and  (hould  any  of  our  countrymen 
come  this  way  in  the  Mahometan  charafter,  they  may  be  confi- 
dently aflured  of  deriving  conveniency,  from  an  acquaintance  with 
Daud  Khan. 

On  the  8th,  halted.    On  the  9th,  at  the  village  of  Bunguree — 

eight  cofles.  My  fervant,  from  a  cold  and  a  conftitutional  wcaknefs  in 

his  breaft,  which  he  faid  had  long  afflided  him,  was  this  day  fcarcely 

Vol.  I.  G  g  able 
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able  to  walk.  I  am  now  fearful  that  tbe  burthen  he  was  loaded 
with,  was  too  heavy  a  one,  and  I  am  alfo  to  accuie  myfelf  of  not 
alleviating  its  weight,  by  an  exercifeofthofe  offices  of  kindnefs, 
which  the  law  of  huraanijty,  as  well  as  the  ufages  of  fenritudei 
cfpecially  in  the  Afiatic  wovld,  obliges  a  matter  to  fhew  his  fcrvant, 
the  more  fo  if  he  is  a  good  one ;  and  to  fay  that  this  follower  of  my 
fortunes  was  not  a  good  fervant,  would  bean  unworthy  attempt tQ 
exculpate,  at  the  expence  of  his  charafter,  my  frequent  negle£V» 
But  fhould  I  ever  be  enabled  to  recompence  his  worth,  the  a6l  fhaU 
be  clafled  among  ihofe  of  my  beft  deeds.  I  ufed  to  fortify  my  oc- 
(afional  difTatisfadlion  at  him,  by  enlarging  too  rigoroufly  on  th^ 
petulance  of  his  temper  -,  but  I  hold  the  reafon  no  longer  valid,  nor 
will  it  atone  for  the  compunflion  I  feel,  when  I  recall  to  my  mind 
the  many  affectionate  fervicea  which  the  honeft  fellow  performed 
in  the  courfe  of  a  laborious  journey^ 

The  diftrifts  of  Nourpour  on  the  norths  are  bounded  by  the 
river  Rawee ;  on  the  eaft  by  the  Chambay  *^  country ;  on  the  weft 
by  fome  fmall  Hindoo  diftriiSls,  lying  at  the  head  of  the  Punjabi 
9nd  by  the  river  Byas  ^  and  on  the  fouth  by  Huriepour.  The  re- 
venues of  Nourpour  are  calculated  at  four  lacks  of  rupees^  and  it 
would  feem  that  it  enjoys  a  ftate  of  more  internal  quiet,  is  lefs  mo* 
lefted  by  the  Sicques,  and  governed  more  equitably. than  any  c^ 
the  adjacent  territories, 

•  A  mountainous  territory  of  large ^rxtcnt.  • 

Ok 
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On  the  loth,  at  Plaffce  —  ten  coffes :  —  a  imall  village  in  the 
Biffouly  diftrift.  About  eight  miles  to  the  north-weft  of  Bun- 
guree,  and  oppofite  to  the  fort  of  Biffouly,  croffed  the  Rawee,* 
which  is  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  yards  in  breadth,  and  very 
rapid.  In  the  ferry-boat  were  two  Sicques  going  to  the  fort,  of 
lyhich,  a  detachment  they  belonged  to,  had  taken  poffeflion,  in 
confequence  of  being  called  in  to  the  afliftance  of  the  Biffouly 
chief.  Though  this  be  the  invariable  refult  of  every  conneftioil 
made  with  the  Sicques,  the  infatuated  mountaineers  never  fail  to 
feek  their  aid  when  engaged  in  war.  A  bordering  chief  had  in- 
vaded the  Biffouly  diftrifts,'  plundered  the  inhabitants,  and  burned 
their  villages,  before  any  oppofition  was  made.  The  Sicques  were 
tailed  in  to  repel  the  enemy,  and  defend  the  fort  of  Biffouly ;  but 
after  performing  the  required  fervice,  they  became  pleafed  with 
their  new  fituationi  and  refufed  to  rclinquifli  it. 

A  QUICK  progrefs  through  this  country,  and  avoiding  the 
(rack  of  the  Sicques,  were  ftrongly,  though  unneceffarily,  recom- 
mended to  us.  Xhe  boatman  at  the  ferry  of  Biffouly,  though  a 
brother  Mahometan,  made  an  exorbitant  demand  of  hire,  which 
was  confiderably  leffened  by  the  interference  of  the  Sicque  horfe- 
men,  who  faw  the  impofition,  and  had  only  to  make  known  their 
will  to  effe6V  obedience.  The  journey  of  this  evening,  folltaiy  and 
dreary,  gave  a  wrong  bent  to  every  fpring  of  the  imagination, 

•  The  Ra'^ec  is  the  Cthtral  Punjab  river,  and  runs  near  the  city  of  Lahore. 
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which  fullenly  refufed  to  receive  one  chearful  or  pleafing  idei.  If 
fuch  did  begin  to  (hoot  forth,  the  profpefl:  of  a  deferted  village,  a 
defolate  count ry,  immediately  deftroyed  it,  and  introduced  in  its 
ftead,  thofe  pregnant  with  the  horrors  and  miferies  of  war.  Great 
God  1  that  th.e  common  evils  of  life.fo  abundantly  heaped  on  our 
heads,  ihould  not  be  felt  as  already  too  grievous,  without  the  wilful 
encounter  of  additional  mifchiefs  !  This  propeniity  in  the  nature 
of  man,  indicates  a  difpofition  at  once  deftruflive  of  the  purposes 
which  he  feems  defigned  to  execute^  and  difgraceful  to  the  inteU 
le£ls  he  fo  amply  pofTefles. 

An  obliging  houfe-keeper  in  the  village  of  Plaflee^  accommo-^ 
dated  me  this  evening  more  agreeably  than  I  could  have  expe£bed. 
His  little  tenement  was  compofed  of  materials  that  had  refifted  the 
late  conflagration  of  the  country,  and  he  had«  with  his  family,  re- 
fumed  the  quiet  pofleilion  of  it.  Seeing  me  opprefled  and  languidj 
from  the  effe£ls  of  a  fever^  which  had  feized  me  on  the  road,  he 
procured  me  a  bed^  and  gave  me  ever/' nourifhment  which  his 
boufe  afforded. 

On  the  nth,  at  the  village  of  Buddoo  —  ten  colTes ;  there- 
fidence  of  a  petty  chief,  tributary  to  Jumbo.  This  day  an  annual 
fair  was  held  at  an  adjacent  hamlet,  which  being  near  our  road, 
we  mixed  with  the  numerous  fpeftators  of  the  feftival.  The  good 
humour  and  mirth  accompanying  this  meeting  exhibited  a  ftrong 
contrjift  to  the  fcene  of  yefterday,  and  defcribed,  in  lively  colours, 
the  various  bounties  which  flow  from  peace.    Among  the  diver- 

ficns 
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lions  of  the  day,  I  obfervcd  the  wheel  with  boxes  fufpcnded  from 
its  rim,  of  common  ufe  in  the  foutbem  parts  of  India,  for  whirling 
round  thofe  who  are  difpofed  to  make  fuch  aerial  circuits.  More 
than  once  have  I  taken  my  feat  in  one  of  thofe  whirligigs,  and 
can  afllire  you,  that  the  entertainment,  though  not  of  a  fober  kind^ 
has  its  pleafures ;  and  what  is  more  than  you  can  £iy  of  many  a 
pleafure,  it  fets  you  down  where  it  took  you  up.  My  fervant  did 
not  arrive  this  evening,  and  from  having  hitherto  wholly  relied  on 
his  fervices,  I  fuftained  a  great  inconveniency.  But  a  Kaihmirian 
family  at  Buddo,  on  the  fcore  of  an  acquaintance  with  niy  com- 
panton^  in  a  certain  d^ree  relieved  it,  by  giving  us  a  friendly  re« 
ception,  and  a  (lender  fopper.  ^ 

On  the  i2th  at  Mancote— eight  coffes.  A  chief  depending 
on  Jumbo  refided  at  this  village,  which  ftands  on  an  eminence 
par-tkUy  ikirted  by  a  fmali  river.  Here  my  troubles  branched  out 
anew,  and  though  not  deferving  a  rank  in  the  lift  of  misfortunes^ 
involved  me  in  various  difficulties.  My  Kafhmirian  afibciate 
having  by  miftake  proceeded  beyond  our  place  of  rendezvous,  there 
was  no  one  to  prepaie  my  viftuals,  or  to  take  care  of  the  horfe. 
Though  the  Hindoos  hold  in  abomination  the  performance  of  any 
menial  office  for  ftrangers,  yet  the  (hop-keeper  at  Mancote,  from 
whom  I  had  purchafed  the  nece(raries  of  the  day,  afforded  me 
great  affi(bince*  He  gave  me  houfe-roora,  a  bed,  and  alfo  fome 
of  his  houfehold  utcn(ils,  for  holding  the  horfe's  corn,  and  my 
own  provifion.    From  an  a(rociation  with  thofe  who  had  obviated 

my 
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TP.y  various  wants^  and  had  even  rendered  the  journey  a  pleafant 
one,  I  was  at  once  deprived'  of  all  help.  In  the  firft  place,  I 
cleaned  and  fed  my  horfe,  nor  did  he  deferve  lefs  at  my  hand^  5  for 
he  was  a  good-tempered,  fure-footed,  aflive  animal.  Had  he  not 
indeed  been  thus  qualified,  he  could  not  have  fupported  fuch  fa- 
tigue, or  have  clambered  over  the  fteep  and  and  rocky  mountain* 
that  had  hitherto  flood  in  his  way.  After  this  care,  it  was  ncccf.; 
fary  to  remedy  the  ftate  of  my  own  wants,  which  became  urgent 
and  clamorous,  for  I  had  not  eaten  any  thing  that  day. 

Being  told  that  a  mendicant  Seid*  of  eminent  fan<5t:ity  refided 
in  the  upper  part  of  the  town,  I  prefented  myfclf  to  him,  told  my 
ftory,  and  earneftly  entreated  his  aid.  I  had  imagined  that  the 
man  who  lived  on  public  benevolence,  whofe  welfare  in  the  world 
was  promoted  by  a  common  excrcjife  of  humanity,  would  have? 
chearfully  come  forward  to  my  fuccour,  efpecially  as  the  requeft 
had  no  tendency  to  touch  his  property.  But  I  reckoned  without 
my  hoft.  Never  did  mitred  prieft  in  all  the  plenitude  of  his 
power,  rolling  amidft  the  pluralities  of  benefice,-  regard  a  meagre 
curate  with  a  deeper  contempt  of  eye,  than  did  this  haughty  de- 
fcendant  of  Mahomet  receive  my  fupplication.  Simply  fetting 
forth  the  lofs  of  my  fervant,  and  the  inability  to  fupply  his  place, 
I  requefled  that  he  would  direfl  his  people  to  prepare  for  me  a 
meal,  the  materials  of  which  were  all  in  readinefs.     This  language 

•  The  dsfccndants  of  Mahomet  arc  fo  dcnomidatcd. 

had 
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^ad  no  efFe6t  on  the  Seid,  who  confiding,  I  fuppofe,  wholly  in  the 
efficacy  of  faith,  had  exploded  from  his  creed  the  doftrine  of  good 
works:  or,  confidering  perhaps  the  trade  of  begging  to  be  a  mono* 
poly  of»his  order,  he  wifhed  to  expel  and  difcourage  all  interlopers. 
After  warmly  expatiating  on  the  difficulties  that  furrounded  me^ 
throwing  in  alio  fome  ftri6tures  on  his  cixidufi:,  he  grumbkd  an; 
ail«nt,  but  with  an  exprefs  provifo  that  I  fhould  produce  fire^wood^ 
I  could  as  eafily  have  brought  him  a  bulfe  of  diamonds  as  a  ftick^ 
for  it  was  then  dark,  and  indeed  hunger  and  fatigut  had  made  me 
incapable  of  exertion.  Turning  from  him  with  indignation,  I 
loi|diy  reprobated  his  violation  of  what  even  the  rudeft  Mahome- 
tans hold  facred^  the  rights  (^  hofpitaHty ;  a  ready  performance  of 
w^iich^  h&  ought  to  know,  was  eameftly  enjoined,  and  that  the 
Divine  vengeance  was  peculiarly  denounced  againft  all  who  tranf- 
gieis  its  law..  This  exclamation,  delivered  with  heat^  rouzed  the^ 
attetttioh.  of  his  adherents,  one  of  whom  defiring  me  to  be  paci-^ 
fifld,  propofai  to  adj-uft  the  embarrallmeat.  He  carried  me  to  the 
houfe  of  a  finging  girl,  who,  on  learning  the  ftory  of  my  want5, 
tucked,  up  her  garment  with  a  fmiling  alacrity,  and  commenced 
the  bufinefe  of  relieving  them  without  delay.  It  would  have  made 
your  heart  glad  to  have  feen  this  h^neft  girl  baking  my  bread  and 
boiling  my  peas^  fhe  did  it  with  fo  good  a  will;  frequently  ob-* 
ferving,  that  I  had  conferred  an  honour  upon  her,  and  that  the  pre- 
fent  fervice,.was  but  a  fmall  retmn  for  the  many  favours  fhe  had 
received  fromthofe  of  my  clafs.  Will  not  you  jud^e  the  declara- 
tion 
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tion  of  her  rcfufing  all  donation,  an  Eaftcrn  hyperbole  ?  Yet  I 
affirm  to  you  that  it  is  a  genuine  ftory,  and  were  Mancote  at  no 
further  diftance  from  Lucknow,  than  Shieck  Seray,*  you  might 
procure,  from  this  honeft  girl,  a  teftimony  of  its  truth.     • 

On  the  13th  I  arrived  at  Manfir —- eight  coffes.    The  country 
now  became  more  open,  and  the  vallies  better  cultivated  than  any 
J  have  feen  to  the  weft  ward  of  BifTouly*    The  journey  this  day 
was  pleafant,.  and  what  in  my  proceeding  was  extraordinary,  I  did 
not  deviate  from  the  road,  though  alone.    In  paffiiig  near  an  en- 
campment of  beggars,  (a  merry  troop  they  were)  they  defired  me 
to  alight  and  take  fome  refrefhment :  the  invitation  was  thankfully 
accepted,  and  I  partook  of  a  coarfe,  but  cordial  meal,  which  was 
ierved  up  with  frequent  profeffions  of  welcome.    Manfir  is  com- 
pofed  of  a  few  houfes,  ftanding  on  the  margin  of  a  beautiful  fheet 
of  water,  which  is  abundantly  fupplied  with  fi(h ;  but  being  heki 
a  facred  or  royal  property,  they  live  unmolefted.    The  latids  of 
Manfir  were  appropriated,   by  a  former  chief  of  Jumbo,  to  the 
maintenance  of  certain  Byraghees,*   who  in  this  delicious  fpot 
feem  to  enjoy  every  pleafure  which  men  in  India  can  tafte.    But 
here  I  am  checked  and  called  upon  to  crave  your  pardon,  for  thcfc 
fblitary  feftaries  have  precluded  women  from  their  fociety ;  and  to 
iay-that  any  portion  of  life,  however  replete  with  other  gratifica* 


*  This  place  is  about  fix  miles  diftant  from  Lucknow* 
t  A  religious  tribe  of  Hindoos  who  profefs  celibacy* 


tions. 
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tions,  can  yield  a  genuine  pleafure  without  women,  is  to  fuppofc 
that  our  day  could  be  chearful  without  the  light  of  the  fun.  At 
this  village  the  wife  of  a  Mahometan  oilman  condu6ted  my  culi- 
nary  buiinefs^  but  in  a  manner  far  diflFerent  from  that  of  my  late 
muiical  friend :  fhe  took  moil  unwarrantable  emoluments  out  of 
an  ilUdrefied  fupper ;  and  her  cat,  which  feemed  to  have  a  conge- 
fiiai  temper,  made  an  attack  on  my  baggage  at  night,  and  carried 
off  the  little  ftock  of  provilions  which  I  had  prepared  for  the  next 
day's  breakfaft. 

Lest  my  arrival  at  Jumbo  fhould  excite  enquiry,  which  from 
the  difpofition  of  the  chief  might  not  be  favourable,  I  denominated 
myfelf  an  officer  in  the  Jumbo  fervice,  travelling  from  the  army, 
which  was  then  in  the  field,  to  the  city.  The  road  this  day  lead- 
ing in  a  fouth-weft*  diredion,  was  the  moft  dreary  one  I  had  ever 
ieen,  and  became  more  fo  from  the  want  of  a  companion.  On 
approaching  fo  large  a  town  as  Jumbo,  I  expedled  to  have  feen  a 
moderately  populous  country ;  but  the  afpe6t  was  altogether  the 
reverfe.  Many  miles  of  the  road  lay  through  a  defile  of  (and,  the 
fides  of  which  confift  of  lofty  rocks,  and  nearly  perpendicular. 
The  predicament  in  which  I  then  ftood  gave  a  gloomy  caft  to  my 
thoughts,  which  naturally  adverted  to  that  long  eftabliflied  pofi- 
tion,  of  *^  man  being  a  fociable  animal;'*  the  truth  of  which  few 

*  The  fouthern  inclination  of  this  day,  was  caufed,  I  apprehend,  from  the  forma* 
tion  of  fome  branch  of  |h«  mountains. 

Vol.  L  H  h  arc 
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are  more  convinced  of  than  myfclf.  I  did  not  dwell  on  the  yanotv 
ufes  inherent  in  the  principles  of  fbciety,.  nor  on  the  grander  be- 
nefits fa  extenfively  difFufed  by  general  conxpa£t ;  but  was  contented 
with  viewing  theleflferjeonveniencies  whicJi  it  iniparf$,  with>refh;d:«t 
ing  on  the  cafual,  but  grateful  enjoyments  which  men  receiv^e  from 
the  moft  flu6tUating  intercouiTe.  What  harnsony,  wl^at  good  bu« 
mour^  are  often  feen  circulating  ia  a  fweetmeat  ihop«  tbe  43ofk^ 
houie  of  India  !  where  all  fubje£ls,  except  that  of  the  ladies,  are 
treated  with  freedom :  not  fa  eloquently  perhaps,  nor  with  fupb 
refinement  of  language,  as  adiong  the  politicians  of  9n  European 
capital,  yet  with  equal  fervour  and  ftKngth  of  voice*  The  fa-* 
yourite  topic  is  war ;  there  you  may  hear  of  exploits  perfiormed  b^f 
a  fingle  arm,  at  the  recital  of  which  even  Secunder  ^  would  bavo 
grown  pale,  and  Ruftum  'f  bimf^  trembled.  The  pleafure  o£ 
communication,  by  which  they  becosie  the  heroes  of  their  owa 
tale,  is  a  keen  fpur  to  tlie  various  clafs  of  adventurers,  and  perhaps 
fewer  men  would  encounter  fervices  of  bazard,  wer^  not  a  pleafiue 
expe6ted  from  tbelr  recital. 

On  the  fide  of  the  rQad,  to  my  great  joy,  I  at  length  xlilco^ 
iftred  a  family  fitting  on  a  narrow  green  ^ot,  where  availing  them«^ 
felves  of  the  lingular  fituation,  tbey  were  grazing  their  qattle.  I 
fat  myfelf  down  without  ceremony,  and  was  preiented  with  what  I 


•  The  Afiatic  name  of  Alexander  the  Great. 

t  A  hero  celebrated  in  the  ancieat  legends  of  Ferfiat 


have 
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hart  often  recolleaed  with  pkafure,  for  the  heat  of  the  day  had 
made  me  very  thirfty),  a  cap  of  butter-railk.  The  father  told  mc 
that  the  oppieffions  of  bis  landlord  had  forced  him  to  quit  his 
houfe»  and  he  was  then  in  queft  of  fome  fecurer  refidence.  On 
your  (ide  of  India,  a£ts  are  doubtkfs  committed  that  tend  to  fully 
the  honour  and  imprefs  an  odium  on  the  chara£^er  of  our  nation  & 
but  they  are,  believe  me,  faint  fpecks  when  compared  with  the  deeds 
of  injuftice  and  rapacity  pra£t]ied  in  other  Afiatic  countries.  On^ 
of  the  family  foffisred  much  pain  from  a  lacerated  finger,  and  as  all 
|)erfons  of  my  colour  are  in  India  denominated  furgeons,  wizards^ 
imd  artillery«m<»i,  I  was  calkd  upon  to  adminifter  help,  which  I 
did  gratis  to  their  greaft  fM:isfa£kion« 

Towards  the  eveningi  I  arrived  it  the  lower  town  of  Jumbo, 
where  feeing  a  retired  houfe  at  which  I  intended  to  have  fought 
atdmiflion,  I  difcovered  a  perfen  who,  about  a  month  before,  tra* 
Vdlcd  for  fbme  days  in  the  fame  party  with  me  5  but  being  em^ 
]>U)yed  on  fpme  fervice  of  difpatch,  he  had  left  it.  This  man  being 
ttow  the  fcrvant  of  a  Kafhroirian  at  Jumbo,  for  whom  I  had 
brought  a  letter  of  introduftion,  and  whole  name  I  ufed  to  men-  ^ 
fibn  in  the  coorfe  of  the  journey,  deftroyed  my  fcheme  of  privacy. 
He  ran  off  as  fbon  as  he  had  diftinftly  feen  me,  and  fpeedily  re- 
turned with  his  mafter,  who  would  not  reft  fatisfied  until  he  had 
lodged  me  in  his  houfe,  though  we  were  obliged  to  proceed  thither 
in  the  midft  of  a  heavy  rain ;  it  would  be  a  tedious  and  flat  ftory, 
to  detail  the  multiplied  modes  of  the  refpedl  of  this  Kafhmirian  for 

H  h  2  my 
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my  peifott,  which  he  had  never  before  feen  5  or  to  enumerate  hif 
painful,  yet  inceffant  attentions.  Whatever  partiality  I  might  en- 
tertain for  my  own  raeiits;  I  was  necelTarily  impelled  tafee  that 
his  afOduity  proceeded  from  a  belief  of  the  opulence,  and  the  wi(h 
of  tranra6ting  the  commercial  bufinefs  of  his  gucflr.  After  he  ha4 
gone  through  the  long  routine  of  my  extraordinary  qualities  and 
accompli(hments»  of  whole  excellency  he  had  been  advifed  by  hia 
cor^efpondent  at  Lucknow^  he  congratulated  my  fingular  good  for- 
tune in  havmg  met  him  fo  early  on  my  arrival  ^  for  except  himfelf^ 
I  ihould  not  have  found  aa  honeft  man  in  Jumbo.  Such,  (ny 
friend,  is.  the  effervefcenee  of  Oriental  (peech,  which  if  expo&d  to 
the  colder  air  of  the  north,  would  fubfide  into  that  ^ftraiaof  languagfi 
Jpoken  every  day  in  Change  Ally  and  Cheapfide.  It  was  beft  not 
to  undeceive  my  KaQimiriao,  ai  the  character  of  amerchant  is  more 
refpefled  here  than  any  other,  and  under  which  the  leaft  fufpidon 
is  entertained  of  a  ftranger.  On  preienting  my  bill  to  the  banker 
at  Jumbo,.  I  founds  from  its  having,  been  twice  dttncbed  in  water, 
that  die  folds  adhered  together  as  firmly  as  if  they  had  been  pafted«: 
The  banker,^  with  much  good  nature,  (baking  the  paper  in  water^ 
^d  opening  the  folds^  with  care^  was  enabled  to  read,  though  with 
difficulty,,  the  contents.  Had  he  been  difpofed  to  protraft  the  pay-^ 
ment„  there  was  diffident  caufe,.  but  holding  out  no  demur,  he  at 
•nee  faid  the  bill  was  a  good  one,  kindly  obferving  alio,  -that  as 

^  His  name  i»  JualaNaut^thc  nephew  of  Kaflimirj  MuU,  at  Benares.. 

my 
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i$y  journey  had  been  long  and  fatiguing,  I  fliould  have  brought 
an  ordtr  for  a  larger  funa. 

Jumbo  i»  (ituated  on  thelide  of  a  hill,  and  contains  two  di& 
ttn6l  divifions,  which  are  termed  the  upper  and  the  lower  towns. 
The  bottom  of  the  hill  is  walhed  by  the  river  Rawee,»  about  forty 
or  fifty  yards  broad,  and  fordable  at  moft  (eafons  of  the  year.: 
Many  w^ter- milts  ftandoin  itft.  banks  for  grinding  corn,  which  are 
conftru6led  in  a  neater  mann^  than  any  I  have  feen  in  India,  and 
were  introduced  by  the  Kaflimirians,  who  have  greatly  improved  as< 
well  a»  enriched  this  town.  The  (hort  ftay  at  Jumbo  prevented  me; 
£r<Mn.  pcocuring  moch  fatisfadoiy  information  of  its  hftftoryj  <»:  the 
cau&s  which  have  prodqced  its  important  conunerce».  rjches>  and> 
luxury :  for  Jumbo,  even  ki  its  decayed  ilate,  is  a  mart  of  ihc  firft 
note  in  this  quarter  of  the  country.  Perhaps  the  collection  o£- 
fttdh  materials  would  net  h^ve  qompen£|t$d.the  labour  of  perufal, 
or  afforded  you  that  inflru^ftion  which  I  ever  wifli  to  be  the  ^e£t. 
of  my  communications  :<— but  fuch  as  I  have  procured,  (hall  be 
gpiuiatly  laid  before  y<m» 

Previously  to  Nafiir  Shah's  invfifioQ  of  In^a,  tlie  epmrnoft 
road  from  Dehli  to  Kalhmir^  lay  through  Sirhend,  Lahore,,  and 
Hcerpour,  the  pafs  of  which  is  fully  delcribed  by  Mr.  Bernier,.  un>> 
der  the  name  of  Berpher..    Since  the  inroad  of  the  Perfians,  Af*. 
S^ians^  and  the  Mahrattas,  but  elpeclally  finoe  thiS. period  of  the 

*  It  fiiUs  into  die  Cbiniuun*- 

Sicque- 
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Sicque  co»qiieft«,  ttiat  track  hat  l>een  rotdered  tmiale  to  aRretiimtf^ 
and  is  now  difufed.  This  obftru£tion  diverted  the  Kalbnuriati  trad* 
kito  the  cbaniAel  df  Juoibd,'  vlhieh^bttitig  fiiotvp  frcm  ch&Ptapjab  ' 
by  a  ftrong  chain  of  moontMns^difficttlt  of -accefe  to  catalr^,  tC 
has  bten  pivferred  to  the  Lahore  road,  though  the  joomdjr  Is  tie*>' 
diou^/ and  the  expend  of  fiiei^handixe  increaied  -^^ 

Rdnzbijd  Dets,  thefetherof  the  prefeitt  chief  of  Jumbo,  «rB* 
de&rvedly  acquired  the  chara£i»r  of  a  juft  atkt  wife  mler,  lately* 
contributed  to  the  wealth  and  importatice  of  JumbOr  Perceiving 
the  benefits  which  .would  arife  from  the  rtffidence  of  Mahometan 
merchants,  he  held  out  to  thedi  many  encourageitieatir,  iM|d-  <A» 
ibrved  towards  them  a  difintere(teiia^d  an'hono<traM0cc«idiiift.  Ut'- 
gative  Tirfuea  only  are  expe^ed  frotn  an  Afiotic  de^t,  and  undir 
Aieh  a  fan^ion  his  fubje£^s  nlight  deefli  thcmfehre»  fortunate ;  httt 
the  chief  of  Jumbo  went  farther  than  the  forbeKftmoe  of  injorka ;  ' 
he  auowedly  prote£ted  and  indulged  hi»  poople,  partiouUtfly  i\» 
Mahometans,  to  whom  he  allotted  a  certatft  quarter  <^  the  town^ 
which  was  thence  denominated  MoghulpOttr.;  and  that  ifo  referve 
ifiigHt  appear  in  bis  thsaifflcntolthemy  » mosque  was  erected  ia 
the  new  colony }  a  liberality  of  difpofition  the  more  confpicuou^, 
and  confering  the  greater  honour  on  his  memory,  as  it  i»  the  only 
inftance  of  the  like  toleration  in  this  part<^  India,  and  ae  the 
Kalhmirians  who  chiefly  compo&d  his  Mahondetan  fubje^s,  have 
been,  fmce  their  converfion,  r'rgorous  periecutors  of  the  Hindoos. 
He  was  fo  defirous  alfo  of  acquiring  their  confidence  and  efteem, 

that 
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ifiSkt  when  he  has  lw«n  riding  through  their  quarter  during  the 
Vmc  of  prayec,  Ije  n^wr  failed  to  (lop  his  Iwrfe  until  the  pricft 
^  cpi^cludfd  ihi*  situal  ex4amatiorts.  The  Hindoos  once  com- 
plained to  tfhk  chiief^  that  th«  public  wells  of  the  town  were  defiled 
fcy  the  vefl^b  of  Ac.Maho^n^tans,  and  defirad  that  they  might  be 
aftrifted  p>  the  w»tpr  ^f  th*  river  ^  btit  he  abruptly  difoiiffed  the 
complaints  fayioig/  th»t  water  was  a  pure  dement,  defigned  for 
^general  \j£^  f>f  mmhiniyBtod  could  laot  be  polluted  by  the  touch 
^  aoy  cUfa  of  pQopte*  An  admimftraticm  fo  munificent  and  ju^ 
dicious^  at  the  fame  time  thdt  it  enforced  the  refpe&  of  his  own[ 
^dJ^^s^  stTjpde  Jumbo  a  place  of  exten(i\t  commercial  rcfort, 
where  jsrU  defcifiptioos  of  mejat  experienced^  in  their  perfons  and 
property,  a  full  fccudty. 

The  df^]mf^  m^rchdacfize  .c{>iiftitutlng  die  trade  of  Jumbo^ 
:in4  Kjskibmit!^^  I^fe  tran^^iQirted  if  men>  ufuaily  Ka&mirians^^ 
wbpts  bur,^§n$ j^erheayy,  two  of  them  niakifig  the  load  of  a  ftrong 
XE^V^e,  »nd  thd  hke.i^^xed  aJk  the  rate  of  four  rupees  for  each  car-* 
aer.  The^wls,.  wJwn:  exported  from  ICaflimirer  are  packed  iof 
m  pWiftng  bafc,:)<kart^  w^ht. or  Quantity;,  which  m 

th^  language  :of  the  eonntry  is  termed  a  4fi(^4?/ty,  the:  ottt ward  c6«- 
^Dng.  of  which  is  a  huiFalo  oi!  oals  hide,  d^rongly  lewed  with  lea^ 
ther  !lhongs.  ^  As  Jthefe  packages^  are  foppofed  to  amount,  with  lit-' 
^  varifllipSyt  t9  a  viiue  Ipiig  riiace'«(bertained,.itii^  are  fdld^ 
opened  until  conveyed  to  the  deftined  market.  A  Kaflimirian 
porter  carries  a  ioad  as  a  fotdicr  does  his  knap-fack,  and  when  dif* 

pofed 
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pofcd  to  reft,  he  places  under  it  a  ftick  in  the  form  of  a  crutch 
which  fupports  the  load  and  aflifts  him  alfo  in  walking.  Two 
caufes  are  affigned  for  employing  men  only  in  this  fervice :  an 
agreement,  it  is  (aid  arifing  from  a  mutual  jealoufy,  has  been  made 
between  the  chiefs  bordering  on  either  fide  of  the  river  Chihnaun,* 
that  no  fixed  bridge  (hall  be  conftru6led,  or  any  boat  ftationed  on^ 
that  ftream.  The  other  caufe  afcribed,  which  feems  to  be  more 
forcible,  is  the  ftupendous  height  and  fteepnefs  of  the  intervening 
mountains,  which  renders  the  pafTages  dangerous,  if  not  wholly  im- 
prafticable,  to  either  a  horfe  or  mule. 

It  appears  that  Jumbo  continued  to  increafe  its  power  and 

commerce  until  the  year  1770,  the  period  of  Runzeid  Deve's  death,' 

» 

when  one  of  his  fons,  the  prefent  chief,  contrary  to  the  intention 
and  exprefs  will  of  his  father,  feized  on  the  government,  put  to 
death  one  of  his  brothers,  the  intended  fucceifor,  and  imprifoned 
another ;  who  having  made  his  efcape  fought  the  prote£^ion  of  the 
Sicques.  Plealed  in  having  obtained  (o  favourable  a  pretext  for 
entering  Jumbo,  which  they  attempted  in  vain  during  the  admini*  ' 
ftration  of  Runzeid  Deve,  the  Sicques  promifed  to  efpoufe  the 
fugitive's  caufe  with  vigour.  A  fmall  fum  had  been  annually  ex<> 
a£led  by  them  from  Jumbo,  but  in  a  much  lefs  proportion  than 
what  was  levied  in  the  adjacent  territories.  The  Sicques,  indeed^ 
aware  of  the  refpe^table  date  of  the  Jumbo  force,  and  the  abilitj 

*  The  foutth  Punjab  rivtr  from  the  eaftwardf 

of 
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of  the  diief^  were  contented  with  the  name  of  tribute.  The  moft 
valuable  divifion  of  the  Juinbo  diftrifts,  lay  in  the  plj^in  country, 
formiiig  part  of  the  northern  Punjab  5  which,  under  pretence  of 
affording  affiftance  to  the  perfon  who  lately  fought  then'  protec- 
tion, a  body  of  Sicques  have  laid  wafte.  They  are  now  profe- 
cuting  a  vigorous  war  againft  the  prcfent  chief,  who  through  the 
defedlion  of  many  of  his  people,  driven  by  oppreflions  to  the 
party  of  his  brother,  became  unable  to  make  any  efFeftual  ftand  ; 
and  that  his  ill  fortune  might  be  complete,  he  called  into  his  aid, 
a  party  of  Sicque  mercenaries,  commanded  by  Mhah  Sing,  a  pow- 
erful  officer  in  that  quarter,  who  has  firmly  eftabUfhed  his  aa^ 
thority  at  Jumbo,  and  has  erefted  a  fort  at  the  fouth  entrance 
of  the  principal  pafs  leading  into  the  Punjab.  For  defraying  the 
expence  incurred  by  jthe  Sicque  troops,  the  Jumbo  chief  has  made 
ligorous  demands  on  the  native  inhabitants  of  the  city,  and.  is  now 
throwing  an  eye  on  the  foreign  merchant? ;  who,  dreading  his 
difpofition  and  neceflities,  have  taken  a  general  alarm.  It  was 
with  much  pleafure  I  faw  the  perfon  on  whom  my  bill  was  drawn, 
a  man  of  a  fair  and  honourable  charadter,  enjoying,  amidft  thefe 
diforders,  a  moderate  fecurity.  He  feemcd  to  have  procured  the 
favour  of  Mhah  Sing,  who,  with  other  officers  of  the  party,  fup- 
ported  him  againft  the  defigns  of  the  Rajah,  The  perfon  entrufted 
with  the  government  of  the  town  of  Jumbo,  during  the  abfence  of 
the  chief  then  in  the  field,  was  fo  exaft  a  counterpjirt  of  his  maftcr 
Vol.  L  ,  li  in 
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in  the  fyftem  of  oppreffion,  that  I  ^as  advifed  to  a  fpeedy  depax-- 
ture^  left  I  fhould  fall  under  an  infpedion.  Though  much  fa-» 
tigued  by  an  barrafiing  journey,  and  the  fale  of  my  horfe,  with 
other  neceifary  concerns,  was  to  be  adjufted,  iwch  was^  the  afcen* 
dency  of  my  fears^  that  on  the  i6tb  of  the  month,  I  was  ready  to 
proceed. 

In  laying  before  you  theie  fcattered  pieces  of  intelligence^  I 
muffc  not  forget  to  notice,  that  the  coortezan^  and  female  dancers 
of  the  Punjab  and  KaOimire,  or  rather  a  mixed  breed  of  both  theie 
countries,  are  beautiful  women,  and  are  held  in  g^eat  eftimation 
through  all  the  nortliem  parts  of  India :  the  merchants  eftabli(hed 
at  Jumbo,  often  become  (o  fondly  attached  to  a  dancing  giil,  that, 
negleftiog  their  occupation,  they  have  been  known  to  diffipate,  at 
her  will,  the  whole  oi  their  property  5  and  I  have  feen  Ibme  of  them 
Tieduced  to  a  fubiiftence  on  charity  -,  for  thefe  girls,  in  the  manner 
of  their  profefiion,  are  profufe  and  rapacious* 

Mv  Kaftimirian  hoft,  who  continued  to  opprefs  me  with  kind- 
aefs,  h^  a  brother  living  in  the  fame  faoiife,  who  was  fo  much 
affli£);ed  with  the  rbeumatifm,  that  he  could  not  ilir  out  of  his 
room.  FoiTening  much  ufeful  information,  with  a  pleafant  focia^ 
ble  tetBper,  I  was  glad  to  be  admitted  to  his  converiation,  which 
equally  amufed  rae,  and  contributed  to  a  knowledge  of  diiis  quarter 
of  India.  He  gave  rae  alfo  fome  direftions  for  my  conduct  in 
Kafiimire,  which  were  deliv^ed  with  aa  air  of  candour,  and  fo 

apparently 
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appartndy  void  of  dcfign,  that  I  Ihould  lia«  befen  ridiculoiifly 
iiccptical  in  iK>t  giving  them  credit.  The  day  before  I  left  Jumbo^ 
he  called  me  into  his  room,  and  in  very  aiFeaioriate  language,  faidi 
^^  My  fmnd,  you  arc  now  about  vifiting  a  country,  whcfe  irtha*- 
**  bitonts  arc  of  a  chara£ber  different  firom  any  you  have  hithtfild 
*'  feen,  and  it  behoves  you  to  be  wary  and  diligent,  for  tbey  tttt 
•^  a  fubtle  and  keen  .  people.  You  muft  particularly  be  on  your 
**  guard  ag^inli  my  brother,  who  is  now  in  that  country,  and 
"  vvilL  probably  endeavour  to  borrow  feme  of  your  money.  Stea- 
**  dily  withftand  his  folicitations,  nor  lend  him  a  rupee ;  for  if  you 
^*  do,  the  money  is  loft.  Make  your  difburfements  only  on  the 
"  delivery  of  the  goods,  and,  however  urgent  he  is,  do  not  make 
"  any  advance."  He  difplayed,  I  thought,  a  Angular  trait  of  ho* 
nefty  in  giving  an  advice  wholly  diverted  of  a  tendency  to  promote 
the  interefts  of  his  family,  at  the  expence  of  fair  dealing. 

Though  the  diftrifts  of  Buddoo  and  Ghinanah  ^  do  not  at 
tl^is  day  form  immediate  appendages  of  Jumbo,  they  are  fo  inti- 
mately dependent  on  its  policy,  that  to  avoid  prolixity,  I  will 
throw  their  limits  into  one  defcription.  This  united  territory  is 
bounded  on  the  north  by  the  river  Chinaun,  which  divides  it 
from  Kiihtewer  5  on  the  eaft  by  independent  Hindoo  diftrifts ; 
on  the  fouth  by  Biffouly ;  and  on  the  weft  by  the  Punjab.  It 
would  be  hazarding  too  hafty  an  aflertion  to  offer  any  fpecific 

*  This  diftrid  lies  to  the  weftvrard  of  Jumbot 

'  112  calculation 
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calculation  of  tH»  Jumbo  revenue,  as  the  larger  moiety  it  pro- 
.duced  by  import  and  export  duties,  which  are  now  in  a  fiu£)^u. 
ating  ftate,  and  have  been  diminifhing  Ance  the  acceflion  of  the 
prefent  chief}  but  the  current  information  of  the  country,  dates 
the  ordinary  receipt  at  five  lacks  of  rupees,  exclufive  of  the  pro- 
duce of  Buddoo  and  Chinanah. 

I  am, 

Dear  Sir, 

Tour's,.  &ci 


LETTER 
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LETTER    XL 


DEAR  SIR, 


T, 


HE  frequent  introduflion  of  the  Sicques 
to  your  notice,  will  have  naturally  excited  a  defire  to  examine  the 
hiftory  of  this  new  and  extraordinary  people,  who  within  a  period 
of  twenty  years,  have  conquered  a  traft  of  country,  extending  in 
certain  direflions  from  the  Ganges  to  the  Indus.     My  knowledge 
of  the  fubjeft  does  not  permit  me  to  deduce,  on  fubftantial  au- 
thority, their  hiftory  from  the  period  in  which  Nanock  their  firft 
inftitutor  and  law-giver  lived,  or  mark  with  an  order  of  dates  the 
progrefs  which  this  people  have  made,  and  the  varying  gradations 
of  their  power,  until  their  attainment  of  their  prefent  ftate  of  na- 
tional importance-    You  who  are  apprized  of  the  futility  of  the 
.documents  which  compofe  the  general  texture  of  Eaftern  record,* 

who 


^  Neither  the  genius  of  the  people  nqr  die  form  of  their  government  is  favountbte 
to  the  growth  of  Hiftory,  which  is  rarely  feen  to  flourifli  on  defpotic  ground.  The 
anions  of  Afiatic  princes  are.ufually  recorded  by  their  own  fcribes ;  ^d  we  know  that 
ai  large  portion  of  the  annals  of  India  was  manufa£tured  under  imperial  infpe&ionw 
It  is,  therefore,  fcarcely  within  the  verge  of  probability,  that  a  writer,  attracted  by  (m 
powerful  an  influence,  wguld  dared  to  have  thrown  the  piercing  light  of  Hiftory  on 
•  '^  the 


who  have  witnefled  the  irrefiftible  tendency  of  an  Afiatic  mind  to 
ftclion,  and  the  produce  of  its  duftile  fancy,  will  grant  me  an  in- 
dulgent fcope,  and  will,  I  trufl",  believe,  that  though  the  body  of 
the  hiflory  be  not  Complete,  fuch  parts  onfy  will  be  noticed,  as  are 
either  founded  on  received  tradition,  or  on  ihofe  legends  which 
have  the  leaft  exceptionable  claims  to  credit. 

Under  flielter  of  this  preliminary,  I  will  proceed  to  inform 
you  that  Nanock,*  the  founder  of  th?  Sicque  nation,  was  bom  in 
the  year  of  the  Chriftian  aera,  1469,  during  the  reign  of  Sultan 
Belouljf-  at  the  village  of  Tulwundy,:]:  about  fixty  miles  to  the 
weftward  of  Lahore.  N^nock  appears  to  have  poffeffed  qualities 
happily  adapted  to  efFe£t  the  inftitutipn  0/  a  nevv  fyftepi  of  religion. 
He  was  inflexibly  juft  ^   he  enjoyed  from  nature  a  commanding 

the  reigning  monarch,  or  even  to  have  examined  with  JTreedom  the  aftions  of  his  an- 
ceflors,  who  haire,  (or  coboce  tbaa  twa  hutxlr^^d  year%  m^ntaintd  an  uhbi^ken  fw6- 
ceflion  of  the  Empire  of  UirylQ/lan.  Odeatal  i()?e<;lu  pregaaot  with  figuro,  aadcar 
pable  of  eJfprcfling  the  wildeft  flights  of  fancy,  dif Jains  the  limits  of  Hiftory.  It  fs 
•better  fitted  to  modulfite  pMtic  ftpains,  an<}  deicribc  ^  wide  region,  of-  romance; 
yvh^v^  it  c^  re^m,  vitKo^t  rcfU^lofi.afid  |;^|f}{}ii^y  wJLthout  tb^ pow^  vf '€pi4i^tip^ 
cxtenfivc  injuries. 

^1  He.  was  oi'A%  ChitUry  or  fiscend  caft  of  ffindoos^  amihacconKng  to  a  fecrej  be- 
lief of  the  Sicques,  a  fpecies  of  fecondary  incarnation  of  the  Supreme  Deity. 

t  A  Patan  king  of  Dehli,  who  reigned  previous  to  Baber's  conqucft  of  Hindoftan. 

X  This  village  is  now  known  by  the  name  of  Rhaypour.  The  terms  given  by  the 
Sicques  to  their  places,  of  woribip,  ztt^Sunghut^  JharmfaUahs  aniDalrhb^  words  fig- 
ntfying,  in  tho^  Hind«ee>  an  aflfemMy  of  the  people,  a  chawtable  of  pious  f6«ndatioil, 
and  a  houf<K  This  laft  «ippeHation  feems  to  be  applicd'in  an  eminent  fenfe,  as  **  thb 
*  bou&/'  TKs  Sicques,  in  commemoration  of  the  place  of  Nano(Jk*s  birth^  havb 
troAed  an  edi&de  ai  Tulwondy,  where  a  graod  feftlval  is  annually  celebrated. 

tlocutionV 
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docation^  and  was  oidowed  With  a  calm  paffivc  fdrtiludet  tvbkb 
focceftftilly  fuppQitod  him  throiigli  the  long  courfe  of  a  dangerous 
•fcupation..  The  tenrts?  of  NaiHock  forbid  the  worfhi{/of  image^^ 
and  orctein  that  the  plates  of  public  prayer  (hall  be  of  plain  con-- 
ilnt<5tion,  and  devoid  of  every  exhibition  of  figure.  A  book,  ent« 
titled  the  Grunth^  which  contains  the  civil  and  religious  ihftitutcs 
df  Nanock;  is  the  oFvly  typical  dbje£k  wfavcb  the  Sicques  have  adk 
itoitted  iilto  th€ir-  pl^bces  of  worifhfp.  lAiftea^d  of  the  inftennicdiatkrfi 
of  Subordinate  deities,  they  are  djrefted  to  addrefs  their  prayer  to 
•fie  God,  >^ho^  witb66t  the  did  of  anry  delegate,  is  xiy  be  confidered 
fhe  una^kted  rol^r  of  the  univerfe.*  Though  many  cffentidl 
^ifl^rences  exi((  between  th^  r^poxa  code  of  tfale  HindoiDs  and  that 
of  the  SkqueSy  a  large  fpaee  of  their  ground-^work  exhibits  ftrong 
features  of  fimikrity.  The  article  indeed  of  tlbe  admiffion  of  pro«< 
ielytes  amongfl  the  Sicques^  has  ca^ifcd  an  eifemial  deviation  frcrnii 
fhe  Hindoo  iyflEemy  and  a'pparentty  levdled  thoie  barriers  vi^ich 
Ivere  conflfru<3ed  by  Brimhrf,  for  the  arrangentent  of  the  different 
t^tiks  and  pFofeffiofi&  ol  li^  pet>ple«  Yet  this  indiftriminate  ad^ 
midion,  bf  tife  quitfliftcafiorus  which  have  been  adopted,  do  nof 
tridelji  itlMnge  cm  the  <tiftoms  and  prgadice^  69  thofe  Hindoos 

'  •' WhUh'  i«  tt  fttfticOA  fhtt  Che^  WdrflUi^  <tf  tte.iUdbob  i^  b^bded  wkb  a  hitfs  of 
Jmertte  ciereiWony,-  amf  6ftcirtime«  condadcNl  witii^a  mdiculotis  grimace^  itwiB«w# 
feem  ftrff)r?zfng  Aat  *  dheed,  fcK«i4e*  011  principle*  cofcidatt*  to  prboiwe.thw  cft>bli&^ 
mtrit  of  a  fimple  uniform  religion,  aHid  prorrtaigatcd  bjr.i  am  of  dcftinguiffiedtiibe  afi4 
exemplary  manners,  fliouW^<Wi#taitprof«ij<e>€Vea-urill«'bi^^  India. 

who 


^5^  FORSTER'S    TRAVELS/ 

who  have  embraced  the  faith  of  the  Sicques;  They  ftill  preferve 
*he  diftinflions  which  originally  marked  their  fefts,  and  perform 
mapy  of  the  ancient  ceremonies  of  their  nation.  They  form  ma-, 
tiimonial  connexions  only  in  their  own  tribes^  and  adhere  impli-*. 
eitly  to  the  rules  prefcribed  by  the  Hindoo  law,  in  the  choice  and. 
preparation  of  their  food.  The  only  aliment  ufed  in  common,  by; 
the  Sicques  at  this  day,  is  the  purfaud^^  or  facred  bread,  from, 
the  participation  of  which  no  tribe  or  clafs'of  their  people  is, 
excluded. 

Few  events  of  hiftorical  importance  are  related  of  Nanock^ 
the  founder  of  this  feft,  who  poffeffing  neither  territory  nor 
wealth,  nor  aided  by  the  force  of  arms^  preached  his  doftrine  itt 
peace,  and  manifefted,  in  the  countries  which  he  vifited,  an  un*, 
afFeXed  fimplicity  of  nianners.  He  journeyed  through  moft  of  the 
kingdoms  in  India,  from  whence,  according  to  the  tradition  of 
the  Sicques,  he  went  into  Perfia  and  Arabia.  In  his  travels,  which 
with  ftiort  intervals  continued  for  the  fpace  of  fifteen  years,  ho 
was  attended  by  a  Mahometan  mufician,  named  Murdana,  who 
became  his  convert,  and  ever  remained  faithfully  attached  to  hia 
perfbn. .  It  is  faid  that  in  one  of  the  expeditions,  of  Baber  -f*  into 

*  The  purfaud  is  laid  to  be  a  compofitlon  of  flour,  butter,  and  certain  Tpices ;  this 
bread  after  being  confecrated  by  the  Bramins,  is  alfo  ufed  by  fome  feds  of  Hindoos  in 
the  ceremony  of  adminiftering  an  oath,  particularly  in  that  quarter  of  the  Orifia  pro«* 
irince,  contiguous  to  the  temple.of  Juggud  Nautt. 

t  Baber  defeated  the  Patan  King  of  Hindoftan,  in  A*  D«  1526. 

India^ 


rORSTEft'S    TRAVELS.  is7 

imlia,  Nanock  having  been  apprehended  by  fome  of  tTie  ibldiers, 
was  brought,  befwe  that  prince,  who  informed  of  the  fanflity  of 
his  charader^  treated  him  with  refpeft  and  indulgence.  As  ncf 
fArords  of  the  Moghul  Empire  bear  a  teftimony  of  the  exiflence  of 
this  {eSt  during  the  period  in  which  Nanock  lived,  it  cannot  he 
liippoied .  that  his  converts  were  numerous  or  powerful.  Nanock, 
according  to  the  Sicque  records,  died  in  the  month  of  Augufl-, 
A.  D.'  15399  aged  feventy  years,  at  Dayrah,  a  village  on  the  banks  of 
the  Rawee,  about  forty  miles  to  the  northward  of  Lahore^  where 
a  vail;  concourfe  of  people  annually  aflemble,  to  perform  certain 
ceremonies  in  commemoration  of  the  day  of  his  deceafe.  .Nanock, 
though  he  had  two  ions,  devolved  the  charge  of  the  miffion  to  his; 
favourite  diidple  Anghut^*  a  Hindoo  of  the  Chittery  tribe,  to 
i?hom.he  alio  entnifted  the  publication  >t*  of  the  laws  and  preceptf 
of  his  do£brine.  Anghut,  who  fcems  to  have  pafled  his  time  in 
retirement,  died  about  the  year  1542,  at  the  town  of  Khadour,:(: 
the  place  of  his  nativity*  He  was  fucceeded  by  Ammerdafs,  a 
native  of  the  Lahore  diftrifh,  who  propagated  the  new  doflriner 
jirlthout  moleftation,  and  died  in  the  year  15741  at  the  village  of 


♦  Nanock  changed  the  original  name  of  his  fucceflbr,  which  was  Lina. 

t  The  religious  and  hiftorical  writings  of  die  Sicques,  are  written  in  a  cbaraAer 
called  the  Gooro^  Mho^ka^  or  the  language  of  the  Go^roos^  or  prieds.  This  letter. 
Which  is  faid  to  have  been  invented  by  Nanock,  differs  from  the  various  charaiSers  in 
Vfe  among  the  Hindoos. 

i  A  village  in  the  Punjab^  about  forty  miles  to  the  eaft  ward  of  Lahore. 

Vol.  L  Kk  Govindual.* 
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Govindaat^    Ramdai9,f  wHo  bad  efpaiufed  the  dao^ter  o£  d» 

laft  preceptor  of  th^  Sicques,  wa$  then  chofcn  the  reprefentathre 

#f  their  k€\.    This  prkft  lived  in  the  reign  of  Acbar,  and,  ac- 

tordii>g  to  the  tradition  of  the  Skqaes,  experienced  fome  majrks  tii 

that  empecor's  favour.     Retiring  in  the  latter  part  of  his  fife  to 

a  fmall  diftri6V|  in  the  vicimty  of  Lahore^  which  Acfaar  had 

granted  to  himj  he  fburtded  the  town  of  Ramdaflpour.    He  re* 

paired  aKb  and  ornattiented  a  refenrotr  of  water»  which  had:  in  an^ 

cierit  times  b^[en  d^tcated  at  that  place  bj  t&e  Hindoos  to  theif 

Cod  Ram^  and  to  which  he  now  gavedsc  naonrof  jf)Borttr.iSrr.} 

Ramdais  ixyade  al.  ootnpttation  of  the  faiftory  andpncqpts  of  hia 

f  redecefibf  s»  and  annexing  kts  own  coinmentaries,  ordained  that 

Jm  difciples  IKould  form  tfaic  principles  of  their  faitb  on  the  doc^ 

trine  &t  forth  in  the  joiitt  coUe£lk>nw    Ramdafir  dkA  at  tbe'town 

lie  had  founded  about  the  year  1581^  and  was  fudceeded  by  lite 

fon  Aijun^  who  having  ioacttrred  the  di^kaibre  of  a  Hindoo  |}  fa^ 

yonred  by  Jehangnir^  was  cocmnttted  l^  that  prince  to  the  perfe« 

cation  of  His  enemy ;  and  hisdeath>  which- happened  in.  the  year 

)i$o6»  at  L^diore,  was  eao^  it  is  iaid  by^  the  rigour  of  confine** 


^  Situate  on  the  Bya%  the  kconi  Piif^;ib  riverfirom  the  catftwarcU    * 

t  T"his  Gooroo  was  born  in  the  city  of  Lahore* 

%  At  the  diftance  of  twenty  four  miles  from  Lahore.. 

§  yimruty  according  to  the  mythology  of  the  Huidoos,  is  a  water  faid  to  beftew 
immortality  on  thofe  whQ  drink  it  -,  and  Sir^  in  certain  dialefls^  tbe  liiaiuce^  %oii« 
fies  a  piece  of  water. 

I  Named  Chaundoo» 

iacnt. 


PORyrEH'S  -TRAVELS  ts9 

iaabit'.  The  fiiotdfion  devolved  en  iHurrgovind,  hi»  oflly  ron> 
who  a^nated  bif  ranags^  for  the  cruelties  exerci^  on'  his  father; 
fand- ftrongly  lu(^>ciited  by  the  enthufiaAic  valour  of  his  adHtrentSk 
^  dhi§ged.  the'  Hindoo-  hom  his  boofe,  though  within  thi^walll 
of  l;ahore>  and  put  him  to  iteoth.  Fearing  the  effi^s  of  tfa( 
empecor's  <U;^tea&rre,.  Hiin^vind  ^ed  (o  Hurtarpour,  a  village 
founded  by  his  father,  wikene  he  cotle£))ed  an  arjned  body  for  the 
defence  of  Ims  pd-fon,  and  according  to  the  recoKdi  of  the  nation, 
l^fetRied  a  iorot  that  Jehinguir  had  isBlt  %o  pi!ini{h  his  rc^Uion. 
•But  the  vem  of  incongrnoijis  ftory  which  runs  througk  the  at- 
iMeveaientB  «f  this  4iiilftaiit  ffitSty  precludes  the  derivatiMm  of 
«ny  ^«xtenfive  hiftorical  «iie.  -The.onty  paflage  defernng  a  ferioas 
notion  fiBpfsefents,  -thsit  an  dffioer  of  Jehanguir^  nattied  Mahobut 
lUiim^  dfed»d  the- Stc^oe^s  fiibmil^dn  to  the  emperor,  who  or- 
ated hansrio  ^  injinfoatd  in  the  lout  of  Godior  t  but  that  after 
A  fluMi  ootifoieinentt  ihe  en»,  at  dae  inteiveiSoti  of  Mahobut  Khoou 
Jfst  at  libetty.  It  is  notfeen  that  HuiTgovind^fturbed  the  peace 
of  the  Moghtil  goveraeient  at  a  ^iture  period,  font  paffing  hif 
(days  m  a-rtekife  matMiM-,  lietKed  about  the  year  1644,  at  KhyruN 
{>ow,  a  viUage  in  the  Pui^ab.  The  Sicques  ^onl^Mred  the  <^ee  vf 
piiefthood  OB  Harr ay,  Ae  grattdfea  of  Hurrgovind,  though  foar 
of  their  k»te  preceptor'-s  fens  were  alive.  Ko  cit))er  mentiou  is 
tn&de  cf  Harray,  than  that  he  died  in  die  year  1661  at  Khfnit- 
poor.  At  his  death,  a  violent  conteft  arofe  for  the  fucccffion, 
Whkh  was  dakned  by  the  refpeftWe  adherents  of  his  two  (one, 

K  k  2  Ramroy, 
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Ramrdy  and  Hurkifhen,  then  iii  infancy;  but  nof  beihg^ enaUed 
to  adjuft  their  claims  at  home,  they  appealed  to  the  courts  of  law 
at  Dehli^  where  the  opponents  appeared,  and  iet  forth  their  feveral 
pretentions.  The  caufe  it  is  faid  terminated  in  a  permiflion  being 
granted  to  the  Sicques  to  nominate  their  own  prieft ;  when^  ad-* 
jailing  the  conteft^  they  deded  Hurkiflien,  who  died  at  Dehli  ia 
1664,  a  (hort  tinte  grfter  his  inyeftiturc* . 

HuRKis^HEM  was  fucceeded  by  Tatgh  Bhdbauder,  his  imcle» 
Vfbo  appears  to  have  been  perfecuted  with  inveterate  anunbfity  by 
the  adherents  of  Ramfoy»  who,  fupported  by  foiiie  pecfbna  of  in* 
fluence  at  the/court  of  Aurung&ebe,  an  order  was  obtained  for 
the  impFiib^nteift  dF  the  nevy^  prieft.  .  Tai^  Bhahauder,  after  ro^ 
tfioim^g  in  fcofifiinement  at  Dehli  for  the  fpace  of  two-years^  vrm 
xeha&d  at  the  intr^ly  ^f  Jay  Sing^  the  .ppwei^l  chief  of  Jaynar' 
ghur^  who  wa$  attii^r  time  proci^edyb&g  to  Bengal  on  the  fervice  of 
j;overnment»  The  Sicqise  accompanied  U^  patron  to  Bengal^ 
whence  he  returned  to  the  city  of  P^na,  which  became  bis  nfual 
place  of  abode.  The  records  of  the  Sijcques.iay  that  R^ittrQy  fHU 
^aiatam^d  a  claim  to  the  prkfthpod,  and  that  after  a  loi^i  &ries 
^virulent  periecution^  he  accomrpliihed  the^^rtt6lion  of  Taigh 
Bhahauder,  who  was  conveyed  to  Dehli  by  an  order  of  Court,  and 
jti  the  year  1675,.  publickly  put  ta  death.  The  formal  execution 
of  a  perfon,  againfl  whom,  the  Sicques  fay,  no  criminal  charge 
was  exhibited,  is  fo  repugnant  to  the  chara6ler  and  the  a£lions  of 
Aurungzebe^  that  we  are  involuntarily  led  ta  charge  the  Skques 

of 
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of  a  wilful  mifheprefentation  of  fa6^8,  injurious  to  the  memory  of 
&e  prince,  and  extravagantly  partial  to  the  caufe  of  their  prieft* 
No  document  for  the  elucidation  of  this  paflag^  appearing  in  any 
of  the. memoirs  of  Hindoftan  that  have  reached  my  knowledge,.! 
am  prevented  from  difcovering  the  quality  of  the  crime  which  fub« 
j^fled  Taigh  Bhahauder  to  capital  punilbment, 

GoviKD  Sing,  then  a  youths  and  the  only  fon  of  Taigh 
Bhahauder,  was  caUed  to  the  fucceifion  by  the  largeft  portion  of 
the  Sicque's  difciples :  but  the  intelligence  of  his  father's  deaths 
and  dread  <^  a  like  fate,   had  induced  him  to  fiy  from  Patna, 
^btnce  he  xetircd  after  a.&ries  of  various  adventures  into  the  ter^ 
jritory  of ,  Siringnaghun    Though  Goviod  Sing  could  not  then 
liave  reached  his  fifteenth  year,  lie  evinced  many  marks  of  a 
liakighty  and  turbulent  fpirit,  which  was  conTpicuouily  ihewn  in 
lu8  oondu6t  to  the  Siringnaghur  ^hief.    Oo  pretence  of  an  infult 
^Imng  0fiiered>  he  ooUtf^ed  his  pasty,.  w]^ich  amounted  it  is  faid  to 
"Moxa  or  .%e  thoiifand  men,  land  defeated  a  body  of  the  Siringna- 
ghur troops  i   but  .bteiog  worfted  in  ibme  future  action,  or^  acr 
^cording  to  the  amhority'  of  the  Sicque,  obliged  by  an  order  of  the 
cmperpr  to  leave  the  coontry  of  Siringnaghur,,  he  proceeded  .  with 
Ihis  adherents  to  the  Punjab,  where  he  was  hofpitably  *  received 
Iby  a  marauding  Hindoo  chi^f  of  that  quarter*    Endowed  with  ^n 

^  The  '^cpendeQCff s  o£ .  Macluval,  through  which  tHe  river  Sutledge  mns^  were 
^ivea  by  this  Hindoo  to  Govind  Sing,  where  he  founded  certain  villages. 

active 


stdtivt  and  daring  temper,  the  «kque  aflifted  hie  near  affibckte  k 
vaiious  expeditions  againft  the  i^ordering  landholders,  atidofttn 
in  oppofing  the  forces  of  government.  The  predatory  ^ondwft  -eS 
Govmd  Sing  rendering  him  obiiostious  to  the  governor  of  Si^Biffai^ 
he  was  attacked  and  driven  from  his  place  of  refidmoe.  Bsmg 
afterwards  difcovered  amongft  the  hills  in  4iie  nwtbem  paits  ^. 
the  Slrhend  <iiftri6ts,  he  was  b  vigoroufly  preifed  by  the  imperial 
troops,  that  abandoning  His  family  and  tfie6fcs,  he  was  ^compdled 
to  fave  himfeif  by  fpeedy  flight.  Vizier  Kliaii,  the  go^vemor  of 
ftirhend,  fullied  the  reputation  he  hod  aoquipscl  in  tkis  Arviee,  bf 
putting  to  death,  in  cold  blood,  the  two  younger  fbns  of  Ck>?iml 
6iag.  A  fevvpe  vengeance  was  taAcen  for  this  ad  M:*a  fMuiippe* 
riod  by  the  Sicqnes,  who  giving  a  loofe  to  favags  and  indifciimi* 
nate  cruelty,  malTacred  the  Mahometans,  c^  every  agt  and  Im» 
that  fdl  into  t^ir  hands.  After  Us  late  difiUler,  Govind^Sk^^ 
found  a  fecure  retreat  in  the  Lacky  Jung^,*  whidk  its  n^ftiral 
defence,  a  fearcity  of  water,  and  the  valour  of  its  inhabi<fant»,<f' 
had  rendered  at  that  day  impregnable.  Btiit  when  the  Mfehtnftent 
of  government  abated,  he  retw ned  without  nkAeftatkm  to  hie 
former  refidence  in  the  Punjab.  The  Sicques  lay,  he  even  r^ 
ceived  marks  <^  £avour  from  fibahautier  Shah,  who  being  appi*iie4 
of  his  military  abilities,  gave  him  a  diarge  in  fiie  army  wkicli 

*  A  woody  country,  fituate  in  die  nordiern  part  of  Che  Poi^b,  and  fiunoui  for  a 
breed  of  excellent  horfes,  called  the  Jungle  Tazee. 
t  Thejatta. 

marched 
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Qiirched  inf»'the  D«can  to  oppofe  the  febellkm  c^  Rambuchfh.* 
Govind  Sing  was  afiaftn^ted  during  this  expedition  by  a  Patan 
Ipidier,  and  he  died  of  his  wounds  m  170$,  at  the  town  of  Nan- 
def e,-!-  withoot  kaying  any  male'  iSae  -,  and  a  tradition  delivered 
tor  the  Sicquet,  lumiii^  their  priefls  to  the  n(iiiirt)er  of  tent  induced 
tiiem  to  afipoint  no  fuccefior  to  Govind  Sing.  A  Sicqoe  diftipley 
naoacd  Blmda,  whpilad  attended  Govind  Skgto  die  Doean,  came, 
•siter  iks  death  cf,  his  chief,  into' the  Pnojab  ^  yAncrey  daioiingai 
muit  fiviB'hii  late  tatnaeOkm,  he  rai&d  a  fmaU  fdxfS,  and  ill  va- 
les' dtSdtxMf  entefpoMs^  cftaMiAial  the  ahaiafteir  af  a  bnne  but 
4^ttsl  fnlinff  JHlis  Jbcsdica  tt  Ung^  dsew  to  hia  ffandard  the 
mhokt  bod^  &f  the  Sicque  niiioii>  which  had  now  miiAf  deviated 
ftiom  the  fcco^ts  of  thfat  femider.  A  confidence  inthar  Arengthy 
anw^ttW  prdiBnptnoDs  by  the  aMencs  of  die .  eQq>ef or ,  had  made 
than  icafiMiova  iand  dani^  and  the  late  perifle«tionr>  crgel  ami 
enthufiaftic.  6unda>  after  difperfing .  die  parties  of  tbt  leflbr  Mk* 
hodtetan  chief(i»  stttachedthelbrcesW  Vtsier  Khm,  the  governor 
vf-  8irhend»  wtio  k\i  in.  an  ai£ltioii  that  was  fought  with  an  obfti- 
aate  valoar,  but  .mikJ:  in  the  totajl  defeat  of  the  nupeciol  troops^ 
The  Skqnea  expreflfai  £01  extraordinary  jo^  at  thta  viSory,  as  it 
enabled  them,  to  fivtiaite  their  revenge  for  the  death  of  the  iom  dE 
Govind  Sing.    The  wife  of  Vizier  Khan»  with  hts.  children,  and  a 


•  A  brother  of  Bhabauder  Shah. 

t  Nandere  is  lituaie  neat  the  banks  of  .die  Godavcry)  aboui  100  miles  to  the 
-nortii<eaft  of  Hyderabad. 

vaft 
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vaft  multitude  of  the  inhabitants  of  Siihend  were  deftrayed  witK 
every  fpecics  of  wild  fury.  The  mofques  were  overthrown  or  pol- 
luted, and  the  dead,  torn  out  of  their  graves^  were  expoled.to  the 
beads  of  prey.  A  party  of  Sicques  had  at  the  fame  time  penetrated 
the  greater  Duab,  and  feized  on  the  town  and  certain  diftri^  of 
Saharanpour^*  where  they  flaughtered  the  inhabitants,  or  forcibly 
nuule  them  converts  to  the  new  faith.  Bunda^  whohad  ra^dy 
acquired  the  pofleflion  of  an  extenfive  territory^  was  now  deferted 
by  hh  good  fortune.  He  had  croffed  the  river  Satlcdge  with  an 
intention  of  carrying  his  conquefts  to  the  weftward,  but  being 
encountered  l^  Shems  Khan,  an  imperial  offiter  Who  .commanded- 
in  that  quarter,  he  was  repulfed  with  a  great  lofs.  .  The  Sicque^s 
troops  employed  in  the  Duab  expedition,  had  even  approached 
the  vicinity  of  Dehli,  but  they  were  defeated  by  the  forces  of  the 
empire,  and  driven  back  to  the  diftrifts  which  ftill  remained  fub- 
}cQl  to  Bunda. 

Such  was  the  fituation  of  the  Sicques  when  Bhahauder  Shah 
finiihed  the  Decan  campaign,  and  returned  in  the  year  1710  to 
Hindoftan.  Alarmed  at  the  progrefs,  and  irritated  at  the  cruelties 
they  had  exercifed,  he  marched  towards  their  ftations  with  a  de- 
termination to  crufh  the  fe£l:,  and  revenge  the  injuries  that  had 
been  inflicted  on  the  Mahometan  religion.  Sultan  Rouli  Khan,' 
jtne  of  his  principal  officers,  advanced  with  a  divifion  of  the  army, 

t  For  its  fituation,  fee  RcnneU's  map, 

f  and 
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and  encountering  the  Sicqnes  on  the  plains  of  Sirhend,  put  them 
ta.  flight  after  a  bloody  confiift ;  and  a  party  of  the  fugitives  who 
had  taken  refuge  with  Bunda,  in  a  flrong  poft^  were  made  pri- 
foners^  though  not  before  their  chief  had  efcaped.  The  Sicques 
who  furvived  this  difafter,  though  compelled  to  difperfe,  and  their 
chief  to  wander  about  the  country  in  difguife,  were  not  conquered 
in  the  reign  of  Bhahauder  Shah.  The  death  *  of  this  prince  im* 
peded  the  fuccefs  of  an  adtive  purfuit  which  had  been  made  after 
the  vanquished  fe£iaries,  on  whofe  lives  a  price  was  fet.in  every  part 
of  the  empire.  Conformably  tx)  the  order  of  the  laft  priefl/  the 
difciples  of  Nanock  had  permitted  the  growth  of  the  hair  of  the 
head  and  beard.  An  edi£t  was  therefore  iiTued,  compelling  the 
Hindoos  of  every  tribe  to  cut  off  their  hair. 

Jehandar  Shah,*!-  who  fucceeded  to  the  empire,  made  a 
feeble  effort  to  accompliih  the  extirpation  of  the  Sicques,  but  his 
ihort  reign  being  involved  in  an  alternate  feries  of  debauchery,  and 
tumultuous  defence  c^  his  country  againft  the  invafion  of  Furruck 
Sir^  this  people  were  encouraged  to  emerge  from  their  conceal* 
metit,  and  again  take  up  the  fvvord.  In  the  reign  of  Furruck  Sir^j: 
the  Sicques,  who  had  then  coUcfted  a  large  force,  §  were  vigoroufly 
attacked  by  Abdul  Sumet  Khan^  the  governor  of  Lahore,  who 

*  Bhakaudor  Shah  died  about  the  year  17 12. 
t  T  his  Emperor  reigned  ooly  a  few  months* 
*t  Furruck  Sir's  reign  continued  from  1712-3  to  1719. 
§  The  Sicque  forces  amounted,  it  is  faid,  to  20)000  cavalry. 

Vol.  I.  LI  gave 
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gave  them  battle  near  the  fort  t>f  Loghur,*  and  gained  a  decifive 
\i6^ory.  Thofe  who  efcaped  took  ihelter  with  Bunda  in  Lo^^ur^ 
but  being  clofely  invefted,  and  reduced  to  extreme  diftrefs  from 
hunger,  they  furrcndered  at  difcretion*-f  The  captives  were  con-* 
veyed  in  triumph  to  Dehli,  where  being  exhibited  in  an  ignominious 
manner  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  city,  they  met  a  defervtd  £ue,  for 
their  favage  and  often  unprovoked  cruelties.  Yet  they  met  it  with 
an  undaunted  firmnefi^  and  died  amtdft  the  wondering  praiie  cf 
the  poputaee. 

Having  thus  briefly  related  the  origin  of  the  Sicques^t  ^^^  ^ 
chronological  notice  of  their  ten  prieflrs,  and  tlie  ifiue  of  Sundays 
attempt  to  eftablifh  an  independent  dominion^  I  will  interrc^t  Ak 
hiftorical  narrative  at  this  period,  by  a  fummary  defcription  of  cer* 
tatn  domeftic  ordinances  tftabfiftied  by  Nanock  and  his  fucceSbrsJ 
The  perfon  deiirous  of  becoming  a  member  of  the  Sicque  dodrine^ 
is  conducted  into  the  piefence  of  five  or  more  of  their  people,  of 
any  clafs  or  profeffion,  allembled  for  tise  occafion,  when  one  of 
them  pours  into  the  hollow  of  his  hand  a  little  water,  which,  bemg 
touched  by  the  toe  of  each  of  the  Sicques,  the  prdelyte  iwallows^ 


*  Situate  ftbout  one  hundred  mHes  la  the  north-ipieft  of  Labore. 

f  This  event  happened  in  1714. 

X  The  Sicque»  affix  to  their  proper  name  the  word  Sing^  which  fignifying  a  Hon 
in  the  Sanicric  language*  the  ;q;>peIlation  of  'Sing  belongs  properly, to  the  railitary 
order.  The  civil  body  of  the  people,  artisans,  merchants^  and  all  the  lower  clafles^ 
being  denominated  Sicqnesy  or  difciples. 


previoufly 
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prcvioufly  repeating  the  words  **  fFab^  gtwoyee  ka  kbalfah^  iwb 
"  g9$rco;eeiaJuttab.**  After  the  performance  of  this  obligation,  a 
cup  filled  with  fherbet  is  introduced,  out  of  which  he  drinks  five 
times,  and  repeats  at  intervals  the  afore-mentioned  ejaculation. 
At  the  conclufion  of  this  ceremony,  the  convert  is  inftru^ed  in 
the  ufe  of  a  prayer  of  great  length,  in  which  the  religious,  moral« 
and  poKticd  duties  of  a  SicquiC  are  fet  forth,  and  the  obfervance  of 
th^n  enjoined, 

Thb  firft  part  of  the  initiation  oblerved  in  admitting  a  profe* 

lyte,  denotes  the  equality  of  the  followers  of  Nanock,  and  is  defigned 

to  deftroy  that  fsbiic  of  ceremony  and  form,  which  the  Hindoo* 

are  now  taught  to  coniider  as  the  eflential  principle  of  their  rdi- 

^cm :   but  the  purpofe  of  the  Sicque  priefts  in  elevating  the  new 

religion  on  this  fimple  bafe,  has  been  but  partially  executed.    The 

XBilitary  Sicques  peraiit  the  hair  of  the  head  and  heard  to  grow 

long  i  they  ufually  fix  an  iron  bracelet  on  the  left  hand^  and  they 

«re  prohibited  the  ufe  of  tobacco.    Thefe  regulations,  which  were 

probably  inftituted  by  their  law-givers  to  difHnguifh  them  from 

other  nations,  are  now  become  duties  of  a  primary  clafs,  and  ieem  ^ 


*  Thcfe  words,  compolisd  of  Ae  AnUc  «nd  Hindoo  languages,  eonwef  a  heacdic* 
tion  on  the  government  of  the  Skques,  and  on  the  meoMry^f  their  {Nriefts.  The 
Sicques  (aliite  each  other  by  the  expreflhm  fPab  G$^h^  without  any  inclination  of  the 
body,  or  modon  of  the  hand.  The  gorer nment  at  large,  and  Acir  armies,  are  deno- 
minated Haifa  snd  Kbalfajiu 
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almoft  to  form  the  eflcnce  of  their  ereed.*  By  a  law  of  Nanock, 
widows  are  expreflly  forbidden  to  deftroy  themfelves  at  the  deat& 
of  their  huibands,  and  are  permitted  to  renew  the  ceremonies  of 
marriage.  But  fo  ftrong  is  yet  the  adherence  c^  the  Sicques  who 
have  been  converted  from  the  Hindoo  tribes^  to  the  ancient  cuAom« 
of  their  country,  that  many  of  their  women  are  ieea  afeending  the 
funeral  pile ;  nor  are  they  ever  induced  to  enter  a  ieeofid  time  into 
the  connubial  ftate.  The  Sicques,  after  the  manner  of  the  Hio* 
doosy  bury  their  dead ;  and  they  oblige  the  MahoHietaii  converts 
to  adopt  the  like  ufage*  They  hold  a  lamentation  for  the  death  of 
any  perfon  criming),  and  equally  unjuft  as  to  be  afiU^ed  with 
grief  at  the  payment  of  an  equitable  debt,  or  the  furrender  of  ^ 
truft.  Their  belief  of  a  future  ftatefeems  to  correfpond  in  moft 
of  its  parts  with  the  metempfychofis  of  the  Hindoos  *,  and  as  a 
flcetch  of  that  fyftem  has  been  already  glven^  any  further  expkuuk; 
tion  of  it  is  unnetef&ry. 

Th£  Sicque  nation  is  compofed  of  two  diftki^  fe£b>  or  ordera 

*  Tbi»  would  appear  to  be  an  effed  naturally  produced  in  the  minds  of  the  bulk 
of  mankind,  who  eagerly  fix  their  attention  and  their  affections  on  exterior  objefts  ; 
which  having  been  taught  to  behold,  with  fentiments  of  reipcSt  and  religious  enthu- 
fiafm  they  become  fo  ftrongly  attached  to  them,  that  a  portion  of  temporal  welfare, 
with  the  hope  o(  future  happinefs,  feems  among  many  nations  to  depend  on  a  rigorous 
obfervance  of  form*  A  confpicuous  example  of  this  di^Iition  was  evinced  in  the 
rage  which  the  Ruffians  raanifefttd  on  being  obliged  by  Peter  to  (have  their  beards. 
The  prince  perhaps  encountered  lefs  danger  and  difficulty  in  giving  a  new  form  and 
new  manners  to  the  empire,  than  in  accompliihing  that  change  in  the  perfons  of  his 
iubjeds. 

of 
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P^  pfio^Ci  tiiofe  ^ifho  c(»npoie  the  moft  ancient  one  are  denomi- 
Hftted  KJbu_ai^f4bJ*(>BD^  ^dbere»  with  little  deviation,  to  the  inftitu* 
lions.  ^.Nmukik*  and  the  ^ght  fucceediiig  prtcfts ;  in  obedience 
to  wh^chy  the  Khulfdafah  ie6t  areafiially  occupied  in  civil  and  do^ 
tneftic  datieai.  They  cut  off  the  hair  of.  their  heads  and  beards, 
and  iQ  t^ieir  manners  and  appearance,  reii^mbk  the  ordin4cy  cWes 
of.the  .Hio^oop.-f-  j  .:..-.,     . 

r  -  The  modem  order  of  Mie  Sicques,  entitled  Kbaijii,  was  founded 
by  ^oyind  3up|0i  w^<>,  ^^i^iti^g  from  tl^  ordintia^es  of  his  pie^ 
deceiSvs,  jmF^lted^ilfoeg  mYi^fy.  fpint  0.1^8:  adherents,  :jyho& 
Zfl^owT;  ^($Mp3ent  r^Wed;  him  to.  iiylulge  the  b^nt  ^f.ajfie/ce. 
and  turbulent,  temtper,  %(id,t<>.g^ye  fcope  to  an  amhitipn,  n&jturally 
jU^&i^i,froim.  this  po^^  whifh  his  .popularity  had  created..  Go« 
V}9^v39i;.is.i9i^^5«,^yfti^^)ri6^e$l.hi8  feff^ies  from,  the  u&  of  t<^ 
haccO}.9iHl:i9^v[e.if^H^)^n«4  .th^QS  to.  peripit  the  .growth  of  >ttre 
beard,  an^.  the  :hair;  <4  'the  head.' .  Tb?  milittury  divifion  of  the 
people  is  compoied  i^f^tl^  iUtialfa  fe^,  which)  from  a.nativp  harOi- 
nefs  of  feature  ^fyL^h^ic^tiners  of  d^por^ment,  is  cQB^icjuoufly 
difcriminated  froa^jjl^tj^f  ith^:|(hu£)l$^;;a»4  other  c^aile&^of  the 
foreign  converts. 

For  the'fpace  of-  feventy  y^^s  after  the  d^^th  of  Nanock,  the 

-.•;-......    "    •   ■    • .  .•  =  ••'      •     ••■    ••  •       'f* 

*  Kbualafab  conveys  virtuaUy  the  fiiine  meaning  in  the  Arabic^  as  ^halfah^  whicl^ 
fignifies  purty  gtnuinty  Sk. 

t  1  have  been  informed  that  matrimonial  connexions  are  occafionally  founed  be- 
tween  the  Hindoos,  aad-Kfytai^b  Sieves.    ,      .  ' 

growth 
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grovsrth  of  the  Sicques  was*  ilow^  and  tl^r  cbnduft  was  reguktcd 
by  a  temperate  difciietioiv.  But  when  the  Moghul  empire  bad  re^ 
ceived  its  mortal  wound  from  the  conunotions  which  arde  amongft 
the  fons  and  the  grandfom  ci  Aurun^zebe ;  when  it  was  no  iongei^ 
guided  by  the  Ikitfiil  and  vigorous  hand  whidi  had  diffufed  wifdom 
and  fpirit  throughout  its  vaft  machine^  the  difciples  of  Nanock 
ilTued  into  the  field,  and  participated  in  the  varying  fortunes  of  the 
day«  The  rebellions  of  the  diftant  provinces,  and  thefadions 
and  intrigues  of  the  court,  events  which  raiMdly  SoUowed  the  death 
of  Attrungzebe,  gave  a  powerful  aid  to  die  exertiMis  of  die  Sic« 
ques ;  who  improving  the  favourable  occafion,  carried  their  do* 
predatioaS)  even  ih  the  reign  of  Bhafaaader  Shah,  to  the  environs 
of  the  capital*  The  (ituation  *  of  the  country  where  die<io£trine 
of  the  Vieques  had  been  the  mod:  widely  promulgated,  and  where 
they  firft  formed  a  military  body,  contributed  to  »]gment  their 
power,  as  well  as  afford  ihelter  againft  a  fuperior  force  t>f  their 
enemies,  (ki  the  fldrts  of  forefts  and  mountains,  impervious  to 
cavalry,  diey  enjoyed  eXfo  the  benefits  tfifing  from  the  vicinity  of 
an  opulent  populous  territory,  which  at  once  afforded  a  ftore  of 
converts  and  plunder. 

The  Sicqtie  common-wealth  acquired  an  a^ftive  (hengdi  from 
the  fpirit  and  valour  of  Bunda,  who  had  infpired  them  with  a  zeal, 
which  rendered  meritorious  every  a£t  of  cruelty  to  the  enemies  of 

^  lathevidnityof  theftii^iBaootsiiis.  ' 

their 
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tkdr  faith,  and  gave  their  attacks,  until  oppofed  by  the  collected 
force  of  the  empire,  an  irr«fiftible  impuire.  The  Aiccefs  of  this 
fierce  adventurer*  had  allured  to  his  ftandard  a  numerous  body  of 
fso&lyttf, :  ibme  to  obtain  a  prote£H(Mi  ^inft  the  rapacity  <^  the 
Sicque  government,  others  to  take  flielter  from  the  oppr^ons  or 
jnft  deo^and^.c^  therempirc^  wfaaiftmamy  embraced  the  tiew  doc- 
trine, ^rom  the  .bope  of  participating  the  plunider  of  the  Punjab* 
Tbe  lai|^  portioa  of  <^  a>nverts  wt  of  the  tribe  of  Jatts  *  «id 
Gocgers ;  a  pcofde  w]k>  are  chiefly  kea  in  the  northern  parts  <^ 
ladia.  TJbey  amtfiiBeaned  ftilkt)  and  a£Hve  hwAwmdwen,  but ao* 
tMious  for  a  tarbfAitA  and  aeftlefs  leftiper, 

T«i«  defeat  and  death  of  Bimda  effe£icd  a  total  deftradion  of 
tihe  power  of  ^  Skques,  and,  ofteafiWy,  an  extirpation  of  their 
ftfib.  A*  odift  .was  ifiaed  ley  Pusrucfc  Sir,  dtre^iang  that  every 
Sicque  falfing  inMt  Ae-faaods  <tf  his  ciCeera,  fiioakl  on  a  ntfufitt  of 
cnbradng  the  Mahomdan  faith,  he  puCito  the  iWord.  A  valuable 
lewasd  was  alfo  given  by  ^e  aanperoc,  for  ihc  head  of  evnry 
fiicquej  and  fudt  was  tiM  keoi  li»rit.that  ariimatedthe  perftcm* 
tion,  filch  tbe  .fiiccds  of  t^  exections,  that  •the  name  of -a  ^icque 
ao  kmger  ezifbed  in  the  Mogbul  dominton.  Tbofe  who  ftill  ad- 
hered to  iihe  tenets  of  Nianock,  either  fled  iaito  tbe. mountains  at* 
the  head  of  the  Punjab,  or  cut  off  thdr  hair,  and  exteriorly  re> 
nounced  the  fxofeffion  of  their  religion.  ^ 

*  l%e  Klatfdi  Jkqpies.^TQ  kwgdy  wgaated  inm  dMfe  tri^ 

After 
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After  a  period  of  more  than  thirty  years,  the  Ypark  that 
had  lain  concealed  amongft  the  ruins  of  thefebHck  of  Nanock^ 
burft  forth,  and  produced  a  Aanie  which  hath  nevw-beenextitr^ 
guiflied.  It  is  mentioned  that  the  Sic^ue  Tories  appeared-m' arms 
at  the  period  of  Nadir  Shah's  return  frocn  Dchli  ;♦  when  the  Per- 
fikn  army,  encumbered  With  fpotl,  and  regaMllefs  of^ofder,  was  afr^. 
tacked  in  the  rear  by  detached  predatory  parties  of  SicqOe  cavalry,- 
who  occafionally  fell  upon  the  baggage^guards,  and  Squired  a  lat^ 
phmder.  During  the  periods  of  tumult  and  dii^re^,  which  fal- 
lowed the  Perlian,<f*  and  the  firft  Afghan-  inv^lfidn,  the  Sieque4 
emerged  more  confpicuoilfly  from  their  places  of  concealment  $  and 
coUefting  a  numerous  party  of  promifcuoas  adventorers,  thwy^bon 
rofe  into  military  importance.  Even  at  the  low  ebb  to  which  thid 
Sicqads  had  been  reduced  by  tfie.deftmflian  of4lieir  fierce,. die 
death  c^  their  leader,  and  the  profciiptioh  of:  idteir  ^£1,  they:  had 
continued  to  refort  fecretly  to  Aoirut  Sirj-and'as  the  at|ention  ot 
the  empire  became,  at  fubfequentiperidds,  fiiiedon  fub^ds  that 
demanded  an  undivided  forced  the '  Ski^ues  were  hoi  uiolefte^  in 
vifiting  their  favourke  plaae  of  worlhip,  wfiiSh  gradually  rolbc  into 
the  capital  c^  their  narrow  temtory.  Meer.  MunnDo,^  the  go* 
vernor  of  Lahore  in  the  reign  of  Ahmed  Shah,§  alarmed  at  an 

:   1.  .    . 

•  ^739- 

f  From  the  year  1739  to  1746. 

X  The  fon  of  K^ummer  ud  Dein,  the  vizier  of  Mahomet  Shah* 

§  This  prince  fuccocded  co  ttic  empire  ia  1747,  and  was  depofed  in  1753. 

encreaie 
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cncrcafe  of  power,  the  evils  of  which  had  been  already  raanifefted 
fey  the  dcvaftations  of  the  Sicques  in  his  own  country,  made  a 
^gorous  attack  on  them  *,  and  it  is  fuppofed  that  their  force  would 
then  hav^e  been  annihilated,  had  not  this  people  found  a  ftrenu- 
ous  advocate  in  his  minifter  Korah  Mul,  who  was  himieif  of  the 
Khualafah  fecV,  and  diverted  Mcer  Munnpo  from  reaping  the  full 
fruits  of  the  fuperiority  he  had  gained. 

Ad  IN  A  Beg  Khan,  an  officer  in  the  fervice  of  Meer  Mun- 
noo,  had  been  font  with  an  army  into  the  centre  of  the  Sicque  dif- 
trifls,  which  he  over-run ;  and,  encountering  their  army  fome 
time  in  the  year  1749,  had  defeated  it  with  great  flaughter.*  A 
permanent  accommodation  was  ultimately  efFefted  through  the 
mediation  of  Korah  Mul,  between  the  Sicques  and  the  governor 
of  Lahore,  who  being  engaged  in  operations  that  led  to  more  in- 
terefting  objefts,  the  Sicques  were  left  at  liberty  to  acquire  ftrength, 
and  enlarge  thdr  territory,  which  extended  from  the  vicinity  of 
Lahore,  to  the  foot  of  the  mountains.  Whilft  Korah  Mul  lived, 
his  influence  over  the  Sicques  confined  them  to  their  own  limit,  and 
reft  rained  their  depredations.  But  the  death  of  this  officer,  who 
was  flain  •f  in  an  action  fought  with  the  Afghans,  and  the  tumult 
which  arofe  at  the  deceafe  of  Munnoo,  J  from  the  various  compc- 

*  This  aAion  was  fought  near  the  village  of  Mackavaul,  in  the  northern  diftridb 
•f  the  Punjab. 

t  The  death  of  Korah  Mul  happened  in  the  year  1751. 
%  Meer  Munnoo  di^d  in  the  year  1752, 

Vol.  I.  "Mm  titors 
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titors  to  the  government  of  Lahore,  enabled  the  Slcques  to  fix  the 
bafis  of  a  power,  which,  though  feverely  (haken  at  a  fubiequent 
period,  has  raifed  them  from  a  lawlefs  banditti  to  the  rank  of  fo** 
vereigns  of  an  extenfive  dominion.  The  eharm  which  had  fo 
powerfully  operated  in  augmenting  and  confolidating  the  fpacious 
empire  of  the  Indian  Moghuls,  and  had  in  the  eaftern  world  pro- 
claimed it  invincible,  was  now  broken ;  and  a  wide  theatre  was 
opened,  in  which  every  band  of  bold  adventurers  had  an  ample 
fcope  to  €xerci(e  their  courage,  and  where  the  mod  alluring  ob* 
je£h  were  held  out  to  the  grafp  of  ambition  and  avarice.  The 
fouthern  territories  had  been  difmembered  from  the  empire ;  and 
the  Perfians  and  Afghans,  the  Mahratfcas  and  the  Sicques,  had 
feverally  plundered  and  1^  waile  the  northern  provinces,  and  the 
capital. 

After  the  death  of  Meer  Munnoo,  and  a  rapid  fucceffion  of 
fleeting  govemorf^,  the  government  of  Lahore  devolved  on  Adina 
Beg  Khan  i^  and  the  court  of  Dehli,  in  oppofition  to  the  arrange- 
ments of  the  Duranny  Ahmed  Shah,  who  had  annexed  the  Lahore 
province  to  his  dominion,  avowedly  fupported  the  power  which 
Adina  Beg  had  aflfumed  in  the  Punjab.  The  courage  and  military 
experience  of  this  officer  found  an  a6tive  employment  in  curbii^ 
the  turbulent  and  rapacious  fpirit  of  the  Sicques :  but  aware  of  the 
advantages  that  would  arife  from  a  confederacy  with  a  people  wKofe 

•  The  o£ker  who  defeated  the  Sicques  at  the  battle  of  Macktvuil. 
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depredations,  accompanied  with  every  fpecies  of  rapine,  could  not 
be  prevented  without  continued  warfare,  Adina  Beg  made  an  al- 
liance with  the  Sicques,  founded  on  a  fcheme  of  combined  hoftili- 
ties  againft  the  Afghans,  whofe  territories  *  he  invited  them  to 
lay  wafte,  without  requiring  participation  of  the  booty-  Every 
infringement  of  the  compa6t  being  feverdy  relented  by  Adina  Beg, 
the  Sicques  were  rarely  fecn  interrupting  the  peace  of  his  govern- 
ment. 

Th2  court  of  Debli,  having  by  intrigue  and  occafional  military 
aids,  zealoufly  contributed  to  promote  the  fuccefles  of  the  Lahore 
chief,  Ahmed  Shah  brought  an  army  in  the  year  1756  into  India, 
to  recover  the  pofTeffion  of  the  Punjab,  and  to  puniih  Ghaze-od- 
Dien,  the  minifter  of  Alumguir  the  Second,  who  had  affumed  an 
abfolute  authority  in  the  capital.  Adina  Beg,  an  a6live  fupporter 
of  the  minifter's  interefts,  which  were  clofely  united  with  his  own, 
not  having  a  fufficient  force  to  meet  Ahmed  Shah  Duranny  in  the 
field,  fled  into  the  adjacent  mountains,  where  he  remained  in  con- 
cealment until  the  departure  of  the  Afghan  prince  to  his  nwthcrtl 
dominions. 

In  the  year  1757,  or  1758,  a  numerous  army  of  Mahrattas,*!* 

M  m  2  after 


*  The  Afghans  were  at  that  time  poflefled  of  a  tra£l  of  country,  reaching  from 
the  Chinnaun  river  to  the  Indus. 

t  They  had  been  invited  into  Hindoftan  by  Ghaze*ud-Dien,  to  fupport  an  ad« 
miniftration  wjiich  was  detefted  by  the  people,  and  oppofed  by  a  party  at  court.     Had 

not 


276  FORSTER'S    TRAVELS, 

after  fubduing  the  adjacent  territory,'  arrived  in  the  city  of  Debit, 
where  their  chiefs  affumed  an  abfolute  fway.  >^dina  Beg,  aware  of 
the  benefits  of  an  alliance  with  the  Mahrattas,  reprefented  to  their 
chiefs,  that  the  Punjab  garrifons^  weakened  by  tlK  departure  of 
Ahmed  Shah,  would  fall  an  eafy  conqueft  to  their  arms,  which  he 
offered  to  reinforce  with  his  party,  and  tbe  influence  he  poiTefled 
in  that  quarter.  The  Mahratta  army  moved  without  delay  into 
the  Punjab,  and,  expelling  the  Afghans  from  Sirhend  and  Lahore, 
reduced  to  their  power  a  tVAd:  of  country  that  extended  to  the 
river  Jaylum.*  National  commotions  calling  the  principal  Mak- 
ratta  officers  into  the  Decan,  they  appointed  Adina  Beg  Khan, 
who  had  largely  promoted  their  fuccefs,  the  governor  of  Lahore : 
but  he  died  early  in  the  following  year^  at  an  advanced  age^ 
highly  celebrated  in  Upper  India  for  his  military  and  political 
talents. 

The  Sicques,  awed  by  the  fuperiour  power  of  the  Mahrattas, 
and  fearful  of  incurring  the  refentment  of  Adina  Beg,  had  not 
during  his  government,  carried  their  depredations  into  the  low 
country.  In  the  courfe  of  the  feveral  expeditions  which  the  Af- 
ghans made  into  India  under  Ahmed  Shah,  they  were  feverely 
harrafied  by  the  Sicques,  who  cut  off  many  of  their  detached  par- 

not  the  arms  of  Ahmed  Shah  the  Duranny  prevailed  over  the  Mahrattas  at  the  battle 
c»f  Pannifixtty  it  is  probable  that  the  Mahometan  power  would  have  been  extinguifhcd 
in  India. 

f  The  fifth  Punjab  river  from  the  caftwaid. 

ties 


FORSTER'S    TRAVEW.  '  277 

tks ;  and  evinced^  in  the  various  fchemes  of  annoying  the  Afghana> 
an  indbfaligable  intrepidity. 

•  Ahmsd  Shah,  having  in  conjunction  with  the  Mahometan 
diiefs  of  Hindpftan,  routed  the  combined  forces  of  the  Hindoos  at 
the  battle  of  Pannifrctt,  in  the  beginning  of  the  y eat  1761,  and 
driven  the  Mahrattas  from  the  northern  provinces,  meditated  a 
fuU  revenge  on  the  Sscques ;  who,  during  a  fmall  interv^il  of  his 
abftnce,  had  in  the  latter  end  of  the  fame  year,  feized  on  the  largeil 
divifion  of  the  Lahore  province.  Early  iii  the  year  1762,  he  en* 
tered  the  Punjab,  which  he  over*run  with  a  numerous  army,  dif^ 
perfing  the  Sicques  wherever  they  appeared,  and  difFufing  a  ge- 
neral terror  by  the  havock  which  marked  his  invafion.  The 
Afghan  foon  became  pofl^fled  of  all  the  low  country,  and  the 
^ques'dUfmayed  at  his  rapid  fuccefs,  and  the  cruelties  exercifed 
by  his  fierce  foldiery,  abandoned  the  plains,  and  fought  a  fhelter 
wth  their  families  in  the^lkirts  of  the  mountains.  A  large  party 
of  Sicques  had  retired  towaitts  the  northern  diftrifls*  of  Sirhend, 
which  being  more  than  an  hundred  milts  diftant  from  Lahore^ 
the  ftation  of  the  Afghan  army,  they  were  not  apprehenfive 
of  any  immediate  attack.  But  the  motions  and  onfet  of  Ahmed 
Shah  were  equally  rapid  and  dreadful.  He  fellfuddenly  on  thf^ 
body  in  February    1762,   having  marched  from  Lahore. in  lefs 

*  The  villages  of  Goojerv^  and  Bafl^our,   were  at  that  time  their  common 
places  of  refuge. 

than 
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than  two  days,  and  cut  to  pieces,  it  is  faid,  twenty-five  thou-> 
fand  of  their  cavalry.  The  Sicques,  in  their  day  of  fuccefs^  havifi^ 
defiled  and  deftroyed  the  mofques  and  other  facred  places  of  the 
Mahometans,  compelling  alfo  many  of  them  to  embrace  the  faith 
of  Nanock,  now  felt  the  favage  vengeance  of  their  enemieSi 
Amrut  Sir  was  rafed  to  the  ground,  ahd  the  facred  watesrs  choaked 
up  with*  its  ruins.  Pyramids  were  tredted,  and  covered  with  the 
lieadsbf  flaughtered  Sicques  s  and  it  is  mentioned,  that  Ahmed  Shah 
caufed  the  walls  x>f  the  principal  mofques  which  had  been  polluted 
by  the  Sicques  to  be  waflied  with  dieir  blood,  that  the  continiina^ 
tion  might  be  removed,'  and  the  ignominy  offered  to  the  religion 
of  Mahomet,  expiated.  Yet  ihefe  examples  of  ferocious  rigou* 
did  not  quell  the  native  courage  of  the  Sicques,  who  ftill  continue 
to  iflue  from  their  faftnefles,  to  hover  on  the  rear  of  the  Afghan 
armies,  and  to  cut  off  their  fcattered  parties. 

Ahmed  Shah,  in  the  c!ofe  of  the  year  1762,  returned  into 
Afghaniflan,  which  being  compofed  of  provinces  recently  con- 
quered or  acquir^,  and  inhabited  by  a  warlike  fierce  people,  de* 
manded  a  vigilant  perfonal  attention.  A  body  of  his  troops,  com- 
manded by  an  officer  of  diftinguifhed  rank,  had  been  ftationed  in 
the  Lahore  territory,  and  in  the  capital,  which  was  ftrongly  gar- 
rifoned.  But  foon  after  the  march  of  Ahmed  Shah,  the  Sicques 
were  feen  defcencting  from  their  various  holds  on  the  Punjab,  which 
they  rapidly  laid  wafte,  ^id  after  feveral  defultory  a6lions,  in  which 
the  Afghans  were  defeated,  they  befieged,  and  what  fe6ms  extraor- 

dinary^ 
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^Hoftry^  tiwy  took  Out  city  of  Lahore }  where  wildJly  Indulging  the 
Mtnity  that  had  never  ceafed  to  inflame  them  againd  thefe  ievere 
^ui^es.  of  their  oatioD,  they  icommitted  yiqlent  outrages.  The 
toofques.  that  ha4  been  reboik  or  revered  to  uie  by  the  Mabo* 
netaos,  wens  demoliflied  with, every  mark  of  eOotein^  and in-r 
4%aation ;  and  the  Afghani »  in  chains,  washed  the  foundtticms 
with  the  blood  of  hogs.  They  were  aUb  competed  tQ«ncav9te 
ibc  refervoir  at.  Amrat  Sir>  wbieh  in  the  precediiig  yeiir  they  had 
£Ued  up.  The  Sicques,  howevnv  keenly  a^iiaited  by  lefentmeot, 
iet  a  bound  to  the  impulfe  of  reirenge }  and  though:  the  Afghan 
snaflacft  and  petfecution  rauft  havie  been  deeply  imprinted  on 
ihetr  minds,  they  did  mt,  it  i$  ^id»  defti?oy  one  priToner  in  cold 
Uood. 

Tut  records  of  the  Sicquea  give  a  relation  of  a  battle  fought 
<^th  the  Afj^ians,  previoofly  to  the  capture  of  Lahore :  but  as 
its  affeiited  iflue  does  not  correfp<Mad.-(with  the  feries  of  fuccefs, 
wfaidi  con^euoudy  in  India  acconpamed  the  Afji^ian  arms  under 
Ahmed  Sfaflb,  or  ftand  fupported  by  any  coltatiR'al  jproof  to  which 
I  have  had  acccfsy  I  am.  ncdeiiaiily  led  to  doubt  fome  parts  of  the 
Sicque*8  rdation.    This  event  is  faid  to  have  happened  in  October 
1762^  when  the  )coIte£bd  body  of  the  Bicqoe  nation,  amounting  to 
?fixty  thoufand  cavalry,  had  fbroned  a  }un£hion  at  theruihs  of  Amrut 
Sir,  for  the  purpofe  of  performing  fome  appointed  ceremony,  and 
where  they  refoWed,  expefling  the  attack)  to  pledge  their  national 
exiftence  on  die  event  of  a  battle.     Ahmed  Shah,  at  tliat  time  en- 
camped 


i8o  FORSTER^S    TRAVELS. 

camped  at  Lahore,   marched  with  a  ftrong  force  to  Amrut  Sir,^ 

and  immediately  engaged  the  Sicques  ;  who,  rouied  hy  the  fiuy  of 

a  defperate  revenge^  in  £ght  alio  of  the  ground  facred  to  the 

founders  of  their  religion^  whofe  monuments  had  been  deftroyed 

by  the  enemy  they  were  then  to  combat,  difplayed,  daring  a  bloody 

contcft,   which  lafted  from  the  morning  until  night,  an  enthofi« 

aftic  and  fierce  rCourage,  whidi  ultimately  forced  Ahmed  Shah  t» 

dram^vtf  his  army  and- retire  with  precipitation  to  Lahore*    The 

Sicqoes,  it  is  alio  iaid,  purfoed  the  enemy  to  that  city,  which  they 

took  after  a  ihort  fi^  i  and  that  Ahmed  Shaln  having  made  his 

efcape  before  the  furrender,  eroded  the  Indus.     Any  {MX^bability  of 

this  event  can  only  be  reconciled  by  a  fuppc^tipn,  that  the  army 

of  Ahmed  Shah  had  fuffered  fome  extraordinary  reduftious,  prel- 

Viouily  to  the  period  in  which  this  occurrence*!*  is  &id  tohave 

happened*    Without  a  further  difcuffion  of  this  clouded  faA,  we 

will  proceed  to  tiie  common  annals  of  the  day,  whereit  i8:ibea 

that  the  Duraqny  returned  into  the  Punjab^  in  the  autumn  of 

17639  when  he  retook  Lahore,  and  agsun  drove  the  Sicques  from 

the  low  country.    The  fuccefles  of  this  prince,  though  decided  at 

the  moment,  were  not  followed  by  either  a  betiefit  to  hiiiifelf  or 

to  the  country  he  conquered ;  and  could  be  only  trated  by  (laugh* 

ter  and  rapine ;  for  in  the  courfe  <^  the  foUowiog  year»  during  his 

*  This  place  is  about  forty  mQes  to  the  weftward  of  Lahore. 

t  A  total  eclipfc  of  the  fun  is  faid  to  have  happened  on  the  day  of  aAion* 

fliort 
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fliort  abfence^  the  Sicques  ravaged  the  Punjab,  expelled  the  Af- 
ghan garrifons,  and  purfued  their  fortune  with  fo  vigorous  a  ra- 
pidity, that  during  tho  year  1764,  they  had  over-run,  and  feized 
on,  an  extent  of  territory  reaching  from  the  borders  of  the  Indus 
to  the  diftrias  of.  Dehli* 

Ahmed  Shah,  in  the  three  following  years,  continued  to 
maitttain  a  defultory  war  with  the  Sicques  j  but  pofTefOng  no  trea- 
fure  in  India,  fearing  alfo  the  effefts  of  a  remote  refidence  from 
hit  native  dominion,  he  muft  have  at  length  fhrunk  from  the  dif- 
ficulties of  conquering  a  atimerous  people,  who  when  driven  from 
the  plains,  poflefi^  icnpenetrable  retreats  in  forefts  and  rnoun* 
tains  I  and,  what  was  mo»  dreadful  to  their  enemies,  an  in>HindbIe 
courage. 

After  the  year  1767,  the  period  of  his  laft  campaign  in 
India,  Ahmed  Shah,  feems  to  have  wholly  relinquiftied  the  defign 
of  fubduing  the<  Punjab,  The  isicques  now  became  the  ruleifs  dT 
a  large  country,  in  every  part  of  which  they  eftablifhed  an  undi* 
•irided  authority,  and  raifed  in  it  the  folid  ftru6lure  of  a  religion, 
in  the  propagation  and  defence  of  which,  their  perfevering  valour 
merit  a  common  applaufe; 

TiMUR  Shah,  the  reignang  prince  of  Afghaniftan,  the  fon  of 
Ahmed  Shah,  had  made  war  on  the  Sicques  with  various  fuccefs. 
During  the  interval  of  his  laft  campaign  in  India,  he  wrefted  from 
Aem  the  city,  with  a  large  divifion  of  the  province  of  Moultan  3 
which  the  Sicques,  contrary  to  the  fpirit  of  their  national  eh*. 
Vol.  L  N  n  racier, 
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jra£ler,  evacuated  after  a  weak  refiftanee;  This  fiirrender  tiiaght  oft 
the  firft  view  be  termed  pufillaniinous^  efpeeially  wben  the  inztSdv* 
difpofitlon  of  Timur  is  coafidered ;  Isut  it  faoAs  to  hate  boen  » 
natural  confequenee  of  tbeir  eternal  divifi<Miis»  and  the  feari  enter* 
tained  by  the  body  at  large,  of  the  encroaie  of  individaat  ptmren 
The  domiujons  of  the  ^ques,  vthoQt  tknics  are  evser  in  a  ftate  of 
fluctuation,  was,  in  the  year  1782,  ibbwndedon  the  aortfi  by  the 
ch»n  of  mountains  that  extend  in  m  oJhlif«e  line  acroTs  the  head 
of  the  Ponjab}  on  the  eaft  by  the  pofle0i4n»  «f  dw ^mp^ror  and 
his  vfficers,  ^ich  reach  to  Panaifrett  and  Kunwanls  on  lim  fouithr 
eaft  by  the  Agra<^ftii£ts »  on  the  finith  hfMcttltao ;  and  on  the 
weft  hy  ibc  Indus,  except  wh^ns  the  town  and  tndependmcies  dT 
Attock,  and  fome  petty  chiefships»  are  interfperfed. 
r  Tim  Sicques  have  reduced  the  largeft  portion  of  the  territory 
of  Zabkah  Khan,  leaving  hiim  little  more  than  tlie  fort  of  Ghoas 
Ghnr,  with  a  very  limited  domiun  inits  vicini^.  This^iief,  the 
dqienerate  Ion  of  Nsgeb^ud^Dowlab,  has  made  no  vigorous  ^ort: 
M  Itts  defence;  but  tlwdob^  to  iooiik  then),  and  divert  thdr  e»> 
•cromi^MBamtSt  alTumed  the  name  of  a  Sicque,  and  oAeaftbly,  it 
is  (aid,  became  a  convert  to  the  f^th  of  Nano(;|c*  jk  is  90tfcem 
that  he  derived  any  benefit  from  has  apoftacyi  for  at 'the  period  of 
my  journey  through  the  Duab,  the  Sicques  wfere  invefting  Ua  f<frt> 

/ 

/ 

^  Duroi  Sing,  was  the  name  taken  by  Zabltah  Khan.  He  was  fucceoded  by  hi» 
fon  Gholam  Bhahauder,  in  17859  who«  though  an  a£tive  foklier,  and  refpeAed  by  the 
Sicques,  is  not  emancipated  from  their  power. 

and 
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Md  lie  was  wduc^d  to  the  <kfper»te  alteroative  of  calHng  iii  a  body 
of  thetr  mercenaries  to  has  affiftAiM». 

In  the  Ixguulisig  of  the  year  17^3,  a  party  of  Skques  tra- 
verfing  the  Ghotis  GUur  diftridts,  aj^roached  the  Ganges,  where 
it  forms  the  weftem  limit  of  Rohilcund,  with  an  intention  of 
firoffing  the  river,  and  invading  the  country  of  the  vizier.  Being 
0t  that  time  in  Rohilcund,  I  witneiTed  the  terror  and  general 
alann  which  prevailed  amongft  the  inhabitants,  who,  deferting 
the  open  ctMmtry,  had  retired  into  forts  and  places  inacceffible  to 
cavalry.  Hie  Sicqnes,  peronving  tfaedifficultyof  pafiingariver 
m  the  £att  of  the  vixier's  troo|>s,  which  were  pofted  on  the 
eaftem  bank,  receded  fnmi  thor  purpoie.  This  hQ:  has  foeea 
iadducoi  to  ihew  that  the  SicqtKs  command,  an  uninterrupted 
pttfiiige  to  the  Ganges.* 

Thus  have  I  laid  before  you,  according  to  the  moUt  fiibflantial 
authorities  that  I  could  obtain,  the  origin  of  the  Sioques ;  their 
firft  territorial  eftabliflinieot,  and  the  outlines  o£  the  progrefs  they 
nade,  iii  exten^ng  a  fpadous.  dominion,  and  confolidating  the 
f)OW^  which  they  at  diis  day  poflefs.  We  have  ieen  this  people, 
at  two  different  periods,  combating  the  force  ofthe  Mbghul  emi> 
pire,  and  fo  ieverely  d^refied  by  its  fuperior  ihvngth,  that  the 
exigence  of  thar  fed  wfs  bniught  to  the  edge.of  annihilatieoi. 

*  The  Sieque  forces  aflemblsd  again  in  the  bcgbining  of  the  yfi^  1785)  when  tbejr 
entered  the  province  of  Rohilcund,  and  having  laid  it  wa(le,  for  the  fpace  of  one 
iHuidred  miles,  thejr  returned  aimioleAed.  '.    .    .  ■ 

N  n  a  T]ie 


484  FORStER'S    TRAVELS. 

The  Afghan  war  involved  them  in  a  fcries  of  ftill  more  grieved 
calamity;  as  they  had  then  laid  the  foundation  of  a  growing 
power,  and  more  fenfibly  felt  the  ravages  of  a  formidable  foe. 
They  were  driven  fiom  the  ian6tuary  of  their  t^igion/  and  perfei 
cuted  with  a  rage  whidi  feemed  to  keep  pace  with  the  encreafing 
ftrength  and  inveteracy  of  thdr  enemy  :  yet  wc  have  fecn,  that  in 
the  lowed  ebb  of  fortune,  they  retained  the  fpirit  of  refource^ 
that  they  boldly  feized  on  every  hold  which  offered  fupport ; 
and,  by  an  invincible  perfeverance,  that  thdy  ultimately  rofc  fu- 
perior  in  a  conteft  with  the  mbft  potent  prince  of  his  age^ 
Grand  auxiliary  caufes  operated  alfo  in  the  fcMtnation  and  final 
eftablifliment  of  the  Stcques'  dominion*  It  hath  already  been 
noticed,  that  the  firft  efforts  of  this  people  commenced  bX  a 
time  when  the  Moghul  empire  loft  its  energy  and  vigour ;  when 
inteftine  commotions,  the  intrigues  of  a  luxurious  court,  and  the 
defection  of  diftant  govemors>  had  promoted  the  increafe  of  in^ 
dividual  interefts,.  and  a  common  relaxation  of  allegiance. 

The  decifive  fuperiority  obtained  over  the  Sicques,  by  Meer 
.Mimnoo,  would,  we  muft  befieve,  with  a  judicious  application  of 
its  ufes,,  have  removed  to  a  farther  diftance  the  rank  which  this 
ftate  now  maintains  in  Hindoftan.  To  develope  the  a£):tons  of 
men,  with  wbofe  hiftory  we  are  trivially  acquainted,  would  be  JTa^ 
bricating  too  refined  a  fyftem  of  fpeculation  j  nor  would  I  now 
inveftigate  fo  obfcure  a  fubje6i^^  were  it  not  to  generally  obferve, 
that  the  prcfervation  of  the  Sicques  &om  the  effects  of  Meer 

Munnoo'a 
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Mannqo^s  fapcefii^  ;appears  to.haire.been  larg^y  promoted  by  the 
ioterfin£noe.:Qf  his  minifter  Khofab  Mul»  who  being*  himself  a 
.Sicque,  natunilly  becaiQc  atniily:advoc!ateof  the  fe.£ti  ^nd  who, 
it  is  faid,  completed  his  afceiidan^y  oyer  the.  Mahometan^  by  a 
confiderable  donadoa.  But  the  difttd^ted  itate  of  Ahmed  ^Shah*s 
^Afghan  and.Pexfiaa  daminiony.  w^oh  urgently  called  on  a  per- 
£mal  adouivftrationi  {i^ordteiittlwi6i«qt«es  the  moft  favoiirable  oo- 
iafions  of  accompUihiog  the  conqiwft  of  the  Punjab ;  and  it  is 
probable,  that»  had  the  Afghan. pqnoe  been  enabled  to  prolong 
his  campaigns  in  Hindoftan,  th^tSiirques  .would  not»  during  his 
life,  have  attained,  any  eitenfive  degree  of  national  coniequence. 

I  FIND  an  embarraffment  in  applying  a  diilin^t  term  to  the 

form  of  the  Sicque  government^  which,  on  the  firfl  view,  bears  an 

iqppeanmce  of  ariftocracyj   but  a  ciofer  examination  difcovers  a 

laige  vein  of  popular  power  branching  through  many  of  its  parts* 

No  honorary  or  titular  diilinftion  is  .conferred  on  any  member  * 

of  the  ftate,  and  the  chiefs  are  treated  with  a  deference  that  would 

ieem  to  ariie  only  from  the  military  charges  jthey  may  at  the  inftant 

be  invefted  with,  and  froin  a  felf-pieferving  regard  to  the  fubordi* 

nation  neoeflarily  inquired  in  conducing  an  armed  body.    Though 

orders  are  iflued  in  a  Sicque  army,  and  a  fpecies  of  obedience  ob« 

jferved,  punilhmsnts  are  rarely  infli£ied  ^   and  the  chiefs^  who 

•  The  pofterity  of  the  ten  priefls  arc  occaiionBUy  denominated  pnrgadahy  that  i^ 
^eibeodaDts  of  a  AuaIi  or  prophet. 

r  ,  often 
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^ten  cmnflHffid.  parties  of  not  nme  than  fifty  Aien,  haaf^WBuagi^ 
touSi  its  motions  are.tuauitiioosandirrqpalar.'  lAmeqvafity  dF 
jrank  is  muatained  kt  Aat  dvilJKncty,  wkkh  ik>  da£i  of: men, 
liovwver  wealthy  or  powerfo},  is  foffered  to  break  down.  At  the 
periods  when  general  coundls  of  the  nation  isere  convened,  which 
confifted  of  the  army  at  laiige,  emry  niomber  had  ^  privilege  of 
delivering  his  opinion;  and  d»mi^rit)t,  itit  £ud^  decided. oA 
the  Ihbjeft  in  debate.  Tlie  Khal&h  Sicqnes,  even  of  the  loweft 
order,  are  tturbuknt  ^cofle,  and  poflefe  a  haughtinds  of  dqiort- 
ment  which,  in  the  common  occitroences  of  life;  iMsoliarly  marks 
their  charafter.  Examples  of  this  di^ofitipal  have  jnyfiblf  vnU 
hdStdt  and  one  of  th»i  I  think  merits  a  diftind  notice.  In  tra- 
velling through  the  Siringuaghur  country,  our  party  was  joined. by 
a  Sicque  horleman,  and  being defiroiis. of  pcocuririg his acqiiaia> 
tance,  I  (hidioufly  offered  him  the  various  attentions  jwhich^moi 
obferve  to  thofe  they  court.  But  the  Sicque  receivie^  my  advances 
with  a  fixed  referve  and  difiiain,  giving  me,  hovvever,>  no  individual 
caule  of  oSSence  s  .for  his  deportment  to  the  other paiflBngers  wak 
not  lefs  contemptuous.  His  anfwer,  when  I  aik^.  him  the  name 
of  his  chief,  was  wholly  conformable  to  the  obiervatioiis  I  had 
made  of  his  nation.  He  told  me  (in  a  tone  of  voice,  and  with 
an  expreflion  of  countenance,  which  feemedtorevoh:  at  tlfie.idei 
of  fervitude)  that  he  difilained  an  earthly  fuperiour,  and  acknow-^ 
kdged  no  other  mafter  than  his  prophet ! 

The  civil  and  military  government  of  the  Sicqqes,  before  a 

common 


<«0)|loff:ilite^.1iRd  cedU  to  aduate  its  operations,  was  eon^ 
doi^ed  ]^:  geaei;^  and  iunited  afiembiies,  whkh  prefided  over  the 
4iffitf9l|t ,  defwttmeiits  .of  the  ftate.  The  grand  convention,  called 
i»  ;tj}^  lenffoagt-Otaan/Bttar  was  that  in  which  the  army  met  ta 
tf  miai^  t\»  moans  inyottant  afiairs  of  Ae  nation  %  as  the  deetar*- 
tion .  of.  war  or  pcace»  foimm^  idlianoes,  and  deta<^ng  parties  on 
tl^  (ktfm  of  tba  yaar,  Tha  anouot  of  the  contributions  levied 
one  th(&  iiuUic  acconht  was  rq)Dcted  to  this  aflcmbly,  and  ^wided 
MMMg  the.  due6,.  pinpactionabii)r  to  tlie  number  of  their  troops. 
T^hey  weve  at  the  &nie  time  obliged  to  diftribute  a  certi^  (haie  of 
^t^$  pwpnrtjT  to  ihcar  iiddiers,  who,  on  any  caufe  of  diflatisfac- 
ttDHy  ttifde  no  faefitadon  in  cputting  Adr  icrvice,  and  fdlowing  a 
move  pof^ular  Isader.  Subordinate  officers  were  eftabUfhed  for  re- 
feting  t]b^goti^aIcDri!eJjpond«Me  of  the  (late,  and  for  providing 
WWrU^Q  ilbres.; .  amiitlio  adminiftmtion  of  ecclefiaftieal  afHurs  was 
efllMBip:cd  |o  a  certain:  ifbciety  oi  f^UgevIe,  compofed  chiefly  of  the 
^sfiiendatitt  Jot  lileir  of  iginal  priefts/  but  they  did  not  poflefs  any 
influence  in  .the  tempesil  ir^^tion  of  &e  Aate.  Theie  were  the 
pnnoipai  jDidiaanctt  ena6(ed  by  the  firft  chiefs,  when  the  people 
veBe.  imifpd^'.aad  a^ommon  otyeft-  governed  their  public  con- 
diaft. .  The  doniaicms  o^  the  Sttcques,'  new  widely  extended,  have 
bceh.&set  i^lbaidfd  into  nutiirerous  '<ftates,  which  purfud  an  inde- 
ptadenf.  isi^veft,  -without  a  regard  to  general  policy.  '  The  grand 
aflembly  is  now  rarely  fummoned,  nor  have  the  Sicques,  fince  the 
Afghan  war,  been  embarked  in  any  united  caufe. 

Their 


.    Thbir  miUtary  force  may  befad  tDYonfift  ^^^tialty  of  Ci^ 
yalrys   for  though  fome  artiileiy  is  mainlwxied,  it  is  auxwardly 
i|ianage(i>  at)4  its  u&a  ill  JUiiderlh)od ;.  and  thi^ 
low  eflirneti^nj  ufually  g^rifdn  the  ^SyOnd^^ia]^  onployed  in  the 
isean^r  4uties  of:  tlie  kryicc.^   A  Sicqxie  faorfeman  is  warmed  vritb 
a  matchlock  and  fabre  of  excellent  metal/,  and  his  horfe  is  ftrong 
and  well  f^rn^d*    In  this  matter  I  fpeak  .from  a  pei^bnal  know- 
ledge, having  in  the  courfeof  my  journey  fien  two  of  their  par- 
ties, each  of  which  amounted  to  about  two  handled -horfemen. 
They  were  clothed  in   white  vefts^*  aiid  their  arms  w««e  pre^ 
ferved  in  good  order:    the  accoutrements,  confifting  of  priming 
horns  and  ammunition  pouches,  were  chiefly  covemd  witfi  r£o- 
ropean  fcarlet  cloth,  and  ornamented  with  gold  lace».  .The{>re- 
diledion  of  the  Sicques  for  the'm^ch*Iack  mufquet,  and  the 
conftant  ufe  they  m^ike  of  it,  cauTes  >a  ^fietence  in  tfaeir  man* 
oer  of  attack  ir^  that  of  any  Other  Bi^ian  cavalry^f  -a'patty, 
from  forty  to  ^fty,  advance  in  a  qmck  pace!  to  die  diftanee  of 
a  carabine  f|iot  from  the  enemy,  and'tluby  ^tthe  fire- may 
^  given  w^th  the  greater  q^rtainty,   the  horibs  aiie  4lnwii  tip; 
and   their  pieces   difcharged  j  when,   fpeedily '.  nstidng^  aboot  a 
hundred  paces,  they  load,  and  repeat  die  fame  mode  of  annex- 
ing the  enemy.    The  horfes  have  been  fo  experdy  trained  to 
the  performance  of  this  operation,  .that  on  receivii^  a  ftnoke  of 

•  A  Jong  calico  gown,  having  a  dofe  body  and  Hcevet,  with  a  white  Hurt. 

the 
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the  Kand^  thejr  ftop  from  a  full  career.  But  it  is  not  by  this 
mode,  of  combat  that  the  Sicques  have  become  a  formklable 
peofde«  Thdr  fuccefles  and  conquefts  have  largely  originated- 
from. an  a6iivity  ui^iaralleled  by  oihtv  Indian  nations^  from 
thdr « endurance  of  exceilive  fatigue,  and  a  keen  refentment  of 
iDJories*  The  perional  endowments  of  the  Sicqu^  are  derived 
from  A  .teii^>eran9e.  of  diet,  and  a  forbearance  from  many  of 
thple  ieofual  pleafares^  wj^ich  have  enervated  the  Indian  Mafao^* 
metans.  .A  body  of  thdr  cavalry  has  been  known  to  make 
marches,  of  forty  or.  fifty  miles^  and  to  continue  the  exertion 
for  many  iucccflive  days*  •» 

The  forces  ^of  this  nation  muft  be  numerous,  though  I  am- 
net  poflfiiTed  of  amy  fubftantial  document  for  afcertaining  the^ 
amount.  A  Sicque  will  confidently  fay,  that  his  country  can 
fumiAi  •  thrse  hundred  thouiand  cavalry>  and>  to  authenticate  the^ 

aflertipn,   affirms  that  every  perfoh,  holding  even  a  fmall  pi^«» 

t'      -  *  . 

pertyj  is  provided  with  a  horfe,  match-lock,  and  fide^arras.;  But^ 
ID  qualification  of  this  account,  if  we  admit  that -the  Sicques^ 
when  united  can  bring  two  hundred  thoufand  horfe  into  the  fidd, 
their  force  in  cavalry  ia  greater  than  that  of  any  other  ftate  in- 
Hiadoftan.  A  paffage  which  I  extracted  from  a  memoir,*  written 
at  Dehli  in  1777,  exhibits  a  livdy  pifture  of  this  people  ia^ 
their  jnilitary  capacity.     "The  fiicqocs,"   it  rcpefcnts,    "  arc. 

•  I  believe  it  was  written  by  Colonel  Folier. 

Vol.  I.  O  o         '  ^Mn 


\ 
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*^'  in  general  ftrong  and  vf&[  tnadej  ^ecd(h)me3fiy>mt!idrinninc}r 
"to  the  moft  laborioud  life>  and  hardeft  fare^  the^inalce  tntirche$y 
"  and  nhdergo  farigues  that. Veatly  appear  aBbttidung^  ItTtkelt^ 
"  extuffions  they  cwriy  no  te6ts  or  bagigage,-  exeept,  perhaffe,  a* 
•»  fmall  tent  for  the  principal  .officer:  the  teft'lhdfeftTxcAfclves 
**  under  blanlcets,  which  ferve  them  alfo  in  the  cold  weather  to* 
**-wrap  themfelves  in,  and  whicfai  on  a^ardh,^cdvericli(»r  fedtflesr. 
"  Tlicy  have  commonly  two,  fomc  of  them  three,  liorfes  each^'  of 
•^  th^  ihiddle  fize,  ftrong,  a6trvt,  and  mild  tempered.  '  Thie  pro-* 
*•  viAces  of  Lfkhore  and  Motihaft,  noted  for  i  breed  of  the  bcft^ 
**  horfes  in  Hindo(lan>  afford  them  an  ample  ftxppfy ;  and  indeed^ 
"  they  take  the  greateft  care  to  encreafe  it  by  all  means  in  their 
^  power*  Though  they  make  merry  on  the  demiib  of  any  of  •their 
^*  brethren,  they  mourn  for  the  death  of  a  horfc :  thus  ftiewing 
^  their  love  of  aa  animal  fo  ncccffary  to  them  in  their  profeflibnal' 
••  capacity.  The  food  of  the  Sicques  is  of  the  coarfeft  kind,  and 
*»  fach  as  the  pooreft  people  in  Hiudoftan  ufe  from  neccfSty. 
**  Bread,  baked  in  afhes,  and  foaked  in  a  mafh  made  of  different 
«  forts  of  pulfe,  is  the  bcft  difli,  and  fach  as  they  never  indulge 
**  in  but  when  at  full  leifore  /  otherwife,  vetches  aiid  tares,  haftily 
••  parched^  is  all  they  care  for.  They  abhor  fmoaking  tobacco» 
«'  W  .what  reafbh  I  cannot  difcover  >  but  intoxicate  themfelves 
•*  freely  Ivith  fpirits  of  their  own  country  manufafhire;  •  A  cup 
"  of  the  laft  they  never  fail  taking  after  a  fatigue  at  night.  Their 
'"  drefs  is  extremely  fcanty :  a  pair  of  long  blue  diawers,  and  a 

"  kind 


f ~  kind  of  checlcer^  ,pMM«  '9  p^  of  wldch  h  fattened  round  the 
y  waU^,.  and  tb?-  o^ct  tkrovm  of^t  the  flio\ii(tder,  srtth  a  mean 
ff  turban,  f^rm.thpir  dqtl^ .ftnd.eqiHpa^*  Tliechte£i  aredif- 
|<  t^nguiflied  ;|>y  gearing  ibme*hea^  gold  bracelets  on  their,  wrifts, 
f.^'aiid  ^metim(d' i». rb^H.Of  the  fame' metal boundrroimd  ^r 
**  turbans,  and  by  bdng  mounted  on  better  horfes  :  otherwife,  np 
i^.  ^^^ion  appe^r^'  iiaiongfl! ;  ^teaU  .  THerrchiefi  axe  numerous, 
^;  iome  of; whom  have  Ibe  commaiid often  or  tvirelve  thoufimcl  ca- 
f*  -yalry^a  but  this  '  povreH  ia  x:onfined-  to  a-  finatl;  number,  *  the  iWo 
*\  ftsripr  officers  m^ntainiiigirom  onetotwo  thod£m4,'and'many 
^qcK-jK^HS  than;  twenty  trthirjyhocfils  »:acertad{i  quota^jwhio^ 
f  4S.^rfulHed  by  the,c)uef,.thegreater  part  Being  the  individual 
1'  .iHr9j!ettJf  of  tbeiorfciBcn.'V  .  '.        ;  ,-     . 

.  fjRLoM  ^%intci£]n4cpeisdence.io;inrarUibly'iitfofedemongll 
^lfi|i, . .  their  mutual  ^edottfy,  '.l  and  .>  txj^lom'  ionflitg  terfii$^,  -the 
Sicques  at  this  day  are  feldom  feen  co-operating  in  national  conieert, 
but;a^^uatcfd-by<(lte  iaflaettce  of  ^an'.iddlindual.'ambiiMn,  or  |>nvate 
4>(tC¥#a  they:  poijfue  fUdl  plans. onS^  as'co&cide  with  iheTe  mo^ 
tivesv-  An' eK<U»pfe  of  thter  ^forces  bfingen<^aged'iilop{^fit«sn^ 
tereftst  has  been  pptteed  in  the  cafe  of  Mfaab  S1ng»  who  iuccadireicl 
the  Raj!^  of.-jjvmb^*  agannft  the  Sicque  party,  which  had  -hivede^ 
his  country*.  Befi^re  the  chiefs  of  the  M<>uutaineer«  eOuri'tiy,  at 
the  head  of  the  Punjab,  were  reduced  to  a  tributary  ftate,  fevere 
depredations  weenr  committed  on  tfacoh  by  th«  Sicques,  who  pltjn- 
dered  and  deftroyed  their  habitations,  carried' off  the -cattle,  aiid,  if 

O  o  2  ftrong 
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ftrong  and  well  formed,  the  male  children,  who  were  made  con- 
verts- to  the  faith  of  Nanoek.  But  fince  the  payment  of  a  fixed 
tribute  has  been  Jlipulated,  which  does  not  amount  to  morethati 
five  per  cent,  on  the  revenue,  the  Mountaineers  arc  little  molefted^ 
except  when  the  Sicques  have  been  called  in  to  adjuft  their  domeftic 
quarrels. 

The  txtenfive  and  fertile  territory  of  the  Sicques,  and  their 
attachment  and  application  in  the  midft  of  warfare  to  the  occupa^ 
ticms  of  agriculture,  muft  evidently  produce  a  large  revenue.  The 
diftri^ts  dependant  on  Lahore  in  the  reign  of  Aurungzebe,  pro- 
duced^  according  to  Mr^  Bemier,  a  revenue  of  two  hundred  and 
forty-fix  lacks  and  ninety-five  thoufand  rupees  i  *  and  we  are 
naturally  led  to  fuppofe,  from  the  itlduftrious  fkill  of  the  Sicques 
in  the  various  brafiches  of  cultivation,  diat  lio  great  decrease  of 
that  amount  cdn  have  taken  place  fince  the  Puiijab  has  fallen  into 
their  poiTeflion* 

An  ext^nfive  and  valuable  commerce  is  alio  maintained  in 
their  country,  which  has  been  extended  to  diftant  quarters  of 
Indian  particularly  to  the  provinces  of  Bengal  andBahar,  where 
many  Sicque  merchants  of  opulence  at  tins  time  refide.  The  OmU 
ehund  who  took  fo  a£Hve,  though  unfortunate,  a  (hare  in  the  re- 
volution,, which  the  Englifli  effeded  in  Bengal^  was  a  Sicque  i  zs 


^  Two  millions  four  hundred  and  fixtj-nine  thoufind  five  hundred  pounds  fterliog, 
at  two  (hillings  for  the  rupee. 
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0  his  adopted  ibn^  who  is  now  an  inliabitant  of  Calcutta.  Mer* 
chant$  of  every  nation  or  kQ:^  who  may  introduce  a  traffick  into 
their  territories,  or  are  eftablifhed  under  their  government,  expe- 
rience a  full  protedtion,  and  enjoy  commercial  privileges  in  com- 
mon with  their  own  (ubje6lst  At  the  fame  time  it  muft  be  no<% 
kiced,  that  fuch  immunities  are  granted  only  to  thofe  who  remain 
amoiigft  them,  or  import  wares  for  the  immediate  fupply  of  the 
Skque  markets*  But  the  foreign  traders,  or  even  travellers,  who 
attempt  to  pafs  through  the  Punjab,  are  often  plundered,  and 
ufually  ill-tr^ted.  In  the  event  of  no  moleftation  being  offered 
to  p^ple  of  this  defcription,  the  efcape  is  ever  fpoken  of  with  a 
4egree  of  joyful  furprize,  and  a  thankfgiving  is  offered  to  Provi- 
dence  for  the  Angular  efcape.  This  conduct,  inimical  to  the  pro- 
grefs  of  civilization,  and  an  impediment  to  the  influx  of  wealth, 
proceeds  from  an  extreme  jealoufy  of  ftraqgers,  added  to  a  rapa- 
city of  temper,  which  make  them  averfe  to  the  encouragement  of 
any  fcheme  in  whofe  fuccefe  they  do  not  immediately  participate. 

The  Sicques  are  not  rigorous  in  their  flipulations  with  the 
Mahometan  profdytes,  who,  if  they  abftain  from  beef's  flefti, 
(which  is  held  in  equal  abhorrence  by  the  Sicques  as  by  the  Hin* 
doos),  and  perform  the  more  oftenfible  duties,  as  burning  their, 
dead,  and  preferving  the  hair  of  the  head,  an  indulgent  latitude  is 
granted  in  all  the  other  articles  of  the  creed  of  Nanock.  The 
Mahometans  who  refide  in  the  Punjab  are  fubjedfc  to.occafional  op« 
prcflion,  and  often  to  the  infult  of  the  lower  claffcs  of  the  people ; 

among 
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among  yvkota,  it  h.  not  aft  dncwnmoii  ftaiS&ct  Itt'd^le  ttkr^pJacet 
^  vvorfhij^i  <\>y  throwing  in  tbfe  caitafea  of  bogs  and  otiker  tfai^^s 
l>eld  .ii;Bpure  by  the  MuflHmah.  law:  The  MahpmetaitRtfe.idfi} 
prohibited  from  announcing  thor  ftated  times  of  pi^tyer,  vrhidi, 
conformably  ff>.  their  ulagr>  is  proclaiaaed  in  a  load  tone  o£  voice: 
^  Sic^e  tvho.  in  the  choice  (haU  have  flain  a  vriidshof^  Mqii^f 
l^no^n  t»  (^OBipel  the  firtt  .Mahoowtan  hem.oets.to^itri^'t&'hit 
home  the  hody  of  the  animal;  and^  oafaeitig  imt3ated:iiico.^fli« 
ritjB9  oi  their  rdigion,  the  Sicques  .will  fometines  nqinreJa-Mafcio- 
Vietan  c<my(rt  to  biiKl  on  bis  arm  the  tuflc  of  a  boar,  that  t^  thitf 
%di  oi.  na^onai  impurity,  he  may  the  more  avowedly  tcBafj  «( re- 
onaciationi  and  contempt  of  the  tenets  of  his  former  faith*  •  Thftle 
£a&8  will  fufilciently  xaark  the  haughty  and  infulting  deroeanOT, 
which,  yrlth  fei^dcmtioos*  forms  a  {xxmunent  feature  in  the; 
chara£^r  of  the  military  Sicques ;  but  we  mayalfeaftribe  a'ceit«n 
portion  of  their  feVere  and  contumejidus  treaitment  of  the  Maho- 
metans, to  a  remembraokce  of  recent  injuries.  - 

Thk  difcordant  interefts  which  agitate  the  Sicque  nation,  and 
the  C(Hiftittttionai  gelftiuS  of  tiie  people,  mofk  incapacitate  tfaemy 
during  the  exigence  ai  thefe  caufea,  from  becoming  a  formidiabie 
offenfive  power  s  ndr  are  they  invefted  with*  that  fpedes  of  exitcu*^ 
^ve  ftrength  which  is  neeeffary  to  advance  and  eftabliih  a  diilant 
conqueft.  In  the  defence  and  recovery  of  thnr  country,  the 
Sicques  difplayed  a  courage  of  the  mofl;  obftmate  kind,  and  mani- 
fested a  perfeverance,  under' the  preffure  cf  calaouties,  which  bear 

an 
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an  ami^e  teftimpny  of  native  refource,  when  the  commoa  danger 
had  roufed  them  to  aflion^  and  gave  but  one  impulfe  to  their  fpirit^ 
Should  any  future  caufe  call  forth  the  combined  elSbrts  of  the 
Sicques  to  maintain  the  exigence  of  empire  and  religion,  we  may 
fee  fome  ambitious  chief  led  on  by  his  genius  and  fuccefs,  and» 
aUbrbiog  the  power  of  his  aflbciates,  difplay,  from  the  ruins  p€ 
their  commonwealth,  the  ftandard  of  monarchy.  The  page  of  his- 
tory is  filled  with  the  like  effe£^s,  ipringing  from  the  like  caufes. 
Under  fuch  a  form  of  government,  I  have  little  hefitation  in  fay-- 
ing,  that  the  Sicques  would  be  foon  advanced  to  the  firft  rank 
amongft  the  native  princes  of  Hindoftan  i  and  would  become  a 
terror  to  the  furroundmg  ftates.* 

lam^ 

Dear  Sir, 

Yours,  &c. 


*  Mhadgee  Scindia,  a  Mahtatia  chief,  by  feizing  the  rdics  of  the  Imperial  an* 
tfaority  and  domain,  has  placed  himfelf  in  the  fituation  which  the  Sicques  mud  have 
been  defirous  of  occupying.  This  refoludon  will  naturally  create  a  national  enmity^ 
perhaps  a  conteft,  betiyeen  the  northern  branch  of  the  Mabratta  empke>  and  the 
Sicques* 


LET- 
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LETTER     Xn. 


.      .Kajbmlre^  Aprih  .'s..'j%'^% 
'■'  I>BAR   SIR,      .  .     •     . 

.        '  :        •  -Vi/N.the  lyth^of  Aprii;  I  left  Jumbo ;  and, 

■iaccompaftled  by  ^  Kaflindrian  ierrant^  who  carried  my!  fataggag^ 

"I  reacheiil,  the  ifeaall   village  •  of  Qunihauiab,   aftec  4   painful 

jourriey  od  fool;,  of  =teh  coffes.    A  review  of  my  feei,  too  plainly 

^ew«d'^  i^X.  di^  :had  <not   been  'ppoof'agaihflr/the  fte^  and 

^bdcy'i^ads^'I-  had'^ambeied:<»Ber>. indeed  .'they  jxad  fi^eoed  £> 

^evtfroly;  I^  1>niiils  :-and  ^ooriations,  that 'I  doiild  fcarcely-  walk. 

'.     Having  bpund  up  ^my  feet'  wiih. bandages  foaked  in  oil,  I 

reached,  on  the  18th,  :du»]gh.'  with i  difficulty',  tbe  village  of  Na^ 

•groIah^fiVe  cciflbs. ;  During  tbefe  twailaft.  days,  I  paid,  at  the 

diiferent  coflom-lioufes,  certain  finall  f^e^  of  office^  which  .Were 

not.  autb(»i£ed' charges.;  .but'.beingricnown  to'be.'a  H-F&njg^i*,  and 

•eppacently  in  k;  cobdtfibn'io  Maif  the  d^m)«d*  I  w^s  /^IdoiA 

permitted  to  pafs  a  cuftom-houfe  unmolefted.    Though  the  la- 

cerations  in  my  feet  gave  me  much  pam,  efpecially  at  the  firf}: 

fetting  off,   I  p«rf«ed' iny  journey  in  good  fpirit^,  being  pro- 

•  Vot.  I.  P  p  teded 
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tcfted  by  the  quiet  difpofition  of  the  people,  and  fure  of  pro- 
curing a  good  meal  in  the  evenings,  with  commodious  lodging. 
The  firft  night,  we  were  received  into  a  retail  (hop,  at  Dqik 
fhaulah,  where  I  flept  on  my  large  blanket,  and  fupped  oa 
fome  ipiced  meat  and  bifcuits,  which  my  Jumbo  hoft  had  pro- 
vided: and  at  Nagrolah  we  were  accommodated  by  a  MalK>- 
metaji  family,  who  fupplied  me  with  a  (landing  bed. 

On  the  19th,  at  Luttere — eight  coflcs.  The  latter  part  of 
the  journey  led  me  up  a  high  and  deep  hill,  and  the  fun^  then 
at  its  meridian  height,  had  iaeady  oY^rpowered  me ;  when,  on  a 
fudden,  I  found  myfelf  on  a  fummit,  Yfher^.  feme  chAritabk 
Hindoo  had  ere£t^  a  fmall,  but  a  cooU  buUiling,^  pkfttifalljr 
fupplied  with  pots  of  water.  Under  this  hofpitable  fhade,  I 
was  permitted,  dioc^h  a  Mahotnetans  to  reft  duriog;  tba  6af^ 
and  to  ikep  at  night*  Many  Hindoos  caihe'in  for  the  befteit 
of  the  water  and  fhade,  and  obferving  that  I  was  lame,  the]r 
treated  me  with  an  attentivt  kindnefii,  and  A^nied  with  my 
fifing  v?hen  any  of  their  principal  people  entered. 

I^r  the  number  of  thofe  who  came  to  partdse  of  the  chari^ 
table  ules  o£  this  houfe,  was  a  Mahometan,  who  ^^culating  hta 
Bijmllab.f  l^d  himfelf  down,  withoot  farther  cerenxmy,  in  the 
interior  quarter  of  the  apartment.    A  Hindoo  of  rank,  acconif* 

*  CaHed,  m  the  tmgiiage  of  the  country,  Durmfaffm^  which  fignifics  ^  A  cha^ 
y  ritable  foundation.^ 

t  Aa  Arabick  coaipoud  vrctd^  fignifying  <^  la  the  oaoif  of  God/^ 

paaied 
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panied  by  icveral  attendants^  entered  foon  after,  and  obferving 
that  the  mendicant  had  occupied  the  moft  convenient,  as  well 
t^  honorary  place,  and  that  he  offered  no  mark  of  attention  or 
r^peft,  the  Hindoo  ordered  that  his  chatties,  which  were  heavy, 
(bould  be  thrown  into  the  road.  On  exckdming  againft  this  a£l 
t>f  ge6):ioni  he  was  told,  that  though  the  houfe  was  ereded  for  the 
purpofe  of  common  accommodation,  with  no  view  of  excluding 
tiny  nation  or  feA  3  yet  in  fome  cafes,  as  in  the  prefent,  an  obfer* 
▼ance  of  precedency  and  deference  was  neceflary.  This  anecdote 
wiU  ferve  to  generally  delineate  the  native  difference  betwixt  the 
temper  of  a  Hindoo  and  a  Mahometan.  What  do  you  think 
i¥Ould  have  been  the  reception  of  a  Hindoo,  particularly  of  a  reli- 
gious order,  had  he  come  into  a  karavanferah,  in  a  Mahometan 
country,  and  throw  his  brafs  pot,  his  rice,  or  peafe,  into  an  apart- 
itient  which  Mahometans  had  previoufly  occupied  ?  Could  the 
Hindoo  have  a^fted  with  fuch  indifcretion— his  punifhment  would 
have  hetfK  more  difgraceful  and  fevere  than  deaths  From  long 
pbfervation,  I  can  wkh  confidence  fay,  that  the  Hindoos  are  a  more 
temperate  people^  ^md  much  more  u(eful  in  the  variolic  relations 
of  Itk,  than  any  clafs  of  Malidmetans  thait  have  come  within  my 
knowledge* 

At  the  vicinity  of -Nagrcflafe  commence  the 'diftri^  of  thfc 
Chtnnanee  chief,  a  dependant  on  Jumbo,  who  poffeffes  a  revenue 
of  about  a  lack  of  rupees.  This  chief  does  not  remit  any  tribute 
to  his  fuperior,  but  aflifts  hisi  government  with  a  quota  of  troops 
:     .  P  p  2  in 


in  the  event  of  exigency  j  and  c<?m(orniably  to  this  tiinure  He  non 
fei-ves  in  the  campaign  againft  the  Sicqye^*  ;  _ 

On  the  20th,  at  Chinnanee ;  a  neat  atjdpopv^loQs.to^yny  itUiatC 
on  tlie  brow  of  a  hill }  at  (he  foot  of  which^  on  the  ealhmiiide^ 
runs  a  rapid  Aream  paiTing  \o  the  left.  This  channel  is  pafiisd  by 
means  of  two  flout  fir  beams^  one  of  which  reachet  from  the  ibor« 
to  an  infulated  rock  in  the  centre  of  the  current^  on  which  it  is 
faftened  by  wooden  flakes  i  and  the  other  extends  frorn  this  rock  to 
the  oppofite  bank.  The  velocity  with  which  the  water  was  precis 
pitated,  its  roaring  noife,  and  the  narrow  fhaking  bridge^  gate  fuU 
cccaiion  for  the  ufe  of  my  eye,  and  the  fteadinefs  of  my  bf  ad.  At 
Chinnance,'  I  was  taxed  in  the  fum  of  a  rupee  for  permiflioa  lo 
crois  the  river  Chinnaun»  which  forms  the  wefleni  limit  of  tlus 
chiefship. 

.  *  On  the  aifl^  at  Dumomunjee*— feven  co&a.  A  fev^  fcattered 
houfes^  in  one  of  which  I  was  accommodated  by  a  Kafhmirian  fa- 
mily^ who  had  taken  a  farm  in  that  quarter. ,  The  approach  to 
this  village  leads  through  a  valley^  covered  with  luxuriant  herbage^ 
^nd  interfperfed  with  fbme  of  the  mofl  beautiful  ihrubs  1  ever  faw. 
From  Jumbo  hither,  the  road  tended^  as  nearly  as  I  could  ajfcer- 
ta^n,  to  the  eafl  and  eaft-by-fouth ;  but  from  the  vicinity  of  Du^ 
mpmunjee  it  leads  to  the  north  and  north-by-weft.*. 

o» 


*  Mjr  fervant  informed  me  Azt  robberies  sre  often  committed  in  thefe  parts^  bjr  the 
iohabitaots  of  an  adjacent  difiri£l  >  and  to  aroid  wtuch>  travellers  have  been  induced  to 

»  make 
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I  On  the  «2d,  at  Naufinan— nine  cdffes  :  a  fiiiall  village  in  the 
Kifhtewer  country  j  the  only  independant  Hindoo  territory  I  have 
yet  &son  in  India*  This  day  croifed  the  Chinnaun,  ufually  deno- 
mmated  at  this  place,  from  the  mode  of  croiSng  it,  the  Chickah. 
The  mariner  of  conveying  paflengers  and  all  forts  of  property  over 
this  ftrearn  is  curious,  and  deierves  explanation.  The  Chinnaun 
is  about  feventy  or  eighty  yards  broad,  and,  like  the  rivers  of  this 
part  of  India,  from  the  declivity  of  the  country,  very  rapid.  On 
the  pppoiite  banks  are  fixed  ftrong  wooden  pofts,  of  about  four 
feet  in  height,  on  the  upper  ends  of  which  a  ftout  rope  is  tightly 
extended,  and  is  joined  below  to  a  fmaller  one,  by  hoops  of  twifted 
ofiers,-«In  the  centre  of  the  iinali  rope,  to  which  only  the  hoops 
are  firmly  attached,  hangs  a  vehicle  of  net-work,  for  tlie  convey* 
ance  of  merchandife  and  paflengers,  which  is  fupported  from  the 
main  rope  by  a  wooden  Aider,  in  the  form  and  fize  of  a  bullock's 
yoke,  to  whofe  ends  the  vehicle  is  faftened  i  and  a  fufGdent  length 
of  both  ends  of  the  fmall  rope  permits  it  to  be  landed  on  either 
fide  of  the  river.  It  appears  that  the  feat,  or  as  it  is  termed  in 
this  connty,  the  Chickah,  is  by  mutual  agreement  kept  on  the 
KUhtewer  fide,  during  the  night.  In  defiance  of  my.  pafsport,.  the 
officer  at  the  Chinnanee  limit,  taxed  me  in  ao  additional  fee;  and  I 
mraijs  alfo  compelled  to  buy  my  wapr  through  an  inferior  tribe  of 

• 

make  a  deviatioa  front  the  more  dire£l  tracks  But  I  apprehend  that  the  abrupt  deep- 
nefs  of  fome  of  the  ranges  of  mountains  in  this  quarter,  has  caufed  this  oblique 
dsredion* 

harpies. 
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harpies,  who  infefted  the  water  fide.  Anxious  to  arrive  at  the  end 
of  the  ftage,  being  both  hungry  and  tired,  I  endeavoured  topacify 
their  clamours  }  but  other  demands  were  yet  agaioft  me :  for  tbi^ 
extraordinary  race  of  ferrymen,  having  conveyed  my  fervant  and 
our  little  baggage  over  half  of  the  river,  kept  them  fwingmg  tho-e, 
and  declared  that  they  (hould  be  detained  until  a  fecond  payment 
was  made.  Though  this  impediment  materially  zfk6ted  me,  I 
could  not  reiift  laughing  at  the  aukward  poiition  of  the  unfortU' 
nate  domedic,  who  bawled  out  to  me,  from  his  iladc  ippe,  that 
they  were  a  pack  of  hardened  rogues,  and  that  he  would  rather  be 
kept  hanging  all  night,  than  con(ent  to  give  them  a  farthing  more 
But  the  neceffities  of  my  fituation  coolfid  my  rdfentment,  and 
obliged  me  to  purchale  his  releaie. 

At  Kaulinan,  I  waited  on  a  Mahometan  <^  (bme  di£lin£&m^ 
who  was  travelling  into  Ka(hmire,  and  I  requefted  periniffion  to 
travel  in  his  fuite,  that  I  might  with  more  fucceis,  I  uufqimed 
him,  repel  the  diieaded  attack  of  the  cuftom-houfe  officers }  wbc^ 
fmcc  my  departure  from  Jumbo,  had  extorted  a  larger  Turn  dian 
was  proportioned  to  the  iftate  of  my  finances.  At  the  diftance  of 
every  ten  or  twelve  miles  from  Jumbo  to  the  C^innaun  river,  one 
of  thefe  petty  tyrants  takes  his  (land }  and  on  the  payment  of  a  fti>- 
pulated  Turn  to  the  govemmeht,  collets  the  public  duties,  as  well  as 
enforces  every  fpecies  of  private  exaction  ;  and  fuch  taxes  have  be- 
come  the  more  grievous  to  the  merchant,  by  their  being  equally 
levied  on  the  tranfportation  of  goods  through  a  diAri£V,  as  at  the 

actual 
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actual  place  of  fale.  From  Kaflimire  to  hwkaaw  are  not  leis  than 
thirty  ftations  at  which  a  duty  of  three  and  four  per  cent,  is  levied 
on  every  quality  of  merchandize  :  this  charge,  with  the  expenoes 
neceC&rily  incurred  in  the  courfe  of  a  tedious  and  diftant  land-con- 
veyance, brgely  enhances  the  price  of  ihaols  in  the  lower  part  of 
India.  Zulphucar  Khan,  the  perfon  whom  I  had  addrefled,  rea* 
dily  <^ered  me  affiftance»  and  admitted  me,  without  referve,  into 
his  party.  This  Khan  had  lately  ferved  the  duef  of  Jumbo,  and 
had  been  em{Hoyed  in  iJie  management  (^  a  diftri£t  which  that 
duef  holds  in  Kaflinure.  But  on  the  chaige  of  fome  defirah  the 
Mahometan  was  rtcalled  t  and,  a^ter  undefgdng  a  rigorous  con* 
finement,  as  well  as  ievere  tortures,  the  t&Qi  of  which  had  d&« 
flroyed  his  right  hand;  he  was  penmtted  to  retire  into  Kaflimire, 
where  Us  family  now  refides. 

On  tlie^3d,  we  proceeded,  fix  eofles,  and  halted  on  the  fummit 
of  a  fteq>  and  uninhabited  mountva :  the  air,  in  itfelf  bleak,  was 
made  pdnfuUy  cold  by  the  fall  of  a  heavy  rain,  whidi  did  not 
oeafe  during  the  night.  It  were  aimoft  foperfbous  to  fay,  that  the 
peribn  who  inafces  tins  journ^  fhonld  poffefs  a  ftrong  and  vigorous 
conftitutionv  and  lie  fliould  alio  endeavour  to  cor£ally  wean  himfelf 
ftom  the  d^fire  c^  every  luxury. 

Oh  die  24tb,  at  Hollwdgsin^  a  village  compofed  of  detached 
hamlets— five  cofies.  The  journey  of  this  day  oonfiAed  wholly  <^ 
clambering  over  hills,  and  I  may  add,  reeling  down  them.  The 
prote£tion  of  the  Khan  was  con^icuoufly  manifeftcd  at  this  cnf- 

tom- 
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tonirhoufe,  where!  only  paid  one  quarter  of  a  rupee  s  and  being 
how  confidcred  an  cftabliflied  member  of  his  family,  I  was 
treated  at  our  places  of  halt  with  much  civility,  AH  the  cuftom- 
houfes  on  the  north  fide  of  the  Chinnaun,  are  in  the  hands  of 
KaffamirianSy  who  have  found  in  tlie  Hindoo  diftrifts  a  (aie  and 
profitable  retreat  from  the  oppreflioni  of  their  own  government^ 
The  inhabitants  of  Kiftitewer  are  Hindoos,  though  the  chief  is  a 
Mahometan  3  but  we  may  fuppofe  no  very  rigid  one,  for  either 
be  oc  his  father)  became  a  convert,  to  effe&  Tome  purpofe  with 
the  governor  of  Kafhmire. 

•  On  the  25th,  at  Bannaul^^feven  coflfes.  A  fmall  village,  de« 
pendant  on  KafHmire ;  where  we  were  accommodated  in  a  moique,^ 
the  common  lodging  of  Mahometan  travellers,  in  places  not  fup-« 
plied  with  karavanferahs.  Much  hail  and  rain  having  fallen  this 
day,  the  path,  a -winding  and  narrow  one,  became  fo  (lippery, 
that  our  progrefs  vvas  very  flow  ;  and  my  (hoes,  which  wpre  pur* 
chafed  at  Jumbo,  now  evinced  fo  many  wide  marks  of  difiblu- 
tion,  that  I  was  obliged  to  tye  them  to  my  feet-with  cords.  At 
the  diftance  of  three  coflTes  to  the  fouth-eail  c£  the  village  of  Ban* 
haul,  we  paflkl  the  boundary  of  a  divifibn  of  the  Kaflmilre  ter* 
ritory,  lying  without  the  greater  circle  of  momitains*:.  The  gover- 
nors of  Raflimire  permit  the  fertile  valley  of  Banhaul,'  of  ten  or 
tweke  miles  in  length,  to  remain  uncultivated,  that  it  may  not 

#  It  was  fi^allf  and  built  of  wood* 
•■i...  afford 
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^dford  Adter  or  provifioh  to  the  bordering  HBndoo  ihtes  f  who,  in  ; 
fiohner  periods,  have^.  diron^  this  tVBjR,  apt^Kidied  the  interior 
pafies  of  Xaflimire.  /         -  >  .  * 

On  the  a6th,  at  th*  town  of  Durroo,  or  Surroo,  a'ftation— 
ftven  cofles.    The  firft  part  of  this  road  leads  over  a  mdttntaifi, 
whoitb  afirent  is  computed,  in  a  vrindihg  dneSLion,  at  fix  biles. -' 
On  the  fummit,  then  covered  with  fnow,  except  where  a  ftream 
<^  water  intervenes,  are  feen  the  plains  of  Kafhmire,  extending,  in 
a  long  range,  from  the  fouth*eafl:  to  the  north-weft,  and  exhibiting ' 
a  beautiful  diverlity  ai  landlbape^    The^vtew,  long  a  rare  one  tot 
me,  was  highly  grateful*  and.  excited  a  irain  of  pleafing  ideas, . 
which  l!he  fucoefsful  pfogrefs  of  my  journey  contributed  to  hei^: 
ten,  and  which' I  continued  to  indulge,  until  the  extreme  cliillhefs  of 
the  air  compcdkd  die^o  defceod  into  a  warmer  clima^. 

Ha  V  itf  o'now  brought  you  to  a  near  view  of  this  land  dfipleafure, 
I. am  urged,  that  the  deftripdon  may. be  more  explanatory,  to  call, 
back  your  attention  to  the  t:6un try  and  people  I  hare  lately  vifited/ 
-^-From  Lali  Dpng  io.the  Ganges,  the  fsice  of  the  country  Torms  a: 
dofe  chain  of  woody  m6uhtSins„  and  did  not  one  or  twaiiiiieral)lc 
hamlets  foebly  tnterpofe,  you  viould  pronounce  that  divifioiiof  Si* 
ringnaghur  fitted  only  for  ikic  habitation  of  the  beafts  df  the'fbreil:.' 
Efcpbahts  abound  there,  in  numerous  herds  3  but  are  not  to  be 
fisen,  it  is  faid,  oh  the  vireft  fide  of  the  Junina.  In  the  vicinity  of 
Nhan,  thecountryisinterfperibd  with,  low  hil|s,  andLfrcqumtLy. 
opens  into  exienfive  vallie?  ^  whichliaying,  perhaps^  ever  kdn^waflsei 

Vx>L.  I.  Qjq  are 
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ara  cwei^gQQSfytt  MdtH:  Id4\^:  wood.  From,  thehcec  toi  Belbfj^oBr^.  the 
fcenc.  is  chaogfici:  iota  pjy^^  t)f  lofty  mwintaifis,, whcifi^  liarrovr  breaks; 
barely  ferve  to  difcharge  the  defcending  ftreams.  .  From  BeHafponr, 
fertBe  v^Uics,.  though,  not  wi^»  extemi  toBiflpuly*.  where  the 
cQOiitry  is  agaia  covered  witiii  high  bills^  whicb^  with  little  vadb^ 
turn,  fl:retch:to  jdiCi  limits  of  KaAttmoei  .  The  boundaries.  ofKifli-^ 
tcnrer^  eaccepti  to  the  plaoo  of*  my  entcanco  and  dep^turc^  are  not* 
fpeqfied ;  nor  is  the  aznount  of  the  revenues  *,  an.omif]ion.can(eJ> 
by  my  inability  to  procnre.  any:  fiibflandal  authority.  The  road: 
foom  Lall  Dong  to  K^mire,  is  aficurately.asxould  be  afcestained,. 
from  an  obiervation  of  t&e:  fan*s  oourfe^  tended  generally  to  thr 
north-*  weft^  weft^^north-wclt,  and  weft  bji  north.  ^  excqpt  where  th0 
deviation  is  otherwife  noted.  The  fides  of  the  inhabited  mountajo^ 
produce  wheat,  barley,  and  a  variety  of  the  fmalLgruBS  peculiar  to 
India.  The  cultivated  fpaces  prq^  from  the  body  of  the  hill^  in 
(eparate  flats,  in  the  form  of  a  range  of  femicircular  ftairs :  with.  a. 
broad  bafe  and  a  narrow  fummit.  The  ground^  which  is  fti:cmg 
and  prodadtive,  has  been  propelled,  it  (hould  £bcm^  into  thefe  pro--- 
jeflions  by  the  a6tioa  .of  the  rains,,  whicii  fall  among  thcie  moun^* 
tains  with  great  violence,  from  June  till  06i:ober }  and  is  now  pre- 
fei*ved  in  this  divided  and  level  ftate  by  buttrefles  of  loofe  ftones, 
which  bind  in  the  edge  of  every  Hat*  Rice  is  alfo  cultivated  in  die 
narrow  vallies,  but  not  in  a  great  quantity  s  nor  is  it  the  ufiial  food 
of  the  inhabitants,  who  chiefly  fubfift  on  wheat,  bread,  and  peale 
OKide  into  a  thiick  foup.    From  Nhan^  the  northern  fides  of  the 

'       hiUs 
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Mb  prodtice.&e£r,*  in  great  fdbnt^$  an^  in'thfe^Qamtryiwtvreca 
•Jtqnfao  and  Kaflmxixe^  ^>&tD  many  {sncis,  bbt  i  ds^ivedoifa^ 
•only.  gBMr  on  tiiie  .north  fsLO&p£  thb  maiiiAsans:  I  have  fa/paadf 
«at  my  neadondn-iiheihade  of  a  fptcs^og-vi'MiiWt  odxidi  iiete,  as 
'in  Bdrope,  delights  in  hanj^g  ova:  a  ^eam.  l%e  climate  is  not 
iatamkhkta  fnits  and  ^getables^  Ibdiig'tbb  fast  ^  the  ftr&Ui 
'{kxlafts,  aqd  hot  fofficitnAy  waripi  td  mapiTci  -^le  of  Ii»&i-: 
^tinoigh  the  white  mulberry  imift  be  exccpit(^  n&kii^  at  Jcriidbo, 
is  df  a  large  fize,  and  of  an  exquiifite  flaviodr.  l%c  'viMagea  of  ^he 
•Mtnintnaeeis,  in*  father  didr  hamletr,.  ihukd  genttniHy  ok  <&e  brbttr 
xtf  a  hil]>  and  <ani)ft  <tf  iftom  -fwii;  to  GxlAs  e^ttfiMsA  Mattered 
Siooies  }  which  artcblnit  pf.'roilil^h  ftdnaE)i:^ud'ln  a  clay  icnani, -fOKi 
nfaaliy  fiaet  roofed :  I  iave-alib  feen,  thodg^  npt  often,  floping  roofe 
^;  -veobci  Tfiie  r^noite:  parti  -of  the  fir^  ^ut  in  Itips,  Ibpf^y  the 
icotnnicm  ufts  otf  the  l^p^-lti  aM  ttoploeesrwhsre  that  tree  abocihds  j 
4mt  ^he  me\hod  etf  eaclfiadntgicstiirpeiitine,  of  tat,'  does  not  item 
to  befaiowni  The  natawe&ltff  theieMouYitaaiB  itc  compbledof  ibb 
•diiFeneiit daC(» <tf ' Hinjkbs^  amdU Iktkuolhcr difSimnedofi niajbAM^ 
cxifts  between  thbm  and  thbfeiof  thbibbthtmi^wuibivof  lindU 
itfaan  is  &ea.  attiongft  la  p^ple  whofoc^py  theitigh  aid  i»w. lands 
«>f  the  fimie  country.  Tht  JMrdty  of  wtaltb,'  H^  depreflhig.the 
growth  of  luxury,  has  given  them  a  rude  fimplicity  of  chara6ter, 

I 

♦  That  fpccies  oF  it  called  the'Scote  fir* 
^  Qjl  2  and 
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and  has  impecled  'tbe'  genei^  advfuioeinent  of  xamSlzaldpni'tfuj 
hane.no  ipadous  bbijdingf  for  pdvafeorpul^c  vSe,  nor  in  the  per- 
formance of  religieuff  offices  do  tbey^obferve  ihole.niuiiitcr  or  to- 
fi^ed  ceremoni^  that  are  pradirodliy  tbe'fiaitiicm  Hmdoos.  . 

At  Taullah  Mhokee*  a  fmall  volcani<i  fireiflues  from  the. fide 
-of  a  mountain,  on  which  the^I^indoos  have  taifed  a  temple  that  has 
tloi^beoi  (^cdebrity  andfavcnite  rdbrt  among  the  people  of  the 
Pi!injab.  :  Fore  bong  the  pureft  of  tike  elements,  the  Hindoos^  coo^ 
iider.ir,  as  did  moft  of  the  ancient  Afiiuic  nations,  tbe  fitteft  em;- 
bkm  to  leprefimt  the  Deity^.  Ail  pliaoes  whidi  produce  a  &ibtei>> 
raoeons  flaine  aire  hdd  £icfed  by  the  Hindoos,,  who  da  not  pernut- 
aay  imag^eto  be  placed  n^ar  it ;  bdieving  ihat  other  iymbols  would 
tend  to  fully  the  purity  of  this  repcefentation  :  and  I  have  often  no^ 
ticed^  that  thole  Hindoos  who  are  the  m<^  converiant  in.  the  rites 
of  tiidr  refigioo,  never.  omitted>  at  the  firft  fight  o£  fire  in>  the 
courfe  of  ^  day,  to  ofifer  up  a.  prayer  of  adorataoOb  The  Moont- 
tjbaeers  invariably  {Mdervedthe  beards  andinAead  of  bowing  the 
head  in:  fMutation^  as  i»  Lower  India,  they  embraoe  the  party  ad*- 
ditflbd^  and  incHne  the  head  owr  his  left  (houlder.  The  growth 
of  the  beard  is  encouraged,,  peihaps,  from  a  certain  ferocity  of 
^pofitioft  incident^to  ihdc  fituati(Mi,  and  generally  predominant  iiL 

•  Thi»  word  fignifie»  **  The  mouth  of  the  fliune."    The  place  is  fitoate  eight  qti 
nae  mile*  to  the  nwtbward  of  Nadene^  the  princi|»l  town  in  tbe  Kangnh  country. 

tfafr 
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Ibe  ififpofifio)!  of  Mi^iiiitafiicers,  which  pi«!ii]|Mts  ^epx^  9i:diffia;cnt 
modesr  to:  ihew  a  difdain  and  coitfj^sq>t  foe  the  fofter.maiiiiers  of 
the  jiatives  of  the  low  country..* 

The  UKQfnen  have  the  oli«e  complexion^  are  delicately  (hftped, 
and  evince  a  fteedom.  ia  fhdif  manner,  which,  widiput  a  t^idency 
.to  ioimodefty,  or  c<)ifine£bd  wi(h  the. habits  of  licentioufhefs^  6ems 
the  refult  of  the  common  confidence  repc^ed  in  them  by  the  men  : 
I  have  CfcOi  a  woman  ftop,  though  carrying  a  pot  of  water,  and 
converfe  unrefervedly  with  pafiengers  y  giving  them  aa  information 
of  the  rpad,  or  any  other  ordinary  intelligence^  Th^  drefs  conr 
fids  of  a  pttticoa^^  v^itfa  a  border^  ufually  of  different  colours ;  a 
dofe.  jacket,  covering  half  of  the  w^ift,  and  a  loofe  fiomacher  to 
the  fore  part  of  it,^  whi^h;  reaches  to  the  girdle.  Thek  hmr,.  which 
tfiey  hold  in  as  high  an  eilimadon  as  that  beautiful  appgidage  can 
be  regarded  >y  the  gayeft  females  of  Europe,  is  plaited  with  black 
filk^  or  cotton  firings,  and  falls  down  the  back ;,  oyer  which  they 
Ihrow,  in  a  i^ra^^eful  faihion,  a  veil,  which  feldom  touches,  and  nei* 
ver  wholly  conceals,  the  face.    The  women  of  the  principal  pea- 

*  A  (welling  of  the  exterior  part  of  the  throat,  which  is  afcribed  to  the  noxioyt 
quality  of  the  water,  prevails  among  the  Mountaineers.  As  the  (ame  complaint,  pro« 
eeeding,  -probably,  from  iho  like  caufe,  Is  incident  to  certain 'inhabitants  of  the  Alps 
and  other  mpuntainous  countries  in  Europe,  the  origin  of  it  has,  doubtlefs,  been  fcien* 
tifically  inveftigated  and  explained.  I  will,  therefore,  only  obferve,  that  the  water 
jfiuuig  from  thefe  mountains  is>  impregnated,  from  the  laige  mixture  of  fnow,  with  41 
crude  and  cold  quality  i  and  may  have  acquired  its  alledged  pernicious  property  from 
being  confined  in  channels,  which  the  fliade  of  the  woods  and  the  height  of  the  hills 
preclude  from  a  free  circulation  of  air  and  the  rays  of  the  fun* 
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pk,  in  the  manner  of  the  Mahometans,  arc  kept  in  private  apart- 
ments :  this  pra<5lice,  exifting  m  a  country  ♦  where  little  danger  h 
apprehended  from  foreign  intrufion,  affords  a  belief,  that  the  con- 
cealment of  the  higher  ranks  of  women  has  been  an  e^Etablifhed 
cuftom  of  the  Hindoos,  previoufly  to  the  date  of  the  Mahometan 
conqueft  of  India.    It  was  once  my  opinion,  that  the  Hindoos  had 
fccluded  them  from  the  public  view  that  they  might  not  be  expofed 
to  the  intemperance  of  the  Mahometan  conquerors ;  but  after  per- 
ceiving the  ufage  adopted  amongft  the  fequeftered  Mountaineers, 
and  alfo  amongft  the  various  independent  Mahratta  ftates^  I  am  in- 
duced to  think  that  the  cxclufion  of  women  from  fociety,  prevailed 
in  India  before  the  period  of  the  Afghan  or  Tartar  invafiohs.     At 
the  fame  time,  were  a  conclufion  to  be  drawi}  from  certain  quftoms 
of  the  Hindoos,  now  obfelete,  but  noticed  in  their  hiftory,  I  would 
fay,  that  they  did  not,  in  more  ancient  times,  confine  any  clafs  of 
their  women;  but,  as  their  manners,  from  the  influx  of  wealth, 
and  consequent  luxury^  became  lefs  fimple,  that  the  princes  and 
nobles  of  the  country  produced  the  innovation  from  a  defire  of 
impreffing  the  populace  with  a  greater  refpeft  for  their  families. 
'The  ftory  of  the  incarnations  of  Vyftnow,  and  other  ancient;  le-^ 
geods,  ihews  that  the  Hindoo  women  were  admitted  into  the  af- 
fembly  of  men^  and  often  pofleffed  an  extenfivq  fw^y.     In  the  hif- 
tory pf  their  celebrated  Ram,  who  appears  to  have  been  a  powerful 

*  Mountainous  and  diffipuU  xsf  accefs  to  a  hollile  nitipn* 

foldier. 
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Ibldier,  is  feen  a  paflage  which  ierves  to  iiluftrate  this  pdiitioh)  and 
to  trace  alfo^  to  a  high  fource,  a  mode  of  tryal  formerly  eftablifhed 
in  Europe. 

It  is  neceflary  to  inform  you,  that  Sree  Mun  Narrain j  the  Su- 
fircmc  Deity  of  the  Hindoos,  together  with  his  indivifible  aflbci* 
ates>  Mhah  Letchimy,  and  the  Snake,,  for  the  purpofe  of  corroSting 
certain  evils  which  had  at  that  time  deranged,  our  terreftrial  world, 
found  it  expedient  to  perfonify  human  creatures  :  Narraiti  afTumed 
the  form  of  Ram,  arenowned  foldier ;  Letchimy  became  his  wife, 
under  the  name  of  Scetah  Devee  j  and  the  Snake  was  transformed 
into  the  body  of  Letchimun,  the  brother  and  companion  of  Ram» 
It  is  feeh  that  thefe  perfonages  mixed  freely  in  the  focieties  of  the 
world,  nor  does  any  part  of  the  hiftory  notice  the  retirement  of 
Seetah ;  (he  is,  indeed,  rq)refented  coming  forth  on  every  occafion 
which  could,  with  propriety,  permit  Ae  interference  of  her  fey. 
A  fervicc  of  importance  catling  upon  Ram's  individual  exertion,  he 
coniigned  Seetah  to  the  charge  of  Letchimun  :  the  lady  and  her 
guardian  remained  fbme  time  in  fecurity  and  quiet  s  when  a  famed 
magician,  inftigated  no  doubt,  by  the  devil,  who  is  ever  on  the 
watch  to  draw  aftray  mortals,  particularly  the  female  divifipn  of 
them,  came  that  way,  faw  Seetah,  and  became  violently  enamoured* 
This  fubtle  man,. having  difcovered,  it  is  (uppofed  by  bis  fpells  and 
incantations,  that  the  eyes  of  women  are  the  fooneft  enfnared,  let 
fly,  full  in  the  fight  of  Seetah,  a  bird  of  brilliant  knd  beautiful 
plumage.  This  artifice  had  the  moft  powerful  efFefts  for  the  de- 
luded 
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luded  fittr  one  inftantly  conjured  Letchiraun,  by  every  pledge  Tie^ 
hdd  dear,  by  the  afFe^iofi ,  he  bore  to  her,  by  his  friehdftilp  for ' 
Ram,  to  procure  for  her  the  charming  bird.     Letchimun,  amazed- 
ajid^mach  troubled  at  thi$  entreaty,  endeavoured  to  defcribe  the 
eminent  danger  of  quitting  her  in  fo  perilous  a  fituation,  his  dread: 
of  Ram's  difple^ure  for  the  defeition  of  To  grand  a  truft :  in  (hort, 
he  urged  every  argument  which  a  regard  for  his  own  chara6l:eror 
her  iafety  could  fuggeft.    The  dazzling  hues  of  the  bird  had  fo 
amply  fitted  the  mind'  of  'Seetah;  that  no  (pace  remained'^ or  the 
counfel  of  Letchimun .;  ihe  maft  poiTcfs  this  charming  objeft'of 
her  wifhes,  or  become  the  moft  iniferable  of  ^Yomen•     On  the  re- 
peateddemal  of  Letdiiman  to  gratify  fo  dangerous  a  requeft,  blinded 
by  the  difappointment  of  her  hopes^  and  impelled  by  a  paroxyfrn  of 
ragc^  (he  accufed  him  of  the  defign  of  fedu£tion^  which  (lie  al« 
ledged  to  be  the  reafon  of  his  refuial  to  leave  her.    Letchimun,  how- 
convinced  of  the  inefficacy  of  argument,  and  the  neceYIity  of  ac« 
quiefcence,  went  in  qifeft  of  the  bird  i  but  previoufly  to  his  depar^ 
ture  he  drew  a  magic  cifcle  around  the  fpot  where  Seetah  floods 
and  told  her«  that  within  that  fpace  no  calamity 'could  enter.    Let*- 
chimun  had  do  fooner  .gone;  than  the  plotting  necromancer,  aflTum- 
ing  the  appearance  of  an  old  man,  approached,  with  a  feeble  and 
decrepid  ftep,  the  place  where  Seetah  flood,  and,  through  an  ap« 
parent  excefs  of  weaknefs,  extended  himfelf  on  the  grounds    He 
befbught  her,  in  a  piteous  tone  of  voice,  for  a  little  water  to  ^Uay. 
his  thirA,  and  reftore  his  exhaufted  ftren^th.    The  humane,  but 

ill- 
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^U^fated,  Seetah,  felt  the  force  of  the  old  man's  prayeft  ^d,  with 
a  bofom  overflowing  with  benevolence,  (he  ftepped,  unmindfttl  of 
lier  fafety^  beyond  the  prefcribed  bounds^  and  fell  that  inftant  into 
die  power  of  her  betrayer.  Here  the  ftory  wanders  into  a  wilder 
£eld .  of  £able  ^  where  I  (hould  reap  little  credit,  or  you  improve-* 
mmt^  1  will,  therefore,  content  myfelf  with  mentioning,  that 
after  ,Ram  had  recovered  Seetah,  he  ordered,  for  the  removal  of. 
certain  fufpicipns  which  had  crept  into  his  own  bi^aft,  iand  for  elr 
ieflually  (hutting  the  mouth  of  (lander^  which  began  to  open,  that 
fht'  fliould  be  judged  by  the  ordeal  triaL  Seetaih,  eag^r  to  baoiih 
£very  doubt  from  the  mind  of  her  lord^  and  to  exhk>it  to  the 
world  a  public  teft  of  her  purity,  joyfully  hdani  the  mand^^  and» 
without  ihew  of  dread,  walked  over  the  burning  iron*  But  the 
feet  of  Seetah,  fays  the  fliory,  ^'  being  (hod  with  innocence,  the 
<<  fcorching  heat  was  to  her  a  bed  of  flowers*" 

Par  PON  me  for  the  intruiion  of  this  Eailern  tale,  which  might 
juftly  be  deemed  a. trifling  one,  did  it  not  indicate  that  the  womta 
of  rank,  among  the  more  ancient  Hindoos,  were  not  excluded  from 
the  public  eye>  and  that  this  people  were  acquainted  with  the  trial 
by  fire  at  an  early  period  of  time.  The  fame  u(es  may  be  derived 
from  this  ftory  as  are  contuned  in  the  Arabian  Nights  s  where» 
amidft  the  olio  of.taliimatt,  geiii,' And  devils,  we  are  enabled  to 
extradt  juft  relations  of  the  manners  and  diipo{iti<His  of  the  people. 

As  I  have  thus  fa;  entered  on  a  fubjefl  which  has  occafionally 
engaged  my  attention »  I  will  proceed  a  little  farther,  and  recite  a 

Vol.  I.  R  r  circum- 
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circumftance  which  may  corroborate  the  pofition,  that  Itindoo 
women  of  difHnftion,  by  ancient  as  well  as  exifting  ufage^  were 
not  debarred  the  fight  of  men.  When  a  female  of  the  chittery^  or 
royal  race,  was  marriageable,  or  fuppofed  to  pofTefs  a  difcrimi- 
nating  choice^  ihe  was  conduced  to  an  apartment  where  many 
youths  of  her  own  tribe  were  aflfembled  s  and,  being  defired  to  fele£k 
from  them  her  future  hufband,  fhe  diftinguiflied  the  objeft  of  her 
partiality  by  throwing  over  his  neck  a  wreath  of  flowers.* 

These  defultory  opinions  are  freely  given,  and  I  am  to  intreat 
you  will  as  freely  review  them ;  receiving  fuch  as  may  ftand  on 
principles  of  reafon,  aind  reje^ng,  without  a  fcruple,  thofe  that 
feem  vague  or  fmciful. 

I  am. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your's,  &c. 

*  This  cuftom,  I  am  informed,  has  been  obrerved  within  dide  late  years  at  Tanjore. 
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LETTER    XHL 


KaJhmirZy  1783. 
DEAR  SIR, 

1 T  is  now  neceilary  to  cdl  your  attention, 
already  burthened,  I  fear,  with  no  very  pleafant  matter,  to  die 
fubje^ib  of  Kafhmire,  and  endeavour  to  defcribe  the  natural  beau- 
ties of  a  valley,  which  perhaps,  ftands  unparalleled  for  its  air, 
foil,  and  a  picturefque  variety  of  landicape. 

The  northern  path  of  the  Bannaul  hill,  mentioned  in  my  laft 

letter,  is  about  one  mile  and  a  half  ihorter,  than,  that  of  the 

fouthem  fide,  not  that  this  difference  arifes  from  the  level  of  the 

low  lands  of  Bannaul  and  Kaflunire,  but  from. the  greater  de^ 

Vol.  II.  A  clivity 
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clivity  of  the  fouthern  face  of  the  hill.  Yet  it  is  evident,  from 
the  precspitAted  current  of  the  riyers  of  this  quarter  .of  Indicrv  that 
the  valley  of  Kafhmire  is  confiderably  more  elevated  than  the 
Punjab  plains.  This  height  of  fituation,  farroundcd  alfo  by 
mountains,  wbofe  lofty  fummits  are,  covert  with  iiw^y^,  diM'ing  a 
great  part  of  the  year,  imparts  a  coldnefs  to  tlie  air  of  Kalhmire, 
which  its  immediate  line  of  latitude  would  not  otherwife  poffefs. 

Veere  Naug  was  the  firft  village  we  halted  at,  within  the 
valley,  where  our  party  was  flriftly  examined,  but  from  the  refpeft 
fhewn  by  all  clafles  of  people  to  Zulphucar  Khan,  we  were  permit^ 
ted  to  pafs  untaxed  and  unmoieft^d*  A  rare  uftge  at  a  Kafhmirian 
cuftom-houfe !  It  fliould  have  been  before  noticed,  that  our 
patron,  from  the  lamenefs  of  his  hand  and  a  general  infirm 
ftate  of  body,  was  obliged  to  travel  in  a  litter;  a  fpecies  of 
carriage  different  from  any  feen  in  the  fouthern  quarters  of 
India.  The  frame  of  four  flight  pieces  of  wood,  is  about  four 
feet  and  a  half  long,  and  three  in  breadth,  with  a  bottom  of  cot- 
t^ki  lacing  or  fpllt  canes  interwoven.  Two  ftout  bamboo  poles^ 
project  threefeet,  from  the  end  oi the  frame  and  are  faftcned  to  its 
outward  lideSj  by  iron  rings.  The  extremities  of  thefe  bamboos 
are  loofely  connefted  by  folds  of  cords,  into  which  is  fixed,  by 
clofely  twifting  and  binding  at  the  centre,  a  thick  pole,  three  feet 
long;  and  by  thcfe  central  pol<s»  the  litter,  or  as  it  is  here  called, 
the  Sampan,  is  fupported  on  the  (houlders  of  four  men.  This 
conveyance  you  will  fee  affords  noiheUer  stgainft  any  inclemency 

of 
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of  weather,  which  is  braved  at  all  feafons  by  thefe  men  of  the  moun- 
tains. 

In  the  pafiage  of  fome  of  the  fteep  hills  the  Khan  was 
obliged  to  walk,  and  it  feemed  to  me  furprifing,  that  the  bearers 
were  able  to  carry  the  litter  over  them.  The  Kaflimirians,  who 
are  the  ordinary  travellers  of  this  road,  ufe  fandals  made  of  ftraw 
rope,  as  an  approved  defence  of  their  feet,  and  to  fave  their  fhoes. 
On  leaving  Sumboo,  I  had  been  advifed  to  adopt  this  praftice, 
but,  my  feet  not  being  proof  againft  the  rough  coUifion  of  the 
ilraw,  I  foon  became  lame  and  threw  oif  my  fandals.  From  a . 
glaring  deficiency  of  method,  in  the  arrangement  of  my  remarks, 
I  am  often  fearfud  that  but  faint  traces  of  a  general  chain  will  be 
exhibited*  It  is  not  that  my  ideas  flow  fo  thick  and  flrong,  as,  in 
confidence  of  their  fuperiour  excellency,  to  contemn  reftriflion  or 
that  obedience  to  order,  which  is  fo  effential  to  their  utility ;  it  is 
an  habit,  perhdps  an  idle  one,  that  impels  me  to  note  at  the  mo- 
ment, the  train  of  thoughts  which  occur  5  and  it  becomes  ne- 
cefiary  I  fee  to  plead  this  excufe,  for  having  fo  abruptly  dragged  in? 
the  ftory  of  the  khan*s  litter  and  my  ftraw  fhoes,  when  I  fiiould 
have  been  laying  before  you  Iketches  of  this  beautiful  country, 
which,  in  the  langu^e  of  Perfia,  is  called  Kachmire  be  Nazeer.* 

In  the  vicinity  of  Veere  Naug  is  feen  a  torrent  of  wattr  burfting 
from  the  fide  of  a  mountain  with  impetuous  force,  and  imme- 

•  Unequalled, 

A  2  diatelv 
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diately  forming  a  confiderable  ftream,*  which  contributes,  with 
numerous  other  rivulets,  to  fertilize  the  valley  of  Kaftimire.  On 
the  fpiot,  where  this  piece  of  water  reaches  the  plain,  a  bafon  of  a 
fquare  form  has  been  conftruded,  it  is  faid,  by  the  emperor  Je- 
hanguir,  for  receiving  and  difcharging  the  current  j  and  the  treej 
of  various  kinds,  which  overfpread  the  borders  of  the  bafbn,  at 
once  give  an  ornament  to  the  fcene,  and  a  gjateful  (hadc^ta  the 
inhabitants  of  that  quarter,  who,  in  the  fummer  feafon,  mdke  it 
a  place  of  common  refort. 

The  road  from  Veere.  Naug  leads  through  a  country,  exhi- 
biting that  (lore  of  luxuriant  imagery,  which  is  produced  by  a 
happy  difpofition  of  hill,  dale,  wood  and  watery  and,  that  thefe 
jare  excellencies  of  nature  might  be  difplayed  in  their  full  glory, 
it  was  the  feafon  of  fpring,  when  the  trees»  the  apple^  pear, 
the  peach,  apricot,  the  cherry  and  mulberry  bore  a  variegated 
load  of  blofTom.  The  xlufters-  alfo,  of  the  red  and  white  rofe, 
with  an  infinite  clafs  of  flowering  (hrubs,  preferited  a  view  fo 
gayly  decked,  that  no  extraordinary  warmth  of  ima^nation,  was 
required  to  fancy  that  I  ftood,  at  leaft,  on  a  province  of  fairy 
land.  Except  the  mulberry,  I  do  not  believe  that  this  country 
produces  any  fpecies  of  the  fruits  of  India,  and  but  few  of  its 
vegetables  i  fuch  is  the  change  effedled  within  a  fpace  of  two 
degrees  of  latitude  ;   this  fudden  revolution  of  climate  cannot  be 

•  It  is  caUed  Vheit  or  Behat  in  the  Kaflimirian  language,  and  in  the  Sanfcrit,  Vetuftah» 

afcribed 
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stfcribed  to  the  northern  fituation  of  Kaftimire,  vybich  is  little 
more  than  two  hundred  miles  from  Lahore^  where,  many  of  the 
fraits  of  fouthern  India  come  to  maturity,  but  to  the  furrounding 
fnowy  mountains,  and  an  highly  elevated  land  3  which  the  Hindoos 
fay,  though  very  widely,  is  three  perpendicular  miles  higher  than 
the  Punjab. 

On  the  26th  of  April,  at  Durroo  or  Lurroo,  a  fmall  but 
very  [populous  town,  feven  coffes  from  Bannaul,  where  oiir  khan 
and  his  fuite  were  hofpitably  received  by  the  chief,  and  lodged  that 
jiight  at  his  hbuie*  Our  entertainment,  and  the  cordial  behaviour 
of  the  hoft,  made  us  a  general  recompence  for  the  fatigues  of  the 
journiey ;  and  I  in  an  inftant,  forgot  the  pains  of  my  bruifed  feet^ 
in  the  pleafant  comparifon  between  a  commodious  fhelter  and  the 
boifterous  weather  of  the  mountains. 

On  the  27tb,  at  Iflaamabad,  five  codes  —  a  large  town,  (ituate 
on  the  north  fide  of  the  river  Jalum,  which  is  here  Ipringing  from 
the  mountains,  or  penetrating  them  in  narrow  openings.  At  this 
place  the  Jalum,  over  which  a  wooden  bridge  is  built,  is  about  eighty 
yards  acrofs,  and  from  the  level  furface  of  the  country  has  a  gentle 
.current.  Our  party,  this  evenings  hired  a  boat  to  proceed  to  the 
city,  and  had  gone  more  than  five  miles,  when  a  written  order  ar- 
rived, in  an  evil  hour,  Requiring  us  to  return  and  remain  at  Ifla- 
amabad, until  a  paflport  (hould  be  obtained  from  the  court.  '  Thi^ 
check  infufed  a  general  gloom,  and  rendered  our  fituation,  already 
confined  and  irkibme,  almoit  comfortlefs.     The  boat,  a  very  fmall 

one. 
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one,  was  fcantily  covered  with  a  flender  mat,  and  the  wind,  current, 
and  a  heavy  ram  had  fet  in  againfl:  us.  The  rain  continued  incef- 
fantly  the  whole  night,  and  though  my  bedding  was  drenched  with 
water,  I  received  no  injury  from  having  lain  on  it  feverai  hours. 
After  expreffing  my  grateful  acknowledgements  to  a  hale  cooilitu-* 
tion,  I  am  induced  to  afcribe  a  great  fhare  of  the  prevention  of 
ficknefs,  on  this  as  on  other  occafions  to  the  frequent  ufe  of  to- 
bacco, which  manifeftly  pofleffes  the  property  of  defending  the 
body  againft  the  impreflion  of  damps  and  cold  or  impure  air, 
which,  from  the  thick  ranges  of  wood  and  hills,  19  tainted  with 
noxious  vapours,  produces  fevers  of  a  malignant  kind,  and  I  am 
prompted  to  attribute  the  good  health  I  enjoyed  in  thofe  parts,  to 
the  common  habit  of  fmoking  tobacco* 

Our  party  was  greatly  furprized  at  the  receipt  of  this  very  un- 
^.feafonable  mandate,  as  we  had  during  the  day,  occupied  one  of 
the  moll  public  places  of  the  town,  where  mod:  of  the  principal 
people  vifited  Zulphucar  Khan,  (upplied  him  with  provifions,  and 
were  apprized  of  his  intention  to  depart  in  the  evening.  But  it 
had  been  iffued  I  believe  by  the  governor  of  the  town,  in  refcntment 
of  the  khan*s  not  vifitlng  him  ;  and  operated  with  a  quick  force, 
pn  the  minds  of  all  the  men,  and  even  the  children  of  Iflaamabad, 
who,  but  the  (hort  day  before,  from  treating  us  with  a  ftudied  kind* 
nefs,  wouW  now  pafs  our  quarters  witliout  a  notice.  In  every  region 
of  the  earth,  the  lofs  of  power,  nay  the  trivial  croffes  of  life,  too 
often  cauie  the  defertion  of  thoie,  whom  the  language  of  the  world 

has 
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has  entitled  friends,  bat  the  averted  looks  of  the  prince  are  ever 
faithfully  copied  by  the  oourtiers.  The  difgraced  courtier  of  Afia, 
or  he  againft  whom  the  frown  of  the  defpot  (hall  be  pointed,  be- 
comes immediatiy  infected,  and  all  men,  by  intuitive  knowledge,  it 
fhould  feem,  (hun  him.  A  retreat  is  rarely  made  by  au  Aiiatic 
ftatelman,  who  ufually  clofes  his  political  career  in  a  dungeon  or 
on  a  fcaffold. 

In  Afia,  the  principles  of  juftice,  honor  or  patriotifm,  as 
they  ironfer  no  lubftantial  benefit,  nor  tend  to  elevate  the  cha- 
racter, are  feldom  feen  to  aduate  the  mind  of  the  fubjef!:,  who 
IS  conftitutionally  led  to  fix  the  tenure  of  life  and  property, 
and  fame,  on  the  will  of  his  prince.  Zulphucar  Khan  informs 
me,  that  the  chief  of  Kafhmire,  though  a  youth,  (lands  in  the 
fbremoft  rank  of  tyrants,  and  that  the  exa6lions  of  a  Hindoo  cuf- 
tom-houie  will  be  foon  forgotten  in  the  oppreflion  of  his  govern- 
ment. The  one,  he  faid,  afFefls  a  trifling  portion  of  property, 
Ae  other  involves  fortun   and  life. 

Two  or  three  days  after  our  arrival  at  Iflaamabad,  the  Dewan, 
or  principal  officer  of  the  governor  of  Kaflimire  encamped  in  our 
vicinity,  and  being  acqu  nted  with  Zulphucar  Khan,  obtained 
permiffion  for  the  procedure  of  our  party  to  the  city.  Jt  is  here 
neceflary  to  obfcrve,  that  no  perfon,  except  by  ftealth,  can  enter  or 
depart  from  Kaftimire  without  an  order,  marked  with  the  feal  of 
government.  The  Dewan,  attrafted  I  fuppofe  by  the  appearance  of 
fo  white  a  perfon,  made  fome  enquiry  into  the  nature  of  my  occu- 
pation 
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pation  and  views.  I  told  the  old  ftory  of  a  turk  travelling  towards 
his  country,  with  the  additioil,  that  to  avoid  the  Sicque  territory> 
I  had  taken  the  route  of  Kalhmire,  where  I  hoped  to  experience  the 
benefit  of  his  protection.  My  ftory  was  favourably  heard,  and  I 
received  a  very  cordial  afiurance  of  every  necefiary  afliftance.  Our 
party  being  diredled  to  attend  the  Dewan,  and  to  form  a  part  of 
his  domeftic  fuite,  we  proceded  by  water,  on  the  afternoon  of 
the  3d  of  May,  to  Bhyteepour,  nine  cofles,  a  village  fituate  on 
the  northern  bank  of  the  Jalum,  the  evening  waa  ferene,  and 
the .  variegated  view  of  populous  villages,  interfperfed  through 
a  plain  which  was  waving  with  a  rich  harveft,  and  enlivened 
by  the  notes  of  a  thoufand  birds ,  filled  the  mind  with  harmony 
and  delight. 

In  the  vicinity  of  Bhyteepour  are  feen  the  remains  of  an  Hindoo 
temple,  which,  though  impaired  by  the  ravages  of  time,  and  more 
by  the  deftru6live  hand  of  the  Mahometans,  flill  bore  evident  marks 
of  a  fuperior  tafte  and  fculpturc.  Kafhmire,  having  fallen  a  con- 
queft  to  the  followers  of  Mahomet,  at  an  early  period  of  their 
empire  in  India,  when  they  furioufly  broke  down  every  fence 
that  barred  the  progrefs  of  their  religion,  felt  the  full  force  of 
a  barbarous  zeal ;  and  its  monuments  of  worfhip  and  tafte  were 
thrown  to  the  ground  in  ftiapelefs  piles  of  ruin. 

The  Dewan  taking  Zulphucar  Khan  with  him,  went,  on  the 
5th  of  the  month  into  the  interior  part  of  the  country»  and  direfted 
nif  to  wait  for  him  at  the  jtown  of  Pamper,  ten  miles  further  down 

the 
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the  river^  Mrhere  an  order  was  fent  for  my  accommodation^  This 
perfbn  of  ^  the  Hindoo  fe^l:,  pofTefled  a  more  liberal  difpoiition 
than  is  ufually  found  in  an  Indian :  though  perhaps  I  am  ib 
much  biaifed  by  his  indulgent  treatment^  that  my  opinion  may 
be  thought  partial,  but  his  dqx)rtment  feemed  uniformly  bene-* 
volent  to  all  clafles  of  people ;  with  his  companions  he  was  af- 
fable and  good  humoured,  he  was  humane  to  his  domefticsi  and 
lie  exercifed  with  a  reafonable  temperance  the  duties  of  his 
c£Bce. 

On  the  7th,  the  Dewan  came  to  Pamper,  whence  I  went 
to  the  city,  a  diftance  of  (even  coflfes  in  his  boat,  which,  though  in 
Kafhmire  was  thought  magnificent,  would  not  have  been  difgraced 
in  the  ftation  of  a  kitchen  tender  to  a  Bengal  badgero.  The 
boats  of  Kafhmire  ai*e  long  and  narrow,  and  are  rowed  with 
paddles :  from  the  flem,  which  is  a  little  elevated,  to  the  centre, 
a  tilt  of  mats  is  extended  for  the  ihelter  of  paflengers  or  mer- 
chandise. The  country  being  interfe6ted  with  numerous  ftreams, 
navigable  for  fmall  veiTels,  great  advantage  and  conveniency  would 
arife  to  it  from  the  water  conveyance,  eipecially  in  its  interior 
commerce,  did  not  the  miferable  policy  of  the  Afghan  govern* 
ment  crulh  the  fpirit  of  the  people. 

The  city,  which  in  the  ancient  annals  of  India  was  known 

by  the  name  of  Siringnaghur,  but  now  by  that  of  the  province 

at  large,   extends  about  three  miles   on  each  fide  of  the  river 

Jalum,  over  which  are  four  or  five  wooden  bridges,  and  occupies 

VoL.JL  B  in 
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ih  feme  part  of  its  breadth,  which  is  irregular,  about  two  miles.' 
The  houfes,  many  of  them  two  and  three  ftories  high,  are  (lightly 
built  of  brick  and  mortar,  with  a  large  intermixture  of  timber. 
On  a  ftanding  roof  of  wood  is  laid  a  covermg  of  fine  earth; 
which  (heltcrs  the  building  from  the  g«at  quantity  of  fnow 
that  falls  in  the  winter  feafon.  This  fence  cortimunicates  ah 
equal  warmth  in  winter,  as  a  reirefliing  coolnefs  in  the  ium* 
mer  feafon,  when  the  tops  of  the  houfes,  which  are  planted 
with  a  variety  of  flowers,  exhibit  at  a  diilance  the  fpacious  view 
of  a  beautifully  checquered  parterre.  The  ftreets  are  narrow,  and 
ehoakcd  with  the  filth  of  the  inhaWtaiits,  who  are  'proverbially 
unclean.  No  buiWings  are  feen  in  this  city  worthy  of  remark} 
though  the  Kafhmirians  boafl  much  of  a  wooden  mofqne,  trailed 
the  Jumah  Muffid,*  ere^ed  by  one  of  the  emperors  of  ffin- 
doftan  s  but  its  claim  to  diflin6lion  is  very  moderate. 

The  fubahdar,  or  governor  of  Raibmire,  refides  in  a  fortrefs 
called  Shere  Ghur,  occupying  the  fouth-eaft  quarter  of  the  city, 
where  moft  of  his  officers  and  troops  are  alfo  quartered. 

The  benefits  which  this  city  enjc^s  of  a  mild  falubrious  air,  a 
river  flowing  through  its  centre,  of  many  large  and  commodious 
houfes^  are  eiTentially  alloyed  by  its  confined  conflru£tion  and  the 
extreme  filtbinefs  of  the  people.     The  covered  floating  baths^ 

^  Jumah  is  the  fiibath  of  the  Mahometans,  and  Muffid  the  name  of  a  public  place 
of  worfliip.  In  prc-cmiAce^  chc'principal  place  pf  prayer  in  Mahomeua  cities  is  termed 
Jumah  Muffid  t 

Vi^hich 
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Arhich  are  ranged  along  the  fides  of  the  river,  give  the  only  tcfti- 
mony.of  conveniency  orjorderj  fuch  baths  are  much  wanted  by 
the  Indian  Mahometans,  who  from  the  climate  and  their  religion, 
are  dbHged/to  make  freq.uent  ablutions,  and,  in  preventing  the 
expofure  of  their  women  on.  thefe  occafions,  to  adopt  laborious 
pfecautions. 

The  lake  of  KaOimire,  or  in  the  provincial  language,  the 
Dan,  .long /Celebrated  for  its  beauties,  and  the  pleafure  it  afford* 
to  the  inhabitants  of  this  country,  extends  from  the  north-eaft 
quarter  of  the  dty,  in  an  oval  drcumference  of  five  or  iix  roiles^ 
and  joins  the  Jalum  by  a  narrow  channel,  near  the  fuburbs.  On 
the  entcance  to  the  eaftward  is  feen  a  detached  hUl,  on  which 
fome  devout  Mahometan  has  dedicated  a  temple  to  the  great 
Jdng  Solomon*  whole  memory  in  Kafhmire  is  held  in  profound 
veneration,  '  • 

The  legends  of  the  country  af&rt^  that  Solomon  vifited  this 
valley,  and  6nding  it  covered,  except  the  eminence  now  nien- 
tioned  with  a  noxious  water,  which  had  no  outlet,  he  opened  a 
paliage  in  the  mountains,  and  gave  to  Ka(hnure  its  beautiful 
plains.  The  Todtit  Suliman,  the  name  beftoWed  by  the  Maho« 
metans  on  the  hill,  forms  one  fide  of  a  grand  portal  to  the  lake, 
and  on  the  other  ttands  a  lower  hill,  which,  in  the  Hinduec  is  called 
Hirncy  Purvet,'or'tbe  green  hill,  a  name  probably  adopted  from  its 
being  covered  with  gardens  and  orchards.  *  - 

On  the  fummit  of  the  Himey  Purvet,  the  Kafhmirians  have 

B  2  ere6ted 
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eredted  a  mofque  to  the  honor  of  a  Muckdoom  Saheb,  who  is  as  fa* 
mous  in  their  tales,  as  Thomas-a-Becket  in  thofe  of  Canterbury* 
The  men  never  undertake  a  buiinefs  of  moment  without  confulting 
Muckdoom  Saheb ;  and  when  a  Kafhmirian  woman  wants  a  hand« 
fome  hufband  or  a  chopping  boy,  fhe  addreifes  her  prayer  to  the 
minifters  of  this  faint,  who  are  faid  to  feldom  fail  in  gratifying  her 
wifliv  The  northern  view  of  the  Me  is  terminated  at  the  diftance 
of  twelve  miles,  by  a  detached  range  of  mountains,  which  flope 
from  the  centre  to  each  angle  ^  and  from  the  bafe,  a  fpacious 
plain,  preferved  in  conftant  verdure  by  numerous  ftreams,  extends 
with  an  cafy  declivity  to  the  margin  of  the  water. 

In  the  centre  of  the  plain,  as  it  approaches  the  lake,  one  of 
ihe  Dehli  emperors,  I  believe  Shah  Jehan,  conflrufted  a  fpacious 
garden^  called  the  Shalimar,  which  is  abundantly  ftored  with  fruit* 
trees  and  flowering  (hrabs.  Some  of  fhe  rivulets  which  interfeft 
the  plain,  are  led  into  a  canal:  at  the  back  of  the  garden^  and  flow- 
ing through  its  centre,  or  occafionally  thrown  into  a  variety  of 
water*workr,  compofe  the  chief  beauty  <^  the  Shalunan  To 
decorate  this  i|)ot,  the  Mogul  princes  of  India  have  difplayed 
an  equal  magnificence  and  taftej  efpecialiy  Jehan  Gheer,  who^ 
with  the  enchanting  Noor  Mahl,  made  Kafhmire  his  ufiwl  refi^ 
deace  during  the  fummer  months,  and.  largely  contributed  to 
improve  its  natural  advantages-.  On  arches  thrown  over  the 
canal,  are  erefted  at  equal  diftances,  four  or  five  fuites  of  aparfe^ 
ments,.  each  coiififlijig  of  a  falooo,!,  witk  four  roomus  at  the  angles,. 

where 


FORSTER'S    TRAVELSl  15 

9/herc  tlie  followers  of  the  court  attend,  and  the  fervants  prepare 
fh<rbe^9»  totbf^  and  the  Hookah*  The  frame  of  the  doors  of  the 
principal  faloon,  is  compoied  of  pieces  of  a  ftone  of  a  black  co« 
lour>  iheaked  with  yellow  lines,  and  of  a  clofer  grain  and  higher 
poUih  t^ap  porphiry*  They  were  taken,  it  is  faid,  from  an  Hin- 
doo temple,  by  one  of  the  Mogul  princes,  and  efleemed  of  great 
vdue. 

The  canal  of  the  Shalimar  is  conilru£ted  of  mafonry  as  far  as 
the  lower  pavillion,  from  whence  the  flream  is  conveyed  through 
a  bed  of  eaith,  in  the  centre  of  an  avenue  of  ipreading  trees,  to 
the  lake,  which,  with  other  ftreams  of  a  lefTer  note,  it  fupplies  and 
refreOies.  The  other  fides  of  the  lake  are  occupied  by  gardens  of 
an  inferior  defcription ;  though  two  of  them,  the  property  of  the 
government,  deferve  a  diftin£t  notice  for  their  fize  and  pleafant 
appearance ;  the  Baugh  NufTcem  lying  an  the  north-weft,  and  the 
fiaugh  Niihat  on  the-  ibutli-eaft  quarter  of  the  Shsdimar.  The 
numerous  fmall  ifl^mds  emerging  from  the  lake,  have  alio  a  happy 
effect  in  ornamenting  the  fcen?.  ^  One  of  a  iquare  form  is  called 
the  Char  Chinaur,*  ;from  having  at  each  of  the  angles  a  plane* 
tree ;  but  one  of  them,  and  a  pavillion  that  was  ereded  in  the 
centre,  h^s  gone  to  decay^  as' have  all  their  monuments  of  the 
Moguls^  except  the  Shalimar^  which  is  preferved  in  good  order, 
and  is  often  vifitcd  by  the  governor,  whom  I  have  feen  there,,  with 

♦  The  oricntjJ  plane-  » 
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fiU  :dtt}c«h  And  the-  )^mietpfal  i^hdiiiMnts  ^f  ihc  clirf.  ^nce  ^e 
€iir<xi«hi^er^^i?  d#  Kiffhihire  hoth  tli«  ^lii^tt  <)l  f&idoftan,  it  K<( 
by§n'«ibjea  W  ttw  A%hatt«,«>feo  pi^dl^g  hdftfefM-tlie  gefiiui 
ifior  iibcfafit^  bftht  Mogiite,'  have  fuffered'itt  degant  ftrti^HrcS  td 
cratAWc  into  nrins,"  ittid  to  TioTd'otit againft  tbem  a  fevere^dfti* 
inony  of  the  btrbarityof' their  ttiatton. 

Amir  Khan,  a  Perfian,  one  of  the  late  governors  of  Kafiiw 
.  mire,  erefted  a  fortified  f>alace  on  the  eaftem  fide  of  the  !alce  j  but 
'  the  materials  have  been  fo  unfiibftantial,  that  though  of  not  mor6 
than  eight  years  ftanding,  it  cannot  now  withfafety  be  inhabit  d. 
He  ufcd  to  pafs  much  of  his  time  in  this  'retreatv  which  was  xm- 
rioufly  adapted  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  various  fpedes  of  Auatic 
luxury  i;  and  he  is  ftill  fpofcfeh  of  in  terms  of  affection  and  regr<^t  • 
fbr,  like  them,  he  was  gay,  voluptuous,  and  much  addt<5Ved  to 
the  pleafures  of  the  taWe.  There  is  not  a  1)oatman  or  his  wife 
that  does  not  fpedc  of  tliis  IChah  wkfc  faiyttfre,  and  afcribe  to 
him  a  onee  abundant  livelihood.  This  gOlww'Aor  like*«any'6f 
his  predeceffort,  ttiiflang  in  ^e- natural  ft^fttt^th  of 'the  province, 
and  its  xiiftance  frohi  ^thfe^fjital,  rebell^  againft  ^Wis  ttiafter;f 
The  force  ftrit  ^gmrift  him  Wj6  -fmall  dnii  ill  appointed,  and 
hiight  have  been -eafily  repelled  by  a%w  r^fbl&te  men  ftaliened 
in  ^  pafies.    But  in  the  hour  of  need,  'ht  was  abandoned  by 


*  This  event  probably  happened  about  the  year  1754* 
t  Ttmur  Shab,  -tktf  t6gtu6g  eniper*  of  the  Afghans. 
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tbp  {mfiJI^nim^v^  #^le  Ks^^mW^ai»,  who  reconciled  their  ccni- 
d\i6t  to  the  PerfKMi,  by  urging,  that  if  he  had  remained  in 
Kaihmire,  he  would  ji^ve  converted  them  all  to  the  faith  oi  Alt 
9nid  iQtft  th^m  of  fmn  the.  hope  of  f^vation.  A  JCaflipiiria^  muft 
hdvei^H  grij&v9U0y  jcn^l^rrafed  t^  jyft^fy  h|s  pondu^,  whei^  he 
^fcr^be^  \t  to  any  pr^ciple  of  r^gicmj  for  he  is  a  Hindoo, 
a  Mahometan,  ^  w<^l^  )>fc@|ne  a  ^^liftian  if  a  prieft  w«re  gt 
hf)9(i,.  acc.f!r4il7g^  tp  th(?  fi^ten  :<?r  ifltereijt  of  the  day. 
.  Tpf  >eflrtritp|^9  of  the  tovvij,  -to  the  eaft  ^ad  weft,  are  laid 
9\)^  in  |uiv]^«  g^4enS)  ^h^,  ikir^^pg  the  banks  of  the  Jalum, 
Of  ^pl^d  with  K9f^  fiK>m  thelfd^,  afford  a  vfo-ious /etreat 
of  fhBfifytre  to  ihp  ^h^k^t^.  The  f4a|)e-tree,  tj}^  fpecies 
termed  ihe  Plat^nu^  O^e^iialls^  is  cpmnjpi^y  ci^dv^i^^  in  KaQir 
neftTft,  M^hcre  it  is  /aid  to  arrife  ^t  a  ^re^ter  perfedVipn  ti^an  in 
Other  .cottntries.  This  tree,  'V/hicJi"  jn  moft  parts  of  Afia  is 
flSkUed  the  ChiiMOW,:  grO(ws  jo  .^  fige  of  .^n  oak,  ^Qd  has  9 
UtpcK  Aceight  :truBk,  with  a  fUver  coloured  bark;  and  ^ts  leaf, 
not  iin^e  an  eocpandied  hand,  is  of  a  pale  green.  Wh^  in 
full  fcdis^e,  .it  iias  a  .gcai^d  and  bea-Jtifal  fipp^rance,  and  in 
the  hot  weather,  it  afSords.a  refrelhjng  (hftde.  5Mt  I  may  vcni- 
tnrc  to  cUfs  in  the  firft  rank  of  vegetable  produce,  the  rofe  of 
Kafhmire,  which,  for  its  brilliancy  and  delicate  §f  odour,  ha> 
long  been  proverbial  in  the  eaftj  and  its  eflential  oil  or  ottar 
is  held. in  univcrfti  cftimation.  The  feafon,  when  the  rofe 
firft   opens  into   bloflbm,   is  celebrated  with  much  feftivity  by 
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the  Kafhmirians,  who  refort  in  crowds  to  the  adjacent  gardensV 
and  enter  into  fcenes  of  gaiety  and  pleafure,  rarely  known  among 
other  Afiatic  nations.  There,  all  that  exterior  gravity  whicb 
conftitutes  a  grand  part  of  the- Mahometan  charader,  is  fhiK>wn 
afidc;  and  the  Turk,  Arab,  and  Perfian,  as  if  fatigued  with  ex- 
hibiting the  ierious  and  guarded  deportment  of  their  owti 
country,  give  a  licentious  fcope  to  their  paflions. 

The  valley  of  Kafhmire  is  of  an  elliptick  form,  and  er^ 
tends  about  ninety  miles  in  a  winding  dire6lion  from  the  iouth- 
eaft  ta  the  north^wefl.  It  widens  gradually  to  Iflaamabad,  where 
the  breadth  is  about  forty  miles,  which  is  continued  with  Uttfe  va- 
riation to  the  town  of  Sampre,^  whence  the  mountains  by  a  r^ulai* 
inclination  to  the  weftward,  come  to  a  point,  and  divide  Kaflimire 
from  the  territory  of  MuzzufFerabad.  To  the  north  and  north- 
eaiV,  Kafhmire  is  bounded  by  what  is  here  termed  the  mountains 
of  Thibet ;  a  branch,  I  apprehend;  of  that  immenfe  range,  which 
fifing  near  the  black  Tea,  penetrates  through  Armenia,  and  flcirt- 
ing  the  fouth  (hore  of  the  Cafpian,  extends  through  the  north-eaft 
provinces  of  Perfia,  to  Thibet  and  China.  On  the  foath-eaft  and 
fouth,  it  is  bounded  by  Kifhtewar,  and  on  the  fouth-weft  and 
weft,  by  Prounce,f  MuzzufFerabad  and  fome  other  independent 
diftri<Sls. 

♦  About  twenty-five  miles  to  the  weft  ward  of  the  city, 

f  Through  this  diftri£k  lies  the  pais  of  Bember,  mlautely  defcribed  by  Bernief.' 
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-  The  JaluiDi  the  weftem  of  the  Punjab  rivers,  having  received 
Ae  nirmerous  rivulets  of  the  valley,  and  the  overflowing  water  of 
the  lakes,  becomes  a  ^acious  ftream,  and  is  difcharged  through 
the  mountains  near  the  town  of  Baramoulah,  where  its  current, 
from  the  declivity  of  the  land,  runs  with  rapid  force.*  At  Bara- 
moulali  the  Kafhmirians  fay  Solomon  rent  the  mountains,  and 
gave  a  pa£&ge  to  the  waters,  which^  from  the  beginning  of  time, 
had  floated  on  their  plains. 

About  eight  miles  to  the  weftward  of  the  city,  the  Jalum  is 
joined  by  a  ^aU  river  cdled  the  Chote,  or  little  Scind^  which  I 
was  informed  by  a  Kaflimirian  Pundit,  arifes  in  the  Thib^ 
mountains,  and  is  the  only  flream  not  produced  within  the  valley. 
Previoufly  to  the  Mahometan  conqueft  of  India,  Kaflimire  was  ce- 
lebrated for  the  learning  of  its  Bramins  and  the  magnificent  con-* 
ftru£tion  of  its  temple.  The  period  of  its  fubjeflion  to  the  Ma« 
hometans,  is  not  reeorded  in  any  hiftory  that  I  have  feen,  but  we 
may  believe,  that  a  country,  containing  a  valuable  commerce  and 
a  profuiion  of  natural  beauties,  would  at  an  early  date  havie  at- 
tradled  their  notice  and  invited  their  ronquefl.  It  was  governed  in 
a  long  feries  of  fucceffion,  by  a  race  of  Tartar  princes,  of  the 
Chug  or  Chugatay  tribe,  until  the  year  1586,  when  Acbar  fub-r 
dued  it :  aided  mor^,  it  is  faid,  by  intrigue,  than  the  force  of  his 
arms.    Kafhmire  remained  annexed  to  the  houfe  of  Timur  for 

*  See  Bernler, 

Vol.  II.  C  the 


iS  rORSTEH'S    TRAVELS. 

ttie  fpace  of  one  hundred  and  iSxty  years,  after  which  It  tvai  be- 
trayed  by  the  Mogul  governor,  to  Ahdied  ShahDuranny^  "who 
formed  it  into  a  province  of  the  Afghan  empire. 

Tnt  valley  of  Ka(htnire  has  generally  aH^at  fhrfinre,  and  beings 
eopioufly  watered,  yields  abundant  crops  of  ric^  whichis  ijaa 
common  food  *of  the  Inhabitasits.  At  the  bale  of  thfe  fiurounding 
hiils^  wher*e  ihe  -land  is  hi^r,  wheat,  barley  and  various  odver 
grsuns  are  cultivated.  A  fuperior  fpecies  of  iaiFron  is  alfbfcx)duc6d 
in  this  province^  and  iron  of  an  excellenft  quality  is  found  in  the 
adjacent  mountains.  But  die  wealiih  and  £uxie  of  Ratfhmire  haiv9 
largdy  ariftn -from  the  Koanufafture  of  fliAdls,:  which,  it  holds  ow 
rivalled,  and  ahnoft  without  participation^  Thewaoi  otdm 
ifaattl  is  not  produced  in  the  oouatry,  but  brought  from  diftridt 
of  Thibet^  lying  at  the  diftance  of  a  mon^i  journey  to  Ai  nordi-* 
eaft*  It  is  originally  of  a  dark  grey  colour,  and  is  bleached  in 
Kaihmire  by  the  help  of  a  certiain  preparation  of  rice  iioor.  The 
yam  of  this  wool  is  ftained  with  fuch  colours  as  may  be  judged 
the  beft  iuited  for  fale,  and  after  being  woven  the  piece  is  once 
wafhed.  The  border,  which  ufually  drfptays  a  variety  of  iigurei 
and  colours  is  attached  to  the  (hauls,  after  fabrication  ^  but  in  Si^ 
nice  a  manner,  that  the  jun6lion  is  not  diicernable.  The  teztum 
of  the  (haul  refembles  that  of  the  (haloon  of  Europe,  to  which  it 
has  probably  communicated  the  name.  The  price^  at  the  Icom^ 
of  an  ordinary  (haul,  is  eight  rupees,  thence  in  proportional  qua- 
lity, it  produces  from  fifteen  to  twenty  5  and  I  have  feen  a  very 
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fine  ffecG  fold  at  forty  rupees  the  firft  coft.  But  the  value  of  this 
fiQv^ffkodafy  m»y  ht  largdy  otihanoed  by  the  introduction  of  flow- 
tted  work  -,  and^  when  ypii  are  informed  that  the  fum  of  one 
hundred^  ro^ees.  is  ^ccafionally  £^ven  for  a  Hiaul  to  the  weaver,  thf 
l}|lf  aa)0!9nt  may  be  fsurly  aicribed  to  the  ornaments. 

A  ■■  FbKTioy.  of  the  feven«K  Qf  Kafhmire  is  tranfmitted  to  thp 
Hi^mK  capital  in  .flunl  goods,  which  I  had  an  opporti^nity  of 
loebaf^  prcvtoufly  fco  this  di%atch>  and  from  the  informsitioa  tbs» 
S!coox«d>:  I/Md  reafohably  confirmed  in  the  accuracy  of  this  ftatCh 
mnitl  b«r^  ^wto«  The  (hatils^  ufually  confift  of  three  fizes,.  two 
j}£.«&h»  the  long  and  the  fi»s^  (qiiare  otK,  ve  in  coimnon  uie 
aft  isdiai  the  other,  kiig  and  very  narrow,  with  a  Urge  miKture 
of  black  colour  in  it,  is  worn  as  a  girdle,  by  the  northern 

,  AwxMf:ts  i»»dB.\»i^:Kj|i^mii<?»  reiemfeUng  that  of  Madeira, 
wluch,,lf  dcilfnUy  nipnulaifhvQd.by  age,  would  poflJefsi^exceUeot 
•quality.,  A  ^urituous  liquor  is  alfo  dtftilled  from  the  grape»  in 
•vhich  aod  the  wIq&  ^  pwple  of  all  kinds  freely  indo^ge^ 

Tn*  Kafl^ilw'iaiM.f|bw««tQth©bfft  writing  paper  pf  thecal^, 
Xrhich  was  formerly  ^ftftick  pf  cxtenfive  traffic  it  as  were  its  lac- 
quf^r  wart,  cutlery  i^skAf^tgim  **  and  die  quality  (^  thefe  m^Aufeo- 
tiir^  clc»dy  evinpit,  that,  were  the  inhabitants  governed  by  wife 
Mt4  liberal  prifiees^  thons  lire  few  atta'uimei;!^  <>f  art  which  they 

*  The  ni«rfi^  i)  imported  from  dK  Puojid). 
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would  not  acquire.  But  the  heavy  oppreflions  of  the  go^ernmenf^ 
and  the  rapacious  temper  of  the  bordering  ftates,  who  exercife  an 
unremitting  rapacity  on  the  foreign  traders,  and  often  plunder 
whole  cargoes,  have  reduced  the  commerce  of  Kaflimire  to  a  ie*- 
dining  and  languid  ftate.  In  proof  of  this  pofition,  the  Kafti- 
mirians  fay^  that  during  their  Aibje6lion  to  the  Mogul  dominion, 
the  province  contained  forty  thoufand  fliaullooms,  and  that  at 
this  day,  there  are  not  fixteen  thousand*  In  Kaihmire  are  feen 
merchants  and  commercial  agents  of  moft  (^  the  principal  cities  of 
northern  India,  alfo  of  Tartary,  Pferfia  and  Turkey,  wha  ^t  the 
fame  time  advance  their  fortunes,  and  enjoy  the  pleafum  of  a  fine 
cUmate  and  a  country,  over  which  are  profiifely  fpread  the  variooi 
beauties  of  nature. 

The  drefs  of  the  Kafhmirians  confifts  of  a  large  turban,  auk-' 
wardly  put  on ;  a  great  woollen  veft  with  wide  fleeves ;  and  a  iack, 
wrapped  in  many  folds  round  the  middle ;  under  the  veO:,  which 
may  be  properly  called  a  wrapper,,  the  higher  dafs  of  people 
wear  a  pirahun  or  ihirt>  and  drawers  ^  but  the  lower  order 
hav&  no  under  garment,  nor  do  they  even  gird  up  their  loins* 
On  firft  feeing  thefe  people  in  their  own  country,  I  imagined 
from  their  garb^  the  caft  of  countenance,  vfhich  is  long  and  of 
a  grave  afpeft,  and  the  form  of  their  beards,  that  I  had  come 
amongft  a  nation  of  Jews*  The  iame  idea  imprefled  alfo  Mp. 
Bernier^  who  carrying  it  further,  has  attempted,  by  the  aid  of 
feme  proofs  more  ^ecious  than  fubftantial^   to  deduce  their 
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9iig^i   from  tfa&  Jewifh  tribes  that  were  carried  into  cap^* 

The  drefs  of  the  wcHxienr  is  no  lefs  auk  ward  than  that  of  the 
ineOy  and  is  ill  adapted  todL^lay  the  beauties  they  naturally  poif- 
&&•  Their  outwardi  and  often  only  garment  is  of  cotton,  and 
ihaped  like  a  kmg  looie  fhirt«  Over  the  hair>  which  falls  in  a  lingle 
hssAdf  they  wear  a  clafk  cap,  ufually  of  a  woollen  cloth  of  a  crim«- 
£>n -colour ;  atKl  to  the  hinder  part  of  it  is  attached  a  tnangiilar 
fkc6  of  the  fame  ftu^  which  falling  on  the  back  conceals  much 
of.  the  hair.  Around  the  lower  e^ge  of  the  cap  is  rolled  a  fmall 
turban,  faftened  behind  with  a  iho|t  knot,  which  Teemed  to  me  the 
only  artificial  ornament  about  them»  You  will  be  pleafed  to  notice^ 
that  I  fpeak  of  the  drefs  of  the  ordinary  women,  flich  only  being 
pemiittcd  to  appear  i&  public.  The  womoi  of  the  higher  daiTcs 
are  never  feen  abro^i  nor  is  it  coniiilent  with  the  ufage  of.  any; 
Mahometan  nation  even  tp  fpeak  of  the  femak  part  of  a  family.  , 

The  Kafhmiriaps  are  flout,  w^ll  formed,  and  as  the:  natives 
of  a  country  lying  in  th^^thirty^fcHirth  degree  qf  latitude,  may  b^ 
termed  a  fair;pec^,'  ai^^tli^iii;  jv^nen  in  fouthern  Franpe^r  Spain 
would  be  called  9nmettep.  But  li^ving  been  prepoiK^ed  with  aa 
of^nion  of  their .  charms,  I  fuf&red  a  fenfible  difappointmentf 
though  1  £iw  fgrne  of  the  f^m^e  dancers  o^oA  celebrated  £jrrbeauty 
and  the  aftraf^lons^  of  their  profe(non.  A  c(»arfeneis  of  figure 
generally  prevails  among  them,  with  iM'oad  features,  and  they  too 
often  have  thick  legs.    Though  excelling  in  ^e  colour  of  their 
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complexion,  they  are  evidently  iurpaHbd  by  i^e'^egint  iRorte.8Ad 
pleating  countenance  of  the  women  of  fome  of  the  wefterh  proit 

vinces  of  India.  ^  *  ^ 

Thb  city  of  Kafhmireohce  ai)duaded  with  courtezans,  tqfuSf 
gay  and  affluent;  but  the^rigorom  contributbnsdf  the  Afghims 
liave  greatly  reduced  theirtitimber,  and driVeh' art^  of  thofc  tliat 
Temain  into  a  languid  poverty,*  The  few -that  I  few/  a^ded  mt 
much  pleafure  by  their  graceful  flcill  in  dancing,  afid  v6»6€^|>ec«^ 
liarly  melodious.  And  here  let  me  obferve^  kaft  I  fltouki  aftert 
wardsf  forget,  that  the  women  of  Kafhmire  are  fingdlariy^^ruk^ 
ful,  be  the  government  ever  fo  oppreffive,  or  fortune  at  all  pdtfH^ 
adverfe,  no  baneful  effefts  are  (e^n  to  operate  on  the  propagalnkxi 
cf  the.fpecies,  which  is  maintained  with  a  AieceTsfiil  perieverance. 
I  will  not  presume  to  inVeHigate  the  p&yfic^  catife  bf  a  vir«ue  (b 
copiotifly  Ihheitnt  in  the  men  and  women  bf-#iifr  country,  but 
win  fimpfy  intimate  to  you  i^t  its  waters^are  well  ftored  witrh 
fi(h,  which  is  thought  to  be  a  generatii^e  Hknutus^  and  conltkutes 
« 'plfinidipiii  aitkle  of  the  4^  df  the  pedpteV  \ 

'  Tne  langaage  of  Kaihmire  evidently  fpntgi  fr(fthtiie  Skn-^ 
Icrit  flock,  and  refembles  iti  foinftd,  that  of  the  Mahrattas^  though 
With  more  harftinefs,  which'  has  probably  induced  the  inhabitants 
\o  compofe  their  ibngs  in  the  Perfic,  or  adopt  thofe  of  the  Perfiam 
poets.  Yet  in  defpite  of  €fie  unpleafant  tone  of  their  fpeech,  there 
fs  fcarcdy  a  perfon  in  the  country,  frcM»  yodth  to  old  age,  who 
has  iK)t  a  ta{!e  for  muiic.  .  -     •  *   »  - 

The 
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The  KsKQMnirians  afe  gay  and  Uv^  pec^le,  witb  ftrbng  pro- 
jffUB^pfi^  tb  ploafiire.  None  are  more  eager  in  the  purfuit  of  wealth* 
bave  moKf  iovsnttre  iaculties  in  acquiring  if,'  or  who  devi^  mom 
9iQijes;  Q$.  'iHkaaaitt  ezpenfe.  When  a  Kaihrnirian,  ev^en  oiP  the» 
V^eft  oriif,'  fiads  himfdf .  m  the  po^ffion  of  ten  fiiillings,  he 
h6s$  Do  line  in  afin&bling  his  party*  and'  launciutig  into  ihe  lake; 
S9kct8  Jbimielf.  till  the  laft  farthing  is  ijtent.  N^  <ian  the  d^otiffli 
oi  an  :A%baR  g6ictnme»^  wAuch  'loada  tibem  with  a  vafioiM  op* 
pirtffioo  and  thnlty,  eradicate  this  flrong  tendency  to  diffipatton, 
y^  thfib.ininniers,  it  if  faid>  have  undergone  a  manileft  change; 
fince  the  cUfmembennent  of  their  cociQtry  from  Hindoftan.  Eo^ 
ii)Vffi(gadi%i^eiibeiafi(y^^d  indnlg^ceol-the  Moguls,  thef  ^ve 
a.  idok  to  thcfir  pieafuns  and  thp  b^iit  4f  their  girtius^  T6ey  ap»^ 
peavei  in. gay  a^^d,  conffaruffced  eoftty -lycnldiiigs,  and  were  miKh 
addi^Bd  to  the  i^^eaSatai  of  the  t^ble^  '  IIk  intefefts  ai  this  pro^ 
idore^.dwrai  jfi»  Jtmn^y  favoixd  at  the'court,  -that  every  cbfbplame 
^atsift  JUs  govaroors  wiaa  attatitiveljr  Maoed  to,  and  iiny  s^tempt 
fp  mokft  the  pebplq^.uifliMinied  or  panifheci. 

b«  .the<«agii  ^.Admngaebe,  when-chd^^enue  of  the  di^ent 
i^rtions  of  the  einjum  exceeded -that  <>^>  the 'fricfent  day,  the  fdm 
telle^od  in  Kaihmite  amounted  to  three  and  a  Hall  lacks  of  rupees, 
but  at  this,  tim^y  not  Ids  than  twenty  Ikks  are  extracted  hy  the 
Afghan  governor,  who,  if  his  tribute  be  regularly  remitted  to 
towU  it  AHofwed  .tp  sxefcute  wit^i  impunity  l^ery^agbofViotehce. 
Tkh  tsUatOK  fiqpxu  has  ienfiblj  af£s^e(l  thedepoitriMint'anSl^niah- 

ners 


H  FORSTER'S    TRAVELS.^ 

Bers  of  the.  Katlitptriansy  who  fhrink  with  dread  from  the  Afghan 
opprefl)(^,  iand  are  fearful  of  making  any  difplay  of  opulence^ 
^  GeorgUfi  merchant,  who  had  long  refided  in  the  country,  gave 
sae  the  moft  £ittsfa&ory  information  of  Kafhmire.  He  faid,  that 
when  he  firft  yifited  the  province,  which  was  governed  hy  a  perfon 
of  a;  moderate  dirpofition,  the  people  were  lioentioas,  volatile  and 
profufe.  Bi|t»  that  fince.  the  iadminlftration  of  the  late  chief,  an 
Afghaa  of  a  fierce  and  rapacious  temper,  they  had  become  difpi-- 
rited,  their  way  of  living  mean,  their  drefs  (lovenly,  and  dioug^ 
of  a  temper  proverbially  loquacious,  they  wer^  averfe  from  com«» 
mimicsiting  ordinary  intelligence. 

During  my  refidebce  in  Kaihmire,  I  often  witnefled  die  har(b 
treatment  which  the  cotnmon  people  received  at  the  hands  of  their 
mafters,  who  rarely  iiTued  an  order  without/a  blow  of  the  fide  o^ 
their  hatchet,  a  common  weapon  of  the  Afghans,  and  uied  by- 
tliem  in  war,  as  a  battle-axe.  Though  the  inhabitants  of  thitf 
province  are  held  under  a  grievous  futjeflion,  and  endure  evilj» 
the  moft  mortifying  to  human  nature,  being*  equally  opprefied  and 
infulted,  the  various  teftimonies  brought  lu^e  to  me  of  their 
common  depravity  of  difpofition^  made  me  the  kfs  £enfible  of 
their  diilrefs;  and  in  a  ihort  time  (o  faint  was  the  trace  of 
it  on  my  mind,  that  I  even  judged  them  worthy  of  their  adveriei 
fortune. 

Jn  viewing  tbe  manners  of  a^peopk  at  large,  it  were  at  once  a 
facrifice  of  truth  and  every  claim  to  hiflorical  merit,  to  introduce 
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pacfliona^  or  fknciful  cbloliringj  yet  the  coolcft  refl^ftion  docs 
not  withold  roe  frool  fdyingi  that  I  never  kne\y  a  naticmal  body  of 
mpti  more  impregnated  with  the  principles  of  vice/ than  the  natives 
of  Kaftimire.  The  charafter  of  a  Kafhmirian  is  conrpicupufly 
fisen,  when  invefted  with  official  powen  Supported  by  an  au- 
thority which  preicfibes  no  limits  to  its  agents^  in  the  accumula- 
lion  of  pubfiq  emoluments^  the  Kafhmirian  difplays  the  genuine 
cpmpofition  of  his  mind.  He  becomes  intent  on  immediate  ag- 
gr^iHlizement,  without  reje£ling  any  inftrument  which  can  promote 
his  purpofe.  Rapacious  and  arrogant,  he  evinces  in  all  his  a^lions^ 
deceit,  treachery,  and  that  fpecies  of  refined  cruelty,  which  ufually 
actuates  the  condu£b  of  a  coward.  And  it  is  faid,  that  he  is 
equally  fickle  in  his  conn^ions/  as  implacable  in  enmity.  In  be- 
half of  humanity,  I  could  wifii  not  to  have  been  capacitated  to 
exiiibit  fo  difgufling  a  pi£ture,  which  bang  conftantly  held  out  to 
me  for  near  three  months,  in  various  lights,  but  with  little  relief, 
imprefied  me  with  a  general  diflike  of  mankind. 

The  Kaflimirians  are  fo  whimfically  curious,  that  when  any 
trivial  queftion  is  propofed  to  them,^  its  intention  ^nd  ptirpoie 
is  enquired  into  with  a  firing  of  futile  interrogatories,  before 
the  necefiary  information  is  given  s  and  a  fhopkeeper  rax-cly  ac- 
•knowledges  the  poffefiion  of  a  commocHty,  until  he  is  apprized  of 
the  quantity  required.  In  examining  the  lltuation  in  which  thefe 
people  have  been  placed,  with  its  train  of  relative  effefts,  the  Ipc- 
culative  moralift  will  perhaps  difcovcr  one  of  the  larger  iburces. 
Vol.  IL  D  from 
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from  whence  this  caft  of  manners  and  difpofition  has  ari(en«  H« 
will  perceive  that  the  fmgijlar  pofition  of  their  country,  its  abun« 
dant  and  valuable  produce,  with  a  happy  climate,  tend  to  excite 
ftrong  inclinations  to  luxurjr  and  effeminate  pleafures ;  and  he  id 
aWare,  that  to  counteraft  caufes,  naturally  tending  to  enervat* 
and  corrupt  the  mind,  a  fyftem  of  religion  or  morality  is  neceffary 
to  inculcate  the  love  of  virtue,  and  efpecially,  to  imprefs  the  youth 
with  early  fentiments  of  juftice  and  humanity.  But  he  will  evi- 
dently fee,  that  neither  the  religious  or  the  moral  precepts  of  tim 
prefent  race  of  Mahometans  contain  the  principles  of  re£titade  or 
philanthropy  j  that  on  the  contrary,  they  are  taught  to  look  with 
abhorrence  on  the  faireft  portion  of  %he  globe,  and  to  periecute 
and  injure  thofe  who  are  not  inclofed  in  the  fold  of  their  prophet. 
Seeing  then  the  Kafhmirians,  preitding  as  it  were  at  the  fountain 
head  of  pleafure,  neither  guided  or  checked. by  any  principle  or  ex-* 
ample  of  virtue,  he  will  not  be  furprized,  that  they  give  ft  wide 
fcope  to  the  pafliohs  of  the  mind  and  the  rajoyment?8  of  the 
body. 

AzAD  Khan,  the  prefeht  governor  of  Kafhmhie,  of  the  Af-i 
ghan  tribe,  fucceeded  his  father  Hadji  *  Kareem  Dad,  a  d(m)eftic 
officer  of  Ahmed  Shah  Duranny,  and  who  was,  at. the  death  of 
that  prince,  advanced  to  the  government  of  Kaflimire,  by  'timuf 
Shah,  as  a  reward  for  quelling  the  rebdlionof  the  Amir  Khan, 

*  T^hpfe  who  faavc  made  (he  pilgrimage  of  Mecca  are  tenned  HadjU 

who 
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who  ha^  been  ttlr^dy  mentioned.  Though  the  Kaihmirians  e^ 
xflaini  with  b^rneis  at  the  admuiiftratidn  o£  HaAji  Karsem  Da4 
Vrho  i^a6.viotoaowf<x  hirwstitpacradties'and  ih&tiable avarice-^;. 
tktti  for  tixnai  offences*  throwing  the  iidikbkant^  tyed  by^die 
back  in  pairs^  isto  tin  river,  plundering  thdr  property,  and  forcing 
their,  women  of  every  dsfcription;  yet  tiiey  fay,  he  was  a  fyftema- 
tical  tyrant^  and  $tttahied  his  puipoies,  however  atrocious,  through 
a  fifffid  medinm.  They  holda'diiferent  language  in  fpeaking  of 
the  fcDy  whom  diey  denominate  the  Zaulim  Kham,  a  Periic  phrafe 
inrfaich  eipreOes  a  tyrant  widiout  difcemmcnt  j  and  if  the  fmaller 
porfiok  of  the  charges  againft  him  are  true,  the  appellation  k 
fitly  beftowed.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  j  he  has  few  of  the 
irices  of  youth ;  he  is  hot  addided  to  the  pleafures  of  the  haram, 
|u>r  to  wine :  he  does  not  even  fmoke  the  Hookah.  But  his  aSt 
of  ferocity  etceol  common  belief}  they  would  ibem  to  ori^natb 
in  the  wildeft  caprice,  and  to  difplay  a  temper  rarely  ieen  in  the 
nature  of  man. 

That  you  may  form  fbme  fpedfic  knowledge  of  the  character 
of  this,  let  me  call  him,  infernal  defpot,  I  will  mention  feme  fads 
■which  were  communicated  during  my  refideiice  in  the  province. 
While  he  was  paiBing  with  his  court,  under  orte  of  the  wooden 
bridges  of  the  city,  on  which  a  crowd  of  pcopje  had  affembled  to 
obferve  the  procefiion,  he  levelled  his  mufquet  at  an  opening  which 
he  iaw  in  the  path  way,  arid  bang  an  expert  markfman,  he  fhot 
to  death  an  unfortunate  )f|Jeaator.    Soon  after  hi«  acceffion  to  the 

D  2  govern- 
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government,  he  accufed  his  mother  of  infidelity  to  her  huiband, 
and  in  defiance  of  the  glaring  abfurdity  which  appdaredln  the  aU 
Jegation,  as  well  as  the  anxious  intreaties  of  the  woman  who  had 
borne  him  to  fave  her  from  (hame,  fhe  was  ignominioufly  driven 
from  the  palace ;  and  about  the  fame  time,  on  a  like  frivolous 
pretence,  he  put  one  of  his  wives  to  death.  A  film  on  one  of  his 
eyes  had  baffled  the  attempts  of  many  operators,  and  being  impa- 
tient at  the  want  of  fuccefs,  he  told  the  laft  furgeon  who  had 
been  called  in,  that  if  the  diforder  was  not  remedied  within  a 
Hmited  time,  allowing  but  a  few  days,  his  belly  (hould  be  cut 
:#pea  s  the  man  failed  in  the  cure,,  and  Azad  Khan  verified  hir 
threat 

These  pafiagcs  were  related  to  me  by  different  pcrfbnj,  fome 
ilrangers*  in  the  country,  others>  who  from  the  ftations  they 
lield,  would  rather  have  been  induced  to  fpeak  favourably. 
Azad  Khan  had,  in  the  three  firfl  months  of  his  government^ 
become  an  obje£l  of  fuch  terror  to  the  Kafhmirians,  that  the 
-cafual  mention  of  hia  name  produced  an  inftant  horroir  and  an 
involuntary  fupplication  of  the  aid  of  their  prophet.  Among 
.the  lefifcr  order  of  his  exaflions,.  but  which  ieemed  to*  me  the 
jDoft  unpopular  and  difcouraging,  is  that  levied  from  the  cour- 
tezans or  dancing  girls,:  who  are  obliged  to  account  for  every 
funfi  of  money  they  receive^  and  to  pay  the  larger  fhare  of  it 
to  the  intendant  of  the  police ;  nor  are  they  allowed  to  attend 
at  any  feftival  or  entertainmentj  without  the  pelrmifiion  of  that 

officer.. 


FORSTER'S    TRAVELS.  ^9 

officer.  The  rigorous  treatment  of  this  clafs  of  females,  which 
are  ever  the  moft  pleafing  to  fociety  from  the  indulgence  granted 
to  them,  has  here  effefted  a  gr4evous  change  s  for  though  Kafh- 
Oiire  is  known  to  abound  in  fine  women,  few  are  now  feeti 
among  the  courtesans. 

A  REVENUE  of  between  twenty  and  thirty  lacks  of  rupees 
is  coUefled  from  this  province,  of  which  a  tribute  of  (even 
lacks  is  remitted  to  the  treafury  of  Timur  Shah,  The  army  of 
Kafhmire,  a  part  of  which  I  have  feen  embodied,  confifts  of 
about  three  thoufand  horfe  and  foot,  chiefly  Afghans,^  who  had 
received  little  pay  for  two  years,  and  many  of  them,  for  want 
of  a  better  fubfiftence,  were  obliged  to  live  on  the  Kernel  of 
the  Singerahj-f  or  water-nut,  which  is  plentifully  produced  in 
the  lakes  of  the  country. 

In  noticing  the  character  of  the  governor  of  Kafhmire,  which 
is  compofed   of  little  elie  than  a  blind  deftru6tive  cruelty,  you 


*  The  native9  of  this  proyince  are  rarely  (een  engaged  in  a  military  occupation, 
from  which  their  genius  fecms  averfe ;  and  it  is  held  an  •ftabliflied  rule  in  the  Afghan 
government,  to  refiife  the  admittance  of  a  Ka(hmirian  into  their  army*  The  common 
people  ufually  carry  abroad  v^ith  them  in  the  winter  feafon  an  earthen  ftove,  which 
hanging  near  the  thigb,. gives  it  a  fcorched  appearance;  and  by  this  mark  a Kaflimirian 
is  difcovered,  ihould  he  by  ftealth*  endeavour  to  enlift*  The  fling,  in  the  ufe  of  whici^ 
they  are  expert,  feems  to  be  their  favourite  weapon,  and  enabks  them  with  Tittle  va« . 
jriation  to  oppofe  an  adverfary  at  a  diftance,  and  from  places  of  fecurity. 

f  The  Singerah  alfo  conftitutes  a  great  portion  of  the  food  of  the  lower  clafs  of 
Ae  natives,  and  the  exclufive  privilege  of  vending  it,  yields  annually  about  twelve 
tbwfand  pounds  to  the  government 

will 
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Vili  be  fiirpriaed  that  he  is  not  punifticd  or  rtftrainied  by  ffae 
court*    But  when  it  is  confidered  that  the  approach  to  this  ro- 
mote   province,  leads  through  hoftile  or  independant  territtiricf, 
that  Timur  Shah  is  equally  withdd  from  diftant  enterptize  by  &c 
accumulated  arrears  and  confequent  weaknefs  of  his  army,  to  whidi 
may  be  added  the  fear  of  domeftic  treafon,  and  a  native  indolence 
of  temper,  a  fufficient  caufe  will  be  feen  for  his  paffivc  regard  to 
the  intcriour  government  of  Kaflimire.    Contenting  himfelf  with 
the  tribute,  he  is  feldom  difpofcd  to  controul  the  .conduft  of  a  re- 
mote governor.    I  am  to  exprefs  a  regret,  that  previouily  to  my 
route,  I  had  not  perufed  the  accurate  and  candid  memoirs  of  Mr^ 
Bernier,  who  ftands  in  the  firft  rank  of  writers  on  Indian  hiftoiy : 
yet,  fliould  this  curfory  relation  throw  any  light  (Ml  his  defcdption 
of  Kaflimire,  as  lively  as  it  is  juft,  by  filling  up  a  chafm,  or  mark- 
ing the  changes  which  have  happened  fince  his  day,  I  fliall  hold 
it  in  fome  eftimation,  and  coAlider  any  inconveniency  which  might 
have  arifen  from  my  journey  thither,  honorably  requited.     Mr* 
Bernier  enjoy^  advantages  which  have  fallen  to  the  lot  of  few 
Afiatic  travellers,  and  fortunately  for  the  learned  world,  his  talents 
amply  improved  them.    He  travelled  into  Kaflimire  in  the  fuitc  of 
Daniflimund  Khan,   a  favourite   Omrah  of  Aurungzebe,  who 
having  a  tafte  for  fcience  and  letters,  encouraged  this  ingenious 
Frenchman  to  attentively  inveftigate  the  great  variety  of  its  curious 
produce*    He  has  alfo  defcribed  the  caufes  of  that  important  rb-- 
volution,  which  raifed  Aurungzebe  to  the  throne  of  Hindoftaii^ 

*    ♦  As 
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As  he  was  peribnally  el^gaged  in  the  fcene  of  a€(ion,  and  an  eye 
witnefs  of  many  of  the  principal  cvfents,  all  which  are  related  in 
a  fimple  interefting  language,  I  earneftly  recommend  to  yon  a  dili* 
gent  perafal  of  his  inftruftive  and  judicious  book.  This  writer 
having  chiefly  aflbciated  with  Mahometans,  who  invariably  poflefs 
an  absolute  abhorrence  of  the  religion  of  the  Hindoos^  and  being 
deflitnte  of  the  proper  documents  for  the  refearch,  he  has  not 
been  equally  Aiccefsful  in  his  explanation  of  the  principles  and 
fpirit  of  the  Hindoo  doctrines,  and  it  is  only  in  that  difcuffion  I 
prefume  to  doubt  the  opinions  of  Mr.  Bernier.  After  clofing 
this  diflfertation  on  Kaflimire, .  you  muft  permit  me  to  relate  my 
defultory  adventures  in  that  t:ountry. 

On  my  arrival  at  the  city^  I  was  accommodated  with  an  apart- 
ment in  the  houfe  of  Zulphucar  Khan,  and  feeing  l^m  of  fo  re- 
fpe£):able  a  charafter,  .and  difpofed  to  do  me  kindnefs,  I  had  re- 
iblved  to  remain  there,  but  my  lervant,  the  fame  perfon  who  had 
fet  upon  me  at  Jumbo,  difcovered  me  to  the  family  to  whom  he 
knew  I  had  brought  introduftory  letters,  and  being  urgently 
prefied,  not  to  fay  peftered,  to  lodge  at  the  houfe  of  a  Sheich 
Mirza>  the  brother  of  my  Jumbo  hofl*,  I  was  forced  out  of  the 
fdendly  roof  of  the  Khan,  whom  I  fliall  ever  remember  with  af- 
fedion  and  efteem.  His  father  having  filled  high  ftations  in  the 
upper  part  of  India,  at  the  period  of  the  Afghan  and  Sicque  inva- 
fions,  Zulphucar  Khan,  who  was  himfelf  prefent  at  fon)c  of  the 
tfSiions,  had  acquired  a  converfant  knowledge  of  the  motives  that 

actuated 
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a£tuated  the  dIfFerent  parties ;  and  his  remarks  on  the  various- 
events  of  thofe  times,  from  which  I  derived  much  ufeful  infor- 
mation, denoted  a  found  difcerning  judgement,  little  heated  by 
prejudice,  or  fettered  by  thofe  narrow  precepts  which  ufually  fway. 
the  mind  of  a  Mahometan,  He  ftritlly  obfei-ved  the  ceremonies 
of  his  religion,  which  were  performed  with  an  apparent  convic- 
tion of  their  reditude  j  and,  though  he  daily  faw  my  rpmiffion  of 
tht  cuflomary  worfhip  of  his  family,  he  neither  remarked  or 
cenfured  it.  r 

At  Sheich  Mirza's,  I  was  received  with  fplendid  offers  of 
friindfhip,  and  all  that  farrago  of  proteftation,  the  conunon  bur* 
then  of  Afiatic  language,  which  goes  for  nothing.  The  truth 
was,  the  brother  at  Jumbo  had  repreiented  me  as  a  wealthy  merchant 
who  would  produce  great  profit  to  the  houfci  and  this  obje£l  de-- 
luged  me  at  the  firft  meeting  with  compliments,  which  com- 
menced with  embracing  my  legs,  and  ended  in  wafhing  my  beard 
in  rofe  water.  Nor  did  be  ceafe  to  load  me  with  a  feries  of 
dilgulling  attentions,  until  I  told  him  that  my  bufmefs  obliged 
me  to.  proceed,  without  delay,  to  Kabul.  The  arrival  of  a  mer« 
chant  from  Conftantinople  compleated  my  relief  ^  for  then  the 
^eick  had  no  leifure  to  fay  a  civil  word  to  any  one,  and  feeing 
indeed,  that  my  refidence  promifed  no  emolument  to  the  houfe,  be 
would  without  ceremony  have  turned  me  out  of  it,  had  another. 
Turk  appeared. 

A$  there  are  no  karavanfcras  in  Kafhmire,  commercial  Gran- 
gers 
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gers  are  lodged  with  their  brokers,  who  finding  an  account  in  af- 
fording fuch  afccommodation,  are  generally  polTefled  of  large  and 
convenient  habitations,     A    Georgian,  who  occupied  the  room 
next  to  mine,  and  was  a  very  agreeable  neighbour,  did  not,  I  ob- 
ferved,   give   a  ready  credit  to  my  ftory,  which  he  crofs  exami- 
ned  with   fome   tokens  of  fufpicion ;    and  one  day,  having  de-^ 
fired    to  '  look   at    my    head,   he  decidedly,  pronounced  it  to  be 
that  of  a  chriftian.     But  he  became  alarmed,  when  I  cautioned 
him,    in  a  ferious  tone,    to  be  lefs  hafty  in  forming  fo  danger- 
ous  an   opinion;  for    he   muft   know,   that  to  befto^v  fuch  an 
appellation  *  on  a  believer  of  the  true  faith,  was  a  grievous  of- 
fence in  a  Mahometan  country.     In  a  future  converfation  ^with 
the    Georgian,   he  explained  to  me,  and  prdved  by  comparifon, 
that   the   head   of   a   Chriftian  is  broad  behind  and  flatted  out 
at   the  crown;    that  a  Mahometan's  head  grows  narrow  at  the 
top,  and  like  a  monkies  has  a  conic  form.     This  Georgian  was 
aflbciated  in  trade  with  one  of  his  countrymen  then  refiding  at 
Benares,  and  feeing  that  he  viewed  me  with  miftruft,  the  com- 
munication   of    which    muft    have    had    mifchievous    efFe£ls,    I 
judged  it  prudent  to  difclofe  my  true  ftory ;  premifing,  with  an 
afliirance,    that   fliould   treachery   or  his   indifcretion  bring  on 
me   any  mifchance,  his  eftate  at  Benares  would  become  forfeit, 
and  the  perfon  of  his  companion  expofed  to  punifliment.     This 

♦  Nazarcne  is  a  term  of  bitter  reproach  among  the  northern  Mahometans. 
Vol.  II.  E  language. 
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language,  fupported  by  a  difpofition  naturally  honourablci  en- 
fured  his  zealous  attachment,  from  which  I  derived  many  ufes, 
during  my  ftay  in  Kaftimire. 

The  Dewan,  whom  I  daily  attended,  flill  continued  his 
former  kindoefs,  and  agreeably  to  his  promife,  (blicited  for  me 
the  governor's  permiilion  to  leave  the  province.  The  memorial 
prefented  by  the  Dew  an,  fet  forth,  that  a  Turk  who  had  come 
from  Hindoftan,  was  defirous  of  paffing,  with  two  domeftics, 
through  Kafhmire,  in  his  way  to  Conftantinople.  When  this 
purport  was  made  known  to  mc,  I  ftrongly  feared  its  failure; 
for  Grangers  rarely  vifit  Kaftimire  for  the  purpofe  of  curiofity 
or  amufement,  and  as  no  fpecific  occupation  was  afcribed  to 
me,  I  obferved  to  the  Dewan  that  a  rcfufal  might  be  expected, 
/The  apprehenfion  was  wholly  verified  in  Azad  Khan's  faying, 
that  the  Turks  were  good  foldiers,  which  he  then  wanted,  and 
that  he  would  employ  me  in  his  army.  It  was  in  vain  the 
Dewan  reprcfented  the  folicitu<Je  of  vifiting  my  country,  whence 
I  had  been  long  abfent,  and  that  little  benefit  would  accrue 
from  the  ferviccs  of  a  perfon  under  fuch  conftraint.  He  for- 
bade the  Hindoo,  in  a  voice  that  made  him  tremble,  to  ccafe 
from  urging  the  requeft,  for  he  had  formed  an  ultimate  refo- 
lution« 

When  the  Dewan  intimated  to  me  the  infonnation,  I  no- 
ticed an  evident  agitation  in  his  countenance;  and  though  you 
may  fuppofe  that  my  mind  was  ill  at  eale,  I  forced  upon  myftlf 

that 
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that  fpecies  of  refignation  which  is  habitual  to  an  Afiatic  in  his 
day  of  trouble,  and  gravely  afFc6led  to  adminifter  a  comfort  to  the 
Dewan^  which  was  more  wanting  to  myfelf*  From  that  moment, 
I  never  faw  him,*  nor  did  I  ever  impart  to  any  one  the  ftory  of 
my  f^lure,  well  knowing,  that  had  it  become  public,  no  one  would 
have  dared  to  have  given  me  affiftance  or  even  Ihelter. 

On  revolving  the  different  modes  of  extrication  from  this 
dilema,  I  bethought  myfelf  of  the  Banker,  on  whom  I  had 
brought  a  draft  from  Jumbo  ^  and  in  the  courfe  of  a  day  of 
two  I  applied  to  him  for  a  pafTport.  He  very  frankly  affured 
me  of  his  fervices,  from  which,  as  he  was  at  that  time  high 
in  the  eftimation  of  the  governor,  I  entertained  fanguine  hopes 
of  fuccefs,  and  to  obviate  the  rifque  that  might  arife  from  the 
name  of  Khuroe^  which  had  been  inferted  in  the  former  me- 
morial, I  now  took  that  of  EufufF,  a  Mahometan  merchant, 
going  on  a  commercial  adventure  to  Pefliour.  But  on  the  da/ 
when  the  paflport  was  to  have  been  iffued,  as  if  my  evil  flar 
had  determined  to  rule,  the  banker  fell  under  the  difpleafure  of 
the  defpot,  which  fo  wholly. deranged  him,  that  my  bufinefs  no 
longer  occupied  his  thoughts.  He  had  been  folicited  to  advance  a 
conliderable  loan  to  the  government,  but  aware  of  the  rifque  of 
fuch  a  negociation,  he  pleaded  inability,  and  the  laft  time  I  went 

*  This  unfortunate  man  was  I  underftand,  afterwards  put  to  death  by  Azad  Khan, 
in  one  of  his  many  moments  of  capricious  cruelty. 

E  e  a  to 
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to  his  houfe,  he  was  trembling  in  an  agony  of  fear,  frotn  an  ap- 
prehenfion  of  Azad  Khan's  refentment.*    . 

In  treating  of  the  government  of  Kaflimire,  I  omitted  to  men- 
tion, that  it  had  not  hitherto  extended  its  apprehenfion  to  mer- 
chants, who,  from  the  weahh  which  they  introduced  into  the 
province,  were  refpeSed  and  even  indulged-  The  obftacles  that 
flood  in  the  way  of  my  departure,  now  became  ferious,  and  gave 
me  much  anxiety,  I  was  thrown  into  the  power  of  a  capricious 
tyrant,  under  a  femblance  alfo,  which  if  difcovered,  might  be 
fatal,  and  I  was  precluded  by  the  late  occurrence,  from  a  perfonal 
application  to  the  court.  Endeavouring  to  remove  the  appearance 
of  chagrin,  I  intreated  the  Georgian,  who  has  been  mentioned,  to 
expedite  my  departure,  though  without  communicating  any  part 
of  the  former  failures.  Only  obferving  that  the  multiplicity  of 
bufmefs,  neceffarily  engroffing  the  attention  of  the  dewan,  of  whofc 
friendfhip  for  me  he  had  been  apprifed  prevented  me  from 
giving  him  further  trouble.  The  buiinefs  was  undertaken  with  a 
zealous  alacrity,  and  by  an  unremitted  attendance  of  fifteen  days, 
aided  by  a  fmall  bribe,  was  accompliftied.  Having  hired  a  horfe 
from  a  native  of  Pefhour,  who  was  returning  to  that  city,  and 
taken  into  my  fervice  a  Perfian  boy,  on  the  iiih  of  June  I  left 
Kaflimire  and  my  honeft  Georgian  friend. 

The  river  Jalum,    at  the   diftance  of   ten   miles   from   the 

He  was,  at  a  future  period,  I  am  informed,  put  to  death  by  the  Afghan. 

city. 
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city,  is  formed  by  the  hollow  furface  of  the  country,  into  a  fheet 
of  water,  of  feven  or  eight  miles  in  circumference,  called  in  the 
Kaftimirian  language,  the  VVuUer,  which  has  a  gentle  fouthern 
current,  and  is  gradually  contraded  as  the  land  rifes. 

On  the  morning  of  the  1 2th,  arrived  at  Sompre,  nine  cofles, 
a  populous  town  on  the  eaftem  fide  of  the  Jalum,  where  the  paff- 
port  was  depofited  and  another  iffued.  After  a  halt  of  three  hours, 
which  were  chiefly  employed  in  repairing  the  riding  tackle,  which 
was  all  of  cordagp,  bridle,  flirrups  and  girth,  I  proceeded  in  com- 
pany with  Mohubullah,  the  proprietor  of  the  fteed,  and  Huflin, 
the  Perfian  bay,  to  the  fmall  village  of  Markore,  a  ftage  of  tea 
colTes.  Mohubullah  made  a  good  travelling  pillaw,  of  which  the 
bones  were  picked,  and  pluming  niyfelf  on  having  outwitted  the 
governor  of  Kafhmire,  I  went  to  fleep  in  an  adjacent  mofque  with 
a  light  heart. 

On  the  13th,  at  Hourree  Dana,  four  cofles,  an  hamlet,  fituate 
three  miles  within  the  boundary  -of  the  province.  The  night 
bring  cool,  I  had  thrown  over  my  bed-cloths  a  coat,  in  the  pocket 
of  which  was  depofited  the  paflportj  when,  in  an  evil  hour,  juft 
as  I  was  beginning  to  awake,  a  thief  fnatched  my  coat,  and  made 
his  efcape.  Had  the  coat  been  of  any  other  colour  than  red,  it  would 
not,  I  believe,  have  attra£ted  the  marauder's  notice  -,  but  a  fpark 
of  vanity,  many  of  which  have  lighted  me  into  fcenes  of  trouble, 
prompted  the  purchafe  of  this  gaudy  garment,  which  before  had 

been 
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been  often  flared  at.  I  mentioned  to  the  officer  in  charge  of 
.  the  pafs  at  the  boundary,  the  affair  of  the  theft  and  the  lofs  of  the 
pafsport,  to  the  truth  of  which  Mohubullah  bore  teftimony,  ad- 
ding that  I  was  Seid,  and  it  was  well  known  the  Seids,  never,  uU 
tered  a  falfity;  Huffin  alfo  fwore  by  the  beard  of  his  father 
to  the  truth  of  the  fa6l.  The  officer  who  was  a  Ka(hmirian 
heard  the  ftory,  with  a  grav«  countenance,  and  looking  as  if  he 
did  not  believe  a  word  of  it,  faid  that  I  muft  procure  another  pafs- 
port.  Seeing  that  words  made  no  impreffion  on  this  vigilant 
guardian  of  his  poft,  (which  it  would  have  furprifed  me,  if  they 
had.)  I  fecretly,  tendered  him  a  few  rupees,*  for  his  good  wilL 
The  fight  of  the  money  produced  an  immediate  efFeft  on  every  fea- 
ture of  his  face,  which  foftening  into  a  fmile  of  compliance,  I 
moved  on. — Our  party  had  not  preceded  three  hundred  yards, 
when,  four  men  were  perceived  running  after  us  with  great  fpeed 
and,  in  a  loud  voice,  ordering  us  to  halt.  On  coming  up  they 
feized  me,  alledging  I  was  a  flate  criminal,  whom  they  were  di- 
refted  to  convey  to  the  city ;  nor  did  I  efcape  from  their  hands, 
until  I  had  applied  the  argument,  which  had  before  opened  the 
gate,  but  to  a  much  larger  amount. — Huffin,  who  had  ieen  the 

*  The  Rupee  is  the  current  coin  of  Kafluntre,  and  diat  ftnick  at  Moradabad  ia 
Rohilcund,  is  held  in  the  greateft  eftimation.  From  the  baTenels  of  the  filver  a  large 
difcount  is  allowed  on  that  of  Ka(hmire.  Copper  money  of  the  value  of  a  halfpenny 
and  cowreys,  a  fmall  marine  (hell,  compofe  the  other  currency  of  this  province. 

pafs- 
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^fsport  and  witnefled  the  theft^  expreffed  aftoni(hment  at  the 
largenefs  of  the  fum,  and  accufed  me  of  extravagant  folly.  But, 
hs  did  not  know  the  caufe  of  my  arverfion  to  a  public  examination  • 

On  the  14th,  at  Doumbab,  fifteen  cofTes,  a  fmall  village  de-» 
pendant  on  the  chief  of  Muzzufferabad.  The  limit  of  Rafhmire 
on  this  quarter  is  terminated  by  a  low  thick  wood,  the  edge  of 
which  is  ikirted  by  a  rivulet,  and,  on  the  other  fide  rifes  a  lofty 
<hsm  of  mountains,  ftretching  to  the  north  and  fouth,  whofe  fum- 
mits  are  in  fome  parts,  now,  covered  with  fnow,  a  deep  traft  of 
which  I  croffed.  The  inhabitants  of  the  Muzzufferabad  diftrifts,  de- 
nominated Bombaus,  are  Mahometans  of  the  Afghan  tribe  and 
inimical  to  the  Kaflimirians,  who,  under  the  father  of  the  pre- 
fcnt  governor,  had  laid  their  territory  wafte.  The  rumour  of  ano- 
ther invafion  prevailing,  at  this  time,  I  was  ftriftly  examined,  but 
the  management  of  Mohubullah,  with  a  fmall  donation,  gave  us 
an  unmol^led  progrefs*  The  face  of  the  country  exhibits  a  con^ 
tinned  view  of  mountains,  on  the  fide  of  which  are  feen  patches  of 
cultivated  ground  and  fcattered  hamlets  of  three  or  four  cottages. 

On  the  i5tb,  at  Noufere,  twelve  cojSTes,  part  of  the  road  bended 
over  the  brow  of  a  fteep  and  craggy  mountain,  at  the  foot  of 
which,  a  river,  which  here,  takes  the  name  of  Muzzufierabad,* 
runs  with  extreme  rapidity  j  and  breaks  upon  the  numerous  infu- 
lated  rocks  that  interrupt  its  paffage,  with  a  noife  of  thunder. 

•  The  proper  name  of  this  river  is  the  Kifhen  Gunga. 

On 
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On  the  i6th,  at  Paunch-Graum,  fix  coffes,  the  road  was  ftill 
more  difficult  of  paffage  than  that  of  yefterday.  The^  mountain 
being  in  fome  places  fo  fteep,  that  projefting  beam.<r  arc  fixed,  inta 
its  fide,  to  fupport  a  path  of  planks,  for  the  accommodation  of 
foot  paflcngers  j  horfes  are  fent  by  another  traft.  This  path  hath 
been  lately  repaired,  out  of  the  favings  of  charity,  by  a  Mahometan 
mendicant,  who  had,  alfo,  in  a  recefs  of  the  hill,  ercfted  a  fmali 
building  for  the  refreftiment  of  travellers.  It  being  one  of  thefc 
few  a6ls  of  public  benefit,  within  the  compafs  of  my  knowledge, 
performed,  by  this  clafs  of  men,  I  deem  the  communication  a 
matter  of  confcience ;  for,  too  frequent  occafions  of  reprobating 
them  have  already  ofl^ered. 

On  the  17th,  at  MuzzufFerabad,  ten  coffes,  a  town  ftanding  on 
the  eaftern  bank  of  the  Kiftien  Gunga,*  fmall,  but  populous,  and 
the  refidence  of  a  chief  entitled  Sultan  Mahmoud,  who  after  divi- 
ding the  greateft  portion  of  his  territory  among  the  younger  bran- 
ches of  his  family,  referved  this  town,  with  a  diftrift  yielding 
about  a  lack  of  rupees,  for  his  private  maintenance* 

On  the  morning  of  the  18th,  I  croffed  the  river,  and  joined  a 
ftiaul  kafilah  proceeding  to  Pelhour.    A  ferry  boat  ufcd  at  this 


*  The  Kiflien  Gunga  runs  here,  to  the  left,  with  a  courfe  nearly  fouth-wed  and 
ialls,  I  was  informed,  into  the  Jalum,  among  the  mountains,  at  the  head  of  the  Pun- 
jab. Ifaw  many  people  crofs  this  river,  on  an  inflated  (heep  or  dog*s  (kin,  which,  fup- 
porting  the  head  and  breaft  of  the  paflenger,  is  impelled  and  guided  by  the  motion  of 

his  legs. 


place. 
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place,  is  frequently,  by  the  violence  of  the  current  and  a  rocky 
ihore,  dafhed  to  pieces ;  And  being  now,  in  this  ftate,  I  paflTed 
over^  tho'  with  much  difficulty,  a  bridge  of  ropes,  about  100  yards 
in  length.  A  ftout  rope,  fattened  to  wooden  pofts,  on  either  fliore, 
has  attached  to  it,  a  certain  number  of  carved  pieces  of  wood  in 
the  form  of  oxen  yokes,  with  the  forks  placed  vertically;  and, 
the  fides  of  the  yokes  being  embraced  by  fmaller  ropes,  afford  a 
hold  to  the  paffengers.— The' road  from  the  limit  of  Kaflimire  to 
Muzzufferabad  tends  to  the  fouth-weft  and  leads  over  a  country, 
covered  with  mountains,  which  are  thinly  interfered  with  abrupt 
valleys. 

On  the  i8th,  halted  at  a  mofque,  on  the  weftern  fide  of  Kiihen 
Gunga. 

On  the  19th,  the  kafilah  proceeded  a  cofs  inland  from  the  riven 
The  heat  of-  the  weather  during  the  day,  and  the  remains  of  a 
ficknefs  had  fo  enervated  me,  that  I  could  not  walk  a  few  paces, 
without  extreme  pain  and  laflitude.  But,  my  little  wants  were, 
readily,  fupplied  by  Mohubullab,  who  procured  good  provifions, 
cooked  them,  and  was  my  pipe  bearer. 

On  the  20th,  at  Dunnee,  three  coffes,  a  fmall  village,  on  the 
eaftem  bank  of  the  Nhah,  a  narrow  rapid  river,  which  falls  into 
the  Kiflien  Gunga.  The  kafilah  remained  at  this  place,  until  the 
inhabitants  had  conftru6led  a  bridge,  which  confided  of  two  entire 
beams,  at  the  diftance  of  three  feet  afunder,  with  an  interfticc  of 
planks,  faftened  by  cordage.  The  performance  of  this  work,  a  very^ 
Vol.  II.  F  tedious 
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tedious  one,  was  chiefly  expedited  by  Sultan  Mahrfttfud^  in  {>erf6t)^ 
who,  though  an  old  man,  (hewed  a  perfevering  aftivity  with  a  great 
fhare  of  good  temper.  The  rAaferials  of  the  bridge,  which  hatf 
been  floated  from  fome  diflrance,  having,  by  the  force  of  the  cur- 
rent,  been  carried  below  the  proper  ftation,  we  were  detained  at 
Dunnec  for  another  fupply  of  wood,  until" the  28th,  when  we 
moved  three  cofTes,  and  halted  in  an  uninhabited  valley. 

On  the  29tb,  on  the  fummit  of  a  mountain,  ten  cofles,  in  the 
diftridts  of  Jiddoon,  governed  by  a  Patau  chief.  In  a  deep  part 
of  this  hill,  where  the  path,  from  fome  rain  that  had  fallen,  was 
flippery,  my  horfe  jftumbled ;  and  had  not  a  tree  been  within 
reach)  a  branch  of  which'  I  caught,  I  mud  have  been  thrown  down 
a  lofty  declivity.  This  night  I  experienced  fome  of  thofc  incon* 
veniencies  to  which  travellers  of  my  defcription  are  occafionally 
fubje6l.  My  baggage  was  thoroughly  foaked  by  the  rain ;  and 
water,  which  had  already  fo  much  annoyed  me,  was  not  to  be 
found,  nor  a  flick  of  fuel.  Thefe  embarrafihients,  which  made  me 
tefty  and  much  difpofed  to  quarrel  with  my  neighbours,  were  at 
Jength  obviated  by  the  aftive  fervices  of  Mohubullah,  who  having' 
brought  water  and  fuel  from  a  long  diftance,  prepared  a  mefs  of 
broth  from  fome  mutton  in  our  (lore,  which  afforded  a  regale  to  a 
very  hungry  party.  The  Jiddoon  road  being  difficult  of  accefs,  is 
little  frequented,  and,  until  the  paflTage  of  our  kafilah,  had  never, 
I  was  informed,  been  ufed  by  merchants.  The  common  traft  lies 
through  the  Puckley  territory,  but  the  inhabitants  of  that  quarter, 

notorious 
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aotorious  fbr  a  $erce  and  predatory  difpoiition^  had  lately  oom- 
initted  fo  many  robberies  on  commercial  property,  that  the  director 
of  our  party  judged  the  route  too  hazardous. 

X)n  the  30th,  at  Manghellec,  fix  colTes,  a  fmall  town,  the  re- 
sidence of  a^  Shadee  Khan^  the  chief  of  Tiddoon.  Halted  at  this 
place  for  the  acDufting  the  payment  of  duties,  and  of  an  eicort> 
that  had  accompanied  our  progrefs  through  the  country^  until  the 
fhfi  4th  of  July,  when  we  proceeded  to  Kotillee,  a  fort  in  the  pof^ 
feflion  of  Meimoun  Khan,  a  brother  and  vaiTal  of  the  chief  of  Ja«> 
nouL  Halted  on  the  5th»  to  compofe  a  difference  of  0[Hnion9 
that  had  arifco  among  the  merchantSi  r^pefling  the  chcvos  of 
a  rpad, 

On  the  6th,  at  Nheamut  or  Enayet  Serau^  eight  cofie^,  a  for^^ 
tidied  village,  wUh  a  k^ravanlbra,  fitaate  on  die  woftom  limit  of 
Jmoul,  the  tejrritory  of  Gul  Sheie  Khan,  a  Mahometan  of  the 
Afg^uoi  tnhe.  Being  told  that  the  merchants  would  be  detained 
Ibime  days  at  this  place,  for  the  difcharge  of  cuftoms,  and  thence 
pr<H;ped  to  the  town  of  Beer,  the  refidence  of  Gal  Shere,  where 
as  at  many  other  Nations,  a  long  delay  would  be  occafioned,  I 
propofed  to  Mohubuliah  the  profecution  of  our  journey  by  a 
nearer  route.  He  gave  a  ready  aflcnt  to  the  meafure,  affuring  me 
aUb,  that  his  knowledge  of  the  country  and  many  of  Ae  principal 
people  promifpd  very  rcafonable  fuccefs  j  but  he  required,  as  the 
6rft  condition,  an  implicit  obedience  to  all  his  diredions,  and  a 

F  2  reftraint 
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reftraint  on  that  impatience  of  temper,  with  which  he  was  forry 
to  obferve  I  was  too  much  aftuatcd. 

On  the  7th  we  left  the  Serauce,  and  conduced  by  a  guide 
through  an  unfrequented  path,  we  paflfed  without  moleftation  the 
Tyrrhone  diftrifts, '  where  moft  danger  was  apprehended,  and 
halted,  during  the  heat  of  the  day^  at  a  fmall  fortified  village. 

In  the  evening,  after  various  alarms,  we  arrived  at  the  fort 
of  Kote,  nine  cofTes,  which,  with  an  adjacent  diftridl^,  is  held 
by  a  Nujjeeb  Khan.  It  is  to  be  noticed,  that  Enayet  Serau 
ftands  on  the  weft  fide  of  a  break  of  that  great  range  of  moun* 
tains^  extending  along  the  head  of  the  Punjab,  and  within  which 
I  had  travelled,  with  little  variation,  from  the  Ganges  to  that 
place,  whence  I  entered  the  plain  country. 

On  the  8th,  at  Moun*ee,  five  cofTes,  a  fmall  village,  depend^ 
ing  on  the  Harbarry  territory,  which  is  governed  by  a  power- 
full  Afghan  chief.  We  had  fet  out  from  Kote  in  good  fpirits, 
enjoying  the  idea  of  being  liberated  from  a  party  obftr.u£ted  by 
ccmftant  delays,  and  the  hope  of  making  an  expeditious  journey, 
through  a  trad,  which  was,  we  now  found,  cxpofed  to  the  in- 
curfions  of  banditti.  But  thefe  pleafing  thoughts  were  wholly 
difpclled  by  the  intelligence  of  a  pafTenger,  who  told  us,  that  , 
when  he  left  Kote,  a  body  of  horfemen  were  preparing  to  fol- 
low and  plunder  us.  Mohubullah  immediately  refolved  to  re- 
turn  ta  the   fort,  where  he  (aid  they  would  be  deterred  from 

offering 
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offering  any  violence,  and  having  lodged  me  in  a  houfe  of  one 
of  the  inhabitants,  he  went  to  a  neighbouring  village,  the  refi- 
dence  of  a  Seid,  who  had  acquired  a  great  influence  in  that  quar- 
ter, and  folicited  his  protection,  which  he  informed  me  by  a  meC 
fenger  had  been. readily  granted.  On  receiving  this  favorable  in- 
telligence, I  went  to  the  JSeid  to  return  thanks  for  this  opportune 
afliftance,  and  found  him  ftretched  on  a  bed  amidft  a  grove  of 
fliady  trees,  and  furroundcd  with  boys,  fome  fanning  him,  while 
others  were  gently  rubbing  his  body.  Though  his  manners  evi- 
dently difplay«d  that  fuperiority  which  the  fuppofed  defcendants  of 
Mahomet  ufually  affume  from  their  lineage  and  rank,  he  was  not 
wanting  in  a  polite  civility;  nor  did  he  refufe  fome  fmall offerings, 
that  were  prefented  to  him  with  much  refpeft.  The  authority  of 
this  man  was  fo  implicitly  admitted,  that  we  were  efcorted  in 
ikfety  by  a  ftngle  domeflic,  whofe  fcrvices  were  liberally  rewarded. 
Fear  produces  in  the  mind  flrong  efFufions  of  an  apparent  gene- 
rofity  and  gratitude,  and  when  ikilfuUy  wrought  on  by  the  man 
of  the  world,  feldom  fails  to  yield  him  an  ample  harvefl:.  It  is  a 
feverc  refieftion  on  humanity,  fays  Bruyere,  that  the  difpofition 
of  man  is  ever  the  moft  eflfeftually  meliorated  in  the  hour  of 
calamity.  At  Mourree  wc  received  intelligence,  that  a  Pefhour 
kafilah^  had  a  few  hours  before  departed  on  its  way  home,  which 
gave  us  great  joy,  efpecially  to  Mohubullah,  who  now  faw  the 
near  profpeft  of  a  conclufion  to  the  perilous  tafk  he  had  under- 
taken. 

On: 
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On  the  morning  of  the  9th,  before  day  light,  we  left  Mour ree) 
and  after  travelling  fome  hours  through  a  wild  and  gloomy  f rad^ 
on  which  the  turn  <^  my  mind^  threw  perhaps,  an  additional 
fliade,  and  encountering  many  ill-looking  fellows,  who  viewed  us 
with  a  keen  eye,  we  joined  the  Pefliour  party,  where  wc  ex- 
peri/^ncfid  from  the  countrymen  of  MobuhuUah,  every  token  of 
welcome. 

At  noon  arrived  at  liyder  Bunghee,  nine  coflSbs,  a  populous 
village  dependant  on  Attock,  the  principal  town,  of  a  fmail  dif« 
trift,  which  acknowledges  the  fupremacy  of  Timur  Shah.  The 
chief,  an  Afghan,  yields  an  obedience  conformable  to  the  motions 
pf  that  prince,  or  the  leading  motives  of  the  day ;  but,  when  def* 
titute  of  other  refource,  he  fumi(hes  a  tribute  of  about  fifty  thou« 
fand  rupees. 

On  the  loth,  at  Bazzar,  five  cofles,  a  fiaall  village,  a|:  th^  dis- 
tance of  three  quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  weftern  fhore  of  the 
river  Indus,*  which  we  crofled  about  twisnty  miles  above  the  town 
of  Attock*  The  ftream,  though  not  agitated  by  wind,  was  rapid 
with  a  rough  undulating  motion,  and  about  duiee  quarters  of  a 
mile,  or  a  mile  in  breadth,  where  it  was  not  interrupted  by 
iflands ;  and  having,  as  nearly  as  I  could  judge,  a  weft  and  by 
fouth  courfe.    The  water  was  much  difcoloured  by  a  fine  black 

*  In  the  Perfian  language,  ufually  called  the  Ab  or  Water  of  Scind,  and  foneliinet 
Neil  Ab  or  Blue  Water  ;  and  by  the  Hindoos  Scind  and  Attock. 

fand. 


FORSTER'S     TRAVELS.  47 

iSincf,  i*hidi,  wften  put  into  a  velfel,  quickly  fubfidccf.  It  was  fo 
cold,  fpom  (I  apprehend,)  a  large  ftiixturc  of  fnow,  then  thawed 
by  thte  futatntr  h^ats,  that  in  drinking  it,  my  .teeth  fuffered  a  vio- 
lent pain,  fn  our  boat  were  embarked  feventy  pcrfons,  with  much 
merchancKze  and  fomc  horfes.  This  unweildy  lading,  the  high 
fwell  of  the  current,  and  the  confufion  of  the  frightened  paffengers 
iftade  the  paiTage  dangerous  and  very  tedious. 

TfiTE  ftidui  fdrms  a  ftrong  barrier  to  Hindoftan  on  the  weft^ 
and  it  fAerSs  a  manifeA  truth,  that  had  the  Indians  niade  their 
grand  ftand  on  the  banks  of  this  river,  at  the  period  of  the  Tartar, 
Afghan,  and  Perfiari  invafions,  Aeir  empire  might  have  made  a 
povi^erful  rafiftancc*  Armies  at  all  times  have  fuftained  difficulties 
akid  damage  in  cfoiSng  the  Indus^  but  the  attempt  to  force  its 
pafiage  ctiuO:  be  arduous  and  full  of  danger. 

Thk  road  from  Muzzufferabad,  tending  to  the  fouth-weft,  led 
me  through  the  mountdns,  into  the  upper  part  of  the  Punjab, 
at  Nheattiut  Serau  -,  from  which  place  to  Kote,  are  feen  fome 
flattered  hills ;  but  thence,  the  country  is  plain  and  thinly  wooded. 
The  inhabitants^  chiefly  Afghans,  or  as  they  are  called,  in  India, 
Patans,  live  in  fmall  forts  or  walled  villages,  and  entertain  fuch  mu- 
tual dread  and  diftruft  of  each  other,  that  a  fingle  traveller  is  a 
rare  obje£^.  The  depredations  of  the  Sicques,  on  the  Attock  and 
adjacent  di(lri6ts,  generally  fubjeft  this  traft  of  country  to  much 
defolation,  and  a  failure  of  rain,  in  the  preceding  year^  now  gave 
it  the  appearance  of  a  defert. 

On 
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On  the  i  ith,  at  Akorah,  a  fmall  town.    At  the  diftatlCc  of  fix 
miles  from  the  great  river,  crofled  the  Attock,  fb  called,  in  thefe 
parts,  from  its  falling  in  the  Indus,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town 
of  that  name  ;   but,  in  fome  of  the  interior  parts  of  Afgbaniftan, 
it  is  denominated  the  Kabul  river.*    The  weather  had  now  become 
extremely  hot ;    and  I  was  often  furprized,  at  my  ability  to  bear, 
with  fcarcely  a  Ihelter,  the  force  of  fo  fcorching  a  fun.    I  arrived 
at  Akorali  about  noon ;    when,  immediately  entering  4  fpacious 
cool  mofque,  I  fpread  my  bed,  and  lay  down  much  at  my  eafe^. 
In  the  evening,  the  time  of  a  common  prayer,  being  defired,  by 
one  of  the  Mollahs  or  Priefts,  to  prepare  myfelf  for  the  ceremony, 
I  urged  in  excufe,  the  debilitated  (late  of  my  body  which  prevented 
the    requifite   performance  of  fo  incumbent  a  dutys   looking  at 
me  with  contempt,  he  faid,  it  was  the  more  neceffary  to  pray, 
that  I  might  obtain  better  health.     At  midnight,    I  perceived  a 
perfon  endeavouring    to   take   my  turban  from  the  bed-clothes, 
and  being  caught  by  the  arm,  he  told  me  in  a  faultering  voice, 
that  he  was  the  MoUah  of  the  mofque,  and,  from  his  (peech,  I 
believe,   the  man  who  had  reprehended  my  neglefl  of  prayer. 
What  think  you,  my  friend,  of  thefe  Mahometans,  who,  if  they 
wafli  and  pray  at  the  five  dated  times,  abftain  from  wine  and  the 
flefli  of  hogs,  and  utter  a  firing  of  Arabic  ejaculations  which  they  do 
not  underftand,  believe  that  they  have  procured  the  divine  licence 

*  Its  courfe  lying  within  fix  miles  to  the  (buth-caft  of  that  city. 

to 
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to  violate  the.  laws  of  juftice*  This  opinion  is  not  formed  on  the 
mon^nt,  but  has  arifen  from  long  experience  and  the  intimate  in- 
tercomie^  which  my  various  occupations  in  India  have  produced  j 
and  is  now  f6  firmly  fubftantiated  by  undeviating  teftimony,  that 
it  {hapes  my  general  fentiments  of  the  Mahometan  charadter. 
When  they  daringly  commit  thefc  afts  on  each  other,  even  amidft 
the  rites  of  their  religion,  what  is  to  withold  their  attacks  on  thole 
of  a  different  fmth  ? 

This  day  a  body  of  Afghan  cavalry  encamped  in  the  environs 
of  Akorah,  and  overfpread  the  country  like  a  fwarm  of  locufts, 
devourhig  and  deftroying  wherever  they  went.  It  feemed  as  if  the 
land  was  invaded,  they  entered  in  a  violent  manner,  every  vil* 
lage  within  their  fcope,  and  fed  themfelves  and  horfes  at  the 
expenie  of  the  inhabitants.  Such  expeditions  afford  thefe  hun* 
gry  creatures  almoft  the  only  public  means  of  fubfiftance;  for 
when  inaftive,  they  are  often  reduced  to  fuch  diftrefs,  by  the 
blind  parfimony  of  their  prince,  that  their  horfes,  arms,  and 
clothe  are  fold  for  a  livelihood^ 

On  the  12th,  at  the  village  of  Peer  Pyah,  ten  codes. 

On  the  13th,  at  the  village  of  Kalalah,  eight  coffes,  the 
refidence  of  Mohubullah*s  family,  where  I  was  treated  with 
much  hofpitality.  The  male  inhabitants  of  this  village, 
are  all  proprietors  of  mules,  and  employed  in  conveying  mer- 
chandize, and  from  the  name  of  their  abode,  denominated 
Kalals. 
Vol.  IL  G  On 
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On  the  14th,  at  Pefhour^  four  codes,  a  large»  populous  and 
opulent  city,  governed,  with  the  dependant  diftri£ls,  by  an  Af- 
ghan of&cer,  who  remits  to  the  capital  a  revenue  of  feven  lacks 
of  rupees.  The  road  from  the  Indus  to  Peihour^  has  nearly  a  weft 
and  by  fouth  diredlion ;  and  the  country  to  Akora  is  fandy  and 
interfperfed  with  ftones ;  from  thence  to  Pefhour,  are  feen  many 
tra6ls  of  cultivation.  The  city  of  Peihour  was  founded  by  the 
great  Acbar,  who  feeing,  it  is  faid,  the  Afghans  averfe  from 
dwelling  iti  towns  and  the  occupations  of  commerce^  encouraged 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Punjab,  Mahometans,  and  Hindoos,  to  refort 
to  his  new  fettlement,  where  their  defendants  have  greatly  multi^ 
plied.  From  its  well  cholen  poiition,  which  unites,  by  a  commer«» 
cial  chain,  Perfia  and  Afghaniftan  with  India,  Pefhour  has  become 
an  important  mart,  and  the  refidence  of  wealthy  merchants  ;  efpb* 
daily  of  the  (haul  dealers,  many  of  whom  difliking  the  dangerous 
npd  tedious  route  of  Ka(hmire,  are  here  enabled  to  make  their 
purchafes  at  a  moderate  advance  on  the  firft  coft.  I  found  a 
fhiall  ibciety  of  Jews  at  Pefhour,  living  at  their  eafe,  and  in  the 
enjoyment  of  an  unreferved  proteftion. 

The  heat  of  Pefhour  feemed  to  me  nK>re  intenfe,  than  that  of 
any  country  I  have  vifited  in  the  upper  parts  of  India.  Other 
places  may  be  warm ;  hot  winds  blowing  over  tra£h  of  fand,  may 
drive  us  under  the  (helter  of  a  wetted  ikreen  i  hut  at  Peftiour,  the 
atmofphere  in  the  fummer  folftice,  becomes  almoft  inflammable* 
Yet  it  muft  be  noticed,  i^i  favour  of  its  falubrity,  even  in  this 
"  torrid 


FORSTER'S    travels;  51 

•MTid  ftate,  that  the  people  enjoy  uncommonly  good  health,  and 
are  little  fubje6t  to  epidemical  diforders.  The  markets  are  abun* 
dantly  fupplied  with  provifions  of  an  excellent  kind,  particularly 
the  mutton,  which  is  the  flefh  of  the  large  tailed  (heep,  faid  td 
have  been  firft  difcovered  in  South  America.  Though  the  city  is 
ib  much  frequented  by  merchants  and  travellers,  it  has  no  kara- 
vanfera ;  and  I  thought  myfelf  fortunate  in  procuring  admittance 
into  an  old  mofque,  where  I  continued  for  many  days  to  dif^ 
folve  in  an  unremitting  ftate  of  perfpiration,  the  mention  ef 
which,  leads  me  to  an  occurrence,  that  involved  me  in  great 
perplexity. 

At  Kafhmire,  a  pait  of  my  property  had  been  converted 
into  a  bill  of  five  hundred  rupees,  on  Kabul,  which  was  lodged 
in  a  canvas  belt,  that  ierved  me  as  a  girdle  j  on  examining  the 
condition  off  the  bill,  at  Pelhour,  I  found  the  writing  fb  much 
obliterated  by  perfpiratioo,  that  no  one  could  read,  or  even  con- 
jecture its  fubjeft  i  from  beginning  to  end,  it  had  literally  a  black 
appearance.  The  apprehenfion  of  the  evident  difficulties  which 
would  attend  my  want  of  money,  in  a  country  where  the  moft 
£inguine  hope  could  promife  no  afliftance,  and  the  neceffity  of 
mixing  in  fbcieties,  void  of  every  good  or  rational  princi^e^ 
occafionally  operated  in  depreffing  my  fpirits.  But  the  dcfire 
which  liad  originally  impelled  the  journey,  and  the  zeal  which 
had  hitherto   maintained   its   purfuit,  at  length  diffipated  theft 

G  2  gloomy 
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gloomy   imprcffions,   and   in   gay   colours,  dcfcribcd  a  variout 
fccnc  of  future  plcafurc. 

Being  informed  that  a  kafilah  was  immediatdy  proceeding 
to  Kabul,  I  hired  a  mule,  and  went  to  the  adjacent  village  of 
Tackal,  the  ufual  rendezvous  of  travellers^  going  to  the  weftward. 
On  my  arrival  there,  I  learned,  that  the  great  kafilah  ftill  con- 
tinued at  Pefhour,  and  that  only  fome  horferoen  confiding  in  their 
jpeed  and  arms,  had  moved  early  in  the  morning  towards  Kabulv 
A  refle£lion  on  the  predicament  in  which  I  then  ftood,  the  flow 
pace  of  my  mule,  which  had  more  the  appearance  of  an  afs,  and 
the  reprefentation  of  the  muleteer,  whofe  fears  prompted  inno^ 
merable  falfities,  flackened  my  ftrong  inclination  to  eicape  from 
the  heats  of  Pefliour,  and  after  making  a  fruitlefs  attempt  to  over* 
take  the  horfemen,  I  returned  to  my  lodging  in  the  mofque. 
Sauntering  one  day  in  the  bazar,  the  common  refort  of  idle,  as 
well  as  bufy  people,  I  faw  a  perfon,  with  whom  I  had  travelled 
from  MuzzufFerabad  to  Enayet  Serau.  We  agreed,  as  our  road 
was  the  fame,  to  travel  together,  and  in  the  mean  time  to  (hare 
the  fame  fare.  So  cordial  is  the  pleafure  refulting  from  fociety, 
fo  naturally  do  we  cling  on  each  other,  whether  for  fupport  oir 
amufement,  that  I  immediately  looked  on  this  man  as  an  approved, 
friend,  and  felt  a  confidence  from  the  conne6lion,  which  fet  my 
mind  at  perfeft  eaie.  On  enquiry  into  the  finance  of  my  afibciate^ 
whofe  name  was  Noor  Mahomed,  Idifcovered^  that  he  poflefied  ia 

caflij 
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caih»  one  rupee,  on  which  himfelf,  a  boy  and  a  horfe,  were  to  be 
iubfifted  until  his  arrival  at  Kabul,  a  journey  of  twelve  or  four« 
teen  dayi  j  I  perceived  alfo,  that  on  the  expenditure  of  this  fum, 
he  would  feek  an  aid  from  me.  Fully  apprized  of  the  danger,  as 
well  as  inconveniency  of  difclofing  the  amount  of  my  property,  I 
gravely  told  Noor  Mahomed,  that  I  had  then  no  more  than  three 
rupees,  whicb^  with  his  iingle  one,  fhould  be  placed  in  a  joint 
fttnd^  and  that  on  it  and  providence,  we  muft  truft  until  our  ar* 
rival  at  the  capital.  The  Mahometan,  with  a  countenance  bright-* 
ening  with  faith  and  zea),  exhorted  me  to  be  of  good  cheer;  for 
that  true  believers  *were  never  deferted  in  the  hour  of  need. 

On  the  3^5th  of  July,  accompanying  a  large  kafilah,  in  which 
a  portion  of  the  Kaihmire  tribute,  invefted  in  ihauls,  was  con'« 
veyed;  we  proceeded  to  the  village  of  Tackal,  three  cofles,  where 
we  laid  in  a  provifion  for  three  days  journey,  the  enfuing  trafl  of 
country,  for  that  diftance,  being  thinly  inhabited. 

On  the  26th,  at  Timrood,  four  codes,  a  fortified  fmall  viU 
lage,  iituate  on  the  fouth  fide  of  a  range  of  rocky  mountains, 
which  refle6led  a  fcorching  heat  on  the  plain  beneath.  The  inha** 
bitants  of  this  village,  genuine  Afghans,  have  little  rcfpef)*,  though 
refiding  fo  near  Pefliour,  for  either  the  perfon  of  Timur  Shah,  ojt 
his  government,  which  was  in  fome  degree  evinced  during  our 
halt.  The  governor  of  Kaflimire  had  fent  with  our  kafilah,  for 
the  ufe  of  the  prince,  four  large  dogs  of  Thibet,  which  were  car- 
ried in  litters,  and  attended  with  much  care.    The  keepers  had 

led 
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kd  them  to  druik  at  a  pond,  where  an  Afghan  wonmn  w^^ 
filling  her  pitcher,  but,  on  feeing  thefe  animals,  which  die  Maho«% 
metans  hdid  unclean,  fhe.  put  it  down  and  by  a  ihower  of  ftones 
tuid  abufe  droTe  the  whole  party  from  the  place,  loudly  calling  all 
ihe  fame  time,  on  the  villagers  to  her  affiftance^  whtdi  flie  littlo 
needed.  The  Afghans  immediately  aflembled  and  compltatfid  the 
route  of  the  dogs  and  their  keepers,  bellowing  on  the  Shah,  alfo^ 
very  contemptuous  language,  nor  were  they  fuffered  to  reto^n  ta 
the  pond,  until  efcorted  by  the  kafilah  guard. 

On  the  27th,  at  Dickah,  eighteen  cofles,  a  finall  village,  fland^ 
ing  on  the  fouthern  bank  of  the  Kabul  or  Attock  river,  which 
here  runs  to  the  right,  or  eaftward.  At  the  diftance  of  about  two 
miles  from  Timrood,  we  entered  a  narrow  defile,  which  interie£li 
tHe  chain  of  mountains,  lying  to  the  north  of  the  village.  At  the 
entrance  of  the  pafs,  the  Afghans  flopped  the  kafilah,  and,  except 
ting  fome  troops  of  the  Shah,  levied  a  fmall  contribution  on  att 
the  paflengers ;  they  receive^  alfo,  an  annual  fum  from  the  govern- 
ment of  Pefhour,  for  permitting  travellers  to  pafs  unmolefled 
through  their  diftrift.  In  the  firft  part  of  this  day's  journey,  fraught 
thoughout,  with  danger  and  fatigue,  the  rain  which  fell  in  torrents, 
nearly  deftroyed  my  papers,  and  complcated  the  obliteration  of  the 
bill,  now  deftitute  of  mark  or  token ;  and  I  judgpd  it  as  fbrmdly 
cancelled,  as  if  a  receipt  had  been  pafled  for  the  amount.  Towards 
the  clofe  of  the  day,  I  was  entangled,  by  my  own  indifcretion,  in  a 
perilous  adventure,  the  iffue  of  which,  mufl  be,  wholly  afirnbed 

^  .  to 
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to  good  fortune.  When  the  rain  had  ceafcd,  the  heat  of  the  futi 
was  extreme^  and  neither  Oielter  or  water  was  to  be  procured* 
Annious  to  efcape  ftt>m  thefe  ihconveniencies,  for  the  journey  was 
yet  ka^gf  and  the  kafitah  proceeded  at  a  flow  rate/  about  thirty  of 
|}S|  mounted,  and  the  greater  part  well  armed,  refolved  to.Ieare 
tbe^K>rt.  Had  I  derived  the  uies  wlMch  men  ufually  do  front 
experience,  and  refle£l^d  liut  a  litfle  on  thofe  refuhing,  efpecially 
in  mfy  fituation,  from  tht  fejfina  ?ente,  I  fhould  not  have  joined  this 
Qojxote  detachment.  We  had  advanced  about  four  miles,  when 
*  fmall  body  of  Afghans,  which  had  ifTued  from  the  hills  and  flop- 
ped us,  peremptorily  demanded  a  fum  of  money,  as  a  toll  for 
pacing  through  their  territory.  Here  I  feci  myfclf  fenfibly  hum- 
Med,  when,  as  a  faithful  narrator,  I  am  obliged  to  fay,  that  our 
eorps  behaved  in  a  moft  puiillanimous  manner  and  facrificed  with- 
out fair  caufe,  the  evident  advantage  which  a  common  exertion  of 
^rit  would  have  given.  We  were  about  thirty,  ftrong,  and,  to 
the  fight,  refolute  good  looking  fellows  ;  all  armed,  except  myfelf, 
with  matchlocks  or  fide  arms.  On  the  enemies  approach,  bur 
leader,  a  portly  man  wth  a  large  beard  and  fpreading  muftachios,' 
mounted  on  a  curvetting  fteed,  was  (truck  with  a  violent  terror,, 
which  was  inftantly  communicated  to  the  party.  The  moun* 
taineers  failed  not  to  augment  the  conftemation,  and,  without  ce-^ 
rcmony,  proceeded  to  the  ufual  modes  of  plunder :  But,  fearful 
of  the  arrival  of  the  kafilah,  they  were  prevented  from  a  total 
capture.   Aware  of  the  rifk  of  this  day's  journey,  I  had  c<mcealed 

my 
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my  calh  in  two  long  and  narrow  puries,  whiqlr,  in  the  dianiner  of 
garters,  were  tyed  round  my  legs.  This  arrangement  was  ibrtu^ 
sate,  for  the  Afghans  perceiving^  my  reluctance  to  difinounl; 
knocked  me  off  the  mule,  and  forcibly  ^ened  the  different  parti 
of  my  drefs }  not  finding  any  thiogpf  value,  they  w^re  proceeding 
to  treat  me  with  violence,  when  .a  Hindoo,,  of  the  family  qfj  the 
Dewan  of  Kafhmire,  who  had  known  me  in  that  coijmtry,  inter** 
pofed  his  good  ofiices,  and  propofed  a  ranfom  for  my  relea&raent; 
This  generous  Hindoo,  who  I  hope  will  undergo  no  fiirther  traniV 
migration,  unlefs  he  likes  it,  exerted  fo  much  warmth  in  my  bjchal^' 
and  fpoke.  fo  urgently  to.thofe  iparauders,  that  one  of  them  g^ve 
him  a  fevere  blow  on  the  face.  He  did  not,  however  defift,  but 
by  an  aClive  perfeverance,  fupported  by  a  fmall  fum  of  money,  be 
4Ccompli(hed  his  purpofe.  At  the  clofe  of  this  affair,.  I  had 
mounted  my  mule  and  was  rgoicing  at  the  efcape,  when  I  received 
a  fmart  blow  on  my  back  ^  and  turning  about,  an  Afghan,  who 
had  taken  this  mode  of  attracting  my  notice,  told  me,  with  an  ex* 
vilt^ng  laugh,  that  our  party  might  now  move.  <hi,  as  the  kafilah 
was  in  fight,  but  directed  us,  if  the  fafety  of  our  lives  was  regar;* 
ded,  not  to  join  it  until  it  fhould  have  paffed  the  place  of  a£tion. 
This  injun6lion  was  fpeedily  obeyed  by  me  and  fome  others ;  but/ 
our  doughty  commander,  feeing  the  near  profpe6t  of  relief,  b^^ 
to  utter  many  bold  words,  and  fhew  a  difpofition  of  recovering. 
his  property  and  honor  by  an  affault  of  the  Afghans  i  who  roufed^ 
at  the  menace,  though  the  kafilah  was  clofe  at  hand,  drew  their. 

daggers 
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da^gei^s  and  advanced  their  Iliields,  daring  him  to  battle  and  to 
fight  for  what  he  had  loft.  The  cautious  officer,  again,  qualified 
bis  wrath ;  but  he  reprobated  them  in  very  fpirited  language,  and 
denoupcfed  a  fevere  vengeance  on  fome  fitter  occafion.  In  the  lat« 
ter  part. of  the  jojimey,  an  Hindoo,  who  had  gone  about  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  from  the  party,  was  plundered  of  property  to  the  amount 
of  four  hundred  rupees,  by  a  fmall  body  of  thefe  robbers  who  had 
made  a  fuddeti  defcent  from  the  hills,  and  before  affiftance  could 
bcgiyen,  fecured  the  booty.  It  was  with  much  pleafure,  after  the 
peril  and  toil  of  the  day,  I  faw  the  Kabul  river  and  the  fmall  vil<- 
Jage  of  Di^ckah,  where  we*  halted.  The  ftage  from  Timrood  to 
Pickah,  ufually  ({ailed  the  Hyber-pafs,  being  the  only  one  in  which 
much  danger  is  to  be  apprehended  from  banditti,  the  officer  of  the 
ffcort  gave. orders  to  his  party  to  quit  the  kafilah,  and  march  early 
on  the  next  morning*  This  opportunity,  at  once  offering  fafcty 
and  expedition,  was  not  to  be  foregone ;  yet,  the  muleteer  was 
with  great  diffiailty  perfuaded  to  embrace  it,  and  but  for  the  in- 
terference of  Noor  Mahomed,  who  was  obliged  to  beat  him  into 
compliance,  I  muft  have  attended  the  tedious  progrefs  of  the  ka- 
^lah.  Before  I  quit  this  ftation  it  is  neceflary  to  lay  before  you  a 
brief  account  of  the  tribe  of  Afghans,  through  whofe  diftricl  wc 
]}ad  now  pafifed. 

I  You  will  naturally  be  furprized,  that  a  fmall  body  of  people 
refiding  nfcar  the  capital  of  an  extenfive  empire,  (hould  not  have, 
been  reftrained  from  infefting  one  of  its  moft  public  roads.  The 
!   VoL.lh  H  lawkfs 
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kwlefs  conduct  of  this  k6t  of  Afghant,  who  are  known  Snthi« 
country  by  the  name  of  Hybers,  originates  chiefly  in  the  imbo* 
ciKty.  of  Timur  Shah's  government,  and  his  want  of  military 
^it.  They  are  ftrongly  aided  alfo  in  the  purfoit  <rf  a  free« 
booting  life,  by  the  fituation  (^  their  country,  which  fonas  a 
diun  of  tocky  mountains,  whofe  firanty  flips  of  valley  aSorA 
but  the  coarfeft  provifion  for  human  wants.  This  rude  race  of 
men  have  made  fo  flow  a  progrefs  in  civiUzati<Mi,  that  the 
greatefl:  part  of  them,  like  the  ftoried  Troglodites  et  old,  dwdl 
in  caves,  or  rather  in  the  fiflfarts  of  rocks.  Though  (Htifeffing^ 
the  Mahometan  religion,  they  are  little  more  veHed  in  it  thaii 
betieving  Mahomet  to  be  their  prophet,  that  he  had  four  diC» 
tingiuflMd  friends,  and  that  the  Perfiani,  with  the  whole  Gedl 
of  Ali,  are  a  mifcreant  race  of  infidds.  The  Hyber  ^Baleft  is 
founded  on  ^e  common  language  of  the  A^hans,  but  hnftitf 
guttural,  and  is  ill  underftood  by  the  adjacent  tribes.  Tlmur 
Shah,  who  ufed  formerly  to  pafs  the  winter  at  Pefliour,  which 
ia  there  much  milder  than  at  Kabul,  never  paftd  through  the 
territory  of  the  Hybers,  without  their  attacking  his  advanced 
or  rear  guard.  An  Armenian,  with  whom  I  was  acquainted 
in  travellipi^  from  Moultan  towards  Kabul,  arrived  at  Pefliour^ 
where  taking  alarm  at  the  perils  of  the  Hybcr-;pafa,  he  rt* 
turned  to  Moultan,  a  journey  of  three  weeks,  thence  he  proceeded 
to  Kundahar,  a  month's  journey,  from  wluch  place  it  is  a  diftanoe 
•f  fifteen  days  to  Kabul ;  making  in  all,  a  pafiage  of  nme  weeks» 

which 
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which  is  ufiially  performed  by  the  Hyber-track  in  eleven  days. 
This  fad,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  marks  the  edition  and  patience 
%A  an  Armenian,  expldns  the  dread  entertained  of  the  Hybers. 

On  the  28th,  before  daybreak,  having  joined  the  party  that 
liad  efoorCfld  the  kafilah,.  we  left  Dickah,  and,  at  the  diftance  of 
leveh  cdffi(8,  halted  near  the  village  of  Bifibuiy,  to  dry  our  bag< 
gage,  Mrhich  bad  been  expc^ed  all  the  morning  to  a  heavy  ndn. 
In  moWng  again,  we  experienced  many  ob^acles  from  the  ex* 
treme  darkne&  of  die  night,  and  the  numerous  currents  of 
water,  whkh  fiiddenly  produced  by  the  rains,  ponrcid  from  the 
Wld  with  extnmo  itnpettiofity  %  carrymg  with  them  ibnes  6f  s 
vaft  iiMy  wh<^  roUkig  noife  refembled  thunder.  It  was  mA* 
m^r  the  fty  was  overeaft  with  black  clouds,  aikl  the  roaring 
<)f  the  torrents  heard  on  all  fides ^  created  in  my  mind  a  cert^n 
llBrror  mulled  with  awe,  and  I  was  involuntarily  led  to  con<k 
6der  thu  grand  fcaiie  of  n^ure  with  fentiments  of  profound 
SBverence. 

Om  ^pfoaching  a  nvulet*  which  had  been  greatly  enlarged  by 
tife  rahi>  o«r  chief  difpatched  firft,  that  (he  -might  not  be  ineom* 
noded  by  the  crowd,  one  of  his  favourite  women,  who,  though 
moaaled  mi  a  (hx^ig  horle,  had  no  fboner  entered  the  ftream,  than 
Sie  w^s  fwept  away  by  its  force  and  drowned.  This  event  occa« 
fioned  an  immediate  halt,  and  very  fenfibly  afflifted  our  leader, 
who  threw  himfelf  on  the  ground,  and  loudly  lamented  the  fate  of 
his  miftrefs.    At  day  break,  the  body  was  found  on  the  ihore,  cp^ 

H  z  vercd 
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veicd  with  mud,  and  after  interring  it  with  fuch  ceremonies  as'tho 
occafion  admitted^  our  party  crolTed  the  ftream,  now  reduced  to  si 
fmall  (ize.  > 

On  the  29th,  at  Jillalabad,*  twelve  coSe$^  formerly  ia  town  of 
great  note,  and  though  now  much  decayed,  ftdl  fupporting  a  mon 
derate  traffic.  It  has  a  public  market,  and  the  adjacent  diftriA 
produces  a  coarfe  fugar.  Yefterday  the  country  was  Open  and 
fertile  *,  to  day  the  road  led  over  a  barren  tra6t,  interfperfed  witU 
hills. 

On  the  30th,  at  the  village  of  Balabaugh,  dgbt.  codes. 

On  the  31(1,  at  the.  village  of  Gundamouck,  ten  codes  i  abdoC^ 
three  miles  to  the  eaftward  of  Gundamouck,  croflM  a  fmall.fo]xiw 
able  rivers-f-  running  to  the  fouthward  or  right,  over  Which  are 
the  remains  of  a  bridge  built  of  bricks.  The  air,  hitherto  liot^;* 
had  affumed  at  this  place  a  fudden  coldnefs ;  not  effeftied  by  any^ 
change  of  weather,  but  agreeably  to  the  obfervation  of  travellei's,: 
peculiar  to  the  climate  of  this  part  of  the  country.  The  fliortneik 
of  our  ftay  would  not  permit  an  inquiry  into  the  caufe  of  this 
quick  tranlition,  nor  could  any  of  my  aflbciates^  though  ufed  tor 
the  road>  give  a  reafonable  account  of  it.  Paifengers,  I  believe,: 
throughout  Aiia,  make  journies  merely  from  motives  of  profit  or 
conveniency,   fometimes  of  religion.    A  defire  of  knowledge,  or 

*  The  Attock  river  runs  about  two  miles  to  the  northward  of  the  town, 
t  I  imagine  it  falls  into^be  Attock  river  at  fome  (hort  diftance. 

even 
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t^en  pleafure^  rarely  carries  them  abroad ;  and  tfaey  move  from 
tne  ilagc  to  another^  without  deviating  an  unneceflaiy  footftep» 
Yet  they  are  iBiautely  fkilled  in  the  rates  of  provifions  at  all  the 
tMxkctSf  aod  .whether  the  :[dace  is  a  hot  or  a  cold  one>  farther 
they  know  not>  nor  do  they  ever  afk.  Near  the  village  of  Gun* 
^aftioi)«k:  jft:.fe«i^a  ^white  ftoBe>  faid  to  refemble  the  head  of  an 
dkphA0t|,;4S)4;  I  b^i^yei  that  which  the  Perfians  term  the  Sung^ 
$yi&46£^  '.  !Bh9oatf^^iii-  this  <iuarter/  tnntt  have  been  ftrongly  im-. 
pr^Hiiifed  w^th^nitrpus  particles^  for  all  the  expofed  parts  of  my. 
body  1MC2MIM  osrmt^  witb  a*  Whits  fcaly  fuhftance^  of  a  faline  tafte^ 
which  ian  ibor^  tirne  .e^cociated  the  outer  fkih;. 

6m  tb^.jft  (^  Augufti  at'BaracciWy  a  fandy  uninhabited  valley^ 
ten.  eofles«  .  The  oi&cer  of  the  :efcQrt9  proceeding  this  day  to  Kabul 
with  tl^o£b  tba$.  Were  weU  jnounted^  our  party  was  reduced  to  z 
iball  number.    We  ronaiued,  during  the  nooii  h^t^.at  Juggid 
All,  where  I  think  thpre  is  only,  one  houfe^  which  ftands  under 
^   (hade   of  a  few  trees^  and  where  it  is  &id,  the  wind  con«> 
tinues  to  blow  with  violence  during  the  whole  year.    Its  force- 
did  not   abate  during   our  ftay»   and  if  fuch  is  its  ufual  rate>' 
JBoIus,   had  he   lived   in  our  day,    would  at  leaft  have  chofen 
Juggid   Ali   for   one   of  his    country   feats*    Noor   Mahomed> 
whom   I   fuppoie   you  ^  have   loft    fight  of,  believing  that    my 
money   was  now  expended,  or  that  I  would  not  advance  more, 

*  Signlfyuig  in  tht  Perfic  a  wtitc  ftone* 

had 
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bad  for  fome  time  treated  me  with  negle£)^,  alffloft  infolf,  and 
in  d€fpite  of  his  ionnor  afiiinuice,  that  nalottt  Mahemetani 
were  never.  abando|i«d,^  we  (hould  hav»  fe|t  extfOBi*  ilKftrtfiv  hU 
he  not  borrowed  a  little  caQi  from  a  horfe  i^Mkr,  Md^  ^Mi 
the  private  fund*      

Oh  the  2d  of  Augaft  we  €oauttta€«d  om  )otiMBft  dklf. 
^.  a  long  one,  at  three  o*do(k  m  the  mon^gt  add  ia  afixttd* 
ing  a  high  fkeep  hill,  which  foaiu  on*  fide  ol  the  ^%  4l 
Bacacow,  the  tackle  of  mf  tnule  brolie  1  whan  It  the  aiUaiid 
aAd  baggage,  rolled  rapidly  to  the  bottom.  In  tnjF  way  4lswp,  t 
roared  out  with  vdiemence  for  affiftanc^  bat  averf  p4tfatk  b^ng 
Cfigi^  ia  mboe  intetaftiag  bafinefs,  110  tiotioe  vm-  ttJcM  of 
mj  damoars.  My  fitoation  .would  hav<e  been  very  coisAM^afiv 
had  I  not  fetxdv6d  Noor  Mahomed  jnffii^  dofe  t^  ma>  whoAf 
help  I  earneftly  inttcated.  Afiber  a  long  hefila^on»  aad  a  heaity 
curfe  whidi  I  bore  with  patience,  he  confented  to  ftdy,  and  having 
aflifled  an  coUe^liiq;  my  Mattered  garments,  and  repairing  the 
raule*s  tackle,  we  proceeded  together.  During  a  fmart  debate^  in 
wbtdi  his  illiberal  condud  and«  my  ill  lock  were  keenly  repmbated) 
it  wai  found  that  we  had  ftrayed  from  the  path,  fiut  the<«fi«£ia 
of  a  mutual  fear,  foon  abforbed  the  late  grievance,  and  united, 
our  exertions  in  difcovering  the  right  path,  which  wa»  found  after 
much  groping. 

Crossing  a  range  of  rocky  hills,  which  extends  with  little 
intervention  of  valley  for  the  fpace  of  about  eight  miles,  we  entered 

a  wide 
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4  wide'  ptaih  well  watiered  and  interfperled  mth  walled  villages. 
The  K»bul  rivor  mm  through  this  id^»  over  which,  at  the  (^ 
tance  (^  four  or  five  miles  to  the  ^uthward  of  the  city,  is  a  bridge  * 
baih  of  brifcks.  On  our  approach  to  the  cajntal^  an  aSive 
ipene  of  perfonal  decoration  took  place,  jttinz  iaikion  verj  dif- 
fer^t  froa  that  of  the  beaqs  of  E«n^  Inftcad  of  powdering. 
«id  curliag  the  hnrol  the  Keiid,  a  Mahometan  is  tkere  doie  ihom» 
tod  fo  far  from  ttunliing  tlult  beauty  is  imparted  by  a  iinootb 
dub,  he  meafofea  the  comelineis  of  his  countenance,  even  the 
«tent  of  hoRom*,  by  the  length  and  breadth  of  his  beard,-f-  It  is^^ 
to  mooottnon  oatb  in  this  countiy  to  fvrear  by  the  beard;  and  ta 
catt  m  snan  hud  nifi^  or  bad  beard,  is  held  a-Mtter  reproach,  but 
petit  mutres  are  not  wanting  among  the  Nfohoroetans,  efpedally 
lA  the  eihiUtidn  of  the  beard }  suid  thoagh  t^  ^  not  ap;rfy  ta 
it  marediale  powder  or  pomade  divine,  it  b- clipped  into  iSuae  fa- 
ireurito  ihape  with  much  nicety,  and  ihould  the  natural  hue  be 
not  liked,  it  is  ftained  vmh  a  fliining' black  colour, j:  which  lafts  a 
long  time/  Imagining  from  the  bthaviaur  of  Noor  Mahomed, 
^t  I  (hould  not  fee  him  iagaio,  and  wifhtng  to  make  a  final  trial 
of  his  difpofition,^  I  defired  him  to  fix  fexm  period  for  the  pa]f«a 
Ment  of  his  debt,  which  a  fair  and  very  flibrt  account  ftatedat 


^  CaDtd  Bynvnj. 

f  The  Perfians,  A^hftos,  and  moft  of  the  natural  Turks^  encourage  the  growth 
#f  thie  beard ;  whit^  the  Indian  Mohometans,  Patans  excepted,  ordinarily  (have  it. 
%  TbUdyciscQinp^fcdof  Ia%«^  add  the  loavw  of  dielvoiiirairiiK 

J  five 


64-  roRSTER'S    TRAVEIfS. 

five;  (hillings.  He  obferved  with  much  indifference,  that  {the  road 
Was  an  improper  place  for  the  adjuftment  of  accounl^y  and  that  he^ 
w6i(ld  take  ibme  future  occafion  for  the  purpofe. 
t  In  the  eyening  I  arrived  at  Kabul>  fifteen  cofTes;  the<apital  of 
the  Afghan  empire  i  and,  after  a  long  fearch,  found  a  Georg^an^ 
fpr'whom  I  had  brought  a  letter  4>faatrodo£l:]on,^  from  his  coun-^ 
toyman  at  Kaihmirei  having  readthelecter^v-heinade  Qftt  an  offer 
of  half  his  appartment,  and  fuch  aflSftance  as  a  ftranger  rnigh^ 
need.  This  acceptable  tender  was  embraced  with  little  <lrcunw 
locution,  and  I  was  immediately  received  into,  a  mefs,  >  whid» 
then  coofifted  of  Bag^afir  the  Georgian,  and  the  Anneniaif 
whom  I  mcptioned  to  have  made  the  circuitous  route  from  Pe* 
f)iour  to  Kabul.  My  hof):  refided  in  a  karavaniera,  cmce  paid  hf 
ferdgn  traders,  and  had  paffed  twenty  years  of  his  life  at  KabuLr 
.  My  firil  care  lyas  to  difclofe  to  him  the  injured  ftate  oi  mf 
bill  'y  at  which  he  (hook  his  head,  obferving,  that  as  no  letter 
m  it  feemed  legible,  it  was  not  to  be  expe£ted  men  would  come 
forward  ,in  a  bufmefs,  that  would  in  any  Ihape,  take  moncjft 
from  them.  The  Merchants  of  Kabul,  he  faid,  differed  much 
in  their  mode  of  dealing,  from  thofe  of  India,  and  with  diffi«# 
culty,  were  brought  to  difcharge  payment^  demanded  on  the 
cleared  authority,  much  lefs  on  a  plea  fb  equivocal  as  that  of 
mine.  The  truth  of  this  reafoning  was  on  the  next  day' fully 
proved,  for  not  a  merchant  of  the  city,  and  all  were  applied  to, 
would  even  attempt  to  decypher  the  paper,  when  he  underftood  it 

contained 
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contained  an  order  of  payment.  This  event  fenfibly  afFefted 
my  future  progrefs,  and  I  feared  would  detain  me  at  Kabul 
until  clearer  credentials  were  obtained.  Another  occurrence  be- 
fell me  at  this  time,  of  a  much  more  trivial  nature  j  but  as  it 
fcrvcs  to  pourtray  perhaips  a  nation^  cliaratler,  may  deferve  « 
notice.  -  ' 

The  muictcer,  ivho  had  accompanied  me  from  Pefliciur, 
charged  me  with  having  given  him  a  couiiterfeit  rupee  on  the 
road^  and  novv  required  its  exchange.  '■  He'  had  before  made 
known  to  me  his  fulpicion  of  this  piece  of  money,  which  one 
of  the  paflengers  had  given  htm>  and  had  folicited  my  tnter« 
ferehce  for  redrefs.  When  I  recounted  this  fa£V»  reprobating  alfo 
the  (hamdefs  fraudolency  of  the  attempt,  the  boy,  for  he  Was 
not  more  than  iixteen  years  of  age,  daringly  told  me  to  fpare 
my  words  and  pay  the  money,  or  he  would  prefer  a  dduble 
complaint  i^ainft  me,  and  make  oath  to  the  kazzi,  *  that  none 
of  the  mule*hire  had  been  paid ;  though  himfelf  had  witnefTed  the 
advance  of  half  the  hire  at  Pefhoun  His  youthful  appearance, 
«n4  fo  intrepid  a  dedaration,  united  in  Ariking  me  with  horror, 
dnd  I  inftantly  pitf  my  hand  to  my  purfe  to  present  his  purpofe, 
when  fiagdafir,  who  had  heard,  our  difcourfe/  InTiftad  that  no 
money  ihould  be  paid  without  an  order  from  the  ju^e/  They 
went  to  that  officer's  court,  where  the  muleteer,  without  a  wince, 
made  oadi  to  the  truth  of  his  demand,  wliich  was  folthwith  paid 
Vot.IL  1  .  by 
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by  Bagdafir,  who  returned  croffing  himfelf,  and  congratulated  my 
eafy  efcape  from  the  clutches  of  a  young  incarnate  devil. 

By  fleeping  in  the  open  sur  I  imagine,  and  on  nitrous  ground,, 
a  fever,  accompanied  with  an  ague,  feized  rae  a  few  days  after 
my  arrival  at  Kabul,  the  effefts  of  which  were  Angularly  violent* 
The  fever,  during  its  continuance,  caufed  a  delirious  ftupefadion, 
and  created  an  infatiable  thirft.   which  frequently  relieving  by 
draughts  of  extremely  cold  water,  it  feemed  at  once  to  gufli  from 
every  pore,  and  drenched  me  in  profufe  perfpiration.    When  the 
fit  of  ague  commenced,  my  bed-cloths,  with  thofe  of  Bagdafir, 
and  all  the  horfe-covering  that  could  be  procured*  were  heaped  on 
me,  but  to  little  purpofe  j  for  I  lay  in  the  ftatc  of  the  damned,  if 
fuch  can  be  formed  by  human  idea,  until  the  paroacyfm  had 
wreaked  its  vengeance.     My  body  was  filled  with  fpots  of  a  veiy 
l>ri^t  colour,  ihaded  between  purple  and  crimibn,  which  I  flioukl 
have  beheld  with  pleafur^  thinking  that  fuch  eruption  woukk 
diminilh  the  (tifeafe,  bad  not  an  Armenian  pronouneoi  them  * 
fymptom  of  the  plague.    This  opinion  gave  a  common  alarm  j 
and  though  no  alteration  appeared  in  the  conduct  of  Bagdaiir,  it 
operated  ftrongly  on  the  fears  of  my  nei^^bours,  and  ibey  were 
difpofed  to  exclude  me  from  thdr  quarter,  when  I  confidently 
afferted  that  the  fiever  of  the  plague  always  produced  its  crifis  ift 
three  days.    8<Mang  thatf  I  had  endured  ieven,  and  prefenred  a  briik 
flow  of  fpirits,  thdr  apprdienfion  was  much  aUayed,  and  the 
feheme  of  banifhment  let  afide. 
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Endeavouring  oac  day  to  look  through  the  tabe  of  my  to- 
l>acco>pipe  with  my  right  eye,  the  left  being  doled,  I  percdved  it 
to  be  whdly  without  fight.    This  was  a  mortifying  event,  and 
that  my  ills  might  be  more  grievous,  I  was  afflicted  with  a  fpitting 
of  blood.    Bagdafir  now  called  in  a  doctor  of  phyfic,  who  after 
pronouncing  me  in  a  deplorable  ftate,  and  that  little  (hort  of  a 
miracle  could  lave  me,  undertook  the  cure,  through  the  medium 
of  fome  medicine  only  known,  he  faid,  to  bimfelf,  and  which  had 
never  fuled  of  fuccels.    Entertsdning  from  the  difcourfe  of  my 
phyfician,  but  a  flender  xyfituon  of  his  ability,  I  u^,  under  dif> 
ferent  pretences,  to  fend  fiagdafir  out  of  the  room,  anddilpo&d 
of  the  medicine  where  no  injury  could  be  done.    The  diforder 
having  dittdxd  its  fiiU  force  agaitift  me  for  the  fpace  of  twenty 
days,  b^fl,  as  if  wearied  with  the  exertion,  to  abate,  and  in  a 
Ihort  time  it  wholly  ceafed,  but  my  frame  was  fb  ihattered  and  my 
nerves  fo  much  relaxed,  dxat  I  could  fcarcely  crawl  about,  and  the 
leaft  noiie  produced  a  violent  tremor.    In  the  courfe  of  my  illne& 
I  was  vifited  by  many  of  the  Armenians,  and  one  of  them,  a  zea- 
lous devotee,  defired  me  to  fwalbw  fome  fmall  rolls  of  paper,  on 
which  were  written  certain  myfterbus  words,  infallible,  he  faid,  in 
their  cSeGts^  upon  the  bodies  of  pious  chrifliians^ 

I  EXPRESSED  my  thanks  to  this  dealer  in  Q^lls,  and  readily 
agreed  to  take  his  dofe,  ihould  Bagdafir  who  was  my  abfolute  di. 
reftor,  give  affent.  On  an  invcffigation  into  their  virtue,  he  per- 
nitted  me,  though  with  reluctance,  for  he  aUiorred  the  Armenian 

I  2  fea. 
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fe£^,  to  cat  them,  at  the  fiunc  time  expfcfsing  ftrong  doubts  of  their 
efficacy.  .But  whether  from  not  being  a  member  (^  the  orthodox 
faith ^  as  the  Armenian  urged»  or  according  to  the  Georgian,  from 
the  heretical  preparation  of  the  charm,  I  received  no  benefit,  in^ 
deed  I  grew  daily  worfe,  as  the  ficknels  was  then  in  its  progrdfivc 
ftage. 

Observing  on  my  arrival  at  Kabul,  a  common  toleration  of 
religion  j  that  Chriftians,  Hindoos  and  Jews,  openly  profefledl 
their  creed,  and  purfaed  their  occupations  without  moleftatioa; 
and  aware;  alio  that  the  Mahometan  character  would  deprive  me 
of  the  advantage  of  Bagdafir*s  connedlion,  I  had  informed  him 
that  I  was  a  native  of  Europe,  returning  kom  India  into  my 
own  country.  At  firft  I  defigned  to  take  the  name  of  a  French- 
man,  but  the  wandering  temper  of  that  people,  who  ftfay  into 
every  corner  of  the  earth,  made  me  fear  dete£ibn }  and  had  I  been 
hardy  enough  to  become  an  Englifhman,.  one  of  thofe  who  have 
abforbed  the  Mahometan  power  in  India,  and  in  this  country  hav« 
obtained  a  fuperior  military  reputation,  I  (hould  perhaps  at  this 
day,  have  been  a  bombadier  in  die  corps  of  Timur  Shah!s  artillery^ 
To  avoid  thefe  rifques,  I  denominated  myfelf  a  Spaniard* 

It  was  with  much  fatisfa£lion  I  law  the  road  from  Kabul  to 
Ftrfia  open,  and  a  fair  profpe£t  of  performing  the  journey  into 
Europe,  by  the  route  w^ich  I  had  originally  propofed.  Two  Ar^ 
menian  travellers,  who  had  gone  by  fea  from  Aftracan  to  Urc 
Gunje,  a  Tartar  flation  on  one  of  the  rivers  at  the  head  o£  the 

Cafpiaujl, 
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Caspian,  and  thence  to  Kabul,  by  the  road  of  Bbchara  and  Balk». 
were  earneft  in  perfuading  me  to  purfue  their  tra£l  as  the  ihorteft 
and  moit  free  from  danger*  Yet  in  this  fcheme  were  fome  effen* 
tial  4rfe£ts.  The  Perfian  language,  oa  which  was  founded  my 
chief  fupport,  would  in  this  route  render  me  little  ufe,  I  learned 
alfa  that  the  winter  of  Bochara  was  fevere  and  long,  that  the  Ure 
jSunje  river^  continued  frozen  until  the  month  of  March,  and  that 
po  Ruffian  ycSk\  came,  there  before  May ;  though  a  journey  from 
ICabul  to  the  northern  fliore  of  the  Cafpian^  by  the  way  of  Tar« 
fary>  might;  be,  peiformed  in  two  months  and  a  half^  yet  by 
krinding  at  Bochara,  and  the  eventual  delays  of  procuring  a 
pafTage  by  fea>  it  did  not  feem  probable  that  I  fhould  reach 
Aftracan  before  the.  enfuing  June.  This  reafon,  with  the  dlf- 
like  of  vifiting  a  country  now  barren  of  events  or  of  any  grand 
pbjed:  of  curiofiry^  determined  me  to  enter  Perfia,  where  a 
Juiowledge  of  the  language  would  affift  in  extending  rcfearch,, 
as  well  as  combat  with  mpre  probable  fuccefs,  the  difficulties 
incident  to  my  fituation. 

Having  too  fully,  I  fear,  eiq^atiated  on  perfonal  concems,  I 
will  now  purfue  the  more  ufeful  tendency  of  this  letter,  and 
inform  you  that  Kabul,  the  refidence  of  Timur  Shah  and  thei 
capital  of  his  dominion,  is  a  walled  city  of  about  a  mile  and 
a  hjilf  in  circumference,  and  fituated  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  a 
range  of  two  united  hills,  defcribing  generally  the  figure  of  a. 
fcmicirck.    The  fortification,  which  is.  of  a  fimple  conftruflion. 

'  '  '     *     *      with: 
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with  fcarcely  a  ditch,  and  the  houfes  built  of  rough  ftones^ 
clay,  and  unbumcd  bricks,  exhibit  a  mean  appearance,  and  are 
ill  fuited  to  the  grandeur  which  I  expected  to  fee  in  the  capital 
of  a  great  empire.  But  the  Afghans  are  a  rude  unlettered 
people,  and  their  chiefs  have  little  propenfity  to  the  refinements 
of  life,  which  indeed  their  country  is  ill  qualified  to  gratify. 

From  the  Indus  to  the  weftern  limit  of  this  extenfive  ter«» 
ritory,  there  is  an  invariable  deficiency  of  wood;  infomuch^ 
that  the  lower  clafs  of  people  in  the  northern  quarter,  faSer 
as  much,  perhaps  from  a  want  of  fuel  in  the  winter -feafon,  as 
thofe  of  other  countries  would  do  from  a  fcarcity  cl  prof 
vifions. 

Balao  Sir,  the  name  of  the  Shah^s  palace,  where  alio  the 
houfhold  fervants,  guards,  and  the  flaves  are  lodged,  Hands  on 
a  rifing  ground  in  the  eaftera  quarter  of  the  city,  and  exhibits 
but  a  (lender  teftimony  of  the  dignity  of  its  mafter.  Having  no« 
ticed  what  has  not  been  done  to  decorate  Kabul,  I  muft  not  omit 
to  mention  the  works  of  Ali  Mucdan  Khan.  This  omrah^  who 
held  an  eminent  llation  in  the  fervice  of  Jehanguir,  ereCbed, 
nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  city,  four  fpacious  bazaars,  or 
market  places  in  a  line,  which  confift  of  a  range  of  apartments 
on  each  fide  of  two  floors,  the  lower  appropriated  to  merchants, 
and  that  above  to  private  ufe.  The  intermediate  fpace  between 
the  ranges,  is  covered  by  an  arched  roof,  and  each  bazaar  is 
f<^mrated  by  an  open  fquare,  which  was  fupplied  with  foun- 
tains. 
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tains,  but  now  choaked  with  filth  or  occupied  by  the  meaneft  order 
of  mechanics.  Ali  Murdan  has  left,  belund  him  many  monuments 
of  liberality  and  tafte ;  the  grandeft^  though  now  in  ruins*  is  feen 
in  the  vicinity  of  Dehli«  and  difplays  at  once  a  defign,  u&ful  and 
magnificent. 

DuRiKO  the  ^lenihd  «ra  of  Dehli,  vihea  it  covered  accord- 
ing to  popular  tradition^  a  fpaoe  of  twenty  miles^  the  inhalu- 
tants  who  refiikd  at  a  diftance  from  the  Jumn$»  which  fiurtoct^ 
only  one  of  its  angles*  experienced  much  difficulty  in  procuring 
river  water,  that  of  the  wdls  not  being  efteemcd  (o  ialqfarious; 
iyi  Mnrdaby  defirbus  of  relieving  this  common  giievance*^  forveyed 
the  land  Co  the  weftward,  aqd  law  that  a  fluice^  opened  from  the 
Jnflina,  where  that  river  approaches  Kamal,  would  from  the  de- 
clivity of  the  ground^  introduce  water  into  the  back  part  of  the 
city  and  C(Hidu£bit  through  all  the  quarters.  The  dc^^  was  put 
in  execution,  and  to  reward  hia  iuccefs  and  preferve  the  work  ia 
good  condition,  AU  Murdan  was  vefted  with  the  {Nivil^  <^  levy- 
ing a  certain  tax^  on  thofe  houfes  which  enjoyed  the  ufes  of  the 
canal.  Water  was  conveyed  by  this  branch  of  the  Jumna»  form- 
hag  a  diftance  of  more  than  one  hundred  miles  and  afford^ 
cd  a  commodious  iupi^y  to  all  the  inhabitants  ^  nor,  did  the 
canal  fall  into  decay,  until  the  peciod  of  the  Perfian  and  Afghan 
invafion*.  Ali  Murdan>  who  in  his  tafte  and  difpolitioQ  would 
not  have  difgraced  the  Roman  Lucullus,  beflowed  on  the  public 
aumorous  edifices  fuod  gardens  $  bnie  of  which  thickly  (haded  with^ 

cyprefs 
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cyprefs  trees,  ftands  in  the  environs  of  Pefliouri  and  ahblli^r  sf 
Nimlah,  a  fmall  viHage  lying  about  eighty  mflesto  the  fouth^^'eaft^ 
of  Kabul,  on  the  Peftiour  road*  .  ^   .  * 

A  RESPECT  for  the  manory  of  this  oAirah  has,  perhaps  Icdl^ 
me  into  too  wide  a  deviation  from  which  I  will  now  xeturh,  and 
kiform  you  that  the  diftriAs  of  Kabul  abound  in  eicellent  provi^ 
iions,  luid  that  ita  market  is  arranged  in  atiieater  manner  and  more 
like  that  of  an  European  town^  than  any  I  have  leen  in  Afia;  The* 
fruits  are  of  a  good  kind  and  in  great  plenty^  as  appks,  pears; 
peaches,  pomegranates  and  a  variety  of  grapes. 

This  quarter  of  Afghaniftan,  pofiefiing  but  few  Indian  produo^ 
tions,  receive  fugars  and  cotton  doths,  chiefly  from  Pioilioai,  whi<^ 
ther  it  fends  iron,  leather  and  tobacco.  To  Kandahar  it  exports 
iron,  le^tlMpr  and  lamp  oil,  whence  theife  tpms  are  made  in  fun* 
dry  mannfadures  of  Perfia  and  Europe,  with  a  large  fupply  of 
melons  of  an  excellent  fort.  The  Taiitars  df  Bocfaara,  bring  to 
Kabul  the  horfes  of  Turki({an,  furs  and  hides,  the  latter  reiembling 
thofe  in  Europe,  called  Bulgar,  the  amount  of  which  is  appficd 
to  the  purchafe  of  Indigo,  and  other  commodities*  of  India. 

Thr  adjacent  parts  of  Ufbeck  Tartafy  of  which  Balk*  is  the 
capital,  hold  ^  ^des  of  dependency  on  Timur  Shah  and  maiif tain 
a  common  intei'coui^  with  Kabul.  I  have  feen  the  great  bazaar, 
crowded  virith  Uibecks,  who  have  the  fame  caft  of  features  as  the 

^  This  city  is  about  two. hundred  miki  to  the  lArth-Fsft  ofKabuL 

Chinefe 
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ChineJc  arid  Malays,  but  more  harfh.  "  Among  the  fofeiga  na-* 
tipns  who  frequent  this  city,  the  Hindoos,  chiefly  of  Pefhour; 
contribute  more  than  any  other  to  enrich  it,  by  a  fuperior  in- 
duftry  and  knowledge  of  commerce  ;  and  they  enjoy  under 'the 
Afghan  government,  a  liberty  and  proteftion,  little  fhortof  that 
ex0grienced  by  the  inhabitants  of  our  Indian  pofleflions.  The 
benefits  derived  by  a  ftate.from  the  refidence  of  any  clafs  of  people, 
wfually.enfure  to  them  a  fecurity  of  perfon  and  property ;  but  the 
Hindoos  of  Kabul  are  indebted,  I  believe,  for  ipecial  indulgence  to 
one. of  their  own  fe£V,  who  controuls  the  revenues  of  the  Shah,' 
todjlands  high  in  .'favour.  The  environs  of  Kabul  are,  chiefly 
occupied  by  garden  grounds,  and  watered  by  numerous  dreams ;' 
the  Ur^fl:  running  through  the  city,  over  which  is  a  fmall  bridge,* 
ijfford^  a  plentiful  fupply  of.  falubrioiis  water. 

Kabul  a^  has  beeh  before  noticed,  (lands  near  the  foot  of  two. 
Conjoined  hills,  whofe  length  has  nearJy  an  eafl:  and  weflr.direflion. 
Towards  .the  bafe  of  the  eafl.ern  ftands,  on  a  flat.projeftion,  a  for^ 
tified  palace,,  which  was. formerly  the  habitation  of  the  gavernors 
of  ths  city;  but  it  h^s.been  converted  by  Timur  Shah  into  a. 
ftate  prifon,  where  the  brothers  of  this  prince  and  other  branches 
of  his  family  are  kept  in  confinement.  Above  this  building  is 
feen  a  fmall  tower  on  a  peak,  whence  the  ground  rifes  to  a 
^nfiderable  height,  and  is  United  by  a  neck. of  lower  land  to  the 

^  Called  I  have  fmce  been  informeJ  the  Pool  Miftan. 
*  Vox.  II.  K  ^  othei 
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other  hiU.  From  the  peak>  a  ftone  wall  extends  over  the  fummits 
of  the  two  bills,  and  is  terminated  at  the  bottom  of  the  wefter- 
mofl:  by  an  ordinary  redoubt 

Th£  Afghans  are  the  indigenous  poflefibrs  of  a  tra6l:  of  coun^ 
Mry,  which  ftretchcs  from  the  mountmns  of  Tartary  to  certain 
parts  of  the  gulf  of  Cambay  and  Perfia ;  and  from  the  Im^& 
to  the  confines  of  Perfia.  The  inhabitants  of  this  wide  domain, 
have  no  written  charafter  and  fpeak  a  langu^e  pecidiar  to  them«« 
ielves.  They  are  a  robufl:,  hardy  race  of  men^  and  being  g^ie^ 
tally  addicted  to  a  ftate  of  predatory  warfare,  their  mannef* 
kt^ely  partake  of  a  barbarous  infolence,  and  they  avow  a  fixed 
contempt  for  the  occupations  of  civil  life.  Though  in  fome  of  oup 
hiftories  of  Afia,  the  natives  of  Afghaniftan  are  denominated  Tar* 
tars,  I  am  prompted  to  fay,  that  they  bear  no  refemblance  to  thofo 
|)eople,  either  in  their  perfons,  manners,  or  language. 

Certain  territories  pf  Afghaniftan,  were  conquered  in  the 
ninth  century  by  the  khans  of  Bochara,  of  the  Samam  race,  and 
annexed  to  the  Tartar  principality  of  Khorafan,  from  whence 
a  fubordinate  chief  was  deputed  to  govern  at  Guizni.  But  it  does 
not  appear  that  the  northern  quarter  of  the  country  was  fubdued 
until  the  reign  of  Mahmoud,*  the  fecond  prince  of  the  Giznavt 
dynafty,  who  compleated  the  conqueft  of  Afghaniftan.  No  fub- 
ftantial  tradition  of  the  Afghans  or  the  ftatc  of  their  country  is 

^Hc  reigned  in  the  eteveoth  centary 

found 
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found  on  record,  until  the  year  of  the  chriftian  «ra,  997,  when 
^abuftagi,  a  Tartar  officer^  in  the  fervice  of  the  chief  of  Kho-» 
rafan,  who  was  fuhje6k  at  that  period  to  Munfur  at  Samani,*'' 
the  great  khan  of  Bochara,  having  at  his  matter's  death,  fuc- 
ceeeded  to  the  territory,  renounced  the  Tartar  vafTalage,  and  ex- 
tending his  conqucfts  to  Afghaniflan,  made  Ghizni  the  capitaf 
of  his  empire.^ 

The  Ghiznavi  dominion,  which  involved  a  large  portion  of 
Perfia  and  Hindoftan,  acquired  chiefly  by  the  arms  of  Mahmoud, 
the  fon  of  Sabuftagi,  flourifhed  for  the  fpace  of  two  hundred 
and  fevcn  years,  when  it  was  wrefted  from  Kufro,  the  lafl:  of 
the  race  of  Sabufl:agi,  by  the  Afghan  Mohomed  Ghori.-f*  This 
prince  bequeathed  to  Eldoze,  a  favorite  flave,  his  pofleffions  weft 
of  the  Indus,  which  wer«  quickly  overrun  by  a  Perfian  prince  of 
Kharifm,  whofe  fucceffor  Tillal-ud-Dein,  vras  compelled  to  fly 
before  the  vidorious  fword  of  Zinzis.J 

From  the  period  of  that  revolution,  till  the  invafion  of  Timur 
Beg,  the  hiftory  of  the  Afghans  is  immerfed  in  general  obfcurity  ; 
and  little  fatisfaftory  knowledge  of  their  government  has  been  com- 
municated to  us,  except  by  Feriflita,  who  fays  tliat  in  the  year 
1251,  Mahmoud,  a  Patau,  king  of  Dehli,  drove  the  Moghul  Tar- 

♦  The  fifth  prince  of  that  dynafty. 

t  So  called  from  Ghor  a  diftridl  or  principal  town,  in  the  northern  town  in  the 
northern  part  of  Afghaniftan. 

X  This  event  happened  about  the  year  1242. 

K  2  tars 
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tars  from  Ghi24ii,  and  annexed  it  to  the  empire  of  Hindoftan.  It 
is  probable,  that  it  continued  fubjeft  to  the  dominion  of  Delhi, 
until  the  expedition  of  Timur's  into  India,  when  the  northern 
quarter  of  Afghaniftan  became  a  Tartar  province.    . 

As  the  great  empire  of  Tartary  fell  into  rapid  decay  on  the 
death  of  Timur,  and  no  relation  being  given  of  the  fubfcquent 
exiftencc  of  a  Tartar  government  in  Afghaniftan,  we  may  infer 
that  it  was  ruled  by  its  national  chiefs  until  tlie  year  1506,  at 
which  period,  Baber,  previoufly  to  his  conqucft  of  Hindoftan,  feized 
on  Kabul  and  Ohisni,  which  occafionally  with  Kandahar,  wefa 
held  by  his  pofterity  for  the  Tpace  of  two  hundred  and  thirty  one 
years,  when  Nadir  Shah  annexed  them  to  the  dominion  of  Pcrfia*  ' 

In  arranging  thofe  heads  of  Afghan  hiftory,  it  may  not  be  fu^ 
perfluous  to  note,  that  Mahmoud  Ghori,  bequeathed  his  territory 
eaft  of  the  Indus  to  a  flave,  whom  he  had  adopted,  named  Kultub 
Ul  Dein,  the  firft  Afghan  or  Patan*  king  of  Dehli,  from  whom 
a  fucceffion  of  princes  of  the  fame  nation,  continued  to  reign  for 
near  three  hundred  years,  and  ended  in  Ibraham,  of  the  houfe  of 
Lodi;  who  was  flain  in  battle  by  Baber.  The  materials' of  this^ 
Iketch,  which  are  taken  from  Shirrifud  Dein's  memoirs  of  Timur^ 
Dowe's  Hiftory  of  Hindoftan^  and  private  defuhory  remarks,  will 
not,  I  fear,  communicate  much  ufeful  information.     For  the  want 


•  The  race  of  Afghans  are  commonly  known  in  Indfa  by  the  name  of  Patans,.  the 
meaning  or  etymology  of  which  defignation  docs  not  fecm  to  be  afecrtained, 

indeed' 
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lodeed  of  itdy  native  record,  and.the  fupsrficial.'manner  in  which 
^he  fubjed  has*  been  treatjCKl  by  foreign  writers,  little  fubftantlai 
jnattprcj^  riovv;  cxift  for  th^  cojlftrudion  of  the  hiftory  of  the 
Affhai>5v;:,Yet  tte  kls,  is  the^  more  eafily  confoled,  when  it  is 
confidered»  that  little  inftriu5Uon  or  pleafure  can  arife  to  the  mind, 
from  reviewing  the  anions  of  a  rape  of  men  enveloped . in  favage 
ignoSrance,  and:3ftigmatlfed  eyep  by  the  fierce  Tartars  for  their 
/cruelty  and, rapiiif.^       ;  .     ]        '    ,        •  '  .      * 

•     The  Afghans  received,  the  rel^ipn  of  Mahomet  from  thetr> 
Tartar  conquerors^  and  like  them  profefling  the  Socxii  creed,  are 
avowed, enemies  to  the  Schias,  or  the  Seftaries  of  Ali./  Though 
many  of.  the/ tribes  muft  haVe  been  converted  at  the  period.of  the* 
Ghizni  dynafty,  it  is  feen  that  Timur  encountered  a  fierce  body  of 
•this  nation,  whom  he  denominated  infidels.*  At  this  day,  the  Afghans^ 
are  efteemedthe  leaft.  correct  of  the  Mahometans,  in  [religious  obier* 
vances  j  and  few  of  them  are  converfant  in. foreign: letters . .  :Tiieir 
common  drefs  confifts  of  a  fhiit,;  which  falls  ovei' the  upper  part  of 
long  and  ijarrow  trowfers^  a  woollen  veft,  fitted  clofely  to  the  body, 
and  reaching  to  the  imd-kg^a-pd^  high tturned  up:C|ip>  of.bioad; 
cloth  or  cotton,  ufuaUy  of  one  colour,  pnd  of  a  cQnlc  form ;  with 
two  fmall  .parallel  flits  in  the  upper  edge  of  its  facing.     .JJreid  of. 
wheat  and  barley,  milk,  butter  and  cheefe,  compofe  the  Common  cUet3 
pf  the  Afghans  5,  they,  alfo^  in  the  winter,  feafon  arlfl  on  a  journey,.; 
wake  fxcqqcnt-ufe  of  a  food  called  croat^    which  is  curdled  milk 
formed  into  fmall  balls,  hardened  either:by  the  hwt  of  thefun  or 
.   '   ...:  file  J 
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oorrelpcijidencei  throughout  their  dominion ;  an  ufage  at  this  day* 
preferved  in  all  the  Mahometan  dates  of  Hindoftah. 
.     To  fhrcJWibmfilighton'tl^ecnodem  hiftofy of  AfghaniftaB,  it 
19^    neceffacy    to   defc ri be  ;  fome '  events   which  wct^  produced  in 
that  <juarter  and  in  Perfia,  previoiifly  to  the  invafion  of  Nadir* 
Shah.       -  -    . 

About   the  year  1720,  an  army  of  Afghans,- commanded  by 
Mahmud,  the  fon  of  Mcervais,  a  ehieftain  of  Kandahar,  invaded 
Perfia,  and  after  a  feries  of  fuccefles,  he  became  poffeffed  of  Ifpa- 
han,  the  fukan-Hufleyn  with  all  his  fons,  except  Thamas  Mirza,* 
vho  made  his-efcape,  were  made  prifoners.     Mahmud  held  pof-^ 
l^on  of  the  capital  and  the  fouthern  provinces  until  his  death,' 
"when  the  fuccj^fiion  devolved  on  AfhrufF,  aii  Afghan  of  tlie  fame^ 
tribe,  who  in  the  year  1730,    continued  to  exercife  a' fovereign> 
power  in  the  interior  ps^tts  of  the  <:outitry.     Alxml  this  period,! 
Tharhas  Mirza,  who  had  fkd  from  the  Afghan  arms,  -raifed  a  body 
of  military  adherents,   and  ultimately  aided  by  the  prowefs  of 
Nadir  his  piiaciple  officer,  'made  a  vigorous  attack  upon  the  Af^ 
^han  ufurper  s    Afhruff  maintained  fome  obftinate  codfliAs  witlV 
the  Periiaa  army,   which  was  wholly  commanded  by  Nadir,  the 
moft.  intrepid  and  fuccefsful  (bldier  of  the  ea(t  s  but  he  was  com--^ 
pcUed  to  yield  to  the  fuperior  genius  of  his  enemy,  and  in  retiring 
towards  Kandahar  with  not  more  than  a. hundred  men,  he  was  at- 
tacked by  a  party  of  his  marauding  countrymen,  and  cut  off  after 
a  defperate  defence. 

A  ?ow- 
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A  POWERFUL  feft  of  Afghans,  denominated  Abdali,  encou- 
raged by  the  diftrafled  ftate  of  Perfia,  had  feized  on  Herat,  1^  a  large 
fprtified  city  in  Khorafan,  and  were  preparing  to  reduce  the  pro* 
vince,  when  they  were  encountered  by  Nadir,  who  totally  routed 
their  army  j  fifteen  thoufand,  it  is  faid,  being  killed  and  wounded, 
and  five  thoufand  made  prifoners.  Having  recovered  the  territo- 
ries^ which  the  Turks  and  Ruffians  had  difmembered  from  Perfia 
during  the  weak  reign  of  Huffeyn,  and  expelled  the  Afghans, 
Nadir  Sh^  depofed  Thamas,  and  entering  Afghaniftan  in  the 
year  1737  with  a  large  army,  laid  fiegc  to  the  ftrong  fortrefs  of 
Kandahar,  which  was  at  that  time  held  by  HuiTeyn  Khan,  an  in- 
clependant  Afghan  chief*  The  exertions  of  this  ofEcer,  aided  by 
the  natural  advantages  of  his  iituation,  detained  the  Perfian  in 
the  vicinity  of  Kandahar,  for  the  (pace  of  eighteen  months.  At 
the  furrender  of  the  fortrefs  and  other  adjacent  ftrong  holds,  Nadir 
made  fo  temperate  a  ufe  of  his  victory,  that  about  four  thoufand 
Afghans,  commanded  by  two  of  the  ^fEcers  of  Hufleyn,  were  in- 
duced to  Join  his  army;  and  it  is  mentioned  that  thefe  troops, 
daring  the  Indian  expedition,  rendered  him  elTential  fervice. 

In  the  annals  of  that  period,  I  have  made  diligent  fearch  for 
die  name  of  Abdali  Ahmed  Khan,  the  founder  of  the  modern  em- 
pire of  Afghaniftan  5  but  I  have  not  l)een  able  to  procure  any  ac* 
curate  information  of  his  origin  or  n^Utary  progrefs,  until  he 

*  Suppofcd  to  be  Aria  of  the  jincientf^ 
^  Vi)L.  IL  L  ftarted 
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ftaited  forth  vsdth  fo  brilliant  a  fuccefs  at  the  death  of  Nadir  $hah. 
That  he  was  an  Afghan  there  is  no  doubt,  as  the  faft  is  fully 
proved  in  the  perfon  of  his  fon  Timur  Shah  i  yet  from  Dowels 
hiftory,  he  has  been  brought  into  our  notice  by  the  name  of  the 
Perfian  Abdalli ;  by  various  records  and  oral  tradition  of  the  life 
of  Nadir  Shah,  it  is  feen  that  he  maintained  a  party  of  Afghans 
in  his  fervicc,  and  having  received  in  the  latter  period  of  his  reigri^ 
a  general  teftimbny  of  the  difaffeftion  and  meditated  treachery  of 
his  Perfian  officers,  he  refi>lved.tQ  reduce  them  to  obedience,  or 
cut  them  off  by  the  afliftance  of  his  foreign  Troops ;  among  whom, 
the  Afghans,  then,  commanded  by  Ahmed  Khan,  were  diftin^ 
guifhed  by  pre-eminent  marks  of  favoY.  . 

Tr6  afTaffinatioA  of  Nadir,  wais  immediately  followed  by  a 
furious  attack  on  the  Afghan  troops,  confifting  of  four  or  five 
thoufand  men ;  but  their  intrepid  chief,  though  aflailtd  by  the 
whole  Perfian  army,  efFe£ted  a  fafe  retreat  into  has  own  country, 
where,  feizing  on  a  large  treafbrie  which  the  governor  of  Kabul, 
not  yet  apprized  of  the  fate  of  Nadir,  had  difpatched  to  the  Per* 
fian  camp,  and  raifing  a  numerous  force,  be  was  acknowledged 
the  fovereign  of  the  Afghan  territories,  by  the  title  of  Ahmed 
Shah.  After  eftabliihing  his  authority  at  home,  he .  penetrated 
into  the  northern  quarters  of  India,  which  felt  the  force  of  hi^ 
arm,  and  long  groaned  under  the  Afghan  defolation. 

Ahmed  Shah  having  run  through  a  long  and  arduous  mili- 
tary carreer,  and  acquired  even  the  charafter  of  a  temperate  and 

jnft 
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jttfl:  prince,  died  in  thfc  year  1773,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  new  city  of 
Kandahar,*  which  he  had  dcfigned  to  be  the  capital  of  Afghaniftan. 
This  prince  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Timor,  who  keeps  his  court  in 
the  city  of  Kabul;  to  preferve  the  foreign  poffeflions  of  his  father, 
•lie  nmde  in- the  firft  part  of  his  reign,  fome  defultory  expeditions 
into  Indili  ^  but  on  the  iffue  of  an  unfucccfsful  campaign  with  the 
Sicques,  he  was  compelled  to  rclinquifii  the  whole  of  the  Punjab 
territory.  At  this  day  Ke  retains,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  Indus, 
the .  principality  of  K^fhmire,  the  diftrift  of  Attock,  with  fomc 
Tcattered  divilions  of  Moultan,  including  the  city  and  the  territory 
t>f  iScind.  Yet  Timur  Shah  derives  but  few  real  advantages  from 
ins  Indian  domain.  Scind  atthe  period  of  my  journey,  u^s  in  a 
degree  difmembered  from  his  empire  5  no  revenue  had  been  remit- 
ted to  Kabul  for  the  fpace  of  two  years,  or  any  meafure  adopted 
to  enforce  obedience.  And  the  governor  of  Moultan,  confiding 
'  I  on  his  remote  diflance  from  the  empire  and  the  iija(5live  difpofitipiij 

1 1  of  the  prince,  {hews  only  th^t  attention  to  the  orders  of  govern- 

I  ment,  whfch  is  moft  accordant  with  his  purpofes.    From  this  out- 

I ;  line  you  will  perceive,   that  the  Afghan  dominion  in  India,  does 

•  not  ftand  on  a  flourifhing  ground  s   that  under  the  aufpices  of 

^mur,  few  marks  of  its  extension  are  evinced  -,   hv  that  it  rim- 

jparts  any  leading  influeace  in  the  affairs  of  UiiQd.Qflaq. 

> 

•  Nadir  Shah  deftroycd  the  old  fortrefe  of  Kandahar,  wfaicji  Opod  on  the  top  o(i 
high  rocky  hill,  and  founded  on  a  contiguous  plain,  a  city  entitled  Nadlrabad ;  it  was 
completed  by  Ahmed  Shah,  and  i$  now  only  known  by  the  name  of  Kandahar, 

L  2  Rumours 
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Rumours. wafted  from  the  court  of  Dehlt^  have  occafionally 
agitated  our  quarter  of  India,  and  taught  us  to  believe  that  Timur 
with  a  mighty  ho(l»  had  crofTed  ^he  Indus,  and  was  making  rapid 
marches  to  DehK,  to  reftore  the  loft  authority  of  the  Mpghul 
empire.  But  this  is  an  empty  tale,  framed  to  raife  the  fpiritB^ 
of  a  decaying  drooping  courts  or  amufe  the  dreaming  polidcians 
x>f  the  day.  It  is  indeed,  fo  oppolite  to  the  truths  that  the  Af- 
ghan prmce,  inftead  of  urging  a  foreign  enterprize^^  feems  afraid 
to  move  from  his  capital.*  At  this  time  a  common  oiitccy.  of 
the  foldiery  prevails  againft  the  Shah,  for  a  large  failure  of  mi^ 
Utary  payments;  and  it  appears  diak  fiace  the  year  1780^  whea 
he  vifited  PeOiour,  where  he  was  treacheroufly  attacked  by  a 
party  of  difafiefted  Afghans^  he  has.  (hewn.  no.  deiire  of  leaving; 
KabuLf 


*  since  that  period  Tlnmr  Shah,  has  appeared'in  the  .field  and  proceeded  to  tbe.pro«^- 
vince  of  Moultan ;  but  his  operations,  futile  and  indeciflve,  have  terminated  after  much, 
negociation  and  threat,  in  a  manifeft  incapacity  to  complete  the  reduAion  of  a-nominal 
tributary ;.  and  having  diilblved  the  charm  that  popular  opinion  had.  impireflcd  on  hi9 
AamC)  be  returned  inglorioufly  into  his  own. country. 

Note  fy  the  Editors*. 

/^  Soaie- recent  advices  from  India  mention,  that,  in  the  automn^of  17.96,  Z^aun. 
Shah,  the  fucceflbr  of  Timur,  had  invaded  the  Punjab,  and  having  completely  routed* 
the  forces  of  the  Sicques,  had  gained  poflefflon  of  Lahore ;-  but  was  foon  after  re- 
called from  thence  to  Kandahar  by  a  rebellion  excited  there,  during  his  abfence,  t>y  a 
difcontented  chief,  named  Morad  Khan*  Thefe  accounts  add  that  he  was  fuppofed  to 
have  fupprefied  this  infurrcdion,  and  to  be  preparing  to  re-enter  India  with  a  very 
coniidcrable  anny« 

EXCLU* 
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.  ^EacctusiVE  of  his  Afghan:  and  Indian  dominions,  Timur 
5bah  is  poflfefled  of  a  l^tge  divifKHi  of  -Khorafan,  which  taking 
in  the  city  of  Herat,  extends  on  the  north  to  the  vicinity  of 
Niibiahor  aqjd.Turlhifh^  and  oa  the  fouth  to  the  leflTer  Irak. 
IFhis  prince,:  whom  I  ^ve^feen,  is-  about  forty  fix  years  of*  age, 
bis  pcrfon  ia  above  the  middle  fi^^rad  rather  corpulent;  andy  for 
a  native,  of  Afgh^iftan,  is  complexion  is  da}*k, ,  In.  token  of  impe* 
rial  dimity,  he^wjears  on  days  of.ceremonyr  a  high  cap  of  black 
Keiyej:,,  with  a  top-  of  .a  quadrangular  fprtn. 

From  a. want  of  v%or  in  the  government,  a  diin  population, 
and  the  averfion  of  the  Afghans  to.  civil  occupation^  the  reve- 
nue of  Timur  ^ah*  bears;  an-  inadequate  proportion^  to  the  ex.- 
tent  of  fajfidoiQinfon...  In  Mr.  I>owe'$  Hiftory  of  Hindpftan,  it 
is  faid  that  .Ahmed,  Shah  pofl^ed  a  revenue  of  three  millions 
fterting,  and -maintained  a  ftanding  body  of  one  hundied  thoufand 
cavalry.  If  fach  was  the  dftate  of  that  prince's  power  and  refources^ 
it  hath  greatly  decreaied  in  the  reign  of  his  fiicccfTor ;  whofe 
whole  force  according  to  the  information  I  procured  in  the  country^ 
does  not  exceed  thirty  thoufand.  men,  or  hi&  revenue  a  million 
of  our  money.  ,     . 

Cavalry  conftitutes  the  chief  military  ftrength  of  Afghan- 
iftan,  which  as  well  from  its  own  difl:ri6ls,  as  its  contiguity 
±0  Tartary  and  Perfia,  procures  go9d  horfes,*.  at  a  moderate  rate- 

f  A  frryiceable  horfe  is  procured  at  Kabul,  bomJUvc  to  fix  pouads  flerling. 

'A  corps;^ 
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A  corps  of  infantry  armed  with  matchlocks^  compofes  alfo  a  part 
of  the  Afghan  army ;  but^  as  in  countries  where  cavalry  is  formed 
of  the  higher  clafTes  of  the  people  and  denominates  military  honor 
and  rank,  this  body  is  held  in  low  Acoount^  and  is  little  iupe« 
rior  to  the  undifciplined  foWiery  of  India  t  and  the.  Afghan  ar- 
tillery, may  without  depreciatitig  k,  be  eflkfiated  by  the  (kroe  fcale 
of  comparifon.  Certain  of  ibhe  brothers  of  Timar  Shah  have 
raifed  occafional  commotions  trit^  government,  and  ooe^-thtiA 
named  Sicunder,  was  in  open  iebellion,  but  it  was  queUed 
without  producing  any  violent  eflfeft*  This  prince  who  hitherto 
experiences  the  obedience  and  filial  duty  of  his  own  femily,  has 
appointed  two  of  his  ibns,  grown  to  manhood,  to  the  feparat^ 
charge  of  Kandahar  an^  Herat ;  both  of  them  live  in  harmony 
with  their  father  and  are  eftecmed  by  the  people. 

The  remains  of  a  <:olony  of  Armenians,  which  Nadir  Shah 
had  captured  in  his  Tuiidfh  war,  and  eftabliflied  in  the  nor- 
thern parts  of  Perfia,  whence  it  was  removed  by  Ahmed  Shah 
into  Afghaniftan,  arc  now  rcfiding  at  Kabul,  They  intermarry 
with  their  owti  women  ^nd  are  allowed  the  fiec  ufe  of  the 
chriftian  religion,  which  is  adminiftercd  by  a  national  prieft. 
They  were  attached  to  the  body-guard  of  the  late  Shah,  whom 
they  attended  in  lirs  various  expeditions  j  and  thofe  who  fur- 
"vived,  amounting  to  about  one  hundred,  were  fometrmc  em- 
ployed by  Timur  in  the  like  capacity  j  but,  fince  this  prince 
has  perfonally  telinquiflied  the  purfiiits  of  a  military  life,  and 

n^le<5ted 
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lieglcrfted  the  maintenance  ©f  his  army,  the  Armenians  have 
fallen  into  great  penury.  They  rcfide  with  their  families 
in  the  precinfts  of  the  Balau  Sir,  and  are  permitted  within  a 
prcfcribed  limit,  to  exercife  difcretionary  occupations.  Yet  with 
all  the  induftry  which  the  tribe  fo  abundantly  poffeffes,  they 
earn  but  a  fcanty  pittance.  In  defpite  of  this  grievance  of  the 
gloomy  forrow  prefled  on  them  by  poverty,  by  a  condition  of 
bondage,  to  which  on  this  fide*  of  mortality,  the  mdft  fanguine 
hope  can  fix  no  termination,  they  evince  an  unremitting  aftivity 
in  propagating  their  fpecies  :  arid  would  feem  determined  to  entail 
On  their  race,  an  equal  portion  of  that  mifery,  which  has  fo 
largely  fallen  to  their  lot.  ...-:;:       « 

From  what' has  -  been  kIiie^'rioHc©cfi  It  we're  almoflfdper- 
fluous  to  fay  that  Titiiur  ShaK  pbffcSes  little* enttt'prizi  or  vigor 
of  mind.  For  the  laftfeven  yearsi  he  has  fhewnr  fittle  inclina- 
tion  to  military  a6Kon,'  or  the  aggrandifemehf  of  his  Empire.  It 
is  true,  that  allured  by  the  hope  of*  acquiring  an  eafy  pbflcflion: 
of  <Mie  of  the  beft  cities,  now  remainiimng  In  Perfia,  he  lent  a 
body  of  troops  to  befiege  Mufchid,  -  the '  capital  of  Khora- 
fan  ',  but,  the  wretched  equipment  of  his  army  and  the  flow  pro- 
grefs  of  the  fiege,  which  was  commenced  in  the  preceding  ;^ear, 
equally  fticw  a  want  of  fpirit  and  ability. 

The  Afghan  government,  wheh  viewed- as  ffending  bn  a  ge- 
neral bafis  of  defpotifm,  and  compared  with  that  of  bther  Affatic 
A:ates,  is  hot*  pregnant  with  injoftJcc  or  ctneltyl  '  Its  edifts  are 
\  feldom 
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feldcJm  Acc<?«np^T)ied  with  blQodnitcl,^  nor  is  it  inimical  to  any^feffe 
pf  ftrangers.  The  foreign  and  native  merchants,  enjoy  at  Kabul 
an  ample  proteftion,  and  maintain  their  rights  with  a  fpirit; 
rarely  feen  in  a  Mahometan  country.  Capital  punilhments  arc 
feldom  inftifled,  and  tliough  the  kinfmeft  -of  the  Prince  have 
formed  frequent  confpiracies  againft  the  (late,  his  hai^ds  are  not 
ftained  with  the  blood  of  his  family.  .  Such  are  the  virtues  of  Ti-* 
mur  Shah,  which  were  exemplified  in  various  inflances,  during  my 
lefidence  at  his  capital.  The  ruling  vice  of  this  prince  is  avarice; 
fxom  a  dread  of  the  fierce  and  untraflable  fpirit  of  the  Afghans^ 
its  effe6ts  are  not  feverely  felt  in  the  collection  of  the  territorial 
revenue ;  but  it  preffes  hard  on  the  foldiery  and  liiquftiold  fervants ; 
on  artificers,  and  on  ihofc  merchants  who  unwarily  vend  their 
wares  to  the  court  without  prompt  payment.  The  fafts,  however 
defultoiy,  that  have  been  adduced,  do  not  warrant  the  opinion 
that  Timur  Shah  is  an  obje&  of  dread  to.  the  bordering  flates,  or 
that  he  is  juftly  entitled,  the  comet  oi  the  eafl,  who  we  have  been 
taught  to  believe,  will  at  Ibme  unexpected  moment,  (hoot  acrofs 
the  Indus  and  the  Ganges,  and  confiime  even  our  remote  province 
of  Bengal. 

The  chief  ilrength  of  the  Afghan  prince,  I  prefume  to  fay,  is 
derived  from  the  weaknefs  and  difcord  of  his  neighbours.  Were 
the  Sicque  chiefs  not  more  apprehenfive  of  a  domeftic  increafing 
influence,  than  defirous  of  fubduing  a  conftitutional  enemy,  they 
would,  it  may  be  fairly  inferred,  fpeedily  extinguifh  the  Afghan 

government 
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government  in  India ;  and  fhould  the  Periian  force  be  thrown  into 
a  body,  under  the  condu£l  of  an  able  leader,  it  is  not  only  pro<- 
bable,  that  the  difmembered  divifion  of  Khorafan  would  revert  to 
its  ancient  poflefTors,  but  that  the  Afghans  would  again  feel  a 
foreign  yoke*— With  an  earneft  apology  for  this  lopg  letter,  I 
remain. 


*• 


Yours,  &c. 


Vol.  II.  M  LET- 
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LETTER     XIV- 


DEAR    SIR, 

JriAVING  in  vain  endeavoured  to  procure 
payment  of  my  defaced  bill,  I  fold  it  at  half  price  to  Bagdafir, 
my  Georgian  hoA,  who  agreed  to  abide  by  the  chance  of  ob« 
tabling  the  full  amount.  God  forgive  me  for  doubting  the  in- 
tegrity of  my  Chrillian  hoft ;  but,  fome  obfcure  parts  of  the 
negociation,  and  the  exorbitant  prices,  charged  upon  fundry  ar- 
ticles which  I  purchafed  from  him,  induced  me  to  believe,  that 
he  had  not  played  me  fair.  To  throw  rafii  blame  on  a  man^ 
who  had  rendered  me  fuch  eflfential  offices  of  humanity,  and  who, 
is  cut  off  from  every  help  of  vindication,  were  a  breach  of  one 
of  the  grand  bonds  of  fociety.  Nor  had  this  fufpicion  been  com* 
municated,  did  it  not  lead  to  fubftanttate  an  obfervation  I  have 
often  made;  that  a  man,  though  devoted  to  the  flrift  obfer«> 
vance  of  the  minuteft  ceremony  of  his  religion,  with  a  mind  of« 
tenfibly  fixed  on  objects  lying  beyond  mortality,  who,  like  the 
Georgian,  loudly  chants  his  morning  and  evening  prayers,  and  on 
his  beads,  numbers  a  long  lift  of  martyred  faints,  (hall  at  the 

M  2  fame 
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fame  time,  eageily  grafp  at  every  advantage^  which  our  world 
holds  out  to  him ;  nor  (hall  he  give  even  farthings  to  the  poor« 
This  covering  has  happily-  in  the  civilized  world,  become  thread- 
bare and  flimfy,  and  except  in  fanatic  conventicles,  is  feldom  exhi- 
bited with  fucgefs. 

Having  made  the  requifitc  preparations  for  my  journey,, 
and  hired  one  fide  of  a  camel,  on  which  a  pannier  was  fufpetided 
for  my  accommodation >  1  joined  a  party  proceeding  to  Kandahar. 

On  the  firft  September,  at  Killah  Kazzee,  the  remains  of  a 
fort,  three  furfungs*  diftant  from  Kabul.  This  being  a  kafilah  of 
camels,  which  in  Afghaniftan  and  Perfia,  are  ufually  driven  in  the 
night,  that  the  heat  of  the  day  and  the  efFefts  of  thirft,  may  be  lefs 
felt,  we  departed  on  the  evening  of  the  22d,  and  early  next  mor- 
ning halted  on  a  barren  plain,  five  furiungs.  The  road  lay 
through  fcattered  hills  of  a  moderate  height,  and  a  country  thinly 
cultivated. 

It  is  neceffary  to  inform  you,  that  I  now  appeared  in  the  cha-' 
rafter  of  a  Chriftian,  conformably  to  the  counfel  of  Bagd^afir,  who 
had  confidently  alTured  me  that  no  riique  would  be  incuired  under 
fuch  defcription ;  and,  he  expatiated  alfo  on  the  grievous  fin  of 
throwing  out  any  falfe  colours  on  the  fcore  of  religion.    But  it 


*  Throughout  thi»  quarter  of  Afghaniftan  and  all  the  dominion  of  Perfla,  the 
land  meafurement  is  calculated  by  furfungs,.  which  may  be  roundly  computed,  at  four 
EngUfh  miles*  In  fome  of  the  ancient  authors,  this  meafureoient  is  termed  parafing^ 
agreeably  to  the  alphabet  of  the  old  Perfic  in  which  the  letter  F  is  not  contained. 

was 
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was  foon  fecn  that  the  exchange  involved  a  multiplicity  of  troubles. 
Never  perhaps,  did  the  meek  and  patient  member  of  primitive 
Chriftianity  fuffer,  among  the  Gentiles,  greater  indignity  or  more 
bitter  reproach  5  martyrdom  only  was  withheld  j  and  that  ex- 
tremity of  Chriftian  honor,  I  was  in  perpetual  dread  of ;,  though 
without  any  foretafte  of  thofe  comforts >  which  flow  from  ardent 
2cal,  or  a  confolatory  belief  that  the  church  would  derive  either 
ilrength  or  credit  from  my  fufferings. 

The  mode  of  travelling,  which  I  had  now  adopted  being  pro- 
bably  unknown  to  you,  I  will  give  it  as  it  deferves,  a  rough  de- 
fcription.  The  camel  appropriated  to  the  accommodation  of 
paCTerigerS)  carries  two  perfons,  who  are  lodged  in  a  kind  of  pan-« 
iiier  laid  loofely  on  the  back  of  the  animaL  The  pannier,  termed 
in  the  Perfic^  kidjahwah,  is  a  wooden  frame,  with  the  fides 
and  bottom  of  netted  cords  of  about  three  feet  long  and  two 
broad,  and  two  in  depth.  The  neceflaries  of  the  pailengers  are 
conveyed  in  the  kidjahwah,  and  the  jouraey  being  ufually 
made  in  the  night-time,  it  becomes  the  only  place  of  his  reft ; 
for  on  the  kafilah's  arrival  at  his  ftation,  he  muft,  immediately 
exert  himfelf  in  procuring  provifions,  water  and  fuel;  alfo  in 
keeping  an  eye  over  his  property  to  prevent  theft*  Had  I  been 
even  much  accuftonaed  to  this  manner  of  travelling,  it  muft  have 
been  irkfome ;  but  a  total  want  of  praftice,  made  it  exceflively 
grievous.  That  you  may  not  think  my  compl^dnts  ill-founded, 
Qr  that  I  poiTefs  the  ingenious  though  unhappy  talent  of  creating 

'  ,  cala- 


,4  FORStER^S  '  TRAVELS. 

calamities,  I  will  lay  before  you  a'fimple  detail  of  fads.  The 
box  which  I  occupied,  meafured  a  length  of  two  feet  feven 
inches,  with  a  breadth  of  one  foot  and  a  half  j  and  my  height 
being  five  feet  and  nearly  ten  inches,  you  will  neceffarily  grant 
that  equal  addrefs'and  force  were  required,  to  pack  me  in  fo 
difproportionate  a  compafs.  On  reconnoitering  the  other  fide  of 
the  camel,  I  difcovered,  which  alarmed  me,  an  old  woman  and 
an  infant.  My  fears  indeed  were  foon  verified,  by  the  child 
beginning  to  cry  and  the  nurfe  to  fcold  j  nor  did  the  alternate 
ftrain  ceafe  the  whole  night.  Our  camel,  too,  was  the  worft 
conditioned  of  the  drove;  and  a  want  of  ftrength  made  the 
poor  animal  ftumble  and  very  reftive.  His  ill  properties  did 
not  remain  long  concealed  5  for,  before  the  party  had  crept  into 
their  (eats,  the  cdmel,  which  is  accuftomed  to  receive  its  bur- 
then^ in  a  kneeling  pofture,  fuddenly  arofe,  when  I,  the  nurfe 
and  child,  with  our  various  flock  of  equipment,  fell  to  the  ground 
in  wide  confufion  5  I  then  firft  experienced  a  fafte  of  thofe  ills, 
which  are  attached  to  the  profeffion  of  Chriftian  faith,  in  Ma- 
hometan countries. 

Th  e  camel  driver,  an  Afghan  of  the  rudefl  cafl,  reprobated 
me  in  feverc  terms  as  the  caufe  of  the  mifhapj  but,  he  could 
cxpeft  no  good  fortune,  he  faid,  whilfl  in  the  fociety  of  an  infidel, 
to  whom,  only,  where  to  be  attributed  the  falfe  fVeps,  and 
numerous  they  were,  of  the  camel.  With  much  joy  I  difco- 
vered, at  the  dawn  of  day,  our  halting  place,  where  I  was  re- 
lieved 
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lieved  frooi  a  complication  of  diicordaii^  foundsi  and  a  cramp 
which  had  benumbed  all  my  body. 

At  Kabul  I  had  eadpavourcd  to  procure  a  fervant>  know- 
ing diat  in  my  prefect  charaft^r,  I  fhould  fu£fer  much  incon- 
veniency  without  fuqh  an  a0iftant.  But  Bagdafir  was  averfe  to 
the  meafure,  obferving  .^at  ng  Miahometao  of  clKsirader  would 
.^Qt^r  my  fervijce,  and  that  thofe  >6rho  had  overcome  their  fcru-- 
pies  would  rob  me.  W^vi^g  therefore  fo  ddngeifous  an  accom« 
jnodatioDj  I  commenced  the  journey,  with  a  refolution  of  boldly 
facing  levery  difficulty ;  ye$  to  obtain  the  camel  driver's  good 
will,  I  paid  him  more  t^^p  the  pfual  hire. 

On  the  24th,  in  the  morning,  at  Azeeabadt  five  furfungs* 
The  CQVBtiy,  which  I  reviewed  at  day- break,  was  uiterfperfed 
with  k)w  hills,  and  generally  cultivated.  Having  now  diftin6Uy 
^Ksti^ed  pQT  party,  I  p^ceived  that  Powran,  the  name  of  the 
condu^or,  who  plumed  himfelf  on  being  of  the  fkmt  tribe  as 
Timor .  Shah,  had  with  him  a  younger  brother  for  a  helper, 
and  five  camels ;  three  of  which  carried  merchandize,  and  two, 
paifengers.  The  cargo  of  one  of  thefe  having  been  defcribed, 
it  remains  to  fay,  that  on  the  other  (St  an  old  Afghan  lady  of 
fome  diftin£lion»  her  daughter,  very  handfome,  and  two  grand 
children.  The  dame  began  an  early  conteft  with  Dowran,  but 
after  fome  fmart  fkirmifhes,  fhe  gained  a  compleat  viftory  over 
the  driver,   who  fat  down  eafy  under  the  defeat,   by  obferving 

that 
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that  the  lady  had  fprung  from  «  noble  race^  and  that  the  (hnU 
nefs  of  her  voice  made  his  head  ache. . 

On  the  25th,  halted  i^ear  a  foiall  fort,  four  furfqngs.  The 
flight  air  was  very  cold^  and  the  country  prefented  the  barren 
afpefl  of  a  bare  plain,  on  which  were  icattered  hills  of  rock 
and  fand.  DQwran*s  refufal  o£  all  alliftance,  on  the  fcore  of 
my  being  an  infidel  and  thereby  unclean,  obliged  me  to  go 
dally  in  fearch  of  water  and  the  dried  dung^  of  camels»  the 
only  fuel  of  thefe  parts,  the  kindling  of  which  excited  an  ex- 
cruciating pain  in  my  eyes.  But  having  fortunately  laid  in  a 
fmall  ftock  of  bifcuit,  tea  and  fugar,  I  fubfifted  without  much 
labour  of  cookery.  This  was  I  think,  the  firft  period  of  my 
life,  in  which  to  ufe  a  trite  phrafe,  I  had  been  thrown  wholly 
on  my  back ;  for  in  the  firft  part  of  my  journey,  I  ufually  fared 
better  than  my  companions.  My  manner  was  then  confident, 
and  the  rough  plen^  of  my  board,  procured  many  attentive 
adherents.  The  reverfe  now  befell  me,  I  was  treated  on  all 
fides  with  fuch  a  brutal  contempt,  and  experienced  from  a  want 
of  every  help  fo  many  embarraflments^  that  I  grievoufly  la- 
mented the  difmifllon  of  my  Mahometan  covering;  which  I  re- 
folved  to  take  up  on  the  moft  favorable  occafion. 

The  Armenians,  in  thecourfe  of  journeying,  are  neither  fub* 

^  For  the  purport  of  colleding^this  fuel,  kafilabs  feldom  varjr  (heir  ftatieos. 
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jeft  to  the  grievances  which  affe6ted  me ;  nor  do  they  feel  with 
much  ienfibility  the  infults  of  the  Mahometans  -,  and  by  chiefly 
travelling  with  alFociates  of  their  own  nation,  a  mutual  aid  is  af-^ 
forded ;  befides  tfaele  advantages,  they  pofleis  a  flexibility  of  man« 
ners,  which  receives  a  form  from  every  people  with  whom  they 
mix.  I  have  feen  them  manage  with  infinite  addrefs,  the  Hindoo» 
the  Mahometan^  and  even  the  Jew  ^  a  race  whom  they  afFe£l,  on 
&  religious  principle  to  hold  in  abhorisence;  but  the  grand  caufe 
of  their  hatred,  is  a  clofe  commercial  rival/hip.  Treatment,  at 
which  an  Armenian  would  have  imiled  or  endured  with  profound 
iiibmifiion,  I  fhould  either  by  my  hands,  or  at  leafl:  my  tongue, 
have  warmly  reTentfed:  for  though  not  ill  verted  m  the  manners  of 
the  eaft,  I  never  had  fufficient  forbearance  to  fabmit  to  the  re« 
proachfi»l  infoknce  which  the  Mahometans,  efpecially  the  vulgar, 
exerciic  towards  thoTe  of  a  different  faitlu 

DowRAN,  from  my  aukwardnefs  in  all  culinary  matters,  and 
a  want  of  flrength  to  aflift  in  loading  his  ramels,  the  only  quali- 
ties in  his  mind,  confliituting  an  uief  ul  man,  conceived  a  contemp* 
tible  opinion  of  me,  which  he  thought  could  not  he  more  forcibly 
exprefled,  than  circulating  a  report  in  the  kafilah  that  I  was  a  Jew. 
This  was  a  new  batteiy  opened  againft  me,  but  having  procured 
the  protection  of  the  old  Afghan  lady,  by  fondling  the  children 
and  giving  them  fugar,  I  fuccefs^lly  combated  Dpwran^  who  had 
now  altogether  fubmitted  to  a  female  government. 

On  the  26tb,  at  Ghizni,  four  furfungs*  This  atj  itmaiiied 
Vol.  II.  N  the 
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the  capital  of  zn  extenfivcy  powerful  empire  for  the  fpacc  of  four 
hundred  years,  and  according  to  the  hiftorian  Feri(hta>  was  adorned 
by  the  Ghiznavi  piinces^  particularly  the  great  Mahmoiid,  with 
many  a  fumptuous  and  ftately  pile.  Bat»  ah  \  what  humitiating 
£>rrow  did  I  feel,  how  quickly  did  every  fpark  of  the  pride  inci* 
dent  to  humanity  fubfide,  on  beholding  the  fallen  ftate  of  Ghizni  I 
In  vain  did  I  look  for  its  '^  gorgeous  palaces  and  cloud  capt 
f^  towers."  They  had  been  long  levelled  with  thp  duft^  and 
fave  fbme  fcattered  maffes  of  miihapen  ruins,  not  a  monument 
is  to  be  £ben  of  Ghizni^s  former  grandeur.  The  town 
ilands  on  a  hill^of  moderate  height»  at  the  foot  of  which  runs^ 
ft  ihiall  river^^  whofe  borders  are  occupied  by  Uxtn^  fruit  gar- 
dens. Its  flender  exiftence  is  now  maiat»ned  by  fome<  Hindoo^ 
faoiilies^  whp  fupport  a  fmaU  trafiick,  and  fupply  the  wsmts  of 
a  few  Mahometan  refidents. 

At  a  ihort  diftafice  from  Ghizni,  ftanda  the  tomb  of  Mah« 
moud,  where  pilgrims  refort  from  diftant  places  to  fay  their 
prayers.  But  as  the  religious  a£ts  of  fuch  emigrants  are  rated 
by  the  degree  of  labour^  length  or  danger  o£  their  journies,  we 
ime  not  to  fuppofe  that  the  pilgrimage  improves  either  their 
heads  or  their  hearts  r  though  few  moral  benefits  may  accrue 
to  the  devotee  from  his  wanderings,  he  derives  from  them  a 
confiderable  portion  of  lecular  advantage^    The  Hadji,  ib  he  is. 

*  Its  cttnrcot  pafiea  to  the  wtft  or  iismthward,  but  I  am  not  acquainted  with  its  name; 

'  entitled^ 


FORSTER'S"*  TRAVELS.  99 

'entitled,  who  has  made  the  tour  of  Mecca,  and  vifited  the 
tomb  of  his  prophet,  is  ever  after  treated  with  a  refpeflful  de- 
ference, for  it  is  the  top  of  Mahometan  fa(hion  to  be  religious ; 
«id  if  a  mendicant,  his  fcrip  never  wants  a  ftore. 

In  mentioning  Mahmoud  and  Ghizni,  it  were  criminal  to  omit 
the  name  of  the  Perfian  poet,  Fardoufi,  who  in  his  Sha  Namah, 
hath  given  us  a  fplendid  monument  of  epic  poetry^  and  the  pure 
language  of  his  tx)untry.  The  protection  of  the  great  doth  not 
^Iwaysf  fall  to  the  poet*s  lot  >  nor  but  rarely  doth  the  public  muni- 
ficence  enable  him  to  indulge  the  beht  of  his  genius.  Giiping 
want  often  drives  him  to  feek  the  hireling's  pittamce,  and  even  in 
our  enlightened  land,  we  have  feen  the  cold  hand  of  penury  prefs 
him  to  the  grave.  More  propitious  was  the  fortune  of  Ferdoufi : 
it  gave  him  an  imperial  patron  in  Mahmoud,  whole  praife  he  too 
laviihly  fung.  And  wIku,  for  fome  failure  of  the  princess  promife, 
the  poet  retired  into  Periia,  his  countrymen  warmly  vied  in  mani- 
felling  their  liberali^  iemd  applaufe* 

The  climate ,  of  Ghizni  is  &  cold  as  ti^  have  become  prover- 
bial, and  the  Afghans  told  me,  that  the  town  %as  more  than  once 
*een  overwhelmed  in  fnow.  The  road  to  Ghizni  has,  I  appre- 
hend, a  fouth  weft  dire6lion,  and  is  diftant  from  Kabul  eighty 
two  miles,  at  the  rate  of  four  miles  to  a  furfung.  I  have  been  the 
more  induced  to  notice  this  fa£ldlrcumftantially^5  ^s  in  our  maps 
its  diftance  and  courfe  from  Kabul  is  erroncoufly  laid  down  y  fome 
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of  the  Frcndi  geographers,  even  place  it  to  the  weftward  of  Kan* 
dahar. 

In  the  momifig  of  the  27th  of  September,  at  Heer  Ghut,.  five 
furfungs.  The  country  is  interfperfed  with  low  hills,  and  pro- 
duces, except  in  fome  few  cultivated  fpots,  little  elfe  than  a  prickly 
aromatic  weed,  on  which  camds  feed  with  avidity ;  and  which 
with  pafte  of  unfifted  barley  formed  into  balls,  conftitutes  dieir 
common  food.  This  animal  is  peculiarly  ufeful  in  countries  where, 
as  in  Afghaniflan,  the  roads  are  level,  the  foil  dry,  and  provender^ 
from  the  thin  population,  generally  fcarce«  The  camd  even  oa 
much  coarfer  fare  than  has  been  mentioned,  endures  ievcre  fatigue^ 
often  carrying  a  load  of  eight  hundred  Englifli  pounds  s  aqd  has 
fo  tra£table  a  temper,  that  eight  of  them  faftened  to  each  other  in 
a  firing,  are  managed  by  two  men.  When  opprefied  with  thirft 
on  the  road,  a  camel  throws  from  its  ftomach  a  flefhy  fubftance 
of  a  purple  colour,  which  either  returns  a  fupply  of  water  that 
has  been  previoufly  depofited,  or  being  put  into  fri6lion  in  the 
mouth,  yields  fuch  moifture  as  gives  it  occafional  relief. 

On  the  27th)0^  our  party  halted  at  the  inftance  of  Dowraa 
wholly  3  that  is,  without  the  previous  aflent  of  the  old  lady,  who 

inveighed  againft  his  prefumption  with  fucKbittemefs  and  fo  loudl]!^ 

« 

that  flopping  his  ears,  he  ran  off  the  field.  You  will  pleafe  to 
obierve,  that  the  places  noted  as  halting  ftations,  take  their  name 
either  from  fome  zd^cnt  fort,  or  if  in  an  uninhabited  countrji, 
froip  fome  peculiar  afpedt  or  quality  they  may  poffefs.. 
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On  ^  29th9  at  Meercoot,  fix  furfungs.  The  air  bad  become 
now  fo  cold,  that  at  this  period  of  the  year,  and  in  a  latitude  be- 
tween thirty-four  and  thirty-five,  the  water  which  was  fiifpended 
in  a  copper  veflel  from  my  camels  became  folidly  frozen  during 
the  night. 

On  the  30th,  at  Mufliiedah,  in  a  defert,  fix  furfangs.  Intra* 
verfi.ng  fo  inhofpitablo  a  tra£t,  little  matter  of  information  oir 
amufement  can  occur  to  the  traveller^  But  had  he  been  journey- 
ing over  a  land  floved- with  every  gift  and  every  beauty  of  nature^ 
a  companion  likie  mine  would  have  deftroyed  his  joy  and  have  con« 
verted  his  Eden  to  a  defert.  The  nurfc  of  the  crying  child  wa* 
the  immi^diate  reverie  of  an  h&ndfome  woman  s  on  this  fcore  (tit 
was  not  refponfible,  and  had  (he  been  moderately  clean,  I  had  no 
right  to  complain,  and  might  even  have  derived  entertainment 
from  her  talk  which  flowed  with  a  ftrong  current.  But  trading 
wholly  to  this  qualification  for  a  pafiage  through  life,  fiie  feemed 
to  defpife  every  other  care.  Her  hair  was  a  complicated  maze  of 
filth,  which  had  never  I  belive  been  explored  by  comb,  and  from 
whofe  clofe  vicinity  I  received  a  fevere  vifitation ;  nor  was  her  face 
while  I  knew  her,  once  touched  by  water. 

On  the  firft  of  November,  at  Tazee,  five  furfungs,  in  a  bar- 
ren track*  The  air  became  now  very  hot  in  the  day,  and  cold  at 
pight. 

On  the  2dr  at  Kitlaut^  a  fort  on  an  eminence>  fix  furfungs% 
This  quarter  of  AfghaniAan  has  the  general  afpedt  of  a  defert ; 

and: 
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and  except  fome  fmall  portions  of  arable  land  contiguous  to  the 
places  of  habitation  no  other  cultivation  is  feen. 

On  the  23d  at  Teer  Andazee,  fix  furfungs.  The  night  air, 
liitherto  cold  and  bleak,  became  at  this  place  mild,  and  the 
heat  of  the  day  oppreffive. 

On  the  4th  at  Potee,  a  fmall  village,  fitoate  in  a  populous 
and  fertile  diftrift.  Potee  lyes  to  the  right  of  the  Kandahar 
road,  but  holding  fome  dependance  on  our  Afghan  lady,  the 
two  camels  that  carried  the  family  and  me,  were  difpatched,  foe 
her  accommodation,  to  that  place,  where  (he  was  recdved  with 
much  refpe6lt  Whether  the  old  lady  had  imagined,  that  the 
humble  predicament  in  which  I  flood,  would  deter  me  from  any 
attempt  to.  fully  the  honor  of  her  family,  or  that  (he  had  no- 
ticed in  me,  a  total  indifference  to  all  its  motions,  I  know  not, 
but  the  truth  was,  fhe  made  as  little  account  of  me,  as  if  I 
had  been  wholly  incapacitated  from  entailing  on.  it  any  difgrace; 
Nor,  did  I,  fo  temperate  had  my  condition  become,  from  thd 
predominance  of  other  purfuits,  feel  the  leaft  mortification  at 
the  treatment. 

On  the  5th  in  an  open  well  cultivated  plain,  fix  furfungs; 
where  halting  for  a  few  hours,  the  kaiilah  proceeded  two  and 
a  half  furfungs  farther  to  Kandahar.  This  city,  comprifed  within 
an  ordinary  fortification  of  about  three  miles  in  circumference; 
and  of  a  fquare  form,  is  populous  aiid  flouriihing.    Atid  lying 

in 
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in  the  gredt  road,,  vrhich  connefls  India  with  Periia  and  Tar^ 
tary^  has  been  long  a  diftinguifhed  mart. 

At  Kandahar,  are  eJdabliflied  many  Hindoo  families,  chiefly 
of  Moultan  and  the  Rajepoot  diftrids,  who  by  their  induftry  and 
mercantik  knowledge,   have  .  eflentially  augmented  its  trade  and 
wealth*     Th^  Torcoinan  merchants  of  Bochara  arid  Samarkand, 
alio  frequent  this  mart,,  whence  they  tranfport  into  their  own 
country  a  confidccable  qoaatity  of  indigo^  with  which,  dommo* 
ditf  Kandahar:  is.  anhu^Hy  fnpplied  from  various  parts  .c^  upper ^ 
liKbia.    TbSs  city:  it  tnmt  abundantly  fuppHed  with  provificmi: 
2^  at  ft  cheaper  rate,  than  any  place  I  have  feen  ori  the  weft: 
fide  of  the  Indus.    The  grapes  and  melons  of  numerous  kinds  > 
are  peculiarly'  high'  flavoured,  and  are  comparable  with  the  firft 
fruits,  of  Europe.    The  extenfive  range  of  ihops  occupied  1^- 
Hif^doo  traders,  with  the  eaie  and  contenifment  exprefled  in  their 
deportment,  affords  a  fair  teftimony  of  their  enjoying  at  K^a* 
dafaar,.  liberty  and  pr0te£):ioii^ 

A  SON  of  Timur  Sb^  governs  the  city  with  a  tta^  of  de*- 
pendant  territory,  which  produces  it  is  faid^  a  revenue  of  eighteen 
lacks  of  rupees  ^  and  it  may  be  yc^tj  concluded  from  the*  ap« 
pearance  o£  all  clafles  of  people,  that  this  colIe6Hon  is  made 
without  any  extraordinary  rigour.  The  environs  of  Kandahar 
QCci^y  an  extenfive  plain,  covered  with  fruit  gardens  and  cul* 
tivatk>n^  which  are  interfe£ied  with  numerous  ftreams,  of  fa 
cjEcelknt  a  quality  as  to  become,  proverbial  j,  (Uid  the  climate  is 

happily 
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happily  tempered,  between  the  heats  of  India  and  the  cold  of 
Ghizni, 

It  it  generally  fuppofed  in  Europe  t^at  Kandahar^  ftands  in 
a  country*  of  mountains,  and  we  fpeak  of  the  lofty  pafTes  of 
Kandahar,  as  a  point  not  lefs  clearly  afcertained  than  the  exiftence 
of  the  Alps.  Permit  me  to  rcdify  this  popular  error,  which,  likfe 
many  of  a  fimilar  texture,  has  made  mountains  of  mde-hills,  and 
acquaint  you  that  the  face  of  the  country  furrounding  the  new 
city  of  Kandahar,  forms  an  extenfive  plain,  which  as  it  approaches 
the  file  of  the  old  fortrefs,  becomes  interfperfed  with  hills ;  but 
they  are  of  a  moderate  height  i  nor,  do  they  form  any  barrier  of 
difficult  accefs  <x  deep  extent. 

On  leaving  Kabul,  Bagdafir,  my  Georgian  hoft,  had  given  me 
introdudtory  letters  to  two  Turki(h  relidents  of  Kandahar ;  the 
one  kept  a  fmall  (hop  in  the  bazar,  the  other,  Aga  Ahmed,  had  a 
warehoufe  of  fome  note  in  the  karavah&ra.  This  perfon  re- 
ceived me  in  a  courteous  manner,  and  though  then  in  the  chara6ter 
of  a  Chriftian,  I  did  not  experience  any  of  that  haughtinefs  of 
manner,  with  which  Mahometans  ufually  regard  thofe  of  our 
faith.  He  even  directed  his  countryman  the  fhopkeeeper,  to  pro- 
vide the  neceifaries  for  my  journey,  and  to  carefully  guard  agsunft 
any  fraud* 

The  immediate  departure  of  a  kafilah,  and  the  fail:  approach 
of  winter,  when  the  road  to  Perfia  is  impafTable,  determined  me 
to  proceed  to  Herat ;  though  I  wifhed  much  for  a  few  days  re- 

fidence 
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fidence  at  Kandahar.  Aga  Ahmed  made  an  agreement  with  the 
kafilah  bafhi*  for  my  paflage,  and  alfo  that  I  (hould  be  furniihed 
with  an  attendant:  this  benevolent  Turk  did  not  formally  re- 
commend me  to  the  direftor^s  care,  but  enjoined  him  on  the  for- 
feiture of  his  favor  to  (hew  me  a  particular  kindnefs,  which 
was  only  to  be  teftified  by  producing  my  written  aflurance. 
Could  I  have  found  a  fit  aflbciate  to  divide  the  cares  of  faouie- 
keeping,  I  would  have  remained  at  Kandahar,  during  the  win- 
ter, as  I  dill  felt  the  efFe£ls  of  the  late  ficknefs,  and  feared  a  relapfe 
from  the  fatigue  of  travelling}  but  the  predicament  in  which  I 
flood,  wholly  precluded  any  domeftic  connection  with  die  Maho* 
metans ;  and  that  of  fome  ftray  Armenians^  whpm  I  found  there, 
did  not  ieem  eligible. 

The  road  from  Ghizni  to  Kandahar,  according  to  my  grofs 
obfervations,  tends  to  the  fouth-wefli  and  the  country  has  ge<- 
nerally  a  barren  afpe£t,  with  a  fcanty  fupply  of  wood  and  water. 
The  buildings  from  a  fcarcity  of  timber,  are  conflrufled  as  in  \ 
the  Kabul  diftrids,  of  fun-burnt  bricks,  and  covered  with  a  flat 
arched  roof  of  the  like  materials. 

On  the.  8th  of  November  left  Kandahar>  and  proceeded  to 
J^oby,  three  furfungs,  a  fmall  village  furrounded  by  a  fertile 
plain.    At  the  diflance  of  two  or  three  miles  to  the  northward 

*  Balh  in  tbe  Turkilh  language  fignifies  bead,  and  h  often  applied  in  Perfia  to  the 

head  of  a  fociety  pr  party. 
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of  Kandahar,  is  feen  on  the  left  the  remains  of  the  old  fortrefs, 
(landing  on  the  fummit  of  a  rocky  hill  of  a  moderate  height,  but 
abrupt  elevation.  The  road  at  this  place  tends  over  a  ftony  afcent 
of  eafy  accefs,  Ikirted  on  each  fide  with  fcattered  hills  and  wide  in- 
tervals of  level  land.  It  is  the  form  of  this  part  of  Afghaniftan, 
which  has  given  rife,  I  apprehend,  to  the  European  belief  of  the 
mountains  and  pafles  of  Kandahar, 

On  the  9th^  at  Aufkuckana,  three  furfungs^  a  fmall  village 
on  a  thinly  cultivated  plain.  Our  flow  progrefs  was'occafioned 
by  the  kafilah  baflii  remaining  at  the  city  to  adjuft  fome  bufi- 
TicCs',  he  had  however  wholly  neglefted  mine,  for  not  a  perfon 
when  my  feft  was  known,  would  even  touch  my  garment. 

My  ill  fortune  on  the  fcore  of  an  aflbciate^  which  feemed 
to  purfue  me  with  an  inveterate  rigor,  had  now  given  me  in 
the  place  of  the  fcolding  nurfe  and  crying  child,  a  theological 
and  very  clamorous  difputant.  This  bewildered  man,  unhap*^ 
pily  )br  himfelf  and  for  his  neighbours,  had  conned  over  fome 
of  thofe  books  of  ingenious  devices  and  quaint  fyllogifms,  which 
are  held  in  high  note  among  the  modern  Mahometans,  and  have 
fixed  among  them  a  falfe  diftorted  tafte.  Even  Hafis^s  poems, 
fo  confpicuoufly  replete  with  wit,  and  with  incitements  to  mere 
mortal  pleafures,  are  tortured  by  them  into  praifes  of  Mahomet 
and  his  religion.  This  fanatical  logician  was  unknown  to  the 
other  paliengers,  but  he  loft  no  time  in  displaying  to  them  his 

ftore 
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ftore  of  endowments,   and  feeing  me  a  favorable  fubjedl  he  di- 
re6led  his  full  force  at  my  head. 

I  HAD  engaged  the  fervices  of  a  travelling  Arab  taylor,  and 
was  anticipating  the  various  conveniencies  which  they  promifed, 
when  he  was  driven  from  the  profpeft  of  an  eafy  livelyhood  by  the 
threats  of  the  logician,  who  denounced  Mahomet's  vengeance 
againft  him  if  he  eat  the  bread  of  an  infidel.  The  poor  man, 
hungry,  and  almoft  naked,  darted  at  the  danger,  and  fearful  of  in- 
curring fo  powerful  a  wrath,  refigned  his  new  office,  and  went  to 
live  as  it  might  pleafe  god.  Thus  had  I  the  dreary  profpe£t  of 
being  peftered  for  the  term  of  twenty  days  by  this  outrageous  Ma- 
hometan, who  fo  far  from  being  confcious  of  any  mifchief,  be- 
lieved that  he  was  performing  an  a£t  of  extenfive  merit. 

On  the  evening  of  the  loth,  the  kafilah  moved,  and  arrived 
the  next  morning  at  Howrah  Muddit  Khan,*  fix  furfungs,  the 
country  open,  and  the  foil,  a  mixture  of  light  fand  and  earth, 
producing  generally  that  fpecies  of  we6d  which  has  been  noted  in 
the  remarks  of  the  road  from  Kabul  to  Kandahar* 

On  the  13th,  at  Khackchamparah,  fix  furfimgs.  No  marks 
of  habitation  were  feen  during  the  journey  of  thefe  two  laft  days. 

On  the  14th,  at  Greifhk,  feven  furfungs,  a  larged  wailed  vil« 
lage,  on  the  ikirts  of  which  runs  a  finall  ftream  of  good  water ; 

*  Howrah  fignifies  an  artificial  fountain  or  refervoir  of  water  ;  one  of  which  had 
lieen  conftrudcd  at  this  place  by  Muddit  Khan,  for  the  accommodation  of  travellers. 

O  2  halted 
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halted  two  days  at  this  place,  where  a  toll  is  coUefted  on  mer- 
chandize and  paflengCTs,  and  where  a  ftock  of  provifions  was  laid 
in  to  fup{)ly  our  confumption,  through  a  traft  of  dcfert  country 
extending  from  this  ftation  to  the  weftward.     My  perfecuting 
neighbour,  had  already  deprived  me  of  two  fervants,  when  after 
much  intreaty,  mixed  with  a  warm  culogium  on  his  extenfive  ca- 
pacity, I  prevailed  on  him  to  moderate  his  refentment  againft  me> 
and  ceafe  to  anathematife  thofe,  who  might  in  future  be  induced 
from  their  neceffity  to  eat  the  bread  of  an  infideL    He  had  by  his 
ihetoric,   precluded  me  even  from  the  ufe  of  a  barber  j  one  of 
whom  being  obferved  by  him  at  the  clofe  of  an  operation  on  my 
lieady  was  reprobated  for  his  impurity  in  virulent  language,  and 
compelled. to  cleanfe  his  razor  by  an  ordeal  procefs,  the  expence  of 
which  was  defrayed  by  Chriftian-money.    On  paying  the  charge,  I 
obferved  to  our  logician,  whom  I  now  treated  with  little  ceremony, 
that  he  ihould  alfo  eaufe  the  (haver  to  purge  the  money  by  the  like 
trial,  that  he  might  not  be  polluted  by  the  touch ;  a  precaution  I 
added,  that  would  doubtleis  have  been  adopted,  but  for  a  fear  of 
half  the  amount  being  loft  in  the  large  alloy  that  debafes  all  Ma- 
hometan coins.    I  was,  he  faid,  an  incorrigible  Kaufir,  whom  itt 
fortune  had  placed  with  him  on  the  fame  camel,  and  which  he 
feared  could  never  thrive  under  fuch  a  weight  of  fin. 

The  urgent  calls  of  hunger  now  gave  me  a  third  fervant,  who 
was  in  his  way  from  Moultan^  to  mal^e  the  pilgrimage  of  Mu£« 

chid  * 
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chid.*  Think  how  ardent  muft  have  been  the  zeal  which  incited 
this  pilgrim  to  fo  diftant  a  journey,  and  fupported  him  againft  the 
inclemency  of  winter,  and  the  inhofpitality  of  a  rude  people, 
with  fcarcely  a  covering  to  his  back,  no  fhoes  to  his  feet,  or  an 
atom  of  money  in  his  purfe.  Though  I  gave  him  fome  warm 
clothing  and  fubftantial  food,  he  was  not  able  to  keep  pace  with 
our  party. 

His  fucceiTor  was  a  Ka(hmirian,  who  had  a  countenance  as 
demure  as  that  of  Gil  Bias's  Ambrofe  Lamela,  and  to  the  extent 
of  his  ability,  as  great  a  rogue.  To  enhance  the  value  of  his  fer- 
vicesy  for  which  I  was  obliged  to  pay  largely,  he  expatiated  on  the 
fin  he  was  about  to  commit,  eating  the  fait  of  an  infidel ;  but  I 
foon  found  there  was  no  reftri6tion  to  his  diet.  Moft  of  the  A(i- 
atic  nations  have  affixed  to  fait  a  certain  facred  property,  but  it  is 
held  in  the  highefl:  degree  of  reverence  by  the  Mahometans,  who 
fpeak  of  fait  as  Europeans  do  of  bread.  A  fervant  is  faid  to  eat 
the  fait  of  his  mafter,  and  when  guilty  of  ingratitude,  he  is  ftig- 
matized  with  the  name  of  a  Nimmock  Haram,  or  a  polluter  of 
his  fait,  which  is,  I  believe,  the  only  term  applied  by  Mahometan 
nations  to  fuch  an  offender. 

Here  I  am  induced  to  notice  the  ominous  qualities  vulgarly 
afcribed  on  fome  occalions  to  fait  in  our  own  country ;  as  when  it 
is  accidentally  fpilled,  fpme  part  is  thrown  over  the  left  fhoulder, 

f  It  is  at  this  day  th«  jrcputed  capital  of  Kbora&o^ 

that 
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that  the  fuppofed  enfuing  evil  may  be  averted;  a  ceremQny  I 
have  fecn  even  obfervcd  by  thofe  who  were  far  removed  from 
the  lower  claflTes  of  life.  But  early  impreflions  are  not  eafily 
effaced,  and  they  often  impart  to  the  ideas  a  lafting  colour ;  ef- 
pecially  amongfl:  thofe  who  are  fecluded  from  the  more  hack- 
neyed  paths  of  the  world. 

On  the  17th,  at  Shah  Nadir,  a  ftation  in  the  defart,  feven 
furfungs.  This  refervoir  built  by  Nadir  Shah,  is  a  fquare  of  about 
twenty  feet,  over  which  is  ere£led  on  pillars  a  terrace,  which  ex- 
tending beyond  the  margin  of  the  water,  aflFords  a  convenient 
lodging  to  travellers. 

On  the  i8th  at  Shorab*  five  furfungs ;  fomc  fpots  of  cul- 
tivation were  fcattered  around  this  ftation,  but  no  village  in  fight. 

On  the  19th  at  Lungherah,  a  place  of  halt,  in  a  defert  coun- 
try, where  we  found  only  one  weak  ^ring  of  water,  which  was 
quickly  confumed. 

On  the  20  at  Dilatam,  fix  furfungs,  a  fort  in  ruins  which 
is  flcirted  by  a  rivulet,  on  whofc  margin  are  fcen  fome  fcatter- 
ing  trees  j  a  rare  fight  in  this  land !  but,  the  adjacent  country 
is  barren  and  uninhabited. 

On  the  21ft,  at  Buckwau,  feven  furfungs,  a  ftation  in  the- 
<defert. 

On  the  22d,  at  Diauze  in  the  defert,  fix  furfungs.— This  day' 

«  Signifying  fidt  or  bncldfli  water,  but  at  Ous  fladoii  the  water  was  frdh. 

the 
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the  fun  (hot  forth  its  rays  whi^^  gr^^^  force^  and  the  ground 
which  we  occupied  being  a  Dare  fand,  reflcfted  an  intenfe  heat. 
Whilft  I  was  panting  under  a  very  flimfy  covering,  I  obferved 
that  my  neighbour,  a  Turkoman  Seid,  who  had  no  (lieher,  was 
ftruck  by  the  fun,  and  lay  ftruggfing  in  a  violent  agony. 

Th£  Mahometans  thought  him  pofTefTed  with  the  deviU 
and  inilead  of  affording  any  proper  aid,  began  an  extraordinary 
converfation  with  the  fuppofed  fiend ;  efpecially  my  learned  af- 
fociate  who  in  a  peremptory  manner,  ordered  the  devil  to  de- 
part out  of  the  body  of  a  true  believer,  and  a  branch  of  the 
holy  ftock ;  but,  feeing  that  the  command  had  no  effeft,  though 
conveyed  in  Arabic  and  a  vehement  tone  of  voice,  I  requefted 
to  interfere ;  and  lifting  the  incumbent  from  the  ground,  threw 
fome  water  on  his  face,  and  forcibly  poured  a  quantity  down  his 
throat.  The  Seid  foon  felt  the  natural  benefit  of  this  admini- 
ftration  ;  but  the  violence  of  the  (hock  created  a  temporary 
ftupefadlion,  during  which  he  uttered  fo  incoherent  a  language 
that  it  confirmed  the  opinion  that  a  demon  was  fpeaking,  and 
not  the  Tartar. 

Our  Logician  addreffed  the  infernal  perfonage  in  a  very  fpi* 
rited  harangue,  feverely  reprehending  his  entrance  into  the  body 
of  one  of  the  prophet*s  defendants,  and  challenging  him,  that 
the  cloven  foot  might  confpicuoufly  appear,  to  repeat  the  Ma- 
hometan creed.  To  this  teft  the  (battered  ftate  of  the  Scid  s 
fenfes  were  not  yet  equal  5  nor,  was  it  until  he  had  fmoaked  his 

pipe. 
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pipe,  that  he  diftinc^I;  ^  ^vltli  furrounrUng  applaufe,  pronounced 
his  creed  and  fliook  ofi'    '    diabolical  conp^^^i^^ii' 

On  the  23d,  at  Ghu.riiow  in  the  defart,  five  furfungs.  This 
evening  my  perfecuting  companion  left  our  party  and  proceeded 
with  fome  Hindoo  Traders  to  Fera,  an  Afghan  town  of  Ibme  note^ 
lying  about  forty  or  fifty  miles  to  the  fouth-weft  of  Drauze.  But, 
my  joy  at  this  riddance,  like  moft  joys  of  fublunary  texture^ 
was  of  fhort  duration  s  for  the  vacant  place  fell  to  the  lot  of 
a  much  more  obnoxious  afibciate. 

I  BEGIN  now  to  be  aftiamed  at  having  impoied  upon  you 
fb  large  a  portion  of  private  ftory  j  yet,  without  it,  I  perceive  my 
fubjed  would  be  as  barren  as  the  land  I  travel  over  $  which  ex-* 
hibits  to  the  fatigued  eye,  one  vaft  fteril  plain,  without  rivers, 
wood,  or  fcarcely  a  place  of  hupian  habitation.  Though  perfonal 
recitals  are  ufually  fufpeftcd  of  vanity,  and  even  in  their  beft  fenfc 
partake  more  of  the  amazing  than  the  inftrufiive  qualities,  you 
may  perhaps  gather  from  my  anecdotes,  fome  fubfidiary  knowledge 
of  the  human  character,  an  important  fubjeft,  and  not  lefs  va* 
rious  than  the  human  face.  My  next  afibciate  was  the  Arab 
taylor,  already  mentioned,  who  fucceeded  to  the  vacant  pannier 
by  the  affiftance  of  one  of  his  countrymen  in  our  paity,  a 
trader  of  fome  note.  A  converfation  held  when  I  was  thought 
afleep,  fome  nights  before,  between  the  logician  and  the  taylor; 
in  which  the  latter  was  Jftrenuoufly  exhorted  to  rob  me,  boded 
no  good  from  the  change;   and  this  counfcl  was  ftrengthened 

by 
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by  a  do6lrine,  very  prevalent  among  .w  tower  claiTes  of  Ma- 
hometans, that  it  is  meritorious  .and  lauvf:.ble  to  attack  the  pro- 
perty of  an  infidel.  Nor  was  the  advic^  loft  on  the  taylor,  who 
promifed  an  aftive  diligence  in  performing  the  required  fervice. 
Combining  therefore  the  intereft  of  the  world  with  that  of  his 
religion,  he  commenced  a  brilk  attack  on  my  chattels ;  but, 
which  at  that  time  my  vigilance  preferved.  His  fubfequent  at- 
tempts however  were  more  fuccefsfal,  as  were  feen  in  the  diminu- 
tion of  my  apparel. .'.  This  freebooting  fyftem  of  the  taylor's  kept 
me  in  conftant  alarm,  and  difplayed  every  day  in  ftronger  co- 
lours, the  ill  confequences  of  my  Chriftian  garb. 

On  the  24th,  at  Ghiraunee,  fix  furfungs.*  A  populous  walled 
village,  fituate  near  a  fmall  running  water.  Halted  there  the 
next  day  to  make  the  payment  of  a  toll,  and  purchafe  provifions 
for  a  three  days  journey  over  a  defert,  which  reaches  fronj  this 
place  to  the  confines  of  Khorafan.  My  Kafhmirian  fervant  was 
wholly  diverted  of  religious  fervor  or  a  religious  cloak.  For  he 
neither  prayed  nor  waflied ;  but,  was  much  addiftcd  to  theft ; 
and  while  the  taylor  purloined  my  cloths,  he  was  occupied  in 
ftealing  my  vidluals.  Yet  this  propenfity  was,  in  fome  degree,, 
compen fated  by  his  fervices,  which  found  aftive  employment  in 
bringing  water  and  fuel,  baking  cakes,  and  boiling  my  coffee. 

On  the  27th,  at  Khoos,  in  the  defart,  five  furfungs.    The  tay- 

lor's  payments  for  conveyance  not  being  regularly  made,  the  feat 

was  again  put  up  to  fale,  when  it  was   purchafed   by-  aii  Hin- 
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doftany  Mahometan,  who  had  left  hb  wife  and  family  at  Juan« 
pour,  in  the  diftrift  of  Bmares^  and  was  thus  far  advanced  on 
a  pilgrimage  to  Mufchid.  From  the  mouth  of  this  devotee,  who 
had  formerly  been  a  marauding  foldier,  there  ifTued  an  almoft 
incefTant  gaculation  of  prayer.  In  truth  it  may  be  faid,  that  he 
overflowed  in  holy  zeal,  for  he  prayed  and  cryed  in  a  fucceffivo 
rotation ;  what  an  extraordinary  chara£ter  would  this  be  thought 
in  a  country  where  its  inhabitants,  though  fliunning  no  peril 
or  fatigue  in  the  purfuit  of  wealth  and  pleafure,  will  fcarcely 
crofs  a  ftreet  to  look  into  a  Church.  The  various  precepts  of 
education  and  religion,  eftabliflitd  in  the  world,  but,  efpecially, 
the  different  orders  of  government,  produce  fo  ftrong  a  diflimi- 
larity  in  the  manners  oi  men^  that  in  inveftigating  tho(e  of  the 
moft  oppofite  tendency,  they  would  feem  to  aiife  from  beings  of 
a  diftind  fpecies. 

On  the  aStb^  at  Gimmuch,  feven  furfungs,  a  ftation  in  the 
defert. 

On  the  29th,  at  Ouckal,  a  large  walled  village,  ftanding 
within  the  limit  of  the  province  of  Khorafan,  and  inhabited  wholly 
by  Perfians.  It  is  proper  here  to  obferve,  that  the  natives  of  Per- 
fia  proper,  particularly  the  foldiery,  are  often  termed  at  home,  as 
in  foreign  countries,  Kuzzel  Bach ;  a  Turkifh  compound^  fignify* 
ing,  I  am  informed,  red  head,  and  originating  from  the  Perfiani 
cap,  being  covered  at  the  top  with  red  cloth. 

Ofi  the  30th,  a  halt. 

On 
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On  the  31  ft,  at  Sheerbiichfli,  a  defert  Nation,  fix  furfungs. 

On  the  ift  of  November,  at  Zearut  Ghah,  feven  furfungs.  A 
fmall  village,  on  the  (kirts  of  which  are  feen  the  remains  of  fome 
tombs  or  religious  ecUfices. 

On  the  and,  at  the  city  of  Herat,  three  furfungs.  The  road 
from  Kandahar  to  Gimmuch  leads' to  the  weft  or  weft  by  north ; 
from  thoice  to  Herat,  it  has  I  apprehend,  nearly  a  northern  courfe, 
yet  I  cannot  account  for  the  fudd^i  deviation  of  the  track.  The 
country  is  generally  open,  and  interfperfed  with  barren  rocky  hills 
of  a  moderate  height.  The  foil  is  light  and  fandy,  producing  na* 
turally  little  elfe  than  the  aromatic  weed  bdbre  noted. 

The  city  of  Herat  ftands  on  a  fpacwUs  plain,  which  b  inter* 
fe6ted  with  many  fprings  of  running  water,  ibme  of  which  are 
fupplied  with  bridges ;  and  the  numerous  villages  fnrrounded  with      / 
plantations,  muft  afford  a  pleafant  view  to  the  traveller,  whofe 
eye  has  been  wearied  with  the  deferts  of  Afghaniftan. 

The  dire6tor  of  the  kafilah  carried  us  to  the  karavan(erah» 
where  paflfengers  only  are  lodged ;  the  other  places  of  this  defcrip- 
tion^  being  all  occupied  by  reiident  traders.  In  this  fquare  of  the 
karavanfera,  I  perceived  an  Armeniaa,  whom  I  informed  with  little 
ceremony,  leaft  he  fhould  hear  a  lefs  favourable  ftory,  that  I 
was  an  European,  returning  from  India  into  my  own  country : 
but,  for  greater  perfonal  fecnrity,  I  had  affumed  the  name  of 
an  Armenian.  And  to  quiet  any  fufpicion  of  the  truth  of  my  re- 
lation, I  produced  a  letter,  which  the  Georgian,  B^^afir,  had  writ- 
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ten  in  my  favour  to  an  Armenian,  who  lived  in  a  village  about 
forty  miles;  from  Herat  My  addrefs  was  clofcd  by  obferving,  that 
though  not  in  want  of  money,  I  flood  in  great  need  of  his  friendly 
offices,  as  he  muft  be  well  aware  of  the  various  difficulties  afFeSiing 
thofe  of  our  fe6V,  efpecially  when  alone,  among  fo  bigotted  a  peo- 
ple as  thofe  of  Khorafan.  The  Armenian  heard  the  little  oration, 
which  all  my  powers  of  fpeech  had  pointed  at  him,  with  a  refolute 
coolnefs,  and  perceiving,  I  fuppofe,  that  my  acquaintance  would 
yield  no  profit,  he  turned  from  roe  and  went  away,  without  even 
cxprefling  the  common  terms  of  civility.  The  frequent  occafions 
which  have  cxcurred  to  me  of  noticing  the  Armenian  chara6Ver> 
foon  cooled  my  refentment,  and  enabled  me  to  reconcile  the  wari- 
nefs  and  apathy  of  this  man,  with  the  common  principles  which 
govern  his  fcdl. 

The  prefent  race  of  Armenians,  like  the  Jews,  are  with  little 
exception  occupied  in  commerce,  chiefly  in  its  fmallefl  branches^ 
and  having  long  loft  with  their  country  the  fpirit  of  patriotifm, 
diverted  alfo  of  any  valuable  attainments  of  knowledge,  they  ex- 
hibit but  a  faint  difcrimination  of  charadter  ;  being  generally  in* 
duftrious„  iervile  and  difhoneft;  they  are  fcattered  over  various 
parts  of  Turkey,  Pcrfia,  and  India,  where  except  in  the  Englifli 
colonies,  they  live  on  a  precarious  fufFcrance^  being  often  on  tri- 
vial pretences,  infulted,  opprefled  and  plundered^  To  palliate 
the  evih  inherent  to  their  fituation,  and  create  a  fubftitute  for 
powers,,  honors,,  and  national  importance,  they  purfue  the,  dif- 

ferent 
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ferent  roads  of  trafiick  with  unremitting  ardor,  and  invariably 
meafure  their  pleafures  by  the  mere  extent  of  their  wealth.  Little 
fufceptible  of  friendOiip,  they  are  rarely  induced  to  afford  even 
among  themfelves  mutual  affiftance,  or  difpofed  to  promote  the 
enjoyment  of  fociety  :  the  Armemians  at  this  day  are  divided  into 
two  general  claiTes;  the  one  the  mod  numerous,  eftablifhed  in 
the  TurkiQi  dominions  s  the  other  in  Perfia. 

The  city  of  Jolfa,  contiguous  to  Ifpahan,  was  expreflly 
founded  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Armenians,  by  Shah 
Abbas,  who  aware  of  the  benefits  that  would  accrue  to  his 
kingdom,  from  a  commercial  and  temperate  people,  gave  them 
an  ample  prote6):ion,  and  many  indulgencies.  He  permitted  them 
it  is  faid  to  accompany  their  adventures  to  foreign  countries, 
and  advanced  a  capital  to  tholie  not  already  opulent,  but  he  al* 
ways  kept  their  families  at  Jolfa  in  pledge  of  good  condu6):. 
The  Indian  Armenians  are  of  the  Jolfa  colony,  and  from  an 
aftual  refidence  in  that  city,  or  fprung  from  families  originally 
fettled  there,  are  all  converfant  in  the  Perfian  language.  The 
vicinity  of  the  Perfian  gulf,  which  has  long  maintained  an  im- 
portant trade  with  India,  naturally  allured  the  Armenians  to  a 
region,  which  at  once  held  out  to  them  the  hope  of  fpeedy  opu- 
lence, and  the  advantages  of  a  temperate  government.  Nor  did 
they  ever  think  of  returning  into  Perfia ;  but  having  amaikd  a 
fufficient  wealth,  purchafed  the  releafe  of  their  families,  on  the 
payment  of  large  funis. 

From 
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From  the  defcription  given  of  the  Armenian  character,  which 
I  am  not  confcious  of  having  in  the  leaft  overcharged,  you  will 
not  be  furprized  at  the  mode  in  which  I  was  received  by  my  bro* 
ther  Chriftian  at  Herat.  But  I  now  determined  to  Aide  into  the 
Mahometan  community,  on  the  firft  fair  occafion ;  feeing  that  with- 
out adding  one  benefit,  I  was  like  to  become  a  martyr  to  our 
faith.  In  all  parts  of  the  city  which  I  frequented,  I  was  known 
only  as  a  Mahometan,  except  in  the  karavanfera,  where  I  experienced 
unceafing  infult  and  derifion ;  for  the  Perfians  zScdi  a  gn  ater 
fcruple  in  communicating  with  thofe  of  a  different  religion,  than 
any  other  fe£t  of  Mahometans.  I  was  not  even  permitted  to 
draw  water  out  of  a  common  well,  but  ordered  to  place  my 
velTel  on  the^  ground,  which  was  filled,  by  a  peifon  hired  for 
the  purpofe,  from  a  height  and  not  touched.  When  I  have 
been  waiting  for  this  fupply,  the  town  boys  who  in  their  round 
of  diverfion,  would  occafionally  take  our  karavanfera  in  their 
way,  learning  that  I  was  an  impure  perfon,  ufed  to  form  a  cir- 
cle round  me,  and  defired  to  have  the  unclean  part  fhewn  to 
tliem,  and  feemed  much  difappointed,  on  being  told  that  I  was 
unclean  all  over.  My  journey  hitherto,  if  not  produftive  of 
other  advantage,  has  corrected  my  former  belief  of  Mahometan 
politenefs  and  fuavity  of  manners,  and  alfo  I  trufV,  qualified  that 
infolence  of  carriage,  which  I  have  too  frequently  evinced  to  the 
inhabitants  of  our  eaftern  territories. 

Could  one  of  our  Indian  grandees  in  the  fullnefs  of  hia 

power. 
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power^  (eated  in  a  palankeen,  perhaps  on  an  elephant,  furrounded 
with  thofe  bands  of  ftickmen  and  pikemen»  who  difperfe  every 
man  and  beaft  that  dares  to  crofs  his  way :  Could  this  perfon- 
age  be  tranfported  on  the  fudden  to  Herat,  how  fpecdily  would 
he  be  divefttd  of  his  plumes,  and  reduced  to  his  fimple  value. 
Whenever  I  quitted  the  purlieus  of  my  lodging,  I  became  a 
grave  hypocrital  Muflulman,  with  the  enjoyment  of  all  his  pri- 
vileges ;  and  the  city  containing  a  various  deicription  of  people, 
there  was  little  apprehenfion  of  a  difcovery.  I  daily  frequented 
the  eating-houfes,  where  all  the  talk  of  the  day  is  circulated, 
and  chiefly  fabricated,  in  conjunction  with  the  barber's  fhop^ 
which  in  Herat,  has  a  neat  appearance.  In  the  centre  of  it 
ftands  a  fmall  (lone  pillar,  on  the  top  of  which  is  placed  a  cup 
of  water,  in  readinefs  for  operation,  and  the  fides  of  the  (hop 
are  decorated  with  looking  glafTes,  razors,  and  beard  combs. 
Home  having  no  pleafures  for  me,  I  was  glad  to  feek  them  abroad; 
nor  did  I  fail  in  procuring  equal  amufement  and  information. 
Neither  Afghaniftan  or  the  northern  provinces  of  Pei  fia,  permit 
the  refidcnce  of  courtezans,  or  any  women  that  dance  or  fing 
for  the  public  entertainment.  The  northern  Pcrfians  afFe£l  to 
exprefs  an  abhorrence  of  the  Indian  Mahometans,  whom  they 
reprobate  for  a  general  depravity  of  manners,  and  a  negleft  of 
religious  duties,  yet  this  temperate  and  demure  people  arc  much 
defamed,  if  under  thdr  myfterious  carriage  of  body,  they  do  not 
praftice  in  their  different  vocations,  every  fpecieji  of  deceit  and 

knavery. 
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knavery.  In  India,  it  is  a  well  known  faft,  that  the  Moguls, 
a  denomination  given  there  to  all  foreign  Mahometans,  throw 
off  their  northern  cloke,  and  becoming  notorious  debauchees, 
laugh  to  fcorn  the  precepts  of  their  doftors. 

Herat  is  a  fmaller  city  than  Kandahar,  but  maintains  a 
refpedable  trade  s  and  the  market-place  occupying  a  long  ftreet, 
covered  with  an  arched  roof,  is  filled  with  (hops  of  various 
wares.  Bread,  rice,  and  flefti  meats,  with  numerous  fruits  and  ve- 
getables, are  equally  cheap  and  abundant  5  and  the  grand  market, 
held  once  a  week,  is  fo  crouded  with  the  produce  of  the  neigh- 
bouring villages,  that  a  paflage  through  it  is  difficult  and  fati- 
guing, Coarfe  woollens  of  a  flrong  texture  are  manufa£tured  in 
the  adjacent  diftridls,  a  great  part  of  which  made  into  garments, 
are  exported  into  various  parts  of  northern  Perfia  ;  furtouts  of 
flieeplkin  with  the  wool  in  the  in  fide,  arc  feen  hanging  at  al- 
nioft  every  fliop,  and  are  ufcd  by  all  claflTes  of  people  in  the 
winter  feafon.  A  fmall  quantity  of  European  commodities  is 
brought  to  this  city  from  the  gulf  of  Perfia,  confifting  of  French 
broad  cloths,  cutlery,  fmall  looking  glafifes,  and  prints ;  but  their 
low  prices  fhew  that  the  demand  is  very  limited.  The  police  of 
Herat  is  judicioufly  regulated,  and  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  vi- 
gorous. Two  men,  apparently  above  the  ordinary  clafs,  having 
been  convifted  of  theft,  were  fufpended  by  the  heels  from  a  dome, 
which  ftands  in  the  centre  of  the  market,  where  they  remained 
near  an  hour,  to  the  terror  of  a  gazing  populace}  having  wit- 

neflcd 
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neflcd  a  part  of  this  exhibition,  I  returned  to  my  lodging  with 
the  interefted  belief  that  my  property,  which  was  all  in  fpecie, 
concealed  about  my  perfon,  had  derived  from  it  an  additional 
fecurity.. 

On  exchanging  fome  gold  at  this  place,  I  found  the  rate 
more  favourable  than  at  Kandahar  or  Kabul  ^  yet  ftill  one  in 
fixteen  lefs  than  the  Indian  value.  Though  I  was  unremittingly 
cautious  in  concealing  my  money,  knowing  that  a  difcovery 
would  bring  an  hoft  of  enemies  on  ray  head,  one  of  my  tra- 
veiling  acquaintances,  fuddenly  opened  the  door  of  my  apart- 
ment at  Herat,  a  very  unufual  pra£lice  among  Afiatics,  and 
found  me  examining  the  ftate  of  my  finances.  At  the  .fight  o( 
the  gold  fpread  on  the  floor,  he  was  ftruck  with  furprize,  and 
exprelfed  an  eager  curiofity  to  know  the  occupation,  that  had 
procured  me  fo  much  wealth.  But  either  my  fpeedy  departure 
from  Herat,  or  a  more  than  ordinary  honefty  in  the  Perfian, 
prevented  the  ill  confequence  which  1  had  apprehended  from  the 
imprompt  vifit, 

Khorasan,*  the  moft  eaftern  the  largeft,  as  well  as  the  moft 
important  province  of  Perfia,  participated  the  various  and  kvcvQ 
revolutions  which  afFefted  the  ftate  of  the  kingdom,  from  the 
diffblution  of  the  Grecian  dynafty,  until  the  end  of  the  ninth 
century,   when  it  was  involved  in  the  Tartar  dominion  of  the 

*  Khor  in  the  ancient  Perfic,  it  is  Jkid,  fignines  the  lafl:. — Sir  WiUiarn  Jones. 

Vol.  IL  Q^  Sammani 
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Sammani  race  j  and  in  the  beginning  of  the  lixtcenth  century^ 
after  having  experienced  a  fucceflion  of  Tartar  and  Arabian  ru-- 
lers,  it  was  annexed  to  Perfia  by  Ifmael,  fimamed  Sofi,  from 
^  whom  the  appellation  of  Sofi  has  been  given  in  Europe  to  the 
Perfian  kings. 

Herat  had  continued  the  principal  city  of  Khorafan,  until 
the  facceflion  of  Ifmael,  who  beftowed  the  pre-eminence  on 
Mufchid,  from  its  containing  the  tomb  of  Moozau  Reza,  his 
fuppofed  anceftor,  and  one  of  the  twelve  grand  Iniaums  or  ^riefts 
of  the  Perfians.  Since  Mufchid  became  the  capital  of  Khora^ 
fan,  it  has  been  enriched  by  large  donations  of  the  Mahometans 
of  the  fe£t  oi  Ali»  generally  known  by  the  name  of  Schiahs, 
Even  Nadir  Shah»  the  lead  difpofed  of  the  Perfian  kings  to  ec« 
defiaflical  endowments,  ornamejited  a  mofque^  which  had  been 
^  built  over  the  tomb  of  Moozau  Reza,  with  a  malTy  cabinet  of 
filver  and  a  fpacious  lamp  of  the  fame  metaL 

The  religion  of  the  koran  had  exifled  throughout  the  vail 
Mahometan  empire,  for  the  fpace  of  nine  hundred  years  with- 
out any  eflential  change,  when  it  experienced  a  fevere  Mow  from 
the  intrepidity  of  Ifmael  and  rapid  fuccefs  of  bis  arms.  In  the 
courfe  of  the  firfl  periods  of  Mahometanifm,  four  Arabian  doc- 
tors, Maleky  Ambel,  Hanneifa  and  Shaffee,  made  commentaries 
on  the  original  text,  which  were  adopted  by  fefts,  now  fcverally 
diflinguifhed  by  the  names  of  commentators.  But  thefe  explana- 
tions do  not  appear  to  have  militated  with  much  force  againft 

the 
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the  firft  fyftem,  or  created  any  violent  feuds  among  the  different 
ie^aries. 

As  the  grand  innovation  of  the  Mahometan  religion  was  ef« 
fe6ted  in  Periia,  and  chiefly  exifts  in  that  region,  I  am  induced 
to  make  a  brief  chronological  review  of  fome  of  its  more  im- 
portant epochs^  previoufly  to  this  event.  It  is  ieen  that  the 
Tartar  Arfdces,  having  expelled  the  princes  who  fucceeded  to  the 
cooqueft  of  Alexander,  eftablifhed  a  dynafty,  which  fiourifhed 
for  the  fpace  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  years,  and  which  in  the 
two  hundred  and  twenty  fixth  year  of  the  Cbriftian  sera  was 
extinguifhedy  in  the  perfon  of  Artabanes,  by  Ardefhere,^  the 
Artaxerxes  of  the  Greeks,  faid  tp  to  have  been  defcended  from 
the  ancient  race  of  Perfian  kings« 

Should  it  be  found,  which  I  am  induced  to  believe,  that 
the  Perfians  and  the  Parthians  are  a  diftinft  people,  it  h  not 
improbable  that  the  nations  which  ancient  hiftory  denominates 
Parthians,  were  compofed  g£  the  Tartars  of  the  Arfadan  dy-« 
tiafty,  which  held  a  long  pofleffion  of  Perfia,  and  maintained 
fuch  fierce  confli£ts  with,  the  Roman  empire.  The  dexterity  of 
the  archers,  which  conftituted  the  ftrength  of  the  Parthian  ca- 
valry, and  an  excurfive  rapid  manner  of  fighting,  which  was 
reprefented  as  moft  formidable  when  they  appeared  to  fly  from 


*  The  ruccelfors  of  this  prince  were  denominated  Sadanides,  from  SafTan  the  fa- 
ther of  Arde£here« 


<U  battle, 
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battle,  corrcfponds  dofely  with  the  military  praftice  of  the  mo- 
dern Tartars ;  in  contradifliiidion  to  the  other  nations  of  nor* 
thern  Afia.  '^ 

The  Arabians  carried  their  conquefts  and  their  religion  into 
Perfia,  in  fix  hundred  and  fifty  one  of  our  aera^  from  which 
time  it  remained  fubje6t  to  tht  khaliphat,  until  the  middle  of 
the  eleventh  century,  when  it  was  overrun  and  fubdued  by 
Jogrul  Beg,  a  Turkoman  prince  of  the  Seljukian*  race.  The 
jfucceffors  of  Jogrul,  continued'  to  govern  certain  quarters  of 
Perfia  in  the  year  1187,  when  'the  laft  prince  of  that  race  was 
conquered  by  Amalek  Dinar,  ^ho  in  his  turn  fell  under  the 
power  of  Jakaih,  the  Turcoman  prince  of  Kharafm.  But  in 
1218  of  our  asra,  the  Kharafmian  empire,  the  Arabian  khalifat 
with  the  grandefl:  portion  of  the  eaftem  world  were  fwallowed 
up  in  the  power  of  Jenjis  Khan^  whofe  pofterity  held  poffef- 
iion  of  Perfia,  for  the  fpace  of  one  hundred  and  feventy-foui: 
years,  though  ultimately  rent  into  finall  principalities  by  a  feries 
of  inteftine  wars.  It  became  after  that  period,  an  appendage  to 
the  dominion  of  Timur,  and  appears  to  have  acknowledged  in 
feparate  governments,  a  general  dependance  on  certain  branches 
of  his  family,  until  the  year  1499,  when  Ifmael  Sofi,  taking  up 

*  So  named  from  Seljuk  his  grandHrCi  who  occupied  a  private  fiation  in  the  vici- 
liiiy  of  Samarkand,,  where  he  held  large  landed  poiTeilions. 

arm§. 
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arms  again  ft  the  Tartar  princes,   rofe  by   a  quick  fucceflion  of 
viftory,  and  affumcd  the  undivided  throne  of  Perfia.    . 

It  is  fecn  in  Knoiles^'s  very  eftimable  hiftory  of  the  Turks, 
that  Ifraad  was  the  fon  of  Hyder,  furnamed  from  the  place  of 
his  birth,  or  the  refidence  of  his  youth,  Ardebil,  and  that  he 
was  honourably  defcendcd*  Retiring  from  the  occupations  of 
the  world,  Hyder  fixed  his  abode  in  the  city  of  Tauris,  where 
he  paiTed  an  auftere  contemplative  life,  and  was  held  by  th^ 
inhabitants  of  that  quarter  in  great  veneration.  The  fame  of 
his  charader,  foon  procured  him  the  name  of  a  prophet, 
and  caufed  multitudes  of  people  to  refort  to  him  from  all  parts 
of  Perfia  and  Armenia.  The  more  to  fcduce  the  multitude,  ever 
delighted  with  novelty,  he  began  to  inveigh  againft  the  do6lrine 
of  the  Mahometans,  which  enjoins  a  facred  remembrance  of 
the  three*  firft  fucccflbrs  of  their  prophet,  and  to  revive  the 
opinions  of  a  certain  preceding  dervifh  named  Guini,  who  was 
known  alfo  by  the  defignation  of  Soft.  He  afferted  as  if  in- 
ipired  from  above,  that  none  fliould  enter  the  kingdom  of  hea- 
ven, hut  thofe  of  the  feft  of  All,  who  was  the  genuine  heir 
and  affociate  of  Mahomet;  and  ordained,  that  the  memory  of 
Abubucker,  Omar,  and  Ofman  fhould  •  be  held  accurfed.  The 
king  of  Perfia,.  whom  Knolles  calls  Aflymbeius  Ulan  CaflaneSjf 

to 


*  Abubucker,  Omar,,  anj  Ofman. 

t  It  is  ferioufly  regretted  that  the  Greek  and  Roman  writers,  as  alfo  many  of  the 

moderns^ 
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to  ftrengihen  his  government  and  acquire  popularity,  invited 
Hydcr  to  courts  |fnd  gave  him  his  daughter  in  marriage,  from 
which  fprung  Ifmael.  Being  now  brought  forward  on  a  more 
confpicuous  theatre  j  Hyder  grew  into  the  general  eftimation  of 
the  people,  which  alarming  the  fears  of  Jacoob  the  fon  of  Huf- 
fan,  who  had  fucceeded  to  the  kingdom,  he  fecretly  put  him  to 
death. 

IsMAEi.  flying  from  the  power  of  Jacoob,  took  refuge  with 
the  chief  of  a  fmall  territory,  on  the  fouthem  bor4ers  of  the 
Cafpian  fea,  named  Pyrchales.*  Some  of  the  friends  of  Hy- 
der retired  at  the  fame  time  into  leffer  Armenia,  then  fubjeft 
to  the  Turks,  where  they  promulgated  their  doctrine  with 
fuccefs.  Their  dilciples  were  difttnguifhed  by  a  red  band  tyed 
over  the  turban,  whence  it  is  faid  they  firft  obtained  the  ap- 
pellation of  KuiTel  Bafh,  which  in  the  Turkifh  language,  as 
has    been   already  noticed,    fignifies  red  head.     Ifmael  during 

moderns,  have  not  delivered  to  us  the  literal  names  of  men  and  places,  which  occur  in 
their  hiftory  of  foreign  nations.  This  want  of  accuracy^  or  rather  the  impulfe  of  an 
abfurd  vanity,  has  involved  the  European  hiftories  of  Afia,  in  a  maze  of  oUcurity  ; 
thofe  efpecially  which  reprcTented  the  feries  of  warfare  maintained  againft  P^a  by  the 
ftates  of  Greece,  and  dtima^ely  the  conqueft  of  that  empire  by  Alexander  of  Macedon. 
The  name  given  by  Knolles  to  the  Perfian  king,  taken  from  fome  latin  records,  is  evi- 
dently a  mifaomer,  as  no  fuch  denomination  is  now  in  ufe  among  the  Mahometans,  aad 
we  know  that  no  change  has  afFe6led  their  names,  fince  the  firft  eftablifhment  of  the 
khaliphat.  His  regal  title,  being  a  Tartar,  might  ha^e  been  Azim  Beg,  flgnifying  a 
great  lord  or  prince,  and  his  domeftic  appellation,  Huflan  Caifim. 
*  So  exprefled  by  Knolles. 

his 
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his  retirement  advanted.  with  zeal,  the  tenets  of  his  father,  and 
being  by  nature  confpicuoufly  eloquent,  of  a  ^  penetrating  ge-» 
nius  and  auffere  life,  of  a  comely  perfoii  and  invincible  courage, 
was  by  the  vulgar,  counted  more  than  human.  The  nobles  of 
the  neighbouring  country,  allured  by  the  endowments  of  Ifmael,, 
and  the  fpecious  novelty  of  his  do6trine,  reforted  to  his  place 
of  abode,  with  offers  of  fupport  j  and,  though  feeming  to  (hull 
them,  he  was  invefted  with  authority,  honors  and  wealth.  In 
token  of  his  rare  qualifications  and  a  belief  in  his  power  of 
prophecy,  Ifmael  received  the  title  of  Sofi,  *'  which,  faith  KnoUes'* 
iignifyeth  among  thefe  people,  a  wife  man,  or  the  interpreter  of 
the  Gods."*  .  ^ 

The  death  of  Jacoob,  which  mufl:  have  happened  at  an  early 
period  of  his  reign,  and  the  tumults  that  enfued  in  Perfia,  then 
ufurped  by  one  Elvan  Beg,  who  was  alfo  engaged  in  a  warfare 
with  his  brother,  named  Morad,  encouraged  Ifmael  to  urge  his 
fortune  on  fo  promifing  a  field.  Obtaining  fome  military  aid 
from  Pyrchales,  his  firfl  protestor,  he  penetrated  into  Armenia^ 
where  he  recovered  the  patrimony  of  his  family,  and  was  cor- 
dially received  by  thofe  who  had  favored  his  father.  Purfuing 
his  fuccefs  he  penetrated  into  Shirvan,  he  took  and  facked  Shah 
Machee,  the  capital  of  the  province,  by  the  plunder  of  which 

*  This  word  I  apprehend  is  purely  of  Greek  origin  >  the  Mahometans  had  at  this 
period,  been  long  converfant  in  Greek  letters. 

he 
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he  largely  increafed  the  numbers  and  hopes  of  his  army. 
Elvan  Beg  had  now  expelled  Morad,  and  was  bufied  in  pu- 
nifhing  fome  of  the  principal  citizens  of  Tauris,  the  capital 
of  the  kingdom,  for  having  taken  up  arms  in  favor  of  his 
brother,  when  Ifmael  fuddenly  approaching  the  city,  took  it 
without  oppofition.  Elvan  deprived  of  other  fupport,  formed 
an  alliance  with  his  brother,  but  in  his  prc^refs  to  form  a  junc- 
tion with  the  army  of  Morad,  he  was  vigoroufly  attacked  by 
Ifmael,  and  flain  in  battle ;  the  conqueror  marched  without  de- 
lay againft  Morad,  who  was  emcamped  at  Babylon,  and  com- 
pelled him  to  fly  into  the  Arabian  defert:*  he  rofe  without  a 
competitor  to  the  throne  of  Perfia.-f- 

IsMAEL  is  perhaps  the  firft  prince,  who  at  once  conquered 
a  fpacious  kingdom  and  the  religious  prejudices  of  its  people. 
Nor  does  it  appear  that  any  of  thofe  violent  commotions  were  ex- 
cited, which  ufually  mark  the  progrefs  of  eoclefiaftical  reformation. 
The  fyftem  of  Hyder  and  Ifmael,  was  founded  on  the  pofition 
that  Mahomet  had  given  his  daughter  Fatima  to  Ali,  as  a  mark 
of  the  greateft  affeftion,  and  bequeathed  to  him  the  fucceffion 
of  the  khaliphart.  But,  that  in  defiance  of  this  facred  tcjflament, 
Abubucker,  one  of  the  affbciated  friends  of  Mahomet,  fetting 
afide  the  claims  of  Ali,  had  affumed  the  powers  of  government, 

*  Where  he  was  cut  off  by  domeftic  treaehery. 
f  Ifmael's  acceiGon  happened  about  the  year  1 508, 

»'  which 
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Which  at  his  death,  were  alfo  forcibly  held  in  a  confequent  ad« 
rniniftration  by  Omar  and  Ofman.  But,  that  the  injuries  of 
Alt,  having  ultimately  roufed  the  divine  interpofition,  he  became 
the  ruler  of  the  MufTulmans.*  This  do6lrine  being  unani* 
lAoufly  recdvedy  Ifmael  ordained,  that  as  the  three  firft  kha« 
Ifphs  were  ufurpers  and  iacrilegious  violators  of  the  laft  mandate 
of  their  prophet,  their  memory  Should,  at  the  five  dated  times 
of  prayer,  be  reprobated  with  every  expreflion  of  contumely, 
Bnd^  the  feivereft  vengeance  of  God  denounced  againft  them. 
He  alfo  inferted  at  the  conclufion  of  the  Mahometan  creed, 
that  Ali  is  the  friend  or  the  beloved  of  God,  and  direfled  that 
he  and  his  jpofterity  thould  be  diftitiguifhed  by  appellation  of 
imaums,  or  holy  men.f-  In  contradiftin£tion  to  the  Soonis,  who 
in  their  prayers  crofs  the  hands  on  the  lower  part  of  the  breaft, 
the  Schiahs  drop  their  arms  in  ftraight  lines  s  and  as  the  Soonis  at 

*  In  commemoration  of  the  four  firft  facceflbrs  of  Mahomet,  who  were  alio  liis 
confidential  aflbciates,  and  by  their  enthufiaftic  courage,  had  been  his  grand  inftru* 
ments  in  aggrandizing  the  khaliphat,  the  general  body  of  Mahometans,  except  the 
Perfians,  are  often  termed  Char  Yaree,  or  thofe  of  the  four  friends*  They  are  Ukewife 
called  Soonis,  an  Arabic  word,  fignifying  the  followers  of  the  right  path. 

t  The  real  number  confifts  of  eleven  perfons,  to  which  a  twelfth,  fuppofed  yet  to 
tronoe,  has  been  added ;  their  names  are  Ali,  Huffin  and  Hufleyn,  his  Tons,  Zyne^uU 
Abedein,  Mahomet  Baulcur,  Jaffier  Sadue^  Moufa  ICazim,  AH  Moufa  Bela,  Mahomet 
Tuckee,  Ali  Nughee,  Huflin  Atifcany  and  Mahomet  Mhedy.  The  titles  beftowed 
ufually  on  Ali  are,  Ameer-ul-Momencin,  Mortiz  Ali  and  Hyder.  This  laft  denomi*. 
nations  fignifying  a  lion,  is  particularly  given  to  Ali,  when  his  military  exploits  are  re- 
hearfed.  But  when  the  profoundeft  refpeS  is  exprefled  for  his  memory,  he  is  entitled 
Ameer-ul-Momenein,  or  lord  of  the  faithful. 

Vol.  11.  R  certain 
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certain  periods  of  the  prayer*  prefs  their  forehead  on  the  ground 
or  a  cai'pet,  the  fectaries  of  All  lay  on  the  fpot  which  the  bead 
reaches,  a  fmall  tile  of  white  clay,  iroprefled  with  chara^ters.iacred 
to  the  memojy  of  Ali. 

Some  claflies  of  the  Schidhi»  believe  that  Ali  was  ait  incarna^ 
tion  of  the  deity,  who  perceiving  they  iky,  the  mtfilon  which  had 
been  delegated  on  Mahonjet  to  be  incompldte^  aflbmed  the  perI<Mi 
of  this  khaliph,  fpr.  the  purpofe  of  fixing  the  Mofletp  fakk  and 
power  on  a  firmer  bafis.  The  Schudn  have  imbibed  (Irofigieli^ 
gious  prejudices,  are  more  infiamed  with  the  zeal  of  devotion,  aftd 
confequently  lels  tolerant  to  the  other  &&9  than  tbe  Soonis.  .  In 
Perlia,  they  do  not  permit  a  Sooni  to  eat  at  tb^ir  botfrd,  and  in 
common  langnsge,  without  provocation  pr  heat  of  temper,  they 
call  him  an  infidel.  But  in  what  light,  dear  Sir,  will  you  view  a 
mimerous  and  a  civilized  people,  who  have  produced  writings  that 
would  exalt  the  name  of  the  moft  polifhed  nations,  yet  in  folemn . 
ddiberate  expreffion,  imprecate  God*s  wrath  five  times  a  day,  on 
the  fouls  and  aflies  of  three  men  who  never  did  them  an  injury, 
and  who  in  ^eir  day,  advanced  the  empire  of  Mahomet  to  a  high 
pitch  of  glory  and  power.  Not  appeafed  with  uttering  the  keenefl 
reproaches  againit  the  memory  of  theie  khaliphs,  they  pour  a  tor-* 
rent  of  abufe  on  every  branch  of  their  families,  male  and  female, 
lower  even  than  the  feventh  generation.  I  have  feen  their  imagine 
tion  tortured  with  inventing  terms  of  reproach  on  thefe  men  and 
their  pofterity,  and  commit  veirbally  every  a^  «f  lewdneis  with 

their 
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their  wWtfB,  ikught*5,",atfd  the  prageny  down  to  the  prefent  day. 
*rhe  So€mi%; -though  6wat4s  df-this  unvaried  ceremony  of  execrating 
the  memoiy  t4  men^  'Whdd  they  bave  been  long-  taught  to  hold  id 
reverence,  and  that  they  themfdves  att  ftigmatized  as  infidels,  do 
not  ^eVeh,  when  fully  fcriip{>vvd:ed>  intertiperately  ttkUt  thispcrfe- 
tStirtg'i'pil'it  ofthePerftafM.     -■■  "    i  '   •    - 

»'"'  In  the  ^viiion  of  Khorafiini  fubje^  to  the  Afghafe- empire, 
the  PtrfiitBi  enj^&y- a  >feir -portioni'of  civil  and  religious-  liberty^ 
hud.  are''  rarely  Weafc*  i^4th^  inftflb:'  -  .  -  J  *  ;  -  -  -  •- 
' '  «M>n6*ibifig  the  «iote'!ibetaKbJrfh!ori»  of  the  SocKis,  'in  the 
praftice  wf^lheir  ifeli^on,  I  am  brought  td^  the  recb^e^ion  of 
an  occurrence,  which  places' tlus  !faft'2n'^  coiilpkuous  point  of 

''  'AN-Afinertkti-nA^ehan^  frdnft  Ifpaheiv  aocompanying  ^n  adw 
kihtiite  ef  fatat  ¥dlu<' .came  <to  '^e  •  karavanfera  in  -iUbut} 
•^her*'*^!  loagedv  iWfcl  thdtegh  five  iif  his  countrymfti  -werti  on 
MJUt  tpoii'iha  ether  i«(ldi«it^ tfeiVig  jtv«^  M^hotaiemnsandHltv. 
doos,  not  one  of  them  advanced  tb  g^Vitf  Mlftt  wdbome'  <ff  an  off«r 
of  affilhiifter  dticl  td  bugmett  hii  cdAattViflhent,  ^1  'the  xpart- 
tfltfttl^^f  thi  fet^Udci  wees  oOMpIed.  -  Inr  thW,^dic^m<Ht  fXKi^ 
th«  Acnfficnnalh,  Hfld'-he  mttft  hiave  4tiirt^  iil  ihe  (ktest^  M  not 'a 
Turk  invited  this  forlorn  Chriftian  into  his  own  apartment; 
and  he  fed  him  alfo  at  his  oWh  b.6ard.  One,ofythc  Armenia^ 
tribff^  ^hir  fome  days,  taking  ibaine/'ptrlnrps^«ii.tiie;'M«ho^ 
met^h'^  cxampfe/^'or  'ixpeftin^  fome*  advantage' from  ^ftie'cargofe 
.'      ..-n  Ra  of 
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of  his  countryman,  tendered  him  a  part  of  iii$ .  habltatioiii 
which  the  ftranger  at  firft  refufed;  nor  did  he  accept' the  inn<* 
tation,  until  ferioufly  admonijQied  of  the.  cringe  ^  forming  ia 
clofe  a  connection  with  an  infideL 

It  is  now  time  to  revert  to  my  own  ftory,  aqd  tnforod 
you,  that  it  had  been  my  firft  intention  to  have  proceeded  ffoca 
Herat  to  Refhd,  the  principal  town  of  the  Ghilan  jH-ovince, 
which  Kes  a  few. miles  ioland  from  Inzdlee,  9  Ruffian  fai£tor)r 
on  the  border  of  the  Cafpian  (ea; :;  It  \%  z  computed  journey  o£ 
ieventy  days,  of  about  twen^.  opil^  eachi,  ^om  tlua:cii|r  to 
Re(hd>^  bi^t  the  road  which  leacte  through  ^  lefler  Irak,*f*  has 
a  deviating  courfe  from  the  dircdt  line« 

Being  informed  by  the  Armenians  of  Herat,  that  Ruiliaa 
vtflels  navigate  along  the  coaft  of  MftMtildfiraiit  tQ  whkh  & 
itraight  track  lay  from  hence,  though  not  much  frequented 
from  bdng  fubje^i:  to  the  depr^^datioQ  of  the,  Turcoman  Tartar»> 
I  was  refolved  to  purfue  this  route^  at  once  dire6t  and  wholly 
unknown  to  European  travellers* 

A  KAPiLAH  being  about  to  proceed  to  TuHhkbj  a  towtt 
lying  in  the  diredion  of  Mazanderan^  I  made  an  agreement 
with  the  director  for  a  conveyance  i  but  with  a  confidential 

*  From  Herat  to  the  town  of  Jubbus^  a  route  of  fifteen  daj%  thence  to  Yer4 
twentv-Sve^  to  Ca(han  teo^  and'a  fifteen  days  journey  to  Refhd« 

f  Thereare  two  provinces  of  Irak^  the  kfler  and  greater}  the  latter,  termed 
Irak  AzeeO)  of  vrtiich  Bagdat  is  the  capital^  chiefly  dej^nds  on  Turki(h  and  Arabian 
emsis« 

ftipulation^ 
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ftjpulatiOD^  that  I  was  to  be  received  in  a  Mahometan  cha^ 
ra6ler ;  and  the  better,  to  guard  againft  9  diicavery  of  my  per- 
fon,  I  took  the  naoie  g^  an  Arab^  a  people  little  known  in  this 
part  of  Perfia»  and  the  knowledge  of  \yhofe  language  is  confined 
only  to  fopne  of  the  more  learned  priefts^ 

So  MB  days  before  my  departure  from  Herat»  an  Afghan  Seid 
came  into  my  apartnlent^  and  perceiving  in  the  courfe  of  convert 
fatioQr  that  I  was  a  Chriftan^,  he  exclaimed  with  icnfible  emotions 
of  joy,  that  he  had  now  obtained  a  favorable  opportunity  of  re^ 
veogjng  the  grievous  injujrles  foftained  by  many  of  his  holy  ancef* 
tors  at  th«  hands  of  infidels,  and  that  unlefs  I  paid  a  fine  of  five 
hundred  rupees/  I  muft  repjeat  the  creed  of  Mahomet  and  be 
eircumdfed/  Pretending  an  ignorance  of  the  purpoie  of  this  de* 
niand»  I  carried  the  feid^  with  a  miichievous  intention  I  confefs^ 
to  the.  next  <}uarter»  where  the  Armenian  corps,  four  in  number^ 
were  then  aflenpbled,  and  requefted  the  principal  of  them,  who 
fpoke  the  Peifian  language  with  fluency,  to  explain  the  fubftance 
of  the  feid^s  demand ;  and  this  was  precifely  the  point  to  which  I 
wanted  to  reduce  the  queftion.  When  the  hungry  Afghan  per^ 
ceived^  that  inftead  of  one  Chri(Han  he  had  found  five^  his  exul- 
tation had  no  bounds.  He  fwore  by  his  beai^,  that  we  (hould  aU 
incur  the  fine  or  circumcifion«    Oh  1  what  a  glorious  fight^  cried 


*  Such  pecuniary  aflTeflriDcnt  is  termed  Jayzeab,  tn^  is  occaGonally  levied  in  Mac 
kometsui  countrieH  on  thofe  who  do  not  profcfs  the  £uth  of  Mahotnet*. 


he^ 
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hc'VIlf  ^^'difpiayoa  to  dur  prophet,  when  thcfe  hardeocd  infidcb; 
rehouhcing"  tbdf  Hertsfy  dnd  impurities,  Ihall  become  a  portioa  of 
the  faithful  r  what  a  triumph  to  our  holy  religion !  Thoexpe-J 
dftnt  which  I  had  adopted,  though  not  a  fair,  was  for  me  a  for^ 
tunate  one  ;  as  the  controverfy,  which  became  fenotts,  wa4  now 
more  equal.  The  fetd  called  loudly  on  the  Mahometans  in  the 
name  of  the  prophet,  to  aflift  in  compelPing  the  enemies  of  fafa 
religion  either  to  embrace  it,  or  by  adminiftra^g  to  tht  waMs^  of 
his  tkfcendants,  contribute  to  its  fupport  j  the  t^erfian  refidftnts  of 
tW  karavanfera  endeavoured  to  afltiage  the  Afghan's  iftteibptrai^oti 
but  they  quickly  withdrew  all  interporiti<m«  on  bang  told  that 
ihe  toleration  of'  their  doctrine  was  a  gftater'in<td|g«n^>  'than 
the  maintenance  of  their  •  execrable  tenets  dtfeflredi  The  idid 
fxperkn^n^g  however  more  Obftinate  reliftanoe  f^om  the  6hril^ 
tians  thari  he^had  ex|)ei£bed,  it  was  evidently  fefen;  thithowevfef  ar-^ 
flent  might  have  been  His  zdalfpr  the  advancement  (tf  felijgioni:  he 
Was  not  thelefs  mindiul  of  his  temporal  ivelfa^ «  arid  ^tftnkting 
Kimfelf,  after  dU^laying  great  powers  In  .^is  holy 'war,  to  W 
^otihed  by -the  fupt^iant  infi!(lels,  he  vi^thd^eW' his  threats  Ibr  a 
triftihg  fum  ■  of  riioney ;  far  diliwfoportioned  ^o  tho  firft-  •  demand*. 
And  here  Imuil  obferve,  that  when  }  Taw  the  re^kiteatidjudi^ 
cious  manner  in  whichthe  principal  Armenidn-<!ondu6ted'his'<har« 
of  the  conflift,  I  felt  a  compunction  for  having  involved  him  in 

to  ferious  an  embarjaflTment. 

..-.•.,      i 

At  Herat  I  found,  in  two  karavanferas,  abouf  one  hundred 

Hindoo 
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Htfidoo  merchants,  chiefly  natives  of  Moultan,  who  by  the  main- 
tenance  of  a  brifk  commerce,  and  extending  a  long  chain  of 
credit,  have  become  valuable  fabjcfts  to  the  government  >  but  dif- 
couraged  by  the  infolent  and  often  oppreffivc  treatment  of  the  Per- 
fians,  tb^  are  rarely  induced  to  bring  th«ir  women  into  this 
country.  When  the  Hindoos  crofs  the  Attock,  they  ufually  put 
on  the  drefs  of  a  northern  Afiatic ;  being  feldom  feen  without  a 
lo^g  cloth  coat  and  a  high  cap.  Scnne  Jewifb  traders  refide  alio  at 
Herat,  where  they  are  accufed  of  pra£tifing  ail  thai  fyHein  of  chi- 
cane, to  which  their  tribe  is  fo  notorioufly  addi£ied  in  the  wefterii 
world.  Being  habituated  to  the  manners  of  upper  Afia;  and  con- 
ver£uit  in  moft  of  its  hdguages^  the  Jews  and  Armenians  mix 
with  little  peribi^I  inconveniency  in  Mahometan  ibcieties. 

The  leading  cuftoms  of  the  various  nations  of  Afia  are  fi« 
milar,  cor  but  weakly  diverfiiied.  When  they  fiit^  the  legs  art 
troflfed^^or  bent  under  them;  they  perform  topical  ablutions  be^ 
fyn  and  after  meals,  at  which  no  knife  or  fpoon  is  ufed,  unk 
left  the  diet  be  wholly  liquid ;  they  invariably  adopt  the  iik« 
modes  of  performing  natmal  evacuations.  And  all  the  hair  of 
the  body  is  (haved^  except  that  of  tbe  beaid  ^  yet  diis  laft  ufagd 
is  more  peculiar  to  upper  Afia»  where  likewife  all  degrees  of 
people  covcar  the  head  y  affixing  the  idea  of  indetency  to  ita 
being  bare ;  and  they  never  enter  an  apartment  covered  with  a 
carpet,  without  pulling  off  their  (hoes. 
Oh  taking  leave  of  the  Armeadans^  I  could  not  help  obferv-* 
.    .  ing, 
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ing,  perhaps  unfeafonably,  that  inftead  of  contributing  to  tty 
aflillance,  in  a  land  where  our  le£t  already  experienced  many 
grievances,  they  had  confiderably  increafed  them,  by  withholding 
even  the  inferior  offices*  of  humanity ;  but  that  I  cordially  for- 
gave a  treatment  which  was  to  be  afcribed  to  the  eiccefs  of 
caution  conftitutionally  inherent  to  their  tribe.  The  principal 
Armenian  carneftly  urged  me  to  open  myfelf  to  him,  and  dif- 
clo(e  the  myftery  which  appeared  in  my  character.  It  was  not 
in  reafon,  he  (aid,  to  believe  that  motives  of  curioftty,  as  I  zU 
ledged,  could  have  induced  me  to  incur  fo  much  fatigue,  daQger, 
and  expe^fe,  which  were  only  to  be  compenfated  by  the  prof- 
pe^  of.  g^dn,  or  a  pilgrimage  to  Jeru(alem.  But  the  Anne* 
niansy  (aid  he»  are  now  the  only  vifitors  of  the  facred  tomb, 
and  indeed  the  only  pure  Chriftians  now  exifting.  He  was  of 
opinion,  in  (hort,  that  my  ftory  was^  a  counterfeit,  and  con-* 
duded  by  alTerting  that  I  was  a  jewel-merchant,  or  a  ipy.  I 
endeavoured  to  explain,  that  among  the  natives  of  Eurq)e,  it 
was  a  common  ufage  to  vifit. foreign  countries;  where  an  ob- 
lervance  of  the  nlanners  and  arts  of  various  people,  improved 
the  underJflanding,  and  produced  a  moie  exteniive^  knowledge 
of  mankind;  and  that  a  frequent  intercourfe  with  nations  of 
different  cuftoms  and  religious  opinions,  taught  them  to  ihake 
off  domeftic  prejudice,  and  to  behold  all  men  with  the  eye  of 
common  affeflion.  To  this  language,  which  he  had  probably 
never  befpre  heard,  he  liftened  with  an  air  of  vacant  wonder ; 

but^ 
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but,  as  the  do6trine  did  not  fquare  with  his  fentiments  of  the 
world,  Ije  ultimately  treated  it  with  contempt.  Wifhing  me 
however  a  better  journey,  he  faid,  than  my  plan  promifed. 

On  the  evening  of  the  2 2d  of  November,  I  left  Herat,  and 
halted  that  night  at  Alum  GufFour  Chufhmah,*  three  quarters 
of  a  furfung.  Here  let  me  again  crave  your  indulgence  for 
the  copious  felf  narration  already  impofed  on  you,  and  for  that 
which  I  fear  is  yet  to  come.  But  what  can  I  do  ?  northern 
Perfia  is  at  this  day,  equally  void  of  events  as  of  letters,  and 
has  but  few  monuments  of  grandeur.  You  muft  tlierefore  ex- 
tend a  large  portion  of  patience  over  thefe  communications,  and 
by  permittirtg  me  to  fpeak  of  myfelf,  the  favorite  amufement  of 
all  travellers,  you  will  make  me  a  fufiicient  recompenfe  for  all  the 
little  chagrins,  which  I  incurred,  and  fome  folitary  hours  which 

1  palled  in  the  courfe  of  my  journey. 

The  kafilah  direftor,  Aga  Ali,  and  his  family  which  con* 
iifted  of  his  mother,  wife  and  a  fervant,  having  confented  that 

2  (liould  be  received  among  them,  in  the  character  of  an  Arab, 
gomg  on  a  pilgrimage  to  Mufchid,  I  joined  the  party  at  an 
appointed  place,  whither  every  perfon  refbrted,  except  the  fe- 
males of  our  family ;  on  whoie  heads,  and  indeed  all  parts  of 
them,  many  an  indecent  reproach  was  thrown.  There  was  no 
mortal  ill,  which  thefe  women  did  not  deferve  to  feel ;    but, 

^  Cbuifamah  in  the  Perfic,  fignifies  a  natural  fouatain. 

Vol.  II.  S  when 
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when  women  were  concerned  in  any  undertakingt  what  good 
could  refult,  exclaimed  all  the  enr^ed  Mahometan3«  Night 
approaching,  the  kaiitah  moved  and  left  Ali  to  efcort  the  ladies^ 
in  which  fervice  I  was  alfo  retained.  On  their  arrival  he  be- 
gan to  utter  fome  angry  language ;  but  it  foon  became  mani- 
feft  that  we  were  members  of  a  female  government,  which  was 
condu£ied  by  the  mother  of  Ali*  She  feemed  in  her  manners, 
not  unlike  the  Afghan  lady,  whom  I  heretofore  endeavoured  to 
celebrate,  but  had  kfs  fiercenefs  and  decifioni  the  deficiency  I 
prefume,  arofe  from  the  conflitational  ctifference  between  the 
tempers  of  an  Afghan  and  a  Perfiaii ;  for  my  new  dame  evin*- 
ced  the  fame  third  after  fapreme  fway,  but  exercilbd  it  with 
more  mildnefs.  Ali  remaining  at  the  town  gate  to  make  fome 
toll  payments,  diipatched  the  ladies  and  me  under  charge  of  fome 
of  his  aflbciates,  who  perceiving  our  progreis  to  be  very  (low 
and  the  night  far  advanced,  left  us  with  little  ceremony.  When 
Ali  arrived,  he  expjnefled  much  refentment  at  the  fcandalons  de- 
iertion  of  his  friends,  and  many  thanks  for. my  attention;  though 
I  could  hear  him  murmur  at  the  indecency  of  Mahometan  wo« 
men  being  entrufted  to  the  charge  of  an  infideU  But  AU's  ho^ 
nor  might  have  remained  fafe,  in  the  mod:  intemperate  quartet 
of  the  world :  and  for  my  part,  I  was  fo  grievoufly  loaded  by 
a  heavy  mufquet,  which  be  had  given  me  to  carry,  that  had  his 
fpoufe  been  a  Venus,  I  would  not  have  looked  at  her.  No  ap- 
prehenfion  now  exifted  of  a  fcolding  nurfe,  a  crying  child,  or  a 

fanatic 
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fanatid  difputmr;  or  indeed  of  any  thihg  which  could  a6):ually 
offend ;  for  my.  prefent  aflbtriate  was  a  bag  of  rice,  from  whofe 
good  nmghhourbood,  I  anticipated  much  fatisfadion. 

On  the  evening  of  the  24th,  moved  from  the  Chu(hmah,  and 
anivcd  the  next  oioming  at  Dhey  Soorch,  four  furfungs.  Some 
Itttje  cultivation  was  feen,  but  the  general  face  of  the  country 
bore  the  fame  wild  inhofpitable  afpef^,  as  in  the  eaftern  quar- 
ter o£  Khoraian«  The  benefits  attached  to  my  new  charafter, 
were  now  confpicuouily  teftiiied.  I  was  from  my  fuppofed  fe6t, 
entitled  Hsj^i,  and  much  courted  by  all  the  paflengers,  efpecially 
when  the  given  purpo(e  of  my  journey  was  underftood.  No 
perfon.in  the  defeription  of  a  Chriftian^  Should  attempt  to  mak^e* 
a  paflage  through  this  part  of  Perfia  j  fliould  it  through  a  train 
of  favourable  events^  be  accomplifhed,  he  will  be  harrafled  and 
difrauded,  even  on  a  principle  of  reUgion,  and  ever  infulted 
with  impunity.  The  attempt  indeed  I  think  impra^Hcable,  and' 
liabld  to  fubje£):  the  adventurer  to  imminent  danger. 

On.  the  26th,  at  the  Pool,  or  bridge  of  Skebo,  three  and  a 
half  furfungs,  in  an  uncultivatol  country.  This  bridge  built 
of  brick  and  mortar,  ftands  over  a  fmall  river  whofe  name  I 
could  not  learn,  running  to  the  fouthward  or  left,  and  is  ford- 
able  at  mod  feafons. 

On  the  27th,  at  Corian,  a  'large  village,  fotor  aiKl  a  half 
furfungs.'  In  this  neighbourhood,  I  faw  feme-  windmills,-  fop 
grinding  corns  they  are  conftrufted  on  the  fame  principles  as 
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thofe  of  Europe,  but  inftead  of  canvas  wings,  breed  leaved  flags 
aie  fubftituted.    The  toll  gatherer  at  Coriatt  affedts  to  obferve 
a  peculiar  vigilance  in   the  execution  of  his  office,   which  he- 
faw  occafion  to  exercife  x)n  (ue. 

Passengers,  proceeding  to  the  weftward,  ufually  procure 
a  paflport  at  Herat ;  but  being  averfe  to  a  mode,  which  might 
have  led  to  inconvenient  explanations,  I  did  not  apply  for  this  do* 
cument.  The  officer,  though  glad  of  the  omiffion,  held  out  the 
utter  impoflibility  of  pafling  without  the  fignature  of  govern- 
ment, and  ai^ued  with  much  delicacy  on  the  crime  of  difobe- 
dience.  But  feeling  fome  of  my  money  in  his  band,  he  ob* 
ferved  that  my  cafe  admitted  a  favorable  conftruftion  ;  that 
I  was  an  Arab,  and  a  pilgrim  of  the  holy  tomb  of  Mufchid. 
He  would  therefore  relax  a  little,  he  faid,  in  6>  good  a  canfe«. 
To  put  money  in  thy  purfe,  is  as  necefiary  in  Khorafan  as  k 
was  in  Venice,  with  the  difference  that  there,  the  more  deco« 
rated  the  garb,  the  greater  rcfpe^l  was  Ihewn  to  the  perfon^ 
whereas  in  A(ia,  the  fecurity  and  the  comforts  oi  life,  often 
depend  on  a  wary  concealment  of  wealth,  and  all  its  appendages. 

The  complaints  of  Afiatic  travellers  againft  a  camel  driver, 
are  not  lefs  frequent  than  thofe  of  marine  paifengers  in  our 
country,  againft  the  mafter  of  a  fhip,  and  oftentimes  with  the 
fike  want  of  juft  caufe.  Men  under  reftraint  .and  deprived  of 
accuftoined  amufements,  become  unrefcfonabic  in  their  defires 

and 
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and  fretful  from  the  natural  difappointment  of  vain  wifhes.  The 
crofs  incidents  which  their  fituation  necefTarily  produces^  and 
which  a  degree  of  fkiU  might  qualify^  are  often  outrageoufly 
afcribed  to  their  tonduflor.  This  preliminary  though  militate 
tng.  againft  myfelf,  I  thought  but  boneft  to  the  exhibition  of 
omatn  charges  againft  Ali  the  kafilah  direftor.  The  firft  (hews^ 
that  having  bargained  with  this  Mahometan,  on  the  payment 
of  a  ftipulated  fum,  for  a  conveyance  to  Turfhifh^  he  at  the 
firft  halting  place  laid  me  under  a  contribution,  on  a  pretence 
of  the  extraordinary  weight  of  my  baggage,  though  he  welt 
knew,  that  the  equipment  of  a  mendicant,  could  not  have  been 
more  fknder.  This  demand  was  xio  iboner  adjufted,  than  he 
):ommenced  another  attack,  not  on  my  purfe,  though  that  wa» 
weak^  but  on  my  fame,  which  was  vulnerable  all  over. 
.  Ali  feeing  me  generally  addrefled  by  the  title  of  Hadji,  and 
Seated  with  a  marked  civility^  was  much  mortified,  and  be- 
gan to  iap  the  importance  I  had  obtained  He  whifpered  tor 
£>me  of  thofe  with  whom  I  aflbciated^  that  I  was  no  Hadgi^ 
nor  even  one  of  the  true  faith.  They  exprefied  great  furprize 
at  this  information)  but  blamed  him  for  the  difclofure,  nor  did 
t}iey  ever  coou^aukate  the  ftoFy  to  the  other  pafiengers,  or  abate 
ki  their  former  attention » 

<9n  the  29tlv  at  Charfoorch,  feven  furfungs,  a  ftatton  in  an^ 
uninhabited  country^  and  fupplied  with  one  well,  whole  water 
WW  hardy  (Undent  for  the  fupply  of  our  party. 
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.    On  the  3oih,  .at  Turfala,  three  atida  hatf  furfiingsv  a?  fla- 
tjoiv  in  the  defert,  near  a  well  ctf  brackifli  watcn 

On  the  ift  of  Pecember,  at  KaufF,  fcven  farfungs,  a  populous/ 
and  in  this  country  a  large  village,  which  m^ntains  a  moderate 
trafHck  with  Herat,  Mufchid,  and  Turfhifh.  Markets  and  public 
ftiops  being  only  fcea  in  the  cities  and  principal  towns  of  Perfia 
and  Afghaniftao,  travellers  are  obliged  to  apply  for  provifions  ta 
the  houfekeepeis,  who  are  often  unable  to  ptx»ride  the  required 
quantity.  Though  KaufF  is  a  village  of  note,  bread  in  no  part 
of  it  is  publickly  vended,  and  having  occafioti  for  a  three  days 
fupply,  }  advanced  the  required  price  to  a  Perfian,  who,  after 
keepuig  me  in  waiting  till  midnight  abfconded.  Bread  and  the 
cheefe  of  fheeps  milk,  when  procurable,  was  my  common  fare; 
which,  with  a  water  beverage,  gave  me  a  vigor  and  ftrength 
equal  to  the  daily  fatigue  I  incurred.  And  when  the  incle- 
mency of  the  weather  is  confidered,  and  how  broken  his  reft 
mufl:  be  who  is  carried  on  the  back  of  t^e  roughed  paced  ani- 
mal that  moves,  thruft  alfo  into  a  crib  not*  half  his  •fi2e,  and 
ilunned  by  the  loud  clamours  of  the  drivers,  you  muft  grant 
that  no  ordinary  texture  of  conftitution  is  required  ta  accom«^ 
*pany  the  kafilahs  in  northern  Perfia.  •  »  \ 

Having  witneifed  the  robuft  a6tivity  of  the  people x>f  thia 
country  and  Afghaniftan,  I  am  induced  to  think, .  that  the  hu* 
man  body  may  fuftain  the  mod:  laborious  fervices,  without  the 
aid  of  animal  food.    The  Afghan,  whofc  fote  aliment  is  bread, 

curdled 
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curdled  tmlk  and  water,  inhabiting  a  climate  which  often  pro- 
duces in  ohie  day,  ^extren^  heat  and  cold,  ihall  undergo  as 
much  £ELtigue^  and  exert  as  much  Arengtb,  as  the  porter  of 
London,  who.  c^^kMifly  feods  on  flelh  meat  and  ale ;  nor,  is 
he  Tubjc^^  to  the  like  acute  and  obflinate  diforders.  It  is  a 
well  kiK>wn  %^»  that  the  Avdbs  of  the  ihore  of  the  Red  Sea, 
who  live  with  little  exception  on  dates  and  lemons,  carry  bur* 
id^ns  '0f  Aid^  ato  extraordinary  weight,  that  its  ipecific  .men- 
l60n  "to  ^n  European  ear»  Would  feem  romance. 

Ok  the  3d  of  Deceotber,  at  Ruee,  four  and  a  half  furfungs, 
4  pppttloos  village,  where  a  fall  of  fnow  produced  a  change  on 
the  fa^e  ^  the  knd,  to  which  I  had  been  long  a  flrangen 
Halted  09  th?  4tb>  on  account  of  the  ini|)e(5):ion  of  fome  ^ods 
which  had  bi9^  d^Kna^ged  by  the  weather.  Three  Perfians  with 
npiyfflf  Occupied  the  lower  paM  of  a  windmill,  which  our  joint 
endeavours  to  defend  from  the  cold,  were  wholly  ineffedual^ 
yet  my  companions  feemed.  httle  afFe£)red  by  it.  They  were 
horfemen,  and  having  ho  attendants,  were  obliged  to  dean  their 
cattle,  and  go  in  fearch  of  forage,  fuel  and  provi&ons ;  thefe  officeii 
they  performed  with  alacrity,  nor  did  they  once  (brink  from 
the  boifterous  drifts  of  fnow  and  a  north  wind  that,  I  verily 
believe,  muft  have  fwq>t  every  mountain-top  in  Tartary.  My 
body,  which  a  rcfidence  of  many  years,  in  India,  had  greatly  re- 
laxed, and  a  recent  ficknefs  enfeebled,  was  open  to  every  touch 
of  thofe  rude  blafts,  and  I  faw  with  mortilication  a  north  Bri- 

ton* 
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ton,  fcreening  himfelf  from  a  climate,  which  imparted  vigor  to 
an  Afiatic.  My  aflbciates  had  been  horfemcn  in  the  fervice  of 
Timur  Shah,  but  difgufted  at  his  ill  payments,  they  had  retired, 
and  were  returning  to  their  families  at  NiAiabor. 

On  the  5th,  at  Say  Day,  five  and  a  half  furfungs,  a  fmall 
fortified  village,  whofe  adjacent  lands  extending  in  a  valley, 
feemed  to  be  well  cultivated. 

On  the  6th,  at  Afhkara,  five  furfungs,  a  fmall  fortified  vil- 
lage. A  great  ^juantity  of  fnow  fell  on  our  arrival  at  this 
place,  and  the  weather  became  fo  tempeftuous,  that  the  kafilah 
could  not  proceed.  Our  party  went  into  the  fort  to  feck  ftiel* 
ter,  and  after  earned  intreaties,  were  condu6^ed  into  a  fmaH 
dark  room,  barely  capable  of  defending  us  againft  the  ftorm^ 
which  had  now  fet  in  with  vblence.  The  inhabitants  aware 
of  our  diftrefs,  furniflied  an  abundant  fupply  of  fuel,  which  be- 
came as  neceflfary  to  our  exigence  as  food  $  but  when  the  cold 
3vas  a  little  qualified,  we  experienced  an  urgent  want  of  pro- 
vifions ;  not  an  article  of  which  was  to  be  procured  at  A(hkara. 
This,  dilemma  difmayed  the  ftouteft  of  us,  and  became  the  more 
alarming  from  the  apparently  fixed  ftate  of  the  weather.  Yet, 
fuch  cordial  pleafures  are  inherent  in  fociety,  that  though  pent 
up  in  a  dark  hovel,  which  afforded  but  a  flimfy  ihelter  again/i 
the  mounds  of  fnow  furioufly  hurled  againfl:  it»  our  good  hu* 
mour  with  each  other,  and  an  ample  fupply  of  firing,  produced 
eheerfulnefs  and  content 

One 
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flBaciman^inmdf  Mii;dtt%ftefDb  poetical  literature,  ^muf^l  us  witb 
narfiosf^jMus'wftoiyrbf^  for  its  fcenes 

if  itiHttdi*oi»  fxttbcti:  jaih^htarcip^anck'liie  luxuriant  genius  of  th« 
paBJb»  ,i«*j^apfily.  adiptfck^ta.faftenuKc.rfgdrs^of  a- winter's  day? 
N)Bn'^S^as!;aiir  oofaapapkoi  de&rieiit'in:  abcam{)alTyIng  the  reiiding 
with  that  cnergfetic.iicmphafiSiUBjd  .d«fj  nrial  tone;:  which  irt  the 
isA  bt]x3iaghtihigh)y\oriiamdital>to)the:redtatbn:of  /< 

i  >&  r  Qur .  pleafiiits'.  atid  our  i0rrt)w&  exift^  largely  in  tW  imai 
ginaibiodt  -ahdi  as  at  this  period^  mjr  ideas  did  |i0t  wander  beyond^ 
tlfi'cifciB;Df  iiiya^detice,  I.felticoiiiforts  in  my  prefeht  (ituatloby 
cqnai  i.jpBr)ia|is .  id  the  ei^oyme&ts  :o£. the  moft.  refined  ^fodefie^. 
WJaw^'okda  in  -thcHfenror  of  my  heart,. iia^e  J  rprayed  for  "the" 
.lomtpde  which  is  Md  'tor  have  aStqJKted  the  ihncrfSiopl/ that  I 
mighl  diiackle,  or  at  lead  Qualify  the  paffions  that  are  cbntinu<- 
alty  precipitating  e  us  .  into  dependahce  and  emharraffineBts,  and 
eftatiifli  within  my&lf  a oreiburce^for  conda6iing  all  the'x>pera^ 
tidns  of  life.  'Bat  flie-^wifli  was  futile,  nor.  woiild  Ac  gratifi- 
cation of  it  ^cciard  with  thd  isconorny  of  humaa  nyUre.  . 
^  The.  inh^kints  of  Aflikara  were  now  bufily  femplo^fcd  ia 
commemorating  ti)ej death  of  Hufleyo,  the. &  fon  of  Aii,  what 
was  flain  at  Karibullaht  in  the  vicinity  of  Bagdat,  where  a  momi-, 

'f  The  Palriarch.of  ^Sgypt.  .  ZuIeicluiJ^  tbc]]faoae'giy€n«iryriie.^A}'abt»nrt(5  the 
urife  of  Potiphar.  .    .  \  «.    fU  r  .-.; . 
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ment  has  been  efe6l6d  to  hU  memory*  moA  wfaidiQif  thrSdiial^v 

r 

numeroufly  refort,  in  the  firft  ten  days  of  the  BlahoflKlittiaionili 
MohurruiDy^  to  offer  up  their  prayers.  Httffin,  dM  ckbr  brodier^ 
was  poifoned  by  ibme  female  machinations}  but  thf  ealebntion <tf 
this  event,  which  is  noticed  at  a  differo^t  period  of  the  fear,  Am 
not  produce  that  tumxiltuous  lamentation,  and  otten  dangemiit 
eiFe6l8  which  accompany  riie  memory  of  Hu&yn^s  fiite. 

A  FiLORiMAQB  tQ  the  tomb  of  Hufleyn,  confer^  tibitt]ticc$ 
KarribuUahee  s  which  ciaf&s  neit  after  the  Hadp;  and  before  a 
MufchideCp  an  appdiation  given  to  thofe  who  vifit  tiie  ihnne  ogf 
Mufchid.  The  pilgrims  of  Karibullah  make  grievous  CQibphinlis 
of  the  xnfuhs  and  oppreffion  of  the  Turks/  Ytt^maa^dSaqn 
that  perftcutton  inflame?  and  invigoratfis  ffaetj-^ienfe  cf  iibts  ^mH^ 
gioua  duty,  ib  that  it  is  mertiy  rated  by  te  extent  of  cHficulty  nvsd 
danger  it  occurs ;  for  I  li«ve  known  a  Schiah  tcavd  fr6m  the  banka 
*f  the  Ganges,  to  proftrate  himfelf  at  HdTeyn's  tomb,  amic^  the 
tcoBs  and  rigor  of  the  Turks.  iTo  pneveik  the  Afghani  from 
throwing  a  ridkaie  on  their  obfenrance  of  the  Mohurrum  cerfa»* 
mony>  whidfat  happened  during  our  halt  at  Afbkara^  the  Fei^an* 
ihut  the  gate  of  die  fort,  and  commemorated  tfae  day  by  betting 
their  breafls,  and  chanting  in  a  moursEcd  tane,  the  prai&s^of 
Huffeyn. 


•  Tht  Mahometan  mendis  being  Laoar,.  the  £iftf  ddbrn^  in  Rjuii&r  and  M*- 
huKTOin-  are  moveable. 
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-.  In  'tedia,  tiuKigh  tbo  <pM)poitioft  of  tiw  66);  of  All  is  fmalT^ 
wad  HmSSefn  ioalf.  )fmn$a  ba^bf  h»  aane,  this oocafion  never 
Ibols.  to.  excite  extr»7«gaat  tokens  of  grief  and  enlbufiafm,  and  it 
pftnt  iutppoMd,  .tiMttfaeifrialiiaonde  noufners,  im^lkd  by  a  vio« 
lent  a^tation  of  thnr  minds  and  bo<iiiBs,  and  hea<ied  alio  by  intox« 
ieation,  ooaMnit  dit^Mratfe  outtagea.  But thefa^  il,  that  all  the 
bativBS  ^  India,  Hitfdooi,  and  ftfahonetansKafe  M^ondroufly  at- 
traficd  by  public  eihiMtuMU,  and.thofc  •f  tie  nu^  glaring  kind« 
Though  iany  extouai  'COMomBOi^ion  -of  HnficynV  djta^  is  re- 
fnBgnant  to  tlie  doddkie^f  <l9  ^flki*  tbioift  of  laikik  cannot  r«fift 
lb  allitting  «n<  4(i^  of  fraying  th^r<  lo>r«  ^1  Aettr  and  notf^ 
Maoy^bf  ifee  iliAtebs  lilfb^  in  isomptiancs  wteh  dtis  p9o^ei]fity>  and 
the  cAgi  of  iMt  M«ik>in«Ktti  na(^§f  <contabute  tiirgely  to  aug- 
ment the  Mohurrum  prooeffions.  I  have  heard  Mr.  Sdiware^ 
theClMftkM  tniifioni^y  oil  the  doaftiof-Cdtomandet,  as  pious  a 
{HMft  as  efer  p^kkoi-  itif  ^d(^%  ^'a»  good  a  man  as  ette 
tfd«vaed  Ibde^,  ^coi^dalvvhai:  imaay^^'hift  Indian  profelytes,  dif^ 
piikfiA  it-his-'dktirohd's  'wdift  of  glitter  and  buille,ta%e^iiii  edrly  op- 
porttttMty  of  gif&ng  ovei*  to  ih4  Fopifli  communion)  where  they  are 
^bngutialty  gmtificd  by  ilie  |iakMd'.ANift«tyi  fey  txilie^y^ai^itts,  mi 
the  falate  of  A(e-wotilt»..  -Fvom  Sdliah^  andSbonis,  Protefhnts 
bnd  Itomati  CathoUeS)  I  dtx^  fof^ly  brought  to  th6  bnCinefs  of 
the  day,'  It  is^e  fidgueryofacamel-driTerrOn'Whom,  (hould 
you  tnr  uwd  in  ?erii«,  never  put  yotir  fidthl  -  AH  bo^  gravely 
infonnad  tsai,  thai;  he  tn^k  to  proee^  oil  the-rie:lt  day  toWdfi^ 

T  2  Ni{ha- 
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NHh.dtor,  but-  t&al  biiwould  prafyido'.{i  cmv&fanaktfqtmdto  Tum^ 
(Inih  on  an  afs.   Bir  \yas  ki  vaiti  ^eii|lk:ofieiigiige«ientS{it^Bid]uftiae 
of  for/eittng  than,  or  jthe  fsm  I. had  adTsnced ^  and  btd.not  ooejof 
my  a0bci9ies  plesid^  j»y  canfe  yittkjjL  fpirHnhattinttinkiated  hiii^ 
AU  wbuJtl  have  ku^hisd'A^  oiy  plta^>        ^  t  .!  .  •   •'  i       • 

.  On  the  joi^>  .the  ftottn  haviog  abated^  fhfekifiMiiiiioyed  be» 
fcH'e  day>break,  .and.  arrived  .in  .thcf  evening' at  0o(H)dA4b34  fix  and 
a  half,  f^rfuni^,  a  licd^  VUMg^f  &tttate:iii  a'w^Mkifa^vttfcd  piain; 
wateredhy  i{iiv>y  rivitl^s.  AU»  with  an  ill ^graae, procwed'for tat 
one  fide  of  alcaidefU  (hej9t^r:j9$in|^'poi&d  by^«:teg  of  ntm  aaott 
£gned  to  the  market  of:  TurOii^h  j  my  oompa^icns,  .who  had  .coii» 
tmiied  tQ  treat  nie..:witihiniM:h.kii|d0^fs,..pip«e69k^irQlii.t^ 
ti«a  tQ  Niihabor,  which  li^  about  feventy  n^  %it  tb^  nerth^weft 
of  Hoondeabad. 

Thb  diviiioR  of  Khorii&n,  whidi  has  been  aaaexed  to  the 
A%han  empke,  feQn)a:t<>  be  ythoUy  entruft^dlo^-managoownf 
of  Per&Kria*  who  thcmgh.  a- c!^Btq«eri)d  petif^  live  ih  thejei9Dy» 
inent  of  eyery  right,  civil  or  rdlgioas,  whidi  ecHild  have  been 
granted  to  them  under  .th^ own  princes^.  We|iiftap«rty:thif 
day,  returnii^  fcom  the  anqy  whkb  Timutf  ^biiah  had  fept.to  bor 
fi^  Mu&hid.  Thi»  city;  bn  wluch  depeoida  a  fmlU  tra^  bf  ter*> 
ritory,  is  governed  by  Shah  Rbek,  a  grand^  <^  Nadir  3hah,  and 
I  believe,  the  only  branch  of  that-pridife's  family jiow  in  ejciftencc^- 

Shah  Rock  i^  tbp  (^prin^  of  Mii^M  Kuli,  die  eUeft  Ton  of 
Nadir  Shah,  by  a  daughter  of  the  Sultan  Hu0eyn»  wJ|>o  waa  dcjivea 

Iron) 
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«» /i^hc  throne  of  Pccfia  by  M^hmwj)  the  Afghiia.  .  After  Nadur't 
death,^  Jehe  Qn^re-  Mh  tO  the  pofl^^  fd  Ali,  fais  nephevv,  wh^ 
cut  off  a]l  the  4c&eiidaQts  of  Nadir,  except  Shah  Rock  then  a 
youth,  whom  he^intended  to  rtufe  noiiiwally  to  the  throng  0ioald 
the  .Perfian»  .ihew  any  -^enopus  Qf^fitioa .  to  b«^  government; 
put  (being  >in  a  ihcot  time^  after  his  acceflion,  ei^tiounttered  l^  bif 
brother,  who  by  liberj9l,don^<Hia  had 'folk£t^.»  flrong  ft^rce; 
Ati  was  defeated 'an4  taken  pnfonv'  in  the  field.  2hrahini»^  though 
at  thie  head  of  a  ayniero^s  (ajrinyt  aD4  pi^e^ing  thet f^utbem  ^ror 
viac^  of  the  empire^  fav  the  impracikibiUty  of-attwoing  thejdor- 
qMHim  of  Perfia,  vtrhjlft  §hah  Rock,  who  wasr  mufih  b^ffredfia 
Khorai^n,  held  the  eUx  of.Mufthid^  whfre^ large  jpprtion  of; th^ 
treafures  of  Nadir  were  depofited.  •  .      -.  : 

^  Tqat  he  might  the  better  fucoeed  in  his.  defigd  of  feiztng  the 
perfon  of  JSh^  Rode,  his  €«ly  rival,  he  declared  this  prince,  by 
g '  lineal .  defcent  from  Nadir  and  the  race  of  Sofi,  to  be  the  rights 
fyfU  h^ir  of  the  kingdoin,  and  by  public  deputation  invited  him  to 
Ifpahan,  that  he  might  there  be  invefted  with  the  diadem  of  his 
anoel^ors.  The  adherents  of  Shah  Rock^  averfe  from,  entrufting 
him  to  io  powerful  and  iiufpicious  a  charge,  made  an  advan» 
tagebttS'  ui&  <^  IbrlihifD's  pfofeffions^  by  inftalliog  with  the  ne>i 
ce%y  cesenioQiaU,  t^e  yo\H)g  i  prince  at  .Mufbhid.    Ibrahim^ 

;■  •:  :     :-.•.!'     ,•••;•■.•■•     ■  -  •  ■  ■      •   •  '-' 

«  Na4ir  Sbth  was  adfl&flbMit«d.  at  the  age  of  fixty  j[e»t*,  mar  Mufchid,  ia  the 
an«nth  of  June,  t74^. 

baffled 


3$*  FOfRSTER^S    rRAVfiLS.! 

baifttef  inutile  dd&gn«f(lHiwtng' Shah  Rode-  to^  UpOiia,  c^M 
iunvr<df  4q  'be  procliikbed-'klngk  and  proceeded  to* rdduce  -the 
chiefs  i>f>  Khoraf^n.  But  fquantitrkig  his  triafartfs  b]r  an  in* 
tiUcriihiDntt  ^rofurion,  and  haPnng  ^ifgufted  his  Cfo6p6  by  aii 
ihj^idiekMU;  cWcC'  of  <»6l«m4  li«  was  betr&ydd  by  them,  and  to- 
gttl«:r  Vilh  A]i»  theti  &ift  prifeiMf,  difcttvirid  to  tht  mittm^rs  ol 
5h«h  Rock,  who  put  the  ^irolbera  ti»  dbth*  •  '  ^ 
>  AiiotrT  this  peiiod  apf^iVd;  it  is  0»d,  ft  deftbildii^t  <!if  th6 
«)4ettt  Siofi  ^Miily,  whoihad  efitipcA  th«  thsftiie  b^  thielxmes^ 
anid  Jy^pFoving  to  tkis  purpottt  i^e  diftradion  of -flie  kingdMri 
flfii  the  AMAority  of  «' young  pitnce,  he  foboriteA,  by  A  lkrg€Sl 
and  )e«teA(^((  proi^feS)  a  party  in'  tile  cdKKt  of  Mifchld>  anid 
having  procured  at  a  fecret  hour  iKlmi^t^ce  iMo  <be  palace  <^ 
Muichid,  he  feizcd  the  pcdbn  o£  Shah' R6dt  and  deprived  him 
pf  ftght.  The  aa  was  foon  poniftied  by  thb  ideath  ef  if» 
^rpetratori  but  Shah  Roek*  ttk  i>i^  by  Ma  Calamity  from  thii 
lk)pe  of  «tnpit««  was  contented  to  ttmaiti  at  Mufthid,  In  t^ft 
{Mifefllon  of  a  very  tiiflitted  revenue. ' 

He  has  two  fo&s>  Nadir  Mir2a,  tad  W«lli  Neanflif,  whft 
mt  waging  againfl:  each  other  aki  (n>^terit«  |)fedatoiy  war. 
Wulii  Neamut  being  driven  from  the  city,  has  cetieSied  a  body 
of  cavalry,  which  in  Khcnraffltn  ait  ever  <tady  to  rove^inqueft 
of  plunder,  and  are  at  this  time  levying  a  genera]  contribudon  on 
irvery  village,  karavan,  and  travdfer,  within  his  power  or  reach; 
not  (paring  even  the  pilgruns.     After  an  ineffe^ual  effort  to 

enter 
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tDler  tht  ctfXt  he  folicited  the  afliftance  of  Timur  Shah«  who 
lent  a  fmall  army  to  join  him  and  beft^e  Mufchid.  But  their 
knowledge  of  artillery  is  fo  limited,  that  the  Afghans  after  the 
campaign  <^  a  year^  have  only  been  enabled  to  ftreighten  the 
fuppli»  of  the  befieged. 

Wne^i  the  cxtenfivc  conquefls  of  the  Afghans  in  Perfia  are 
tfonfideredf  the  fpapioi^s  empire  which  they  have  fo  recently 
fQ\J^nM$  and  their  general  reputation  for  military  prowefs,  I 
feljC  a  feofiblt  dUappcintment  at  feeing  their  armies,  compofed  of  a 
tumultuous  body,  without  order  or  common  difcipline.  It  is  feeni^ 
however,  that  they  wcr^  good  foldjiers  under  Ahmed  Shah,  who 
himfdf,  a  prince  c^  confpicupu^  military  talent  and  a  difcerning 
f  fttrcHi  of  «Mrit«  wa^  cmppw^red  to  give  his  troops  that  force 
which  they  conftitutionally  polTefs.  Yet  even  under  this  famed 
leader,  the  Afghans,  impetuous, .  and  haughty  from  the  form  of 
th^ir  goverpm^Qty  were  never  ap  obedient  fol^ieiy ;  and  the  fevers 
focounters  which  Ahmed  S^h  experienced  from  the  Sicques^ 
y^hm  he  ultimately  evacuated  the  Punjab,  are  attributed  to  the 
defertion  of  his  troqps^  who  already  enrich^Ei  by  the  plunder  of 
Io4ia,  reiirefl  in  lai  ye  bodies  to  their  own  country* 

;Thoi7GH  far  (hort  of  the  opinipn  )  had  form^  of  iu  the  Af« 
i;han  army  is  much  fuperior  to  that  of  Perfia  at  the  prefent  day» 
who  long  deprived  of  ^  monarch,  and  fub)e6bd  either  to  a  foreign 
yoke  or  the  precarious  authority  of  petty  chieftains^  have  loA  viith 
their  p^triotiiin  jtl|ys  fpuit  of  cnt^rpriae*    h  a^pe^s  tha(  the  Per- 

iians 
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fians  have  bcen'ever  ill  acquainted  with  the  ufe'ofi  fire  arnis,"^lftitl 
that  their  grand  fuccefles  were  obtained  by  the  formidable  onfet  of 
their  cavalry.  Little  other  proof  indeed  is  required'of  their  want 
of  ikill,  than  a  review  of  Nadir's  long  fi^ge  of  Bagdad,,  which,* 
though  a  fortification  of  mean  ten  ability,  baffled  all  his  cffiarts,: 
The  matchlock-piece  is  the  commonf  weapon  of  a  Perflan  foot  fol- 
dier,  except  in  the  provinre  of  Auderbeijan,  and  in  fome  parts  of 
Shirvan  and  Dhaghiftani  where  the  u(e  of  the  fpring  lock  mufqueC 
has  been  adopted  from  the  Turks ;  but  the  ridicule  which  hai 
been  thrown  on  this  praftife  by  the  body  of  the  people,  wiUpro- 
bibly  long  prevent  its  general  introduftion.  The  fev*ity  of  the 
winter  feafon,  has  now  obliged  the  Afghan  army  to  netire  into 
quarters,  and  afforded  a  temporary  relief  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Mufchid,  who  began  to  feel  a  want  of  provifions. 

The  young  chief  of  this  city,  in  defiance  of  the  reprefentations 
of  his  clergy,  lias  coined  into  current  fpecie  fuch  of  thofe  oma-* 
ments  with  which  the  oftentatidus  zeal  of  the  Schiahs  had  for  twcf 
Centuries  been  decorating  the  tomb  of  Mooza  Beza,  as  had  been 
prefcrvcd  from  former  depredations.  Even  Nadir^  the  avowed  foe* 
of  prieflhood,  made  his  offering  at  the  fhrine  of  Mofclnd  But 
his  defcendant  fearing  that  the  whole  fabric  would  fall  intd  the 
unhallowed  hands  of  his  enemies,  has  wifely  facrificed  a  part,  to 
prevent  a  total  deftruflion.  Yet  his  efforts  will  probably  be  fruit- 
kfs ;  for  if  the  Afghans  return  to  the  fie^,  they  will  derive  a  con- 
liderable  aid  from  the  low  ftate  of  tlie  Mufchid  trtefury,  which  F 

am 
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am  informed  is  nearly  confumed.  While  the  priefts  inveigh 
with  fiifficient  acrimony  againft  the  facrilegious  feizure  of  Na- 
dir  Mirza,  there  is  no  limit  to  their  inveftives  againft  his  bro- 
ther, on  whom  they  deprecate  the  fevereft  divine  vengcange,  for 
calling  in  the  inveterate  foM-of  their  religion,  to  the  deftru£lion 
of  the  only  facred  city  left  in  the  pofTeflion  of  the  feft  of  Ali. 

On  the  nth,  at  Fidgeroot,  a  fmall  fort,  three  and  a  half 
furfangs,  fituate  in  a  cultivated  and  generally  a  plain  country, 
in  whofe  vicinity  are  feen  many  fortified  villages. 

On  the  12th,  at  Dochabad*  four  arid  a  half  furfungs,  a 
populous  open  village,  prote6led  by  an  adjoining  fort,  and  dif- 
tinguiftied  by  a  manu£si£ture  of  raw  fik;  The  diftrifls  of  Do-  / 
chabad  form  the  the  weftern  boundary  of  the  dominion  of  Ti- 
mur  Shah,  which  in  a  dire6lion  from  Kafhmire  to  tliis  place,* 
occupy    by  a  grofs  computation,  a  fpace  ci  -     ■  Britifli 

iniles.  Were  this  fpacious  extent  of  territory,  governed  by  as 
lagorous  and  enterprizing  a  prince,  as  it  is  peopled  by  a  brave 
and  hardy  race  of  men,  the  entire  conqueft  of  Perfia  would  not 
be  of  difficult  attainment.  But  Timur  Shah  inherits  no  por- 
tion of  his  father's  genius,  and  his  power  is  feldom  ieen  or 
felt,  except  fomc  objeft  of  wealth,  and  of  fafe  accomplifhment  . 
be  held  out  to  his  avarice*    The  cxiftence  of  the  emperor  is 

*  It  is  to  be  noted,  that  fome  petty  chiefshlps  lying  b^ween  Kafbmire  and  the  Iiit 
dus,  are  held  by  independant  Afghans, 

Vol.  II.  U  then 
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then  k\t^  and  for  the  day>  dreaded.  Here  I  am  checked  by  n 
fear  that  thefe  opinions  may  be  thcmght  prefiMBptiioas  and  dog* 
matical^  and  that  from  fiender  opportunities  of  acquiring  info^^ 
mation,  I  have  decided  with  an  unwarrantable  pperemptorineft 
on  the  charader  of  a  prince,  in  whofe  country  I  have  been  but 
a, mere  fqjournen  I  have  only  to  urge,  that  the  language  which 
I  have  held^  is  prevalent  in  the  country,  and  its  truth  flrongly^ 
marked  in  all  the  operations  of  gavernment»  which  come  be* 
fore  the  public  eye. 

On  the  ijth,  at  Koot»  fix  furfungs,  a  village  dependent  oa 
the  chief  of  Turfliifli.  From  the  vicinity  of  Dochabad,  a  wafle 
extends  to  this  place,  on  which  is  neithfir  an  inhabitant,  or  the 
kail  token  of  vegetation ;  and  k  (hould  feem  that  nature  had 
interpofed  thb  barren  fand  to  prechide  the  aflaults  of  war»  and 
even  difcourage  a  di^ofition  to  ibcial  intercourfe.  To  the  OQnh$ 
extends  a  lofty  chain  of  mountains  covered  with  ihow,*  aiKl 
the  other  quarters  ihew  a  trad  of  ;l^nd,  tMnly  marked  witb 
craggy  hills. 

The  proprietor  of  the  camel  on  which  I  rode,^^  had  carriod 
me  to  Koot,:  hb  place  of  refidence,  fearing  to  carry  his  ware€» 
principally  compofed  of  rice,  to  the  tow»  of  Turfhifh,  Icaft  the 
chief  fhould  take  it  at  an  wbitrary  price.    He  told  me^  that 

*  A  road  leads  over  the fe  mountains  to^  Mufchid,  which  is-  faid  to  be  one  hun- 
dred miles  DortK<*weft  from  Turflufli^  and  about  tfairty  miles  to  the  northward  of 
Ni(habor« 

his 
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bis  cattle  were  not  deflined  for  that  place,  whither  I  might 
purfue  my  way  in  the  beft  manner  I  liked,  except  on  his  ca- 
mel. Th«  fort  of  Turfhifh  being  at  no  greater  diftance  than 
two  miles,  I  would  have  proceeded  without  hefitation,  could 
I  have  carried  my  baggage,  which  though  of  little  »value,  was 
too  heavy  a  load  for  me.  After  much  intreaty^  it  was  tran- 
^rted  at  my  charge,  on  the  back  of  an  afs,^  to  the  kara- 
vanfera  at  Turfhifh  s  there  I  found  every  apartment  occupied, 
but  the  application  of  a  fmall  piece  of  money  to<  the  gate- 
keeper, who  regulates  the  diftribution  of  quarters,  introduced  me 
to  a- lodging,  occupied  by  only  one  perfon.  The  fliranger  accofted 
me  withevident  tokens  of  joy,  obiervingi  thitf  the  folitary  life  he 
had  pafied'  at  Turfhifli,  w»  very  tirefome  to  him,  and  that  he 
txpe^tod  a  cordial  relief  from  my  company.  This,  reception 
was  happily  adapted  to  my  purpofe,  and  promifcd  my  Maho- 
metan character  a  fair  introduflion.  It  was  agreed  that  a  joint 
board  fhould  be  kept,  that  my  afToeiate,  yet  weak  from  a  late 
ikknefs,  fhould  prepare  the  vi6luals,  and  that  I  Aiould  furnifh 
the  water,  and  a  laborious  duty  it  was,  there  being  no  good 
water  at  a  nearer  diftanee  than  a  mile. 

Herk   I  mufV  inform  you,  that  this  was   by  no  means   a 
degrading  duty,  and  is  performed  by  travellers  of  a  rank  much 

*  Tho  Perfian  ^ffes  are  of  a  ftrong  make,  and  much  ured  by  defers  in  fmall  and  or- 
dinary wares.  I  have  feen  the  conveyance  of  large  parties,  confiding  of  thofe  animals, 
which  appear  to  b^^Ihore  zSdvc  and  endure  more  fatigue  than  thofe  of  England. 

U  2  fupe- 
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fuperior  to  that  I  held,  and  alfo  that  few  travellers  in  this  coim^ 
try  of  whatever  condition  exhibit  any  appearance  of  wealth,  fear- 
ing the  oppreflions  of  government,  and  the  licentious  exa^ions 
of  the  toll  gatherer^.  Even  men  of  opulence  do  not  carry  a 
fervant. 

Previously  to  the  commencement  of  a  journey,  focieties 
are  formed  at  the  place  of  rendezvous,^  where  the  different  offices 
are  alloted  to  each  ;   the  mod  robuft  generally  provide  the  water  ; 
fome  are  employed  in  the  kitchen,  while  others  go  in  queft  of  pro- 
vifions  and  provender  for  the  cattle.     Should  no  prior  opportunity 
have  offered  to  fix  fuch  a  fcheme,  it  is  adjufted  on  the  firft  halting 
day^  and  preferved  on  a  cordial  footing  throughout  the  journey. 
It  is  not  to  be  inferred  that  certain  attentions  are  not  alfo  (hewa 
to  the  men  of  rank,  who  attach  themfelves  to  thefe  parties* 
When  known,  and  they  are  foon  diftinguifhed,  they  become  hf 
commoa  confent  exempt  from  the  more  laborious  occupations^ 
and  all  aged  perfbns   are  invariably  treated  with  a  refpe£tful 
indulgence.    My  preient  companion,  whofe  name  I  never  knew 
or  aiked,   was  overcaft   with  a  fixed  melancholy  referve;    nor^ 
could  I  extract  from  him  other  information,  than  th^t  he  had  laft 
come  from  Aflerabad.     But  he  ftudioufly  avoided  giving  me  any 
intelligence  of  the  aflPairs  of  that  province,  cfpecially  of  the  Ruf- 
fian trade  there  which  I  much  defired  to  know,  and  of  which 
be  mud  have  been  informed  ;^    and   though  he  feemed  to  like 
my  company  or  perhaps  my  afTiftance,,  he  foon  becime  to  me  an 

unplea- 
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Hnplcafant  colleague.  In  a  few  days,  his  departure  to  Herat 
left  me  fole  tenant  of  a  dark  folitary  lodgings  with  the  advan«^ 
tage^  and  with  the  privilege  of  being  unrefervedly  admitted  into 
the  fociety  of  the  karavanfera,  as  a  pure  Mahometan* 

In  the  courfe  of  vacancies,  I  got  poflcfSon  of  a  more  com* 
znodious  apartment,  in  the  corner  of  which  I  found  at  firft  en*» 
trance>  a  decent  looking  old  man  fmoking  his  pipe.  On  en« 
quiry  it  appeared,  that  he  was  then  wholly  at  large  j  but  that 
his  ufual  fubfiftance  arofe  from  vending  certain  fpells,  which 
were  powerfully  efficacious  in  conferring  every  fpecies  of  worldFjr 
happinefs,  and  confequently  in  the  preclufion  of  all  evil.  Yet 
he  was  willing  to  (hut  up  his  book,  he  faid,  fhould  any  other 
profpeft  of  maintainance  he  held  out«  This  being  the  perfon  I 
was  in  fearch  of,  I  made  him  a  cordial  tender  of  my  affiHrance^ 
and  invited  him  to  a  participation  of  my  fare.  '  The  offer  came 
to  him,  poor  man,  at  a  convenient  fcafon.  It  was  now  the  depth 
of  winter^  and  he  honeftly  confefled  to  me,  that  his  charms  had 
fo  bad  a  run  at  Turfhilh,  that  even  a  fcanty  meal  was  earned 
with  difficulty. 

The  mollah,  which  was  the  title  he  had  derived  from  his 
profeffional  ikill,  with  a  natural  good  temper,  had  acquired  an 
accommodating  difpofition  ^  he  was  all  things  to  all  men  5  and 
he  found  a  full  exercife  of  thofe  qualities  during  our  aflbcia* 
tion.  The  little  regularity  I  obferved  in  our  domeftic  fyllem, 
efpecially  in  the  hours  of  eating,  was  fubjcft  of  frequent  com- 
plaint 
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plaint  to  the  xnollah^  who  applbd  to  the  buiinefs  of  the  kitdi^i^ 
in  which  he  had  attained  an  eminent  proficiency,  with  an  a6live 
attention ;  nor  was  Sancho  more  attached  to  ita  produce }  and 
he  alfo  reprehended  my  difregard  to  thofe  di(hes  which  he  moft 
favored.  His  cenfure  generally  conveyed  an  ejaculation  of  fur- 
prize,  at  the  negleft  of  a  concern  the  moft  important  to  man, 
or  at.  my  bad  taft%  which  he  alledged,  muft  have  been^  vitkite4? 
in  the  courfe  of  my  journeying  through  barbarous  countries, 

.  Having  enjoyed  during  my  acquaintance  with  this  mollafai 
fo  many  conveniencles,  and  fo  pleating  a  quiet  of  mln^^  I  oitea' 
review  the  kcnt  with  fenfible  emotions  of  pleafure.  For  my 
Arength,  as  well  as  my  fpirits,  had  been  much  exha^ded  by. 
the  fatigues  of  the  road,  and  various.  mokftaticxQfi  ne$eSSirily' 
incident  to  a  traveller  of  my  defcription.  The  cold'  being  in** 
tenfe  and  the  country  covered  with  fnow,  it  became  eacpedietit 
in  the  firll  inftanciSf  to  lay  in  a  ftock  of  fucl,^  which  is  a  dear 
commodity  at  Tur(hi(h»  that  we  might  at  kaft  communicate^ 
an  external  heat  to  our  bodies ;  for  our  creed  precluded  any  in* 
terior  cordial,  nor  durft  we  even  mention  its  name.  But  we 
were  moderately  recreated  by  a  wholefome  diet^  large  fires,  a 
clean  hearth,  with  plenty  of  Perfian  tobacco,  which  is  of  a  moft 
excellent  kind.^    When  I  have  contemplated  the  prpgrefs  of 

P  That  produced  at  Tubbus,  a  town  about  one  hundred  miles  to  tke  fouth-weft  of 
Turfhifb)  is,cfteeined  the  beft  in  Perfia. 

my 
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mf  aiibciste  in  ^s  culinary  occupation^  in  mixit^  mth  care 
and  earneftnefs  the  ingredients  of  a  hodge-podge,  ftirring  it  viw 
gofodfly  with  a  large  woodmen  fpoon^  blowing  and  arranging  the 
fire,  till  bis  eyes  were  reA^  I  have  been  prompted  to  compare 
Ikim  to  a  Pruflian  feijeant,.  immerfed  in  t^  fury  and  enthufiafin 
dF  diiUifig  a  fquad  of  recruits,  and  cudgelling  into  their  bodies 
ftU  the  ability  of  their  brains.  Nor  could  one  of  o»r  minute 
vkttto(b]B  hate  been  more  inflated  with  piide  at  the  difcovery  of 
a  new  fpecies  of  fnail,  than  the  moll^^  in  demonflrating  the 
qualities  •of  fome  favorite  difh. 

T^E  6xcelient  fcrvices  of  my  companion  now  left  tne  at 
Kbek^  to  walk  about  the  town,  colleft  information^  and  frequent 
fhtt  public  baths.  In  the  evening  wte  were  always  at  home, 
wh^  the  MoQah  at  the  conctofion  of  our  ttieal,  either  read  a 
ftory  ttf  Tufiiff  «id  Zul^Mch*  which  he  did  bat  lamely,  or  open- 
ing his  %ooTc  of  Ipells,,  he  Vrojald  expourtd  the  virtues  of  his 
noftrums,  which  embraced  fo  wide  a  corapafs,  that  few  difeafes 
of  the  mind  or  body  could  refift  their  force.  They  extended  from 
recalling  to  the  paths  of  virtue,  the  fteps  of  a  frail  wife,  and 
file&cing  the  tongue  of  a  feolding  one,  to  curing  chilbains,  and 
deftroyihg  worms.  His  praStice  he  told  me,  had  been  more- 
cMcali^e  .than  ^ofitabk^  being  chiefly  employed  by  the  lower 
clalTes  of  people ;  the  rich  rarely  fought  his  aid.  He  was  me- 
ditatingi  he  faid,  which  I  had  now  obviated,  a  journey  to  Muf- 
chid,  where  he  would  have  been  enabled  to  pafs  the  winter,  a 

DbaioQ^ 
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ieafon  dlways  of  anxious  care  to  hicn ;    as  for  the  fammeri  he 
never  beftowed  a  thought  on  it. 

The  duty  of  religion  fat  rather  loofely  on  the  moUah,  for 
out  of  the  five  daily  prayers,*  he  ufnally  ftruck  off  four,  and 
on  many  days  the  omiflion  was  total.  But  obferving  that  I  was 
yet  more  relaxed,  he  would  gravely  cenfure  my  negligence  j  not 
that  I  was  degraded  in  his  opinion,  but  it  was  necefTary,  he 
faid^  to  maintain  a  decorum  of  manners,  that  the  people  of 
the  karavanfera  might  not  make  unfavourable  remarks.  The 
fpirit  and  tendency  of  the  moUah's  obfervation,  when  impar<« 
tially  confidered,  difclofes  the  grand  tenure  by  which  the  reli^ 
gion  x>£  Mahomet  is  at  this  day  held.  It  is  on  the  daily  rect* 
tal  of  five  prayers, -f*  wafhing  as  often,  and  a  reftri£lion  from  a 
certain  food,  that  the  Mahometan  builds  his  hope  of  Paradife.^ 
And  the  reputation  of  fuch  a  perfon,  in  Perfia,  is  equal  to  that 
of  our  men  of  virtue,  Ixonpr,  and  humanity*  Even  to  that  of 
our  man  of  Cafhiom 


*  The  iirft)  a  (hort  one,  is  (aid  befor.e  the  break  of  day,  the  fecond  on  the  earlieft 
appearanee  of  light,  a  period  ufually  denominated  the  Wokt  Nemaz,  or  time  of  prayer, 
the  third  about  two  hours  before  fun*fet,  the  fourth  at  the  dofe  of  the  evening,  this  is 
alfo  termed  the  Wokt  Nemaz,  and  the  fifth  in  the  courfe  ^f  the  night.  The  fecond 
and  fourth  prayers  are  moft  regularly  obferved, 

t  I  h^ve  feen  grave  long  bearded  Mahometans,  retire  a  few  fteps  from  the  exhibit 
tion  of  a  lafcivious  dance,  and  in  the  (ame  apartmnnt  kneel  to  their  prayers^  which  haf- 
lily  muttering,  they  returned  to  the  amufement. 

Oh 
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-  On  the  other  fide,  he  that  fliall  negle6l  thefe  ceremonies, 
though  he  may  execute  to  an  ample  extent,  the  duties  of  a  good 
citizen,  is  branded  with  the  general  mark  of  contumely  ^  and 
fhould  his  condition  of  life  not  be  fufficiently  eminent  to 
command  refpeft,  he  is  cut  ofF  from  many  of  the  benefits  of  fo- 
ciety.  That  I  may  point  out  to  you  more  fpecifically  the  opi- 
nion of  a  Mahometan  on  the  effential  efficacy  of  forms,  I  am  in- 
duced to  relate  an  oblervation  of  the  mollah.  In  fpeaking  of 
an  Afghan,  who  had  himfelf  accefs  to  the  karavanfera  by  an 
agreeable  and  friendly  difpofition,  he  faid,  that  he  willingly  fub- 
fcribed  to  the  compafs  of  his  moral  merits,  but  was  fbrry  to 
fee  them  vitiated  by  offering  up  his  prayers  with  folded  hands. 
Does  it  not  aftonifh  you,  that  the  mind  of  a  creature  fo  ex- 
quifitely  formed  by  the  great  lord  of  nature,  fhould  have  be- 
come fo  ftrongly  fettered  by  the  fhackles  of  prejudice,  fhould  have 
formed  ideas  fo  derogatory  qf  his  infinite  benevolence,  as  to  be 
fearful  of  approaching  his  altar  but  in  certain  pofitions  and  flec- 
tions of  the  body. 

Travelling  once  with  fome  Perfians  on  a  fultry  day,  and 
over  an  ill  watered  country,  the  party  unexpefledly  approached  a 
fmall  flream,  where  haftily  difmounting,.  I  drank  a  cup  of  water 
with  avidity,  one  of  the  Perfians  who  flood  near  me,  cryed  out  in 
an  earneft  tone,  while  I  was  finifhing  the  draught,  to  referve  a  little 
in   the  bottom  of  the  veflfel,  and  throw  it  on  the  ground  with  an 

.   Vol.  IL  •  X  execra- 
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execration  on  the  memory  of  Yezid,*  On  feeing  that  not  a  drop 
remained,  he  viewed  me  with  evident  marks  of  detedation,  and 
pronounced  me  a  kauSr.  But  Perfia  has  long  loft  her  men  of 
genius  and  philanthfophy.  The  day  of  Ferdoufi,  Sadi,  and  Hafiz, 
is  fet  in  barbarous  darknefs ;  and  little  elfe  is  now  written  or 
liftened  to,  except  the  legends  of  prieft?,  or  the  chimerical  exploits 
of  the  twelve  Imaums,  which  nearly  quadrate  in  ftyle  and  matter 
with,  our  renowned  nurfery  hiftories  of  T6m  Thumb,  or  Jack  the 
Giant-killer ;  though  with  a  more  pernicious  efFeft ;  for  the  Per-  ' 
fian  writings  ftrongly  tend  to  eternifc  amongft  them  a  rancorous 
hatred  to  all  thofc  of  a  different  creed. 

It  is  recorded  that  the  cotemporaries  of  Hafiz,  were  (o  much 
offended  at  his  bold  difquifitions  on  the  religion  of  the  Koran, 
and  witty  ftiiftures  on  the  loofe  conduft  of  the  clergy,  that  at 
his  death,  they  hefitated  to  perform  the  ufual  obfcquies.  Yet 
the  later  Perfians  have  not  only  acquitted  Hafiz  of  any  charge* 
ef  irreligion,.  though  almoft  every  page  of  the  poeft  refutes  the^ 
pofition^  but  they  aflfert,  that  under  the  doak  of  his  iportiva 
pleafurable  exhortations,,  be  deicribes  the  excellency  of  their 
faith,,  and  the  future  happinefs  of  pious  Mahometans. 

While  the  moUah  and  I  were  enjoying  the  comforts  of  a 
commodious   apartment,    and   (avoury   melTes^  made  in  rotatLoA 


•  The  chief  who  flew  Httiby4.tb€  «>a  6$  A]^ 


of 
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of  beef,  mutton,  and  camels  flefli,  on  a  fudden,  every  room  of 
the  karavanfera  was  tumultuoufly  filled  by  a  large  body  of  pil- 
grims *  from  tlie  inriiie  of  Mufchid.  What  an  exuberance  of 
2eal  muft  have  animated  thefc  devotees  !  which  neither  fo  dif-* 
taut  and  perilous  a  journey  could  deter,  or  the  inclement  feafon  of 
the  year  cooL  The  prefent  winter  was  accounted  more  rigorous 
than  had  been  for  fome  years  remembered,  particularly  in  the 
quarter  of  Mufchid  and  Nifliabor,  where  two  of  thefe  pilgrims 
had  perilhed  in  the  fnow,  and  others  had  loft  their  limbs  by  the 
Ibvcrity  of  the  frbft. 

In  that  band,  which  rulhed  into  our  apartment,  was  a  peifon 
y/iho  feemed  to  take  the  avowed  lead ;  he  was  better  equipped  than 
his  ailbciates,  and  wore,  on  his  head  the  infignia  of  a  hac^i  ;^  a 
pilgrim^  who  iiipplied  the  place  of  a  fervant,  began  to  reconpoitre 
the  room,  and  as  foon  as  he  had  noticed  its  fituation,  he  diilodged* 
without  cerccDony,  and  with. much  facility  from  one  of  its  corners, 
the  very  portable  chattels  of  our  poor  jcnollah^  and  in  the  vcdce  of 
authority,  declared  the  place  dffigned  to  the  ufe  of  the  hadji«  whom 
he  reprcfented  to  be  of  fuperior  rank  and  importance.    .      . 

The  hadji  took  hi&  ftat  with  a  fokmn  aii*,  and  looking  haugh- 
tily around,  he  threvr  his  eye  on  me^  and  immediately  a^ked,.QC 
rather  demanded  my  name  and  bufmefs*     The  quellion  was  con-: 

*  They  were  chiefly  inhabitants  of  Tabriz,  the  andcnt  Taurfs,.!  beKeye,  a  town 
in  the  province  of  A|derbeijan. 
J    t  ioii^rfiaJt  \$JL  ftrip  of  cl9ih.*tamniotily.green,  roUeiixaihe  edge  of  the  jcapu   . : 

X  2  veyed 
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veyed  in  a  manner  which  fully  evinced  the  power  of  the  interro- 
gator ;  indeed  I  quickly  faw,  from  the  party's  deference  to  him,  the 
neceflity  of  obferving  a  refpedlful  conduit  to  this  fuperb  Ma- 
hometan. I  told  him  that  I  was  an  Arab,  travelling  to  MuC- 
chid  ;  but  judge  of  my  confuiion,  when  the  hadji  began  to  fpeak 
jn  my  fuppofed  language.  Endeavouring  to  fupprefs  my  embar- 
raflfment  at  fo  complete  a  conviflion  of  falfity,  I  obferved,  that 
I  had  afTumed  the  name  of  an  Arab,  for  the  purpofe  of  travel- 
ing with  more  fafety ;  but  that  I  was  a  native  of  Kafhmirc» 
proceeding  on  a  niercantile  concern  to  Mazanderan.  Such  Ho-^ 
ries,  which  in  the  eaft  may  be  defcribed  by  the  fmoother  term^ 
Emulation,  are  in  common  ufe  among  Afiatic  travellers ;  and  un- 
kfs  other  teftknony  corroborates  thdr  relations,  little  credit  !& 
given,  nor  is  much  expeited.  It  is  fufficient  that  their  true  flory 
remains  concealed. 

This  emendation  of  my  account,  produced  no  apparent  fur^* 
prize,  nor  any  further  interrogation  i  and  from  the  mode  of  the 
hadji*s  behaviour,  it  was  evident  that  I  had  not  fuffered  in  his^ 
opinion.  The  laft  year  of  my  life  had  been  occupied  in  an  in- 
varied  fcene  of  difguife,  with  a  language  wholly  fabricated  to  pre- 
ferve  it  %  fo  that,.  God  forgive  me,  I  never  wanted  a  ready  talc  for 
current  ufe.  I  have  now  only  to  hope,  that  when  it  may  be  no 
longer  expedient  to  fupport  the  part  hitherto  fo  fuccefsfully  main- 
tained, I  (hall  be  enabled  to  throw  off  the  cloak  with  all  its  garni-^ 
ture  for  evera,    Thehadji  was  a  rcfident  of  Balfrofli,  the  piriocipal 

town 
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town  of  Mazanderan,  where  he  maintained  a  confiderable  traffic ; 
he  had  joined  the  Tabrez  pilgrims  at  Mufchid,  and  was  now  on 
the  way  back  to  his  own  province.  The  occafion  of  accompany- 
ing this  party  was  not  to  be  foregone;  as  few  roads  are  of  more 
dangerous  paffage,  than  that  from  Turftiifti  to  the  Cafpian  fea, 
and  confequently  not  much  frequented.  The  hadji,  to  whom  I 
applied  for  a  paflage  to  Balfrofti,  afFefled  to  lay  various  obftacles 
in  my  way,  and  feeing  my  anxiety  to  proceed,  he  made  his  bargain 
conformably,  that  i5,  he  ftipulated  for  a  double  amount  of  the 
tffual  hire. 

The  territory  of  Turftiifli,  which  takes  in  about ■ 

miles  from  caft  to  weft,  and  nearly  half  that  fpace  in  latitudinal 
diredion,  is  held  by  Abedullah,  an  independant  Perfian  chief;  he 
ieems  to  be  forty  years  of  age,  has  a  refpeftable  appearance,  and 
afTumes  that  air  of  gravity  which  ftrongly  pervades  the  manneis  of 
the  higher  claffes  of  Mahometans.  His  adminiftration  is  well 
liked  by  the  people,  who  feem  to  aft  and  fpeak  very  much  at 
their  cafe.  Paflengers  are  never  interrogated,  nor  is  a  paffport 
required. 

Adjoining  to  old  Turlhifh,  called  alfo  Sultanabad,  which  is 
cf  fmall  compaisy  and  furrounded  with  a  wall,  Abedullahas  built 
a  new  town,  in  an  angle  of  which  (lands  the  karavanfera,  the  only 
one  I  have  feen  in  Perfia,  which  is  not  interiorly  fupplied  with 
water.  The  chief  and  his  officers  refide  in  the  new  quarter,  where 
is  alfo  held  the  market,  which  the  inhabitants  lay,  has  not  been 

lb 
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fo  well  fuppUed,  fmce  the  4%^^^^  troops  have  laid  wafle  the 
4ifli  ids  of  Mufchld^  and  thereby  impeded  the  traffic  of  this  quar* 
ter  of  Khorafan. 

'The  trade  of  Turfliifti,  arifes  chiefly  from  the  import  of  in- 
digo and  other  dyes  from  the  weftward,  woollen  cloths,  and  rice, 
which  is  fcantily  produced  in  this  vicinity,  from  Hera(.     4ind 

the  chief  article  of  export  feems  to  be  iron,  wrought  in  thick 

* 

plates.     The  fmall  quantity  of  European  cloths  required  at  Tur* 

fhifli,  is  brought  from  Mazanderan,  by  the  way  of  Shahi;ocft,  or 

from  Ghilan,   by  the  way  of  the  great  road  of  Yezd.     About 

one  hundred  Hindoo  families  from  Moultan  and  Jeflilmere;  are 

^Aablifhed   in   this   town,    which   is    the  extreme  limit  of  their 

emigration  on  this  fide  of  Perfia  5  they  occupy  a  quarter  in  which 

no  Mahometan  is  permitted  to  refide,  and  where  they  condu£tcd 

bufmeis   without  moleftation  or  infult :   and  I  was  UQt  a  little 

furprized  to  fee  thofe  of  the  Bramin   (c£t^   diilinguifhed  by  th( 

appellation  x>f  Peerzadah,  a  title  which  the  Mahometans  ufually 

beflow  on  the  defcendants  of  their  prophet «     Small  companies 

of  Hindoos  are  alfo  fettled  at  Mufchid,  Yezd^  Kachan^  Cafbin^ 

and  fome  parts  of  the  Cafpian  (hore^    and   more  extenfive  fo- 

cieties  in  the  different  towns  of  the  Perfian  Qulf,   where  they 

maintain  a  navigable  commerce  with  the  weftern  coaft  of  In.dia# 

The  departure  of  our  kafilah  now  drawipg  near,  th«  hadji  pur^ 

chafed  a  horfe  for  my  conveyance^  with  the  mpn^  which  I  bad 

advanced  j   but  not  thinking  my  weight  and  baggage  a  fbificient 

burthen 
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burthen  for  the  aninnal,  by  no  means  a  robuft  one,  ^c  added  two 
heavy  parcels  of  dying  fluffs,  on  which  I  was  to  be  feated.  This 
was  the  moft  rapacious  Mahometan  I  had  yet  known  j  not  fatis- 
fied  with  the  firft  extortion,  he  urged  me  without  intermiffion,  for 
A  loan  of  money,  even  the  moft  trifling  fum ;  in  other  words,  he 
wanted  to  cheat  me.  There  arc^  I  believe,  few  fuch  men  amongft 
Bs  as  Hadji  Mahomet.  He  had  the  reputation  of  being  an  opulent 
merchant,  and  he  was  conne6ted  with  perfons  of  the  firft  rank  in 
liis  couAtry  y  bis  deportment  was  grave  and  dignified  ;  his  manners 
in  comnhon  iritertourfe  were  fo  forcibly  infinuating,  that  he  never 
£ailed  to  pleafe,  even  tfcofe  who  knew  and  had  experienced  his  ill 
qualities  5  he  had,  on  the  ofteirfible  fco re  of  devotion,  made  pil* 
gt'images  in  Arabia,  Turkey^  and  Perfia^  he  prayed  with  unde- 
viatirig  regularity  five  ttm^s  in  the  day,  befides  a  long  roll  of  fu- 
pererogatory  orifons*  Yet  this  man  of  property  and  rank,  of  po- 
lite manners,  and  profefled  fant5lity,  having  in  vain  aimed  at  a 
larger  fum,  importuned  me  in  abje£t  language  to  lend  or  give  him 
half  a  crown.  But  my  feelings  having  become  callous,  from  a 
long  aflbciation,  I  fuppofe,  with  thofe  who  had  none,  I  was  ennbled 
to  withftand,  with  intrepid  coolnefs,  the  intreaties  of  the  hadji,, 
who  feemed  to  take  the  refufal  nothing  amifs ;  indeed  I  ima- 
gine, he  accounted  me  a  perfon  of  difcretion,  and  converfant  im 
the  bufmefs  of  the  world. 

•  .'  That  I  might  the  better  guard  againft  a  fiifpicion  of  the  cha- 
racter I  reprefented,  efpecially  in  the  mind  of  the  hadji,  who  to 

his 
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bis  other  acquirements  united  iiifauable  inquuitivcnfffs,  I  toI»{h^a| 
that  1  was  a  Sooni,  imagining  that  the  lov/  efliniation  in  which 
this  kci  is  held  in  Pcrfia,  would  prevent  further  notice.  The 
hadji  did  not  approve  of  this  chara6ler,  which  was  rarely  fceu, 
and  much  abhorred  in  this  part  of  the  country  -,  nor  would  it  be 
fafe  for  a  Sooni,  he  faid,  to  travel  in  the  fociety  of  Schiah  pilgrims, 
who  elevated  by  their  late  purification  at  Mufchid,  would  affume  a 
merit  from  infulting  and  ill  treating  nie. 

By  the  council  of  Hadji  Mahomed  I  became  a  Schiah»  and 
was  received  among  the  pilgrims  without  a  fcruple.  It  was,  be- 
lieve me,  with  no  little  concern,  that  I  parted  from  the  moIlah> 
who  had  been  to  me  an  ufeful  as  well  as  a  pleafant  corripanion ; 
and  in  the  unreferved  intercoarfe  which  had  for  fome  days  fub- 
fiiled  between  us,  1  experienced  a  plcafure,  the  moi'e  fcnfible,  as 
my  fituation  before  had  been  folitaiy  and  irkfoine«  In  his  deal* 
ings,  I  found  him  pundlually  honed,  for  conceiving  an  attacji- 
ment  to  this  harmlefs  conjuror.  I  ufed  to  make  enquiries  at  the 
places  where  he  made  his  purchafes  for  me,  but  never  difcovered 
a  falfe  charge. 

On  the  morning  of  the  28th  of  December,  left  Turfliifh,  and 
about  noon  arrived  at  the  village  of  Killeelabad,  two  and  a  half - 
furfungs.  Oar  party  confifting  of  about  fix  or  feven  perfons,  the 
Tubrez  having  not  yet  joined,  halted  at  a  fmall  karavanfera,  where 
being  plentifully  fupplied  with  fuel  by  one  of  the  villagers,   to 

whom 
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whom  our  hadji  was  known,  we  paffcd  a  cold  fnowy  night  very 
comfortably.  '  , 

On  the  29th,  at  Hadjiabad,  a  fmall  fort,  three  furfungs. 
When  the  chief  of  this  place  was  informed  that  Hadji  Mahomed 
was  our  leader,  for  though  of  a  diftant  province,  he  was  well 
known  in  Khorafan,  we  were  invited  to  the  fort,  and  hofpitably 
entertained. 

This  day  my  horfc  gave  many  tokens  of  inability  to  fupport 
the  heavy  burthen  that  had  been  laid  upon  him.  He  eat  little, 
fweated  much,  and  often  (tumbled.  In  one  of  4>is  inclinations*  I 
was  thrown  from  my  elevated  feat  wkh  a  violent  (hock,  and  re- 
ceived a  violent  contufion  on  the  hand.  Inftead  of  exprefling  any 
concern  at  the  difafter,  the  hadji  (harply  reprehended  my  want 
of  (kill,  and  predicted  ill  fuccefs  to  my  undertakings. 

At  Hadjiabad  the  pomegranates  are  of  a  delicious  flavor,  a 
property  indeed  of  this  fruit  in  moft  parts  of  Per(ia.  It  has  a  thin 
foft  (kin,  and  contains  a  large  quantity  of  juice,  than  which  tio- 
thing  in  hot  weather,  or  after  fatigue  can  be  more  grateful. 
There  is  a  fpecies  of  the  pomegranate,  in  Perfia  and  alfo  in  Af- 
ghaoiftan,  whofe  granules  are  without  (eed,  called  the  Redana;* 
it  is  of  a  fuperior  kind,  and  generally  fcarce. 

On  the  30th,  at  Nowblehuckum,  three  furfungs,  a  large  and 
populous  village,  where  our  party  was  joined  by  the  Tabrez  pil- 

♦  This  word  in  the  Pcrfic,  fignifics  without  Teed. 

Vol.  II.  Y  grims. 
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grims.  From  Turlhifti  to  this  place,  the  general  dire^ion  of  the 
road^  lay  about  weft ;  the  country  is  open  and  well  cultivated,  but 
like  the  eaftern  divifion  of  Khoraian,  fcantily  fupplied  with  wood 
and  running  water.  At  this  place,  my  endeavour  to  procure  a  ftock 
of  wheat  bread,  to  fupport  me  during  a  three  or  four  days  journey 
over  a  defert,  which  lay  in  the  road,  was  wholly  fruitlefs.  The 
number  of  applicants  for  a  like  provifion  was  fo  great,  and  their 
arguments  from  the  late  meritorious  fervice  they  had  performed, 
was  fo  much  more  efficacious  than  mine,  that  I  was  obliged  to  reft 
fatisfied  with  a  few  barley  cakes« 

Being  thrown  by  a  fort  of  chance,  for  the  two  laft  days,  into 
the  company  of  a  Ghilan  feid,  who  had  been  making  the  pilgri- 
mage of  Mufchid,  we  agreed  after  a  (hort  preliminary,  to  place  in 
a  common  ftock  our  provifions  and  good  offices.  Man  you  know 
of  all  created  beings,  is  the  leaft  fitted,  and  the  leaft  defirous  to  live 
alone.  It  is  true,  that  if  not  funk  by  vice,  or  fafcinated  by  diflipa- 
tion,  he  will  occafionally  fly  from  the  fatigues  of  bufmefs,  the  rapid 
hurry  of  crowds,  and  feeking  the  (hade  of  retirement,  folace  and 
exercife  his  intellectual  faculties.  But  when  he  has  breathed  out 
his  day  of  contemplation,  he  is  often  feen  returning  from  the 
world  he  fled  from,  with  a  fond  folicitude.  It  is  not  for  me  to 
expatiate  on  the  pleafures  and  ufes  of  fociety,  the  fubjed:  has  for 
ages  fallen  under  the  moft  extenfive  and  erudite  difeuffion  i  nor 
can  the  pen  of  a  journalift  give  it  additional  luftre.  I  will  now 
only  ohlerve,  that  after  a  tedious  fatiguing  journey,  it  was  with  a 

high 
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high  relifbi  I  fat  down  to  a  homely  meal  with  this  feid,  whofe  re- 
marks and  fingular  opinions  on  the  fubje6t  of  religion,  never  failed 
to  give  amufement  and  information. 

On  the  31ft,  at  Durroona,  feven  furfungs,  a  fmali  village,  li- 
tuate  near  the  weftern  boundary  of  the  territoiy  of  Abedullah,  the 
road  led  in  a  weftern  direftion  through  a  barren  country.  In 
croflinga  fteep  rivulet,  during  this  day's  journey,  my  horle  precipi- 
tated me  with  the  hadji*s  bags  of  dye  into  the  middle  of  it,  where  we 
were  difcovered  lying  by  this  now  enraged  Mahometan.  He  fmote 
his  beard  until  his  anger  found  utterance,  when  he  poured  on  me  a 
torrent  of  abufe,  and  charging  his  ill  fortune  to  my  fcandalous  omif- 
fion  of  the  ftated  prayers  of  a  MufTulman,  he  declared  that  I  (liould 
indemnify  the  lo(s  of  his  paint  to  the  laft  farthing. 

On  the  ift  January,  1784,  having  travelled  eight  furfung.% 
through  a  defert,  wliich  was  interfperfed  with  low  hills  and  a 
thin  fcatteiing  wood,  we  halted  on  an  eminence,  where  the  fnow 
which  covered  it,  fupplied  our  water.  My  horfe  became  fb  much 
enfeebled,  that  he  was  unable  to  carry  me  with  the  other  part 
of  his  loads  and  I  fliould  have  been  left  on  the  ground,  had 
not  fome  of  the  paffengcrs  who  were  apprized  of  the  extraor- 
dinary fum  which  I  had  paid  for  hire,  warmly  cxpoftulatcd  with 
the  hadji  on  the  injuftice  of  his  conduft ;  fomewhat  abaflied  at 
the  remonftrance,  and  fearful  perhaps  of  a  more  general  attack' 
on  the  many  weak  fides  of  his  chara£ler,  the  hadji  procured  a 
horfe,  from  a  peifbn  who  was  proceeding :t wo  ftages  on  our  road, 

Y  2  and 
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and  who  for  a  fmall  gain»  confented  to  difmount  and  incur  an 
cxceflive  fatigue. 

The  domeftic  aflbciate  of  Hadji  Mahomed,   havmg  feen  hh 
patron  treat  m^  with  negledt,  and  often  with  rudenefs,  thought 
that  he  might  with  impunity  indulge  a  like  fpirit ;    but  feeing 
no  reafon  to  ftiew  him  the  refpeft  which  I  obferved  to  the  hadji> 
I  was  provoked  this  evening  to  give  him. a  fmart  chaftifement, 
and  in  the  Engtifh  manner  ^  a  fpecies  of  attack  as  novel  to  him. 
as  it  was  efficacious,  and  which  furpriaed  the  pilgrims,  who  be« 
ftowed  on  me  a  general  applaufe.     In  thk  occurrence,  you  wiU 
perceive  the  eflential  advantages  of  my  Mahometan  character :  for 
ia  my.  real  one  no  affront,  however  infblent,  or  opprobrious  could 
have  warranted,  any  a£live  refentment  s  the  only  refource  would 
have  been  a  iilent  patience ;  it  is  indeed  often  necefiary  to  afluage 
the  ofFender*s  wrath,  to  avert  a  further  outrage.    The  penalty  that 
would  probably  be  inflifted  on  aChridian,  hardy  enough  to  lift  his 
hand  in  this  part  of  Perfia,.  againfl:  a  Mahometan^t  would  be  a  heavy 
fine  or  fevere  corporal  puniflim^it. 

The  Armenians  who  vifit  moft  of  the  quarters  of  weftern  Afia, 
are  feldom^  feen  on  this  road,  dreading  equally  the  inimical  dif po^^- 
iition  and  inveterate  prejudices  of  the  inhabitants  to  all  thofe  of 
a  different  faith,  and  the  incurficms  of  the  Turkoman  Tartars, 

On  the  2d,  at  Towrone,  five  furfungs,  a  fmall  fortified  village,, 
fituate  in  the  diftri€ts  of  Ifmael  Khan-,  an  independant  chief,  who 
alfi)  claims  the  defert,  extending  from  Deronne^to  this  phce ;  nor  is 

it 
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.  k  probable  that  the  property,  will  ever  be  difputed.  Many  travellers^ 
k  is  faid,  have  peri(hed  in  this  track,  from  the  intenfe  heats  and  a 
fcarcity  of  water,  which  in  the  courfe  <rf  the  firft  ftage,  is  procured 
but  in  one  fpot,  by  digging  finall  wells^ 

We  learned  that  a  party  of  fifty  Turcoman  horfe,  had  yefter** 
day  pafled  under  the  walls  of  Towrone^  in  the  way  to  their  own 
country.  Theie  fierce  free-booters  who  wage  a  common  war  on 
the  Periians,  cnflave  as  well  as  plunder  thofe  who  fall  into  their 
hasidsi  To  prevent  an  cfcape,  the  captives  are  fent  into  the  inte- 
rior parts  of  the  country,  where  they  are  employed  in  tending  the 
tiumerous  droves  of  cattle  and  horfes,  with  which  Tartary  abounds. 
They  arcalfo  occafionally  fold  to  the  Kalmucks,  the  mod  rude  and 
£u/age  of  all  the  Tartar  race.*  A  flavery  with  thefe  is  fpoken  of  with 

horror^. 


*  One  of  the  names  of  a  native  of  Tartary,  in  the  language  of  his  country^  is  Tat« 
ter  and.  Tattaur.  Having  often  indulged  a  curioHty  in  fearching  for  the  etimology  of 
Afiatie  names,  which  though  not  tending  to  the  developement  of  any  important  facts, 
■My  refled  fubordinate  lights,  1  have  been  induced  to  infert  fome  of  them  in  this  place. 

The  term,  Ferung  or  b  eringhee,  a  name  commonly  applied  at  this  day  amon^  moft 
of  the  nations  of  vfia,  except  the  Chinefe,  feems  to  be  derived  from  Frank,  an  ap- 
pellation by  which  the  Crufade  Chriftians  were  indifcrimiaately  defcribed  by  the  inha» 
bitants  of  Afia  Minor. 

Saracen  one  of  the  names  formerly  given  to  the  people  of  Arabia,  may  on  a  ground 
Atr  enough  be  deduced  from  Sahara,  which  to  the  Arabic^  flgnifies  a  defert,  and  may 
with  equal  propriety  be  given  to  the  inhabitant  of  a  barren  region,  as  the  term  High"* 
hnder,  among  us,  to  th  rei>dent  of  a  mountainous  country ;  and  1  am  the  more  induced 
ta  adopt  the  probable  truth  of  this  derivation,  as  it  was  pointed  out  to  me  by  the  moft 
accurate  fcholar  ^the  pjrcfem  Archbilbop  of  YoikJ  of  our  Country, 

The 
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horror,  and  accounted  worfe  than  death.  The  Turcomans  of  this 
day»  are  a  tribe  of  no  important  note: ;  and  their  military  opera- 
tions are  directed  chiefly  to  the  attack  of  karavans  and  dcfencelefs 
villages.  They  are  no  longer  that  great  and  powerful  people 
i?vhich  produced  a  Zinjis  and  a  Timur  j  the  conquerors  of  Afia, 
whofe  pofterity  were  feen  in  this  country,  feated  on  the  mod: 
fplendid  throne  of  the  world.  It  is  now  received  as  a  general  poll* 
lion  of  hiftory,  that  thofe  immenfe  bodies  of  foldicrs  which  (pread 
over  and  ultimately  fubdued  the  dominion  of  Rome,  under  the 
name  of  Goths  and  Vandals,  were  the  Tartars  of  Bochara^  Khetva 
and  the  fhores  of  the  Cafpian.  The  prefent  chief  of  the  Turcoman 
tribe,  refides  at  Bochara,  where  he  keeps  a  moderate  court,  and  ex- 
crcifes  a  very  limited  power.  The  Tartars  of  the  more  ea(le(ii  re^ 
gions,  the  modern  conquerors  of  China,  who  may  be  ranged  under 
the  common  defignation  of  Kalmucks  and  Monguls,  are  divided 
into  v»*ious  roving  herds,  and  would  feem  to  be  no  longer  a  caufe  of 
dread  to  the  fouthern  nations  of  Afia. 

Preparing  this  morning  to  proceed,  I  could  neither  find  the 
horfe  I  had  ridden  yefterday,  nor  its  mafter,  who  it  appeared  had 
proceeded  alone  an  hour  before  the  departure  of  the  party.    The 


The  Mahometan  fubje3s  of  the  Ottoman  empire,  are  known  in  Europe  by  tht 
common  name  of  Turks,  which  immediately  accords  with  one  cf  the  grand  defigna- 
tions  u!ed  by  the  Tartars,  who  wrefted  that  region  from  the  Arabian  khaliphat.  And 
a  caufe  of  a  fimilar  nature  has  probably  induced  many  of  the  Hindoo  traders^  to  apply 
the  fame  denomination  to  the  Mahometans  of  India, 

road 
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road  being  covered  with  a  deep  fnow^  it  was  with  great  fatigue 
and  exertions  I  could  overtake  the  deierter^  who  frankly  faid^  that 
he  was  apprehenfive  of  not  being  paid  by  the  hadji,  but,  that  if  I 
would  anfwer  for  the  payment  of  the  hire,  I  might  immediately 
mount  his  fleed.  The  adjuftment  being  fpeedily  made,  I  rode  OQ 
to  Towrone ;  from  whence  I  fent  back  this  fame  perfon,  on  whom 
money  had  irrefiftible  force,  to  bring  the  hadji^s  tired  horfe>  which 
I  learned  from  fome  of  the  paifengers^  was  fcarcely  able  to  crawL 
Fearful  of  being  altogether  abandoned  by  Hadji  Mahomet^  I  found 
it  neceflary  to  fpeak  to  him  in  tmreferved  language^  which  was 
firongly  fupported  by  a  Perfian  merchant,  whofe  notice  I  had  aC'^ 
quired,  and  after  much  oppofition,  became  fuccefsfuL 

On  the  2^^  the  kafilah  halted  in  a  defert,  eight  furfungs,  at  a 
finall  ftream,  the  only  water  feen  in  the  courfe  of  this  day'^s  jour« 
ney ;  the  Ghilan  feid  and  I  had  filled  our  bottle  for  mutual  ufe« 
and  the  bread,  cheefe,  and  onions,  which  fupplied  our  evening 
meal,  giving  me  a  violent  thirft,  I  made  frequent  applications  to 
our  water  flock*  The  feid,  feeing  that  I  had  taken  more  than  a 
juft  portion,  required  tliat  the  refidue  ihould  be  refcrved  for  his 
ceremonial  ablutions » 

While  the  feid  retired  to  pray,  I  went  in  fearch  of  fuel, 
and  returning  fivft  to  our  quarter,  I  haftily  drarxk  off  the  re- 
maining water,  and  again  betook  myfelf  .to  wood-cutting,  that 
I  might  not  be  difcovcred  near  the  emp  y  veffcl  by  my  affociate, 
who  had  naturally   an  irafcible  temper.     When  1  fuppoied  he 

had 
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Iiad  returned  from  his  prayer,  I  brought  in  a  large  load  of  wood, 
which  I  threw  on  the  ground  with  an  air  of  great  fatigue,  aid 
of  having  done  a  meritorious  fervice.  "  Aye,"  fays  he,  *^  while 
"  I  like  a  true  believer  have  been  performing  my  duty  to  Gck), 
*^  and  <  you  toiling  to  procure  us  firing  £3r  this  cold  night, 
*^  fome  hardened  kaufir,  who  I  wifh  may  never  drink  again  in 
^*  this  world,  has  plundered  the  pittance  of  water  which  was 
**  fct  apart  for  my  ablutions/'  He  made  ftri6l  fearch  among 
cur  neighbours  for  the  perpetrator  of  this  robbery,  as  he  termed 
it  but  receiving  no  fatisfadlory  information,  he  deliberately  de- 
liarered  him  or  them  to  the  charge  of  every  devil  in  the  infernal 
.catalogue,  and  went  grumbling  to  fleep. 

'  Oh  the  ^tb,  at  Khanahoody,  eight  fuifungs^  a  fortified  and 
populous  village,  the  refidence  of  Ifmael  Khan,  who  pofielTes  a 
finall  independant  territory  in  this  quarter.  The  road  from 
Towrone,  led  in  a  weftern  direction,  through  a  defert  track,  In-- 
terfperfed  with  low  and  bare  hills. 

About  three  miles  to  the  eaftward  of  Khanahoody,  a  chain 
of  mountains,  of  the  4nedium  altitude^  extends  in  a  north  and 
fouth  dire£tion,  whofe  weftern  face  is  confiderably  higher  than 
that  to  the  eaftward.  This  branch  of  hills,  which  feem  to 
have  a  long  fcope^  has  efFe£ted  a  grand  change  in  the  courfe 
of  the  running  waters.  The  ftreams  on  the  weftem  fide,  have 
/a  fouth*w«ft  current,  and  How,  I  imagine,  into  the  Cafpian  fea,. 
or   into   the   head   of  the  gulf  of  Perfia^  while  thofe  oa  the 

eaftem 
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eaftem  fide,  are  probably  carried  to  the  more  fouthern  (hores 
of  the  Gulf. 

From  the  fummlt  of  the  Khanahoody  hills,  is  feen,  to  the 
weft  and  north-weft,  a  wide  extended  plain,  thickly  covered 
with  villages  and  arable  lands ;  nor  does  a  rifing  ground  in  this 
direflion  interrupt  the  utmoft  fcope  of  the  eye.  Here  I  muft 
note,  that  this  quarter  of  Perfia  has  now  alTumed  its  moft  un- 
favorable appearance;  It  being  the  depth  of  winter,  when  little 
vegetation  is  feen  an  the  ground,  and  not  a  leaf  on  the  trees: 
This  day  died  mi  old  man  o£  our  party,  who  had  been  long 
ailing ;  and  what  was  rather  Angular,  his  death  happened  while 
he  was  on  horfeback. 

On  the  5th|  at  Beaijumuhd,  three  furfongs,  a  populous 
village  in  the  diftri6ts  of  Ifmad  Khan.  Halted  on  the  6th,  on 
account  of  the  ficknefs  of  our  kafilah  dire£tor.  Two  of  the 
pilgrims  who  were  carpenters,  made  a  litter  for  him,  which  was 
furniftied  with  poles  like  a  fedan,  and  carried  by  two  mules, 
one  of  which  was  yoked  before  and  the  other  behind  the  feat. 

On  the  7th,  at  Nafirabad,  nine  furfungs,  a  fmall  fortrefs 
in  ruins,  fituate  on  an  eminence.  We  pafTed  at  about  midway 
through  two  uninhabited  villages  near  each  other,  Kow  and 
KaufF,  noted  places  of  rendezvous  of  the  Turkoman  banditti, 
and  ftanding  on  one  .of  the  grand  roads  from  Per^a  into  -  Tar« 
tary.  On  approaching  Nafirabad,  I  obierved  numerous  bones  of 
a  large  fize  ftrewed  on  the  ground,  and  which  I  learned  were 
Vol,  IL  Z  the 
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the  remains  of  fome  of  the  elephants  of  Nadir  Shah>  who  had 
ordered  them  to  be  fent  into  the  fbuthern  provinces,  where  the 
warmth  of  climate  is  better  adapted  to  the  health  of  thole  ani« 
mats  t  hot  many  of  them  died  on  the  journey. 

P£RSiA,  fince  its  empire  has  been  rent  into  pieces^  has  fuf* 
fered  fevere  deva{):ations>  and  has  been  grievoaOy  depopulated* 
The  various  petty  chiefs,  who  hcid  themfelves  but  the  rulers  of  a 
day,  are  often  incited  to  opprefs  the  inhabitants,  and  impofe 
heavy  taxes  on  the  merchant ;  yet  thefe  exactions  might  recdve 
feme  alleviation,  did  the  governors  eicert  any  aCtive  efforts  in  de» 
fending  their  diftriSis  from  the  depredations  of  the  Tartar s»  who, 
even  in  parties  of  a  hundred,  are  fcouring  the  country  from  Muf^ 
chid  to  the  Caffnan  &a ;  and  in  the  courit  of  this  laft  year,  a  body 
of  theni>  lefs  than  a  thou^d,  had  penetrated  to  the  environs  of 
Ifpahan.  Such  a£l:s  of  unreftrained  violence,  marked  with  every 
fp^cies  of  barbarity,  will  point  out  fome  of  the  evils,  which  have 
this  day  overwhelmed  Perfia^  which  muft  remain  iunk  in  this  in^ 
glorious  obfcurity,  until  fome  future  hero  fhall  deftroy  the  prefent 
pigmy  race,  and  raifing  the  ftrufture  of  a  new  empire,  fliall  col* 
left  its  ftrength,  and  impart  to  it  vigorous  adtion. 

All  the  towns,  villages^  and  eveu  the  fmalleft  hamlets  in^ 
the  northern  divifion  of  Perfia>  though  but  at  the  diftance  of 
half  a  mile  from  each  other^  are  furrounded  with  walls,  which 
feem  to  have  been  erected  more  as  a  (helter  againft  domeftic 
robbery   and  private  fieuds,  thaa  the  aifault  of  an  enemy.    In 

conlidering 
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confidering  the  perpetual  alarms,  folicitude  and- machinations, 
which  mud  neceiTarily  agitate  the  inhabitants  of  this  region,  we 
are  at  a  lofs,  whether  to  confider  them  more  as  objects  of  re- 
proach for  the  depravity  of  their  manners,  or  of  pity,  at  view- 
ing  the  ftate  of  national  debafement,  to  which  they  have  been 
precipitated  by  the  declenfion  of  their  empire. 

On  the  8th,  at  Shahroot^  alfo  called  Buftan,  four  furfung$, 
II  fcnall  but  populous  town«  From  Nowblehuckum,  the  ro^d 
lay  abou  tweft  to  Towrone^  whence  it  had,  I  apprehend,  a  weft 
by  north  'direction  to  Shahroot.*  The  horfe  which  I  had  hired 
from  the  hadji  to  carry  me  to  Mazanderan>  having  died  this 
day,  I  was  detained  on  the  road*  to  take  care  of  my  little 
chattels,  which  muft  have  been  loft^  had  not  ibme  of  my  kd^ 
iilah  acquaintances  each  conveyed  a  portion,  though  their  horfe^ 
werp  much  jaded. 

Passing  over  a  fertile  well  watered  plain,  which  furrounds, 
to  a  wide  fpace,  the  town  of  Shahroot,  I  came  late  in  the  evening 
to  the  karavanfera,  where  I  found  the  Ghilan  feid  in  pofTeHlon  of 
gn  apartpient,  which  he.  had  taken  for  our  joint  ufe.  The  cold 
was  here  extremely  intenfe,  and  had  reached  the  pointy  which  tl)e 
Perfians  with  a  peculiar  force  of  expreilion,  term  the  Zerb  Zim^ 
jniftan,  the  ftroke  of  winter.    The  fnow  fell  thickly  about  us, 


*  The  Tabrcz  pilgrims  left  Shahroot|  about  five  miles  to  tbe  right  or  weft^ard, 
and  proceeded  towards  their  own  country  by  the  way  of  Simna  and  Cafbin. 

Z  z  and 
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and  the  piercing  north  wind  made  every  creature  fhrink  from  its 
blaft^  nor  were  there  many  cordials  at  hand  to  qualify  thcfe 
rigors. 

Firing  is  fcarcer  here  than  in  any  part  of  Khorafan,  it  is  of 
a  bad  quality  for  fuel,  and  much  of  it  is  of  a  green  wood.  Our 
lodging  had  no  aperture  but  the  door^  which  the  feid,  to  icreen 
himfelf  from  the  cold  kept  (hut  j  nor  could  my  moft  eameft  in* 
treaty  obtain  any  opening  for  the  difcharge  of  the  fmoke.  The 
only  material  differences  indeed  exifting  between  us.  arofe  from 
thisi  and  another  defpotic  arrangement  of  the  feid,  which  ufed  tQ 
caufe  fortie  warm  debates. 

It  was  my  bufinefs,  being  the  more  aftive  member,  to  putv 
chafe,  and  bring  in  fuel,  and  before  day  light,  to  procure  water 
and^  a  light  to  warm  the  feid,  and  enable  him  to  perform  the  ab* 
lution  preparatory  to  prayer,  an  omiffion  of  which  he  would  have 
dreaded  za  the  prccur for  of  fome  dire  calamity.  The  feid  confented 
to  kindle  the  fire,  an  office  which  I  could  never  perform  without 
fufFering  acute  pain  in  my  eyes  from  the  fmofce.  Thus  were  our 
labours,  on  principles  fair  enough,  mutually  divided ;  but  when 
we  came  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  it,  this  defcendant  of  his  prophet, 
wrapped  in  a  large  cloak  made  of  flieep  (kins,  would  take  fb  un«« 
accommodating  a  poft  at,  or  rather  over  our  fmall  fire,  which  wa> 
in  a  manner  embraced  by  the  extended  (kirts  of  his  garment,  that 
I  received  no  warrrth ;  and  I  (hould  not  have  known  that  a  fire 
^a&  in  the  room,  l^ut  for  a  profufion  of  fmoke^  I  neyer  remem- 
ber 
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ber  to  have  fufFered  fo  much  inconvcniency  from  the  cold ;  nor 
could  alJ  my  wardrobe,  heaped  at  once  on  my  body,  keep  me 
from  (hivering.  My  anger  would  often  break  out  to  an  extreme 
height  at  the  ieid's  total  feizure  of  the  fire-place,  and  excited  vtrf 
impaffioned  language ;  but  which  he  never  failed  to  allay,  by  fet« 
ting  forth,  that  he  was  old  and  infirm,  that  he  had  forgone  all 
his  domeftic  comforts,  which  were  many,  to  vtfit  in  the  depth  o£ 
winter  a  diftant  flirine,  and  that  in  confideration  of  a  deed  To  mc^ 
ritorioiiSy  and  alio  of  his  holy  defcent,  it  was  my  duty  to  affift 
and  indulge  his  wants. 

My  difpofition  towards  him,  and  a  knowledge  of  mod  of  the 
fafks  fet  forth  9  made  his  arguments  unanfwerable ;  and  in  retunt 
for  the  furrender  of  the  hearth,  I  was  invited  to  Ghilan,  where  he 
promifed  to  give  me  a  wife  out  of  his  family,  and  fuitable  provi^ 
fion  for  my  maintenance.  Such  was  the  ordinary  refult  of  oos 
bickerings^  and  it  always  tended  to  make  the  conneftion  more 
cordial,  fn  my  little  difputes  on  the  road,  the  feid  gave  me  vigCN 
rous  fupport,  and  when  any  particular  enquiry  was  made  aboat 
my  perfbn,  which  it  fometimes  produced,  he  would  imm^iately 
aiKrt  that  I  belonged  to  him.  I  have  been  received  as  his  (on,  by 
thofe  who  only  knew  us  en  paflant  s  nor  did  our  appearance  di& 
credit  the  belief,  for  we  were  naturally  of  a  fair  complexion,  of 
the  fame  ftature,  with  greyifh  eyes. 

At    Shahroot  we  v/ere  ftequently  vifited  by  a  Mazanderan 

fhoe-' 
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fhoemaker,*  the  raoft  efFerverfcent  zealot,  that  ever  counted  hi< 
beads  or  entered  a  mofque.  Having  thrown  afide  his  tools  and 
committed  the  (hop  to  the  management  of  his  wife,  he  had  laid 
out  the  greateft  portion  of  his  ^property  on  a  horfe,  and  a  large 
koran,  and  m.ade  the  grand  tour  of  all  the  celebrate  pilgri- 
mages in  Perfia.  But  he  grievoufly  lamented  that  the  narrow 
ftate  of  his  fortunes,  would  not  permit  a  vifitation  at  the  holy 
tomb  of  his  prophet,  which  only  could  make  his  death  eafy, 
and  -his  afTurance  of  He^en  well  founded.  Excluiive  of  the  acm 
djuned  prayers,  he  pra€tifed  many  of  a  fubfidiary  quality,  whidi 
might  be  termed  the  half  notes  of  fupplication,  and  thefe  were 
inceflbntly  whined  out  with  a  de^  naial  tone,  and  foroetimes 
when  his  ipirit  was  violently  agitated,  he  would  diichaige  them 
with  a  1)eUow,  as  if  he  meant  to  batter  down  the  gates  of  Fa-* 
radiie  by.ikorm. 

This  ihoemoker  was  a  little  man,  extrtoieljr  iraCcible,  and 
though  immerfed  in  devotion,  he  ^  not  ihew  the  fmalleft  re- 
niflion  in  the  management  of  his  temporal  concerns.  In  an 
ritercatum  with  the  feid,  about  the  adjuibntnt  of  a.  very  fmall 
aocQunt,  not  more  than  three  halfpence,  a  furious  conteft  arofe 
which  terminated  wholly  in  favor  of  the  flioemaker,  his  language 
which  run  with  an  obfireperous  fluency, .  fhinned  and  greatly  ter- 

*  The  Pcrfian  Qtoemaker  i<  not  as  in  India  of  the  loweft  ranks  of  the  people,  but 
clafles  among  the  moft  reputable  tradefmen  of  bis  country. 

rified 
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rificd  my  companion,  who  hearing  himfelf  in  a  breath  called 
Chriftian,  Jew,  and  Infidel,  fled  from  the  combat  with  precipi- 
tancy. This  faid  flioemaker,  by  an  ill-timed  intrufion>  had  dif* 
covered  me  taking  fome  money  out  of  my  purie ;  and  imme- 
diately retiring,  declared  to  all  the  people  of  the  karavanfera,  that 
the  kachmiry^  my  travelling  name  at  that  time,  was  poiTefTed  of 
a  large  tieafure  in  gold  and  diamonds,  which  he  himfelf  had  feen. 

Such  a  difcovery  in  a  country  governed  even  by  the  moft 
falutary  laws,  might  have  endangered  my  property  and  pe^fon, 
but  in  this  quarter  of  tht  world,  where  .a  man^s  throat  is  often 
cut  for  the  fee  fimple  of  his  cloak,  it  placed  me  in  eminent  periL 
But  the  chain  of  favorable  events,  tittle  ftrengthened  by  my  own 
merits,  which  had  propitiously  condu6ted  .me  from  the  banks  of 
the  Ganges^  thr^igh  niany  an  inholpital^e  traibk^  ftill  cohtini»d 
to  lead  n^e  on  fafely. 

Having  no  important  matter  to  lay  before  you,  Ifriuftexf 
tend  my  tgotifms,  and  inform  you  that  Hadji  Mahomet,  hAviAg 
now  arrived  in  the  territory  of  the  Mazanderail  chiefs  by  whdm 
he  was  favwed,  threw  off  all  refenre;  he  plainly  told  me,  that 
ihftead  of  looking  to  him  for  a  future  conveyante,  1  ihould  think 
myfelf  fortunate  in  not  being  Charged  witii  the  price  of  his  hoilfe^ 
and  the  daokage  done  to  his  wares.  Seeing  him  equally  eikipot^red 
as  difpofed  to  do  me  an  injury,  I  cheerfully  cancelled  my  en- 
gagements with  him,  on  the  provifo  of  obt^ning  his  protcftion 
during  the  journey  to  Mazanderan. 

Saah- 
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Shahroot,  with  its  independant  diftri£ls  including  Nafir- 
abad,  pertains  properly,  I  believe,  to  theKhorafan  divifion,  though 
it  now  holds  of  Afterabad,*  which  with  Mazanderan  and  Hazaar- 
Tirreeb  is  governed  by  Aga  Mahomed  Khan,  one  of  the  niott 
important  chiefs,  now  remaining  in  Pcrfia,  The  town  of  Shahroot 
is  fmall  and  furrounded  in  fome  parts  with  a  Aight  earthen  wall. 
The  houfes  from  a  want  of  wood  are  built  of  unbumt  bricks, 
and  covered  witl>  a  flat  arch  of  the  :fame  materials. 

Many  people  are  feca*  in  this  vicinity,  whofe  nofes,  fingers, 
and  toes,  have  been  deftroyed  by  the  frod,  which  is  faid  to  be 
feverer  at  Shahroot,  than  any  part  of  Perfia.  The  principal  traf- 
fiek  of  this  diftridt  arifes  from  the  export  of  cotton,  unwrought 
ikod  in  thread,  to  M^izanderail ;  and  the  returns  from  thence  are 
budt  in  Rufliau  bar-iron  and  fteel,  a  little  broad-cloth,  chiefly 
of  Dutch  manufa£ture,  copper  and  cbtlery.  •  Sugar,  from  its  high 
fErice,  beilig  rarely  ufed  hy  the  lower  dafs  of  Periian^,  thciy  have 
^pted  to  its  purpodes  a  fyrup  called  Sheerah,  made  of  the 
infpifiated  juice  of  grapes ;  but  it  ieemed  to  be  of  an  irritating 
and  inflammable  quality;  and  moft  of  them  mix  with  their 
^od  the  expcelied  juice  of  the  four  pomegranate,  which  makes 
9  high  flavored  and  falobrious  add. 

On  the  the  J7th  of  January,  I  joined  a  cotton  kafilah,  and 

*  :Shahroot  lyes  abotut  one  hundred  miles  to  the  eaftward  of  the  town,  of  Afterabtd* 

•  proceeded 
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proceeded  to  Dhey*  MoUah,  a  foiall  walled  village,  four  furfungs. 
The  horfe  which  I  had  hired  at  Shahroot  was  ftrong  and  well 
paced,  and  promifed  to  be  a  very  valuable  acquifition,  as  a  great 
part  of  the  Mazanderan  road,  lies  over  a  mountainous  country, 
covered  with  forefts  aqd  interfered  by  rapid  flreams. 

At  Dhey  Mollah,  the  feid  and  I  were  entertained  with  cor- 
dial hofpitality ;  a  benefit  wholly  afcribed  to  the  inherent  and 
contingent  virtues  of  my  companion,  who  from  defcent,  as  well 
as  his  late  arduous  pilgrimage,  had  a  twofold  claim  on  the  be« 
nevolence  of  his  countrymen.  I  fhould  be  deficient  indeed,  in 
ordinary  gratitude,  did  I  not  feel  the  kind  offices  of  this  feid, 
who  fmoothed  the  many  inconveniencies  which  often  crofled  my 
way,  and  procured  for  me  accommodations  not  attainable  by  com* 
mon  travellers.  The  fruits  of  this  village,  fome  of  which  were 
yet  frefh,  are  in  great  eftimation,  particularly  the  pomegranet, 
which  is  not  inferior  to  that  of  Hadjiabad.  This  quarter  of  P^r* 
iia  produces  a  variety  of  vegetables,  as  cabbages,  carrots,  peas, 
and  tyrntps ;  the  latter  of  an  excellent  kind,  and  compoTes  in 
the  (eafon  a  principal  portion  of  the  food  of  the  inhabitants. 

On  the  i8th,  at  Tauck,  a  fmall  fort,  five  and  a  half  furfungs^ 
This  day  an  intenfe  frofl,  which  had  congealed  all  the  {landing 
water,  kept  me  fhivering  with  cold  during  the  firft  part  of  the 
journey.    About  eight  miles  to  the  fouth-eaft  of  Tauck,  flands 

•  Dhey  in  the  Pcrfic,  fignifies  a  village. 

Vol.  IL  ,       A  a  on  a 
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on  a  fpacious  plain,  the  town  of  Dumgam,  whofe  lofty  minia* 
rets  are  kzn  at  a  great  diftaiice.  This  plain  has  become  famous, 
in  the  latter  annals  of  Perfia,  for  a  victory  obtained  by  Nadir 
Shah,  before  the  period  of  his  fovereignty,  over  the  Afghan  AflirufF, 
who  then  held  poflelTion  of  Ifpahan,  T]^e  battle  which  was  fe- 
vere  but  decifive,  twelve  of  thirty  thoufand  Afghans  being  it  is 
faid,  either  killed  or  taken,  advanced  Nadir  high  in  the  eflima- 
tion  of  Shah  Thamas,  who  was  prefent  in  the  a6lion.  As  a  dif- 
tinguifhed  mark  of  his  favor,  andl^ne  of  the  moft  honourable^ 
which  the  Perfian  princes  ufed  to  confer  on  a  fubjcft,  he  per* 
mitted  Nadir  to  be  denominated  the  royal  flave,  by  the  title  of 
Thamas  Kuli.* 

It  would  af¥brd  me  a  (enfible  pleafure,  were  I  enabled  to 
point  out  to  you,  any  0K>numents  of  the  former  grandeur  and 
magnificence  of  the  Perfian  empire,  which  has  been  feen  to  run  a 
long  courie  of  glory,  and  to  often  combat  with  fuccefs  the  legions 
of  Rome  5  yet  where  are  now  the  Roman  eagles,  that  were  wont  to 
ftun  the  world  with  the  cry  of  vi6lory  ?  Where  are  now  the  fteeled 
bands  of  Perfia,  who  infulted  the  corfe  of  a  Roman  general  and 
exhibited  a  captive  Csfar,  as  a  gazing  ftock  to  barbarous  nations  ? 
They  have  been  fmote  by  the  deftruftivc  hand  of  time,  which 
points  with  derifion  at  their  puny  race,  and  at  the  inftability  of 

•-This  event  which  it  mentioned  in  Frazcr's  aAcount  of  Nadir  Shah,  happened  in 
the  year  1729. 

human 
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human  power .^  It  is  in  the  fouth  of  Perfia,  where  the  relics  of 
its  ancient  grandeur  are  to  be  fought,  but  even  there,  the  mif- 
(hapen  ruins  of  Babylon  and  Perfepolis  faintly  mark  the  prif- 
tine  grandeur  and  coftly  tafle  of  its  princes. 

The  upper  provinces,  though  affording  the  grand  fupply  of 
brave  and  hardy  foldiers,  were  rarely  vifited  by  the  luxurious  mo* 
.narchs  of  Perfia,  who  dreading  the  bleak  air  and  barren  afptO: 
of  the  north,  eftablifhed  their  refidence  in  milder  climates,  whi» 
ther  they  carried  the  improvements  of  knowledge  and  the  refine- 
ments of.  art.  Among  the  inftitutions  beft  fitted  to  give  perma- 
nency to  the  Perfian  empire,  were  it  inv^ed  with  individual  fo- 
vereignty,  policy  would  urge  the  removal  of  its  capital  to  Kbo- 
rafan,  famous  for  the  falubrity  of  its  air,  and  the  military  abi« 
lity  of  its  inhabitants.  Its  fituation  is  alfo  well  adapted  for 
checking  the  incurfions  of  the  Tartar  and  Afghan  nations,  and 
it  poffcffes  a  city,*  held  by  the  Pedians,  in  enthufiaftic  reve- 
rence. 

Ispahan  and  Shira2,  ftated  in  the  centre  of  a  country  en- 
joying a  foft  ferenity  of  air,  and  replete  with  the  various  incite- 
ments to  luxury,  muft  foon  enervate  their  inhabitants  and  pro- 
mote the  influence  of  corruption.  The  Perfians  fay  that,  Kareem 
Khan,  one  of  the  late  chiefs  of  the  fouthem  provinces,  was  often 
•wrgcd  by  his  officers  to  carry  his  arms  into  Khorafan,  a  conqueft 

•  Mufcfaid. 
A  a  2  which 
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which  would  neccffarily  have  given  him  tbi  fupreme  dominion 
of  Pcrfia;  but  though  brave  and  enterprizing,  he  had  too  long 
indulged  in  the  pleafures  of  Shiraz,  and  ufed  to  palliate  his  le- 
lu6lance  to  the  propoied  expedition,  by  obferving  that  after  the 
long  and  dangerous  (iege  of  a  fmall  fort,  nothing  would  be  found 
in  it,  but  a  few  bags  of  chopped  ftraw  for  his  horfe.  Yet  he 
muft  have  been  aware  that  Khorafan  would  have  reinforced  his 
army  with  thofc  foldiers,  who  empowered  Nadir  to  expel  the  Turks 
and  Afghans  from  Perfia,  and  overthrow  the  empire  of  India. 
The  northern  regions  were  long  the  nurfery  of  a  hardy  and  preda- 
tory militia,  who  from  their  bleak  plains  and  monntains,  were 
wont  to  pour  their  force  upon  the  nations  of  the  fouth,  but  who 
in  their  turn  felt  the  force  of  fiercer  and  more  barbarous  tribes^ 
until  continued  emigrations  wafted  the  ftock,  and  witheld  the 
power  of  foreign  conqueft. 

On  the  19th,  at  Killautau,  five  and  a  half  furfungs,  an  open 
village  fituate  on  the  declivity  of  a  hill.  This  day's  journey  led 
over  a  gradual  afcent,  interfperfed  with  low  wood^  and  fcattered 
ipaces  of  arable  land.  This  being  the  laft  ftation  on  the  road, 
where  bread  is  to  be  procured  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  Mazanderan 
limits,  I  procured  a  neceflary  fupply. 

On  the  aoth»  at  Killaufir^  five  and  a  half  furfangs,  a  range  of 
ruined  bmldings  on  an  eminence,  a  mile's  diftance  to  the  northward 
of  the  fmall  village  of  Hirroos.  The  proprietor  of  my  horie,  a  car« 
rier>  went  out  of  the  road  from  this  place  to  vifit  his  family  refi^ 

dence^ 
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dctice,  and  wifhed  much  to  carry  me  with  him  5  the  deviation  from 
our  track  being  but  (hort,  I  had  confented  to  the  propofal,  and  was 
about  turning  into  the  path  which  led  to  his  village,  when 
Hac'ji  Mahomet  arrived  and  prevented  me. 

As  this  was  among  the  very  few  marks  of  goodnefs  which 
I  experienced  from  the  hadji,  to  notice  it,  is  but  iimple  juftice 
to  his  chara^ler^  of  which  perhaps*  you  are  already  imprefled 
with  an  ill  opinion.  Taking  me  afide,  he  enjoined  me,  in  a 
manner  which  evinced  an  honeft  concern,  not  on  any  pretence 
to  proceed  to  the  carrier's  villages  that  the  flory  of  the  fhoe- 
maker  had  circulated  a  general  belief  of  my  great  wealth,  and 
that  the  carriers  had  been  heard  in  concerting  fchemes  to  rob, 
and  even  deftroy  me;  that  if  fuch  was  theh:  defign,  there  were 
few  a6tions,  he  obferved,  however  atrocious,  which  thefe  men 
would  not  perpetrate,  when  plunder  was  the  objed ;  and  that 
the  iituation  of  the  village,  which  was  detached  and  inhabited 
only  by  their  families,  would  equally  facilitate  the  purpofe,  as 
preclude  a  difcovery. 

This  reprefentation  determined  me  againft  leaving  the  party; 
but  having  before  confented  to  accompany  the  carrier,  to  whom 
the  caufe  of  the  refufal  could  not  be  affigned,  I  impofed  the 
tafk  upon  the  hadji,  who  immediately  making  it  his  own  bufU 
nefs,  told  the  carrier,  in  a  ftem  tone,  that  as  I  was  under  his 
charge,  he  would  not  permit  me  to  be  feparated  from  him. 
Though  the  carrier  continued  to  urge  his  purpoie  by  a  long  and 

ftrenuous 
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ftrcnuous  argument,  he  was  overruled  by  the  hadji,  who  by  fome 
degree  of  compulfion,  configncd  my  horfe  to  the  charge  of  another 
perfon.  As  we  rode  on,  the  hadji  congratulated  my  near  efcap# 
from  a  combination,  which  muft  have  been  fatal  to  my  perfon,  or 
deprived  me  of  my  property  5  for  that  many  robberies  were  com-- 
mitted  in  thefe  parts,  and  ufually  accompanied  by  murder. 

This  night  I  lodged  in  the  remains  of  a  bath,  which  (eemed  to 
have  pertained  to  feme  place  of  greater  note,  than  the  app»ranc« 
of  the  adjacent  ruins  indicated.  The  Ghilan  feid  had  not  j<Mncd 
me  in  the  latter  part  of  the  journey,  according  to  a  ufage  obferved 
by  us,  for  adjufting  the  concerns  of  our  evening  meal,  but  more 
prudexitly  went  to  Hirroos,  where  he  was  well  received.  Being 
ndw  habituated  to  the  feid's  company,  which  had  become  equally 
amufmg  find  convenient,  for  even  our  little  difpiites  bad  a  rifible 
tendency,  I  ienfibly  felt  its  loTs.  Though  our  acquaintMiee  was 
of  fuch  {hort  duration,  I  already  began  to  efteera  this  man  a$  a 
triifty  friend  -,  fo  natural  and  immfediate  is  the  propenfity  to  cleave 
to  what  gives  us  folace  and  relieves  our  anxiety  j  nor  is  any  objeft 
more  completely  vefted  with  this  property,  than  a  plcafant  com- 
panion. ' 

Cordial  connexions  and  the  interchange  of  good  offices,  no 
where  make  a  quicker  progrefs  than  in  the  courfe  of  a  jotirncy; 
Travellers,  aware  of  the  approach  of  a  period,  which  is  to  caufe  a 
general,  probably  a  final  reparation,  occupy  to  the  beft  advantage, 
the  limited  extent  of  their  aflbciations  s  and  as  few  fHfiih  views 

have 
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have  time  to  fpring  up,  thefe  contingent  compacls  ufually  abound 
in  good  humour  and  good  faith.  In  India,  they  have  in  common 
circulation,  as  a  fentence  cxpreflive  of  the  pleafures  arifing  from 
curfory  ibcieties  and  parties^  cafually  formed,  "  Enjoy  this  meet- 
"  ing  as  a  gift  fnatched  from  fate  j  for  the  hour  of  departure 
**  ft^nds  on  your  head.*'  Being  now  about  to  enter  a  province, 
difierent  in  its  afpe6l  and  production  from  that  of  Khorafan,  I 
will  here  draw  the  line  of  divifion,  which  may  be  done  with  the 
more  propriety  at  Killaufir,  as  it  will  alfo  mark  the  eaftern  limit 
gf  Hazaar  Jireeb,*  a  fmaU  diftri6l  dependant  on  Mazanderan, 

From  Sbahroot^  the  road  has  nearly  a  weftern  dire6lionp 
through  a  country  generally  opea.  Low  hills  are  alio  feen  at 
wide  intervals.  The  foil  is  a  mixture  of  fand  wid  earth,  and  Well 
cultivated  as  far  as  the  vicinity  of  Killantau,  where  the  vullies  be- 
come  more  contrafted,  and  leave  but  fmall  fpaces  for  agriculture, 
7he  iides  of  the  hills  are  chiefly  appropriated  to  the  pafhires  of 
iheep^  which  are  numerous  and  of  an  excellent  kind* 

On  the  21ft,  at  Challoo,  four  furfuogs,  a  fmall  open  village^ 
on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  bafe  of  a  ilecp  hill,  and  cloiir  on  the 
brink  of  a  rapid  ftream,  which  w^s  dafhed  with  a  bold  and  beau- 
tiful eflFedt  on  the  rocks  that  lay  thickly  fcattered  in  its  bed.  We 
had  now  entered  a  country  averfpread  with  mountains  aod  forefts> 
in  which  were  many  oak  trees,  but  their  dwarfifh  appearance 

*  Hvvuu:  in  the  Perfic,  fignifies  a  tbouiaad,  and  Jiretb,  a  meaiilreineat  of  Land. 
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fhewed  that  they  wanted  a  kinder  foil  and  climate.  At  Challoo, 
the  feid  largely  reaped  the  fruits  of  his  pilgrimage  and  his  facred 
defcent.  He  and  confequently  his  aflbciate,  for  he  never  failed  to 
divide  with  me  the  good  things  which  fell  to  his  lot,  were  lodged 
in  a  mofque,  and  hofpitahly  treated  by  the  inhabitants,  who  fup« 
plied  us  in  the  firft  inftance  with  great  ftore  of  fuel,  which  ena- 
bled us  to  hold  out  againfl:  a  heavy  ftorm  of  fnow,  and  a  piercing 
north  wind ;  and  without  which,  indeed,  our  fpacious  and  airy 
apartment  muft  have  been  untenable. 

It  was  with  pleafure  I  again  faw  an  open  village ;  it  exhilnted 
a  ruftic  (implicity  and  a  peaceful  confidence,  which  I  think  could 
not  have  exifted  within  a  rampart*  The  inhabitants  alfo,  if 
their  kindnefs  to  us  has  not  biafled  me  too  much  in  their  favor, 
ieemed  to  be  more  civilized  and  humane,  than  the  people  of 
Khorafan.  The  houfes  here  are  built  with  flat  roofs,  fupported 
with  large  beams,  which  the  adjacent  forefts  plentifully  fupply. 
A  continuance  of  the  ilorm,  detained  us  on  the  22d,  at  Chal« 
loo,  where  we  found  no  abatement  of  the  hoTpitality  of  the  in- 
habitants, who  f  urnilbed  every  thing  that  could  render  our  fitu* 
ation  commodious* 

On  the  23d,  in  the  morning,  our  party  moved  and  penetrated 
through  a  mountainous  country,  interfe£led  with  rivulets,  and 
dofely  covered  with  large  trees,  which  being  dripped  of  their  leaves, 
I  could  not  afcertain  the  different  fpecies,  nor  could  the  carriers, 
whofe  only  knowledge  feems  to  confift  in  driving  horfes.     Halted, 

at 
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at  the  diftance  of  five  furfungs  from  ChaHoo,  under  fomc  trees, 
about  one  hundred  yards  from  the  fide  of  the  road,  where  we  kept 
a  large  fire  burning  throughout  the  night  s  not  for  deterring  the 
attack  of  wild  beafts,  which  are  not  numerous  in  thefe  woods,  but 
to  qualify  the  intenfe  coldnefs  of  the  air. 

On  the  24th,  proceeded  five  furfungs  through  the  foreft.  In 
the  evening,  while  I  was  riding  alone,  the  party,  which  had  pro- 
ceeded a  (hort  way  before  me,  turned  quickly  into  the  wood,  and 
came  to  their  ftation-ground*  It  was  in  vain  that  I  endeavoured 
to  trace  any  marks  of  men  or  horfes  -,  for  the  ground  to  a  great 
extent  was  ftrewed  with  leaves.  My  horfe,  on  having  for  fome 
time  loft  fight  of  the  party,  became  reftkfs,  and  I  thought  much 
terrified*  It  neighed  incefiantly,  and  though  a  willing,  a6live 
animal,  would  not  move  in  any  diredlion  but  with  reluflance. 
My  fituation  grew  alarming;  it  was  growing  dark,  and  I  found 
myfelf  bewildered  in  an  immenfe  foreft,  with  fcarcely  the  hope  of 
obtaining  relief  during  that  night« 

In  fearching  for  a  fpot  to  faften  the  horfe,  and  lay  myfelf 
down,  good  fortune  threw  in  my  way  two  men,  who  were  driving 
a  loaded  bullock  and  an  afs.  Without  noticing  my  embarraflTment, 
which  they  might  have  made  an  ill  ufe  of,  or  even  making  any 
enquiries,  I  learned  that  a  part  of  the  kadlah  had  proceeded  on 
the  road  which  they  were  purfuing,  and  going  with  them  about 
two  miles^  I  found  Hadji  Mahomet,  with  fome  other  pafiengers, 
refrefhing  themfclves  on  a  fmall  plain,  Ikirted  by  a  ftream  of 
Vol,  II.  B  b     ,  water. 
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water.  The  proprietor  of  the  horfe,  who  had  followed,  exprefled 
much  difpleafure  at  my  quitting  him,  which  he  afcribed  to  the 
council  of  the  hadji,  whom  he  fpoke  of  with  a  fneer,  and  laughed 
at  the  fort  of  prote£lion  which  I  had  chofcn. 

On  this  night  was  feen  by  moft  of  the  paflcngers,  a  ftar,  with 
a  brightly  illuminated  tail,  which  I  apprehend,  from  its  form  and 
quick  motion,  muft  have  been  a  comet.  Hadji  Mahomet  now 
became  profufe  in  his  offers  of  fervicc  j  he  promifed  me  every  ac« 
commodation  at  Mazandcran,  as  a  fupply  of  cloths,  for  I  was 
ill  apparelled,  a  proper  place  of  lodging,  and  to  difpatch  me 
with  fafety  to  the  quarter  of  my  deftination.  This  man,  though 
one  of  the  moft  acute' and  knowing  of  his  fcft,  did  not  feera 
to  entertain  any  idea  of  my  being  a  Chriftian  j  yet  he  fufpcfted 
the  truth  of  my  narrative,  or  rather,  he  did  not  believe  a  word 
of  it ;  but  imagined  that  I  was  a  trader  in  jewels,  which  were 
concealed  about  my  perfon. 

Desirous  of  knowing  the  ftate  of  the  Ruflian  navigation, 
on  the  Cafpian  fea,  I  had  fought  the  information  with  too  much 
carneftncfs,  which  created  a  fufpicion  at  Shahroot,  that  I  was  a 
Ruffian,  efcaped  from  the  captivity  of  the  Tartars,  and  return- 
ing to  my  own  country.  But  this  conjeflure  ceafed,  when  it 
was  known  that  I  had  come  from  the  eaftern  fide  of  Perfia. 

On  the  24th,  proceeded  five  furfungs,  through  the  foreft. 
The  greateft  part  of  this  day's  journey,  lying  over  ftecp  hills  of 
a   moift   clayey    foil,    became   of  difficult   accefs  to  our  cattle/ 

The 
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The  carrierd  of.  Ajs  road,  uftially  employ  mares  for  the  con- 
veyance of  merfhandize,  being  more  tradable  than  ftaliions,  and 
requiring  lefs  attendanre.  They  arc  indeed  as  quiet  as  any  do- 
meftic  animal,  and  though  feeding  at  large,  during  the  night, 
they  never  ftrayed  from  the  vicinity  of  the  ftation- 

On  returning  this  evening,  from  a  fm^ll  excurfion  into  the 
fbreft»  I  found  that  my.  Ghilan  aflbciate  had  left  his  quarter* 
and  gone  ovtr  to  the.pcrfon  who  has  rbeen  before  mentioned, 
as  the  travelling  aiUflant  of  Hadji  Mahomet.  He  was  alfo  a 
native  of  Ghilan,  well  known  to  the  feid,  and  being  ftout  and 
hale,  had  previojufly.to  their  departure,  agreed  to  be  the  fcid*s 
aflSftant  du'rmg  the  pilgrimage;  it  was  a  concern  of  moment' to 
ihis  old  infirm  man,. in  the  various  accidents  to  which  a  long  and 
harraflSng  journey  was  liable,  to  have  fo  capable  a  companion.; 
and  the  Ghilanee,  tp  corroborate  the  fmcerity  of  his  offer,  had 
formally  pledged  himfelf  on  the  koran.  There  was  every  reafoa 
to  credit  the  feid's  relation  of  this  compadl^,  for  he  was  an  invio- 
lable obferver  of  the  truth,  and  I  have  myfelf  often  witneffed  the 
ill  treatment  wluch  he  experienced  from  his  countrymen.  But 
being  now  near  home,  where  a  retaliation  might  be  feared,  he 
.had  afl'umed  fo  genuinely  tlic  fcmblance  of  contrition,  that  in  the 
f];ace  of  my  ftioi  t  abfence,  the  feid's  full  forgivenefs  was  obtained, 
and  tb.e  promife  of  future.union.  On  feeing  me,  the  fcid  fecmell 
cnibarralled,  but  fgid  nothittg*  and  while  I  was  preparing  a  (lender 
i'upper,   my, attention. Ayas  roufed  by  a  loud  noilc  of  altercation 
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from  the  Ghilan  qaarter,  where  I  faw  a  furious  debate  waging  he^ 
tween  the  members  of  the  new  alliance.  The  old  pilgrim  foon  re« 
turned  to  me,  entreatmg  with  many  confeflions  of  hss  credulous 
folly,  to  occupy  his  former  ftation. 

On  the  25th,  completed,  in  a  journey  of  five  furfungs,  the 
palTage  of  the  fored,  and  halt^  on  its  weftem  edge.  This  day 
we  frequently  crofied  the  Mazanderan  river,  which,  after  winding 
in  various  diredtions,  takes  a  northweft  courfe  through  the  flat 
quarter  of  the  province,  and  falls  into  the  Cafpian  fea  at  Mufchid 
Sir.  This  ftream  is  rapid  among  the  hills,  but  foidable  for  laden 
horfes.  And  on  reaching  the  plains,  it  flows  with  an  eafy  current. 
At  a  toU-houfe  within  the  fkirt  of  the  forefl,  the  merchants  paid  a 
fmall  duty,  and  I  was  aflefied  a  few  pence,  on  the  fcore  of  being 
a  ftranger. 

In  my  way  through  this  extenfive  forefl,  I  did  not  fee  the  vef« 
tige  of  a  habitation,  nor  any  culture,  except  fome  very  narrow 
ftrips  of  land,  thinly  interfperfed  at  the  bafe  of  the  hills,  fiut 
the  valUes  now  opened  and  exhibited  a  pleaflng  picture  of  plenty 
and  rural  quiet.  The  villages  all  open  and  neatly  built;  the 
verdant  hills  and  dales,  encircled  by  ftreams  of  delicious  water, 
prefented  a  fcene  that  gave  the  mind  ineffable  delight.  The  air, 
though  in  winter,  was  mild,  and  had  the  temperature  of  an  Eng- 
]i(h  climate  in  the  month  of  April.  This  change  of  weather,  ef- 
fected Within  (6  fhort  a  fpace  of  tiaie,  arifes  from  the  low  fitua- 
tion  of  theprovince,  its  near  vicinity  to  the  Cafpian  iea,  and  the 
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ftielter  of  the  adjacent  mountaim.  The  fheep  in  numerous  flocks 
were  feeding  on  all  fides,  but  they  are  of  a  lefs  fize  than  thofe 
of  Khorafan,  and  have  not  the  large  ponderous  tail  which  is  pe« 
culiar  to  this  animal,  in  the  countries  lying  between  the  Indus 
and  the  eaftern  confines  of  Mazanderan  j  neither  is  their  fieih 
fa  fat  or  well  tafted. 

On  the  26th,  at  Sari,  three  forfnngs,  a  fortified  town  and 'the 
refidence  of  Aga  Mahomed  Khan,  the  chief  of  Mazanderan^  AfVer- 
abad,  and  fbme  diftri^s  fituate  in  Khoraian.  The  country  in  this, 
day's  journey  was  flat  and  woody,  interfjperfed  with  fmall  ilreams^ 
and  bounded  to  the  north-eaft  and  fouth-weft  by  a  low  range  of 
hills.  The  kafilah  having  halted  about  two  miles  to  the  fouthward 
of  Sari,  the  ieid  and  I  walked  into  the  town,  which  we  found  had 
grievoufly  fu£fered  by  the  eflfefts  of  a  late  fire.  We  were  flopped  at 
the  gate-guard,  which  was  under  the  charge  of  an  Abyflinian  (lave,* 
who  after  making  the  common  enquiries  permitted  us  to  pafs. 
The  market  of  Sari  is  plentifully  fuppUed  with  provifions,  among 


*  A  sative  of  tbk  quarter  of  Africa,  is  denominated  HttblU,  among  the  Mahomet 
tans  and  is  held  in  high  eftimation  in  Alia,  for  a  fuppofed  charaderiftic  fidelity  to  the 
fervice  in  which  he  is  employed.  Abyflinians  are  frequently  Teen  about  the  perfons  of 
princes,  where  they  hold  ftations  of  confidence.  And  at  the  Porte,  as  eunuchs,  they 
are  entrufted  with  the  whole  interior  managament  of  the  imperial  haram  »  the  females 
of  this  tribe,  though  deficient  in  thofe  external  charms,  which  are  fo  eagerly  fought  af- 
ter by  the  Mahometan^,  a<id  which  indeed  difFufe  pleaf ure  am  >ng  all  the  fons  of  men^ 
are  alio  greatly  prized  for  many  domefiic  virtues^  and  efpecially  for  their  cbaftity. 

which 
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which  is  fecii  the  grey  mullet,  a  fifli  abounding  in  all  the  riven 
which  fail  into  the  foiitliern  fliore  of  the  Cafpian  iea. 

Sari  is  rather  a  fmall  town,  but  aoudcd  witl\  inhabitants, 
many  of  whom  are  merchants  of  credit,  who  rcfort  thither  for 
the  purpofe  of  fupplying  the  <:hief  and  his  officers  •with  articles  of 
foreign  produce.  A  fociety  of  Armenians  is  eftabliftied  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  town,  where'  they  cxercife  a  various  traffic  and 
manufafture  a  fpirit  diftillcd  from  grapes,  of  whicliAga  Mahomed 
drinks  free  iy,  though  this  habit  does  not  feem  to  operate  to  tht 
prejudice  of  the  people.  This  chief  has  die  reputation  of  being 
attentive  to  bufmefs,  and  of  pofTeffing  an  extenfive  capacity,  which 
is  indeed  obvious  to  common  notice,  throughout  all  parts  of  his 
government.  The  walls  of  ths  town  are  kept  in  good  condition 
and  the  ditch  though  narrow  is  deep,  and  ihfficiently  tenable 
againfl:  any  force  now  exifting  in  this  country. 

A  PALACE  has  been  lately  built  at  Sari,  of  commodious  neat 
ilru6lure,  though  of  limited  fize,  and  has  a  more  compaft  appear- 
ance than  any  building  which  I  have  feen  in  Perfia.  The  front  is 
occupied  by  a  fmall  efplanade,  on  which  arc  mounted  three  pieces 
of  cannon,  with  carriages  of  good  workmanfliip  fixed  on  three 
wheels.    Agd  Mahomed,  a  Perfian,  of  the  Kajar  tribe,*  is  about 

fifty 

•  A  word  in  the  provincial  language  of  Mazandcran,  fignifying  a  rebel  or  a  defer- 
ter,  and  the  name  of  rn  extenfive  trib;;,  chiefly  refiding  in  Mazanderan  and  Afterabad. 
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fifty  years  of  age,  and  the  fon  of  Mumtaz  Khan,*  who  in  the  dif- 
tratlions  which  involved  Perfia,  fubfequent  to  the  death  of  Na- 
dir Shah,  ftood  forth  among  the  various  competitors  for  the 
throne,  and  was  for  a  ftiort  peiiod,  declared  head  of  the  empire 
by  a  large  party  of  the  people.  But  he  was  ultimately  com- 
pelled to  yield  to  the  fuperior  force  of  Kareem  Khan,  by  whom 
he  was  put  to  death.  The  hmiTy  of  Mumtaz  Khan,  falling  alfo 
into  the  hands  of  the  conqueror,  he  deprived  Aga  Mahomed,  the 
cldeft  fon  of  virility.  I  am  not  enabled  to  give  you  any  fatis- 
faftory  information  of  the  events  which  promoted  the  enlarge- 
ment of  this  chief,  and  in  quick  gradation  inverted  him  with  the 
pofTeffion  of  an  extenfive  territory. 

In  a  country  where  the  evolutions  and  caprice  of  fortune 
are  exhibited  in  infinite  multiplicity,  and  her  wheel  whirls  with 
a  velocity  that  confounds  obfervation,  where  the  flave  of  the  morn- 
ing is  often  feen  at  noon  exalted  on  the  ruins  of  his  mafter,  it 
becomes  a  perplexed  difguifing  talk,  to  trace  the  fteps  which  lead 
to  honors  and  power  i  nor  does  it  adequately  reward  the  enquiry 
of  reafon.  Such  tranfitions  may  be  fummarily  afcribed  to  the 
general  depravity  of  a  people,  who  unreftrained  by  laws,  or  even 

Like  the  Rajabpoots  of  India,  the  Kajars  are  ufually  devoted  to  the  proFei&on  of  arms, 
and  they  compofe  the  largcft  portion  of  the  foldiery  of  thefe  provinces.    They  are  men- 
tioned by  Mr.  Hanway  in  his  relation  of  his  tranfadions  at  Aftcrahad. 
•  He  was  alfo  called  Fultah  Ali  Khan. 

the 
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the  habits  of  juftice,  give  a  loofe  to  every  impulfe,  which  pro- 
mifes  the  gratification  of  ambition,  avarice  or  revenge. 

AoA  Mahomed  has  become,  fince  tl^  death  of  Kareem  Khan,; 
the  moft  powerful  chief  of  Perfia.  He  has  many  brothers,  one 
of  whom,  Jafiier  Kooly,  governs  Balfrofh,  the  principal  town  of 
Mazanderan  ;  but  his  conduct  is  narrowly  watched  and  his  au* 
thority  fo  limited,  that  he  cannot  iflue  a  pafTport  to  a  Ruflian  tra- 
ding vefTel  without  tlie  aflent  of  Aga  Mahomed.  The  forces  of 
this  chief,  on  occafions  of  fervice,  may  amount  to  fifteen  thou- 
fand  cavalry,  which  were  embodied  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft7ear, 
when  he  overun  Ghilan,  and  plundered  Reflid,  the  refidence  of 
Hydeat  Khan,  the  ruler  of  the  province,  who,  with  his  family  and 
treafure,  fought  refuge  in  the  Ruffian  factory  of  Enzillee*  until 
the  Mazanderan  troops  had  evacuated  the  country. 

It  appears  that  Aga  Mahomed  is  preparing  another  Bttstdk, 
which  is  thought  will  fpeedily  be  efiefted,  unle&  he  is  deterred 
by  the  power  of  the  Ruilians,  who  having  long  derived  exten* 
five  advantages  from  the  commerce  of  Ghilan,  feem  difpofed  to 
eipoufe  its  caufe.  Aga  Mahomed  is  at  this  time,  the  only  Per- 
fian  chief  bordering  on  the  Calpian  lea,  whom  the  empire  oi 
Ruffia  has  yet  made  tributary,  or  rendered  fubfervient  to  its 
policy. 


^  Sitttite  near  the  border  of  the  CaTpiaa  Tea,  about  fix  oiiles  to  the  northwanl 
ofRdhd. 

About 
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About  a  year  ago  a  fmall  Ruffian  fquadron  arriving  at  Afli- 
roff,  a  capacious  bay  on  the  Afterabad  fliore,  the  commanding 
officer  dire6ted  a  large  building  to  be  conftrufted  near  the  fliore, 
for  the  purpofe  of  accommodating  his  crew,  and  probably  to  lay 
the  bafis  of  fome  future  plan.  When  the  building  was  nearly  fi- 
niihed,  Aga  Mahomed  to  whom  this  procedure  had  given  alarm, 
invited  the  commodore,  an  inexperienced  young  man,  with  his 
officers,  to  an  entertainment  given  at  Afterabad,  on  the  celebra- 
tion of  fome  Mahometan  feftival.  Many  of  the  Ruffians  with 
their  officer  wmt  to  the  Perfian  feaft,  where  they  were  fuddenly 
feiised  and  put  into  confinement. .  Aga  Mahomed  then  affisded 
to  exprefs  much  refentment  at  the  conduct  of  the  Ruffians,  in 
having  erected  without  permiffion,.{b  large  and  folid  a  building 
in  his  country.  It  was  in  vain  that  the  Ruffian  expatiated  on 
the  treachery  of  the  aft,  and  fo  glaring  a  violation  of  hofpita- 
lity.  He  was  ref<Jutely  anfwered,  that  unlefs  his  men  were  di- 
rected to  demoliffi  the  building,  the  party  fhpuld  be  detained 
in  prifon,  and  perhaps  meet  with  a  worfe  fate. 

The  commodore  dreadii\g  the  effects  of  this  threat,  difpatched 
the  neceffary  orders  to  the  fquadron  ;  and  when  the  work  was 
performed,  he  and  his  companions  were  releafed.  The  officer  was 
foon  after  difmifled  from  the  command  of  the  Cafpian  fquadron, 
and  baniflied  from  the  court.  The  emprefs  feverely  cenfured  his 
breach  of  military  conduft,  which  on  account  of  youth,  and  a 
regard  for  his  family,  (he  obferved  had  not  been  noticed  with  the 
Vol.  11.  C  c  .  defer ved 
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deferved  pnnifbnient.  Aga  Mahomed  lately  recdved  an  addrefs 
from  the  Ruffian  government,  threatening  him,  it  is  faid,  with  a 
fevere  vengeance  fw  the  infult  offered  to  their  flag,  unlefe  he  made 
a  fpeedy  atonement.  But  it  does  not  feem  that  this  chief  is  dif^ 
pofed  to  (hew  any  refpe£fc  to  the  requifition ;  and  if  credit  is  to 
be  given  to  a  general  rumour,  another  defcent  on  Ghilsm  may  be 
loon  expefled,  the  probalMlity  of  which  is  corroborated  by  a  pro* 
hibition  of  all  intercourie  with  the  inhabitimts  of  that  province. 

On  the  27tfa,  we  left  Sari,  and  proceeding  five  furfungs^ 
through  a  country  interfperled  with  plain  and  foreft,  halted  on 
the  ikirt  of  a  wood  near  the  high  road«  At  half  tho  diibiico 
of  this  day^s  journey,  crofied  a  fordahle  ftrcam^  which  runs  to 
the  left  or  north-weft^  and  falls  into  the  Maaanderan  river.  The 
carriers  were  ftopped  at  the  pafiage^  and  ordered  to  convey  on 
their  horfes  a  quantity  of  ftones,  and  place  them  in  certain 
iwampy  parts  of  the  great  roa(t>  leading  from  Sari  to  Balfrc^^ 
which>  it  0  faidy  was  firft  conftru£bed  by  Shah  Abbas^  and  ap- 
pears to  have  been  cut  through  a  foreft. 

At  three  miles  to  the  fouthward  of  our  laft  nig^t*s  haldng  places 
we  paflfed  through  the  fmall  village  of  Alhabad,  which  has  a 
daily  market  well  fupplied  with  bread,  cheefe,  and  fuch  provifions 
as  are  adapted  to  the  refrelhment  of  travellers,  for  the  ufe  of 
whom  it  feems  to  have  been  wholly  eftablifhed. 

On  the  29th  of  January,  our  party  arrived  at  Balfrofh>  four 
and  a  half  furfungs«    The  road  this  day  was  the  worft  I  ever 

had 
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had  travelled  on,  and  required,  in  the  winter  feafbn,  continued 
labour  to  make  it  paflable.  Though  deep  ditches  are  extended 
on  each  fide  and  drains  cut  acrofs,  to  carry  off  the  extraordinary 
moifture  of  the  foil,  we  proceeded  with  much  difEculty  and  ha- 
zards The  carriers  at  certain  (lations,  were  required  to  deliver 
their  rerpe6live  pcnrtions  of  ftones,  and  the  defaulters,  among  whom 
I  was  ckilixl,  were  detained  by  the  officers  of  government ;  here 
I  plight  have  incurred  a  long  delay,  had  not  the  Ghilan  feid  inter* 
pofed  his  good  offices  for  me  as  a  pilgrim  and  his  friend.  It  was 
then  foon  fees  in  what  a  favourable  light  we  were  beheld.  Our 
hands  were  even  kiflfed  in  token  of  reverence^  The  iproprietor  oP 
my  hotCt  haWng  no  religious  virtues  to  plead,  and  his  quantity  of 
ftones  being  found  very  infufficient,  he  was  not  permitted  to  pafs ; 
and  while  he  with  many  others  were  endeavouring  to  qualify  the 
demand,  the  feid  and  I  agreed  to  proceed  to  Balfro(h,  that  we 
ought  be  iheAtered  againft  the  weather,  which  this  day  had  fet  . 
in  with  drifts  of  fmall  rain  and  a  ievere  cold. 

In  high  anticipation  of  the  pleafures  in  ftore  for  us  at  the 
xrapital,  we  were  overtaken  by  the  carrier,  who  foaming  wifh  rage, 
at  this  my  fecond  defertion,  as  he  termed  it^  accufed  me  of  an  at« 
tempt  to  fteal  his  mare.  Nor  was  his  paflion  allayed,  until  I 
promifed  him  a  large  difh  of  pillaw,  to  be  ready  at  his  arrival 
in  Balffro^. 

At  the  diftance  of  two  miles  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  town, 
is  fecn  a  fmall  ifland  in  the  river,  where  Shah  Abbas  erefted  a 

C  c,2  palace. 
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palace,  whofe  roof  with  the  bridge  of  communication,  has  lately 
been  applied  by  the  governor  of  BalfroOi  to  fome  domeftic  pur^ 
pofes.    After  paying  double  the  ftipulated  hire,  and  the  fine  in' 
pillaw,  I  difcharged  the  carrier  who,  like  all  thofe  of  his  profef^ 
fion  within  my  knowledge,  was  an  arrant  knave.     But  knavery 
conftitutes  a   grand   branch    of   his    profefiion,    and  does  not 
heavily  afFe£t   the   purfe    of  the  traveller,  who  if  he  wilhes  to 
journey  on  with  comfort,  and  have  his  name  puffed,  (hould 
heartily  feed  his  carrier ;  and  as  the  common  nature  of  man  re-- 
quires  indulgence,  occafionally  wink  at  his  roguery.     Not  to  go- 
'^vern  too  much  has  been  a  maxim  of  long  ftanding  in  the  po« 
licy  of  nations,  nor  is  it  lefs  neccilary  to  the  welfare  and  quiet 
/    of  domeftic  ceconomy. 

At  Balfrofh  I  was  informed  that  three  Ruffian  veflels  were 
%  lying  in  the  road  of  Mufchid  Sir,  and  would  fail  in  a  few  days 

*  to  Baku.*  It  now  behoved  me  to  a£t  warily,  and  to  wind  up 
with  difcretion  an  adventure  which  had  hitherto  been  fuccefs)- 
fol,  and  had  at  this  place  reached  acrifis,  which  muft  either 
produce  a  happy,  or  a  dangerous  iffue.  To  tlus  period  I  had 
afiumed,  with  good  fortune,  the  Mahometan  character,  without 
which,  the  journey  I  think  could  not  have  been  performed,  es- 
pecially from  Turfhifh  to  the  Cafpian  fca.  I  had  been  admitted^ 
without  referve»  into  the  fociety  of  Mahometans,  and  had  lived  at 

*  A  port  on  die  weftern  coaft  of  the  Cafpian  fea^ 

the 
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the  fame  board  with  the  moft  zealous  and  fcrupulousj  fbme  of 
whom,  being  now  on  the  fpot,  would,  on  a  difcovery  of  my 
perfon,  inveterately  refent  the  deceit.  It  was  firfl:  expedient  to- 
quiet  the  mind  of  the  feid,  who  lodging  in  the  fame  apartment^ 
xnuft  necelTarily  become  acquainted  with  my  departure.  Telling 
him  that  I  was  going  to  make  a  pilgrimage  at  a  tomb,*  much  re- 
forted  to  by  the.  Perfians;  in  the  vicinity  of  Mqfclud  Sir,  and 
leaving  a  few  things  which  would  be  ufeful,  I  bade  him  adieu 
with  an  air  of  junconcern,  yet  breathing  a  filent,  fervent  wifh, 
that  this  old  man,  whom  I  was  never  to  fee  again,  might  expe«* 
rience  every  good  in  the  difpenfation  of  providence. 

Musing  on  the  fcenes  which  of  late  had  been  fhifted  with 
a  rapid  diverfity,  and  on  the  lingular,  yet  intereiling  conne£tions 
which  I  had  formed  in  the  courfe  of  my  journey,  I  travelled 
on  to  Mufchid  Sir  5  a  fcattered  village,  fituate  on  the  eaftern 
bank  of  the  Mazanderan  river,  about  ten  miles  diftant  from 
Balfrofh,  and  two  from  the  Cafpian  fea.  On  feeing  the  Ruf«> 
fian  quarter,  I  fent  back  a  horfe  which  I  had  hired,  and  pre«> 
fented  myf^f  to  a  perfon  who  was  pointed  out  to  me  as^  the 
mafter  of  a  Ruffian  vefTel ;  but  he  did  not  underiland  any  lan^ 
guage  that  I  fpoke.  To  obviate  this  embanaifment,  an  inter*- 
preter  was  called   in,   and  being  informed  that  he  was  a  Ru£- 


*  The  place  of  interment  of  a  fon  of  Moiiza  Kazim^  one  of  the  twelve  Imaums 
•fthePerfians. 
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fian,  I  related  my  ftory  without  refcrre ;  that  I  was  an  Englifli 
gentleman,  who  from  motives  of  curiofijy  and  pleafure,  had 
travelled  from  Bengal,  throagh  the  nonhern  parts  of  India  and 
Perfia^  and  that  I  now  intended  to  proceed  by  the  way  of 
Ruflia  to  England. 

Thb  linguift  expnefled  iurpiize  at  the  relation,  whicli  he 
&emed  to  doubt }  but  a  repetition,  accompanied  with  that  con« 
£dence  which  only  arifes  from  truth,  noticing  aUb  that  I  was 
enabled  to  reward  any  good  office,  gave  my  relation  credit,  at 
kaft  with  the  Ruffian*  The  mailer  agreed  to  convey  me  to  Baku, 
whither  his  veflcl  was  conligned ;  and  obferved,  that  the  command* 
tng  officer  of  a  frigate  lying  at  that  port,  would  give  the  neceffary 
diredions  for  my  future  procedure.  The  matter  being  thus  hap- 
|>ily  axranged,  I  was  invited  to  partake  of  a  mefs  of  fifh-broth, 
ierved  up  in  a  large  wooden  bowl;  of  which  the  mafter,  fix  or 
feven  bailors,  and  myfelf,  made  a  hearty  meal ;  to  me  it  was  a  re*- 
gale  s  both  from  its  being  really  a  favory  one,  and  from  the  manner 
of  participation,  to  which  I  had  been  long  a  ftranger. 

T«E  Ruffian  habitations  at  Mufchid  Sir,  arc  rudely  conftruc- 
ted,  and  far  from  being  clean.  The  fides  are  about  five  feet  high, 
and  compofed  of  branches  of  trees,  twifted  between  fhikes,  fluck 
at  fbaAl  diftances  in  the  ground ;  and  the  roof  is  of  thatched  ftraw« 
The  furniture,  equally  fimple  and  coarfe,  confifls  of  fome  narrow 
wooden  beds,  a  long  board,  raifed  in  the  centre  to  eat  at,  and  a 
few  flools,  or  buckets  invi^rted  to  fit  on.     But  the  pra£lice  of 

living 
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living  hard,  in  all  its  variations,  from  eating  ftale  barley  bread  to 
ileeping  on  fnow,  had  forofied  me  into  a  complete  veteran,  fo  that 
the  Ruffian  cabin,  with  its  affemblage  of  rough  utenfils^  was  tx> 
my  fight  a  garniflicd  hotel.  And  the  knife,  wooden  fpoon,  and 
platter,  luxuries  of  a  fupericH*  order. 

In  the  firft  days  of  my  refidence  at  this  place^  I  ienfibly  expe*- 
nenced  a  refreOknent  of  mind  and  body.     I  had  been  accuftonied 
to  rife  in  the  mdrning  before  day-break,  with  my  hands  ai\d  feel" 
genearlly  i>eiiuntbed  with  cold,  when  after  packing  my  baggage^. 
I  was  obliged  to  take  a  part  in  the  bufinefs  of  the  camel^dtiver  or 
the  carrier ;  nor  did  the  end  of  the  d»y^s  journey^  oftdfi  briilg  with 
it  more  than  the  bareft  accommodation^  or  afford  Aie  much  matfeir 
c^  intelleflual  gratification.     But  thefe  inconvenbncies  were  alt 
done  away,  and  my  meals  as  my  flcep,  became  &Iutary  and  regular. 
Being  thus  relieved  from  labour,  anxiety,  and  the  incefi^nt  taik 
of  fiipporting  a,  feigned  charaflcr,  I  thought  myfisrlf  ha(^y,  and 
as  happinefs  largely  arifes  from  comparifon  and  the  excurfions  <^ 
fancy,   to*  which  I  now  gave  an^  ample  fcope^  this  was  perhaps  thtr 
mod:  plei^uml^e  period  of  my  life. 

Thb  Ciafpian  fea  prefented  a  gnmd  fcene,  aiYd  its  waves*  da(h»^ 
kig  againft  the  ibore,  produced  with  a  delightful  found,,  the  ex-» 
ulting  retrofpedt  of  dangers  pa&d  ^  yet  I  eftdeayouiiedta  check 
this  rifing  fally  of  prefumption,  ill  fuited  to  the  nature  of  man„ 
by  conudering  that  the  accomplilhment  of  niy  purney  was  greatly 
promoted  by  a  train  of  events^  in  which  ny  own  exeitions  had 

but 
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but  a  trivial  (hare.  Common  tradition^  and  certain  ideas  which 
are  arbitrarily  located  in  the  minds  of  moft  men,  had  figured  to 
me  a  Ruflian,  tall,  robuft,  of  a  fierce  afpeft,  of  barbarous  man- 
ners, and  uncouth  deportment.  In  fhort,  truth  obliges  me  to  fay 
that  I  had  ever  aflimUated  the  idea  of  an  urfa  major  with  a  native 
of  Ruflia,  and  it  would  have  been  equally  difficult  to  have  fepa- 
rated  thefe  figures  in  my  mind,  as  meagernefs  from  a  French- 
man, or  corpulence  from  a  Hollander.  But  I  mufi:  crave  par- 
don of  the  Ruffian  nation  at  large,  for  this  and  other  erroneous 
opinions  which  I  had  formed  of  it.  . 

In  the  firft  inftancct  I  faw  that  the  Ruffians  were  evidently  of 
lower  ftature,  than  mofi:  of  the  northern  people  of  Europe,  and 
generally  had  the  thick  form  of  a  Tartar,  with  his  broad  vifage* 
Thofe  who  are  not  in  the  fervice  of  government,  encourage  the 
growth  of  the  beard ;  they  wear  a  long  outer  vefl,  which  is  fatt- 
ened round  the  middle  with  a  girdle ;  their  fhirt^like  that  of  the 
Mahometans,  hangs  over  the  breeches,  which  are  fhort,  and  they 
uTually  wear  boots.  Their  hair  falls  loofely  down  the  neck,  and 
they  cover  the  head,  when  abroad,  with  a  cap  or  bonnet,  which 
is  taken  off  in  the  hou(e,  and  in  the  interchange  of  courtefy. 
They  poflefs  an  addrefs  and  fuavity  of  manners,  even  in  ordinaiy 
life,  which  would  not  difgrace  men  of  a  much  higher  clafs,  among 
nations  deemed  the  mofl  pofite.  The  entrance  of  a  Ruffian  into  a 
room  at  firfl  furprized  me;  for,  inftead  of  noticing  any  perfon  in 
it,  he  uncovers  his  head,  and  with  an  air  of  humble  reverence^ 

offers 


I^OfRSTER'S    TRAVELS.  109. 

offers  up  a  prayer  to  the  picture  of  the  virgin  and  an  infant 
Jefus,  which  is  e)chibited  in  the  moft  confpicuous  part  of  every 
apartment.  Having  performed  this  ceremony  he  falutes  the  com- 
pany, and  at  departure  he  obferves  the  like  ufage,  I  am  by  no 
means  empowered  to  afcertain  the  virtual  opinions  which  the 
Ruflians  entertain  of  their  national  religion,  or  to  what  extent 
tliey  may  operate  in  a  moral  tendency  j  but  I  can  with  confi- 
dence fay,  that  their  exterior  obfervance  of  religious  duties  is  ac- 
companied with  a  reverential  attention  -,  and  is  void  of  that  fan- 
taftic  mummery  which  has  thrown  a  ridicule  oil  many  parts  of 
the  Romfi(h  worship. 

I  HAD. not  long  been  a  membcE  of  the  Ruffian  fociety,  when 
Hadji  Mahomed  appeared  at  Mufchid  Sir.  On  perceiving  him, 
I  was  impieiled  with  an  involuntary  dread,  and  had  my  creed 
admitted  the  tenet,  I  ihould  have  feen  in  Hadji  Mahomed  my 
evil  genius.  Retiring  to  the  houfe  I  waited  with  anxiety  for  the 
ilTue  of  his  operations,  which  I  knew  would  be  hoftile  to  my  weU 
fare;  when,  after  fbme  little  time  the  mafter  of  theveflel  coming 
in^  informed  me  that  the  hadji  had  made  many  enquiries  about 
my  fituation,  and  fpoke  of  me  in  terms  of  regard.  The  Ruf- 
fian  expreffed  much  furprize  at  hearing,  me  lament  this  intelli- 
gence, which  he  faid,  ought  to  give  me  plea fu re,  as  Hadji  Ma- 
homed was  a  perfon  of  eminent  note  at  Mazanderan,  and  might 
affift  me  in  procuring  a  pafsport,  without  which  I  now  learned 
no  perfon  could  leave  the  province.  A  ftorm  now  began  to 
Vol.  II.  D  d  threaten 
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threaten  me  from  all  quarters  i  the  pcrfoa  who  had  been  my:  iti'ft  in« 
terpreter,  was  not  as  he  faid,  a  native  o(  Ruffia,  but  an  Arioeni^n  i 
and  with  a  treachery  not  uncommoA  .to  hb  tcifc^^  i|ad  .qir^M^ftled^ 
among  the  Perfians  o^  Mufchid  Sir,  the  itsformatiohr  l»e  h^  been^ 
entrufled  with,  embelli(hed  with  miany  fabrications  of  hi^  own  i 
as  that  I  pofTeflcd  much  wealth  in  money  a^d  j«w«^,,an4  that; 
I  was  a  fpy.  This  ftory  obtained  a^  gen^r^  credit  with  the  Ma^^ 
hometans,  efpecially  with  Hadji  Mah<9Pedt  whQ  h^gan  tp  con* 
tuive  plans  o£  deriving  a|fi  advantage  frooi  mj:  trouble^,  Tho: 
mafter  of  the  veflfel  feeing  the  popuUc  cry  (|rong  a^^i^it  viift  be*. 
came  fearful  of  giving  me  (helter ;  for  it  is  neceiil^ry!  tQ.  meat- 
tion»  t^at  th^  Ru0iAo  traders,.  diijB%  a  low  daisi  of  pcop^,.arq 
^i^pofed  in  all  parts  of  the  government  of  Ag^  Msiiyymtd  to  &-» 
vere  oppreflioi^s .  and  iDyTqlti  but  which  a^  advan^s^g^ua  traiHck^ 
has.  induced  thiem  to  pverloc^  And  Ag^  Mahqmqd  knowing 
the  caufe  of  their  forbearange^  prqferves  no  decency  ii>  bis  con* 
du£t:  to  them. 

The  Rufllan  now  acquainted  me,  with  mapifeft  fymptoms  of 
fear,  tliat  were  be  to  receive  me  wij^hout  a  paiTport,  hi^.vefl^^t 
and  cargoe  would  be  confiscated.  The /principal  freighter  of 
the  bark,  Abba&  Ali,  a  native  of  Baku,  had  fliewn  me  from  my 
firft  arrival  at  Mufchid  Sir,  much  kindnefs^  and  feemed  defirous 
of  relieving  my  emban^flxnent.  He  expref^d  a  forrow  at  the  fe- 
rious  difficulty  in  which  I  was  involved^  rendered,  he  faid,  the 
more  perpkiiog  by  the  ill  defigns  of  the  mafter.  of  the  vefleU 

who 
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who  was  a  per(bn  of  a.  bad- chattuStcr i  but  be  of  good  comfort, 
continueH  te,  .*' for  I  will  be.  your  friend,  and  do  not  on  any 
^pittence  <tHtTuiEt  yoiir  property  to  ihe  RuISan."  This  advice 
came  in  convenient  feafoni,  ami  1e{H€ed  that  Abbas  AH  knew  this 
man ;  ft>r  on  ^the  folkMwing  day.  be  addrefTed  me  in  a  long  ha- 
rangue, iettihg  forth  that  tliePerrians  hsA  received- intelligence 
jofmy^fEkSBxig  a' valuable  amount  in  fpede  and  jewels^  that  my 
-Dwn  loiowk^gft  of  titde  peofjle  would  naturally  point  out  dsc 
•iftlecure  iftaite  bf  biiAh  my  -pieffoft  and  eflfefte,  and  that  an  ear- 
meft  legard  to  *my  welfare,  had  indMed  him  to  requeft  that  my 
{|fc-ofk^ty  «aigliit  Iw  depdfited  i^  his  Jthargey  tmtil  the  departui%  of 
thb  ipeffd,  But  tlie'  otkMkfd  of  Abbas  Afi,  not  a  little  ftrength- 
cndd  by  thk  ipftiisaat  .|)ro^ftl,  determiBed  me  to  l>e  the  keeper 
cif  my  «wti  cafh. 

:.      BfTHSit  itke  :¥^titrtieftt  «pf  a  fuppiofed  w»it  of  ccmfiddtKe  in 

-  fainr,  «r  ihe  diappoiHtoietit  of  Ibnte  illnifttfr  porpdfe,  gave  the 

Ruifiati  a  ren(%ife  chagrin  5  and  fnom  that  time  he  condhoed 

.  ii!o  trek- me  with  r|idenei^  and  tiegleA.    That  I  might  retire  from 

the  viiw  of  th&  :^)«^le  at  Mufi^iid'  $ir>  who  were  now  in  the 

habit  of  aiccnmidattng  unfavburMbte  oonjeflures  of  roe,  I  desfinid 

to  gO/on  bofR-d  the  veffd,  slnd  remain  there  until  Tome  method 

'  might  be  adopted  to  leave  tiie  country  with  permiffion  }  and  the 

xnafter  havii^  confentsd,   though  wiith  much  rehi€)mcB«  to  fdy 

.embarkation,  I  departed  (bcreitly  anfl  wit^ut  afny  impediment. 

From  the  Ruffian  quarter  the  diilMiw  is  .about  a  mile  and  a 

:  D  d  2  half 
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half  to  the  mouth  of  the  river,  where  the  foree  of  the  fea 
has  raifed  a  long  and  (hallow  bar,  navigable  only  by  boats  and 
fmall  light  veflels ;  but  when  the  wind  blows  ftrong  from  the 
north,  the  paflage  is  wholly  impra£licable) 

The  bark  lay  a  league  from  the  fliore  in  fix  or  feven  fa^ 
thorns  water,  and  was  about  the  burthen  of  one  hmidred  tons, 
with  two  mafts ;  the  largeft,  fixed  in  the  centre,  is  of  one  piece 
and  rigged  with  a  ftanding  mainfail,  extended  at  the  upper  end 
by  a  long  gafF,  and  at  the  foot  with  a  fheet»  a  tc^ail;  and  an 
occafional  topgallantfail ;  this  laft  is  furled  'before  it  is  hoiftcd 
with  flight  ropes ;  which  are  brc^n  when  the  fidl  is  aloft  bf 
a  prefiure  on  the  lower  ropes ;  the  fore  part  of  the  veflel  is 
fumiihed  with  a  flanting  forefail,  a  bowfprit  and  )ib ;  smd  on 
the  poop  (lands  a  finall  maft,  which  carries  ^  mizenfi^l.  The 
clumfy  form  and  conftru6tion  of  the  barks  which  navigate 
the  Cafpian  fea,  ihew  that  little  improvement  has  been  made 
on  them,  (ince  the  time  of  Peter  the  Greats  who  firft  introduced 
the.  art  of  (hip-building  into  Ru(fia.  Having  ftraight  fides  with 
a  large  and  ponderous  kitchen  on  the  deck ;.  tfaefe  veiTels  fail 
ilowly^  and  only  with  a  free  wind.  As  they  lye  much  in  open 
roads,  the  Cafpiaa  being  fcantily  fiippUed  with  harbours^  they 
are  f  urniflied  with  (lout  anchois  and  cables,  apparently  <^  a  larger 
fize  than  is  nece(rary  ^  though,  there  is  often  found  full  occa(ioQ 
for  fuch  aids  to  withdand  the  furious  gales  of  wind  and  high 
breaking  waves^^  which  jj^revail  in.  this  iea.^ 

X  NOV 
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-•  I  NOW  learned  that  the  Ruffian  whonv  I  have  hitherto  termed 
.the  mafter,  Avas  not  a.  mariner,  but  an  agent  *  who  is  appointed 
to  manage  die  commercial  bufiacfs  of  the  vefTel  and  dilburfe  the 
(ailing  charges.  The  crew  confifted  of  a  mafter,*f'  termed  boats^- 
man,  his  mate»  Ax  mariners,  and  a  cook  s  who  from  their  pay 
and  fmall  trading  priviledge  provide  their  own  diet.  The  RuC- 
fian  ieamen  among  whom  I  was  known  by  the  name  of  Gref- 
goree,  from  its  near  refemblance  to  George,  treated  me  with  a 
cordial  hofpitality ;  nor  muft  you  imagine  that  I  was  demeaned 
by  an  uore&rved  aflbciation  with  thefe  men,  whofe  habits  and 
mode  of  life  admitted  of  no  difcrimination  of  rank.  I  fat  down 
at  their  board  without  fcruple;  indeed  with  thankfulnefs ;  and 
they  never  omitted  .to  prefent  me  with  the  higheft  flool,  thebeift 
fpoon,  and  with  wheaten-* bread,  while  they  themfelves  eat  that 
of  rye. 

Some  tea  and  fugar,^^  purchafed  from  an  Armenian^  encu^ 
bled  me  to  breakfaft  alone  in  the  cabin,  which  I  oc^upi^  witji 
the  boatfman;  who  (hewed  a  ready,  attention  to .  all  my  little 
wants,  and  became  as  agreeable  a,  companion,  as  th^  want  of 
laLguage  would  admit.     Our  common  fare  on  board  the  vefie]» 

*  Called  In  the  Ruffian  language,  Preeaufee,  a  difpenfer  of  orders.     . 
.  t  Many  of  the  nautical  phrafes  and  implements   it\  u(e,*  among  the   Ruffians 
Jnye  been  adopted  from  the  Dutch,  from  whom  Peter  the  Great  learned  the  art  of* 
fiiip-build<ng. 

J  This  fugar  the  produce  of  the  Weft  Indies,  and  manufaftured  in  England,  was^ 
*  imported  at  Pctcriburgh,  whence  it  came  into  Pcrfiai  by  the  traS  pf  Aflracaii. 

conmledi 
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confirted  of  a  large  fpecies  of  fifh,  in  Ruffia  calleS  the  Belttka,^ 
•which  was  dther  prepared  in  a  foBp  or  minced  with  a  large  quan- 
tity of  fait  and  pepper,  and  boiled  in  a  cover  of  palle ;  this  difti  X 
ofteil  tJioiight  an  Englifh  failor  would  have  called  in  lus  defcrlptivt 
language,  a  Ih&rk  dun>plin.  Nor  was  it  inferior  in  folidity,  to  any 
fabrication  of  the  dumplin  kind  5  after  the  fefii  catrtfe  thipk  pan- 
cakes; fried  in  a  deluge  of  butter.  I  had  laid  in  a  ftock  of'  mifllet, 
a  more  wholefome  food  than  the  beluka ;  but  feeing  that  from  a 
-fear  of  being  chargeable  to  me,  ray  meffmates  Fefufed  to  ^artafcb 
"ofit,  1  hid  afide  this  with  every  other  diftinftion,  and  txcqrt  the 
^ca,  fared' as  they  did. 

• '    It  now  appeared  that  obftinate  difficulties  were  thrown  in  thfe 

-ipray  Vy  nhe  cuftom-mafter  at  Mafchid  Sir,  who  filled  his  c^Ce 

'with  equal  vigilance  and  rapacity.    Seeing  me  from  the  tmfavor- 

able  predicament  in  which  I  flood,  a  profitable  game,  he  direfled 

"that  I  ftiould  be  immediately  fent  on  fhopc,'  there  tp  be  detained, 

'until  the  chief s  pleafure  fhould  be  kndWn.     As  this  man  only 

wanted  fome  cff  my  monfey,  and  Would  have1)een  difappointed  by 

my  formal  departure  from  the  country,  I  made  him,  through  the 

•medium  t)f  Abbas  All,  the  Baku  metchant,  a  fubftahtial  offer,  but 

delayed  the  payment  till  the  time  of  failing,  that  no  fecondary  de* 

mand  might  be  preferred. 

Two 


^  It  is  taken  with  a^hook  near  the  mouths  of  moft  of  the  rivers,  which  £dl  iato 
A^  Cafpian  i  its  length  is  generally  from  fix  to  eight  feet,'  fometimes  it  is  feen  of 

eighteen 
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/  Two  dajw  previaufly  to  our  departarey  Ali  Abl?a«  came  oa 
board  of  the  yeiTels  and  reprefented  that  the  cuftom- leader  war 
ipexorablfi^  to  every  folidtati^  ui*ging  that  Aga  Mahomed  was^ 
at  this  jttn6lure  averfe  from  permitting  any  perfoa  to  leave  the 
province^  ^pd  that  wo^e  he  accefTary  to  my  efcape,  hi^  head  on^  the 
4ifcoYery^  would  jpay  the;  forfeit.  ICnQwing  that  an  interdi£lioa 
IfSkd  jbeea  laid  oa  all  iqlaiyi  p^Qeng^  and  that  the  difpatch  of  the 
|lu/ria9  h>l4:^^  withheld  for  the  fp^  of  twenty  days,  to  accorn-- 
pliili  tome  p^rpofe  of  government,  I  was  aware  that  a  certaiiv 
cifque  was  iocurred  by  the  Perfian,  whom  I  propofed  to  indemnify 
by^  a  proper  coippeniation  $  but  I  alfo  obfe^ved  that  if  I>e  per-^ 
filled  in  th^  refufal  of  all  private  neg^ciatiofiiv  I  vsfpqld  myfelf 
proceed  to.  Siari^  and  relate  my  ftory:tci  the  chiffi.and  hp  well 
knew  that  na  benefit  would  accrue  to  him  from  the  decision  of 
j^is  n^^&er.  Thi^  argument  v/^^  coippletely  efficient^  and  whea 
reinforced 'by  fqrw  of  my  Hindoltanjolc^  permi(]^n  was^g^veOr 
me  to  purfi^g  whatever  way;  I  liked,  Except  that  ^of  Sari. 

Befor;^  I  leave  this  quarter  of  Perfia^  I  will  lay  before  yoa 
u  brief  accoA^ni::  of >  its  g^gfapby;^  wi^h  ciirfory  oUerviations  oa- 
Ua  fQi;mer  and  prde^t  commerce,  an(^.  it$  relative,  pohcy  with^ 
Ruilia.  Mazand^ran  which  otfp upies  the  centre  of  the  fau«* 
tjliera  fliore^  of  the  Gafpiaa  fea,  has  A£berabad  on  the  eafl^  Qhi-». 
laa  oa  the  weil^  and  tp  tb?  nprthwa^  k  its  bounded  by  the 


^gfet^^n  fcct,  an  J  has  tbc,htad  and  forn>of  a  flifirk.    This  fiib  h  OQt  cfit^  bjf  tkp  Ma.* 
iKxnctanS}  who  hold  it  uncUan,  from  having  no  fcales*.  .  * 

inoua*^ 
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mountaifiotts  traft  of  foreft  which  has  heen  already  notffccil. 
Though  the  foit  of  Sari,  from  its  ftrcngth  and  centrical  fitu?- 
tion  has'  become  the  refidence  of  the  chief,  Balfrofh  is  eoniidercd 
fhe  capital  of  the  province 

This  town  occupies  an  irregular- oblong  (pace,  of  about  2i 
mile  and  a  half  in  circumference,  and  (landing  oh  a'low-moitt 
ground,  its  ftrcets  are  at  this  feafon  of  the  ycar^  dioaked  witl^ 
mud.  The  houfet  are  coarfcly  built  of  brick  or  day,  with-  a- 
flat  roof,  and  being  generally  fmall  have  a  mean  appearancei 
The  karavanferas  of  which  there  are  four,  have  little  of  that  neat-^' 
nef^  and  convehiency,  which  is  feen  in  thoie  of  tipper  Peffia^' 
send  .are  of  a  much  lefs  fize ;  but  the  market-place,  which  in  the 
manner  of  Afiatic  towns,  forms  the  principal  ftreet,  denotes  an 
srftiw  traffick, 

THt  rioe  of  Mazanderan  is  of  an  excellent  quality^  and  com- 
pofesithe  ufual  food  of  the  people,  wlio  find  it  difficult  in  their 
marihy  lands,  to  cultivate  a  fufficient- quantity  of  wheat  for  com-- 
mon  confumption^  and  that  produced  is  of  a  coarfe  fort.  The 
bread  ufed  by  the  higher  dalles  of  inhabitants,  is  made  of  the 
flour  of  Shirwan,  a  confiderable  amount  of  which  is  annually 
imported  at  Mufchid  Sir.  This  deficiency  is  in  fome  degree^  com- 
penfated  to  Mazanderan  by  the  growth  of  fugar,  which  thovigh 
of  an  inferior  kind,  is  -adequate  tp  moft  of -its  common  ufes. 
When  the  general  demand  of  this  article  in  Perfia  is  confidered 
and  that  it  is  rarely  produced  on  this  fide  of  the  Indus,  it  might 

be 
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1>e  naturally  fuppoTcd  rtiat  Mazanderan  would  derive  extenfivte 
benefits  from  fuch  a  pofTeflion ;  efpecklly  through  its  navigabfe* 
vicinity  to  the  fouthern  territories  of  Ruflia^  where  a  large  quanr« 
^tity  is  confumedy.at  an  advatieed  price;  yet  from  an  ignoran* 
in  the  methods  of  preparing^  and  refining  it,  this  valuable  pro:- 
du^  yields  but  a  Kmited  utility. 

An  inhabitant  of  Aftracan,^!  am  informed,  came  into  this  pro- 
vince for  the  purpofe  of  eftablifliing  a  manufaftory  of  Tugar,  but 
bailing  tn  his  proje6b,  no  future  experiment  has  been  made. 
Were  the  Ruffians  ikiUed  in  the  procefs,  they  would  be  enabled, 
4>y  the  importation  of  raw  fugars,  to  fix  in  their  country  an  im- 
portant and  lucrative  commerce.  Mazanderan  alio  produces  k 
Jliall  quantity  of  filk,  which  is  fabricated  By  a  fbcictyof  Jfewsj 
'h\xt  its^  principal  trade  is  maintained  by  a  frequent  intercourie 
Jwith  the*  port  of -Baku,  which  receives  white*  arid  coloured  cal?- 
*oes,  cotton,  arid  rice,. and  returns  bar  iron  of^Ruffia,  fafFrorf, 
^our,  and  remnants  of  broad  cloth  procured  from  Afhacan.  The 
-commerce  ^f  this  quarter,  which  now  does  not  employ  more  thaft 
four  or  five  barks,  might  be  largely  extended,  did  ia  greater  haii 
mony  exiit  between  Aga  Mahomed  and  the  Ruffians ;  efpedally 
iwcrc  the  manufacture  of  fugar  increafed.  t'  * 

.  The  Pcrfians  have  long  attempted  to  navigate  the  CafpmA 
jea,  though  mth  little  fuccefs ;  their  vefiTels  are  open,  rudely  con- 
flru£ted;  and  ill  managed,  feldom  leaving  the  coaft  but  in  the  fea- 
fon  of  fair  weather  i  many  of  them  are  fitted  out  at  Faiabad,  an 
•    Vol.,  II.  '       E  fi  ordinary 
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.Qvdimury  tqwn*  fitaate  at  the  mouth  o^  «,  r^oc,  thhrt^F  mUci  to  tfais 
eaftward  of  Mufchid  Sir,  an4  now  fuppocted  by  a  finall  trade 
.la  lice,  ialt,  fiib,  and  pottery  ware.  ThU  town  in  the  Euro- 
pean topography  of  Mazanderan,  bears  the  appearance  of  nioi^% 
and  gives  its  name  to  a  province  i  whatever  might  have  been  thjs 
former  importance  of  Farabad,  and  it  is  noticed  witii  refpe^ 
In  PeHian  hiftory,  -little  -teftimony  of  it  now  exifts. 

The  province  of  Afterabad^  lying  on  the  the  caft  fide  qf 
the  fouthern  Cafpoan  (hore^  affords  little  .produce  for  a  forage 
trade;  and  it  enjoys  a  refreihing  tempera^  sur,  and  is  bean^ 
tifuUy  interfperfed  with  hill  and  dale>  and  «handaatly  fuppli^ 
with  Areams  of  £dubnoui  water. 

3hah  Abbas,  the  moft;  powerful  prince  of  the  Suffuee  rac^ 
.pleafed  with  the  climate  of  this  province,  erected  a  palace  n^r  tl^ 
Aoreof  the  bay  of  Afliroff,*  whither  he  ufed  often  to  retire  Co  avoi4 
the  Jieats  of  Ifpahad.'f*  Almofl:  the  only  marine  export  of  thi# 
province  ccmfifts  of  dried  mullets,  which  art  cured  iatire  by  fmoJbQ^ 
and  are  held  in  fuch  eftimation  hy  the  Ruffians,  that  two  caf- 
Ijoes  of  them  are  annually  imported  at  Aftracan. 

^BiLAM  the  richeft  of  the  provinces  bordering  on  the  Cai^aii 
fta»  extends  in  a  weftem  parallel  from  Mazandera&i  it  i»  bounded 
«it  the  weft  by  &e  territories  of  TaUCh  and  Aftara>  and  oq  the 

*  This  it  die  only  harixnir,  on  the  fouthcrn  fide  of  the  Cafpian  (esu. 
f  This  prince  removed  the  capital  of  Pcrfia  ftom  Cafbia  to  Ifpahan. 

lootfii 
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fbuth  by  a' range  ^  bfty  ttioiititaiiiS)  wlucK  dh^  it  hack  tin 
depen^oMies  of  Cafban  and  Caflnn, 

^  HvdfeAt  KtiAK,  thb  GhUaR  cbief;  has  relihqttiflied  ReAid, 
his  former  refidence,  and  for  the  fecarity  df  his  wealth  and  f»- 
mily  againft  the  Ineurfionfs  frotn  Maiatideran,  has  retired  to  the 
vicinity  of  ^nzille,  vhere  the  k-oflTans  jtoflefs  a  fortified  faftdr^^, 
igarrifoned  by  a^  «ompahy  of  foldiers,  aftd  {hpp^  with  a  fevr 
pieces  of  cannon.*    .  " 

' '  HrbiAt  'KiM.N'Isi  fap^edto  poffefe  a  revenue  of  tWo  hun^ 
'4reA  thoufand  poands,  a  gt«at  pavi of  which  arifegfrom'thtt  fw- 
<Iiice  of  fSk  i  ahd  'fMm  tUi  i^venue,  he  has  atnafled,  it  is  &id,  a 
^fiderabte  .treai«re<  Here  yoa  laoft  be  cautioned  dgslnft  corn^ 
piithig  PeriSan  tndney  ttj  ydur  t^fldard/for  in  t^  cmintry,  where 
«very  commodity  is  procured  at  a  cheap  rate;  fpeeie  may  lairly 
/be  reckoned  a«  dbable  the  value  which  it  bears  in  Bngtand. 

Hydbat  KiiAN  is  about  fixty  years  of  age,  and  accor^ng 
to  the  ihfortnatton  6f  the  Ghilati  feid,  of  ivhom  frequent  men* 
fion  has  been  madej  is  rapacious,  tyrannical,  and  pufillanimous. 
Confciotts  of  his  inability  to  reftft  die  force  of  Aga  Mahomed 
Khan,  he  has  wholly  thrown  hlmfelf  on  the  prote^ion  iof  the 

*  The  ffloft  accurate  account  of  Qhilan,  h  found  in  the  traveSs  of  the  late  Jonas 
Ifanway,  a  name  widely  known  in  the  annals  of  huitiamty,  and  deeply  graven  On  the 
the  moft  diftinguifhed  mortiunents  of  his  country.  Some  ufeful  remarks  oa  Ghilan  are 
alfo  to  be  collected  from  a  book,  entitled,  voyages  and  travels  through  the  Ruffian  em*- 
pire^  PerGn,  &c.  by  William  CooK^  M.  D. 

E  e  2  court 
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.    «Guit  of  PeterftUfgH,  fren*  which  it  mvf  h^  Cud^  Aat  lie  <tew 

rives  the  exigence  of  his  power,  and  the  fafcty  of  hit  perfon. 
K4r  will  the  Ruffians;  while  they  enjoy  fueh  knp(»rtant  b«aefitt 
kom  Gtdlan»  fail  to  g^ve  hipi  fupport. 
'  Thb  fiiks  of  Ghilaii  are  exported  to  Aftracan,  chi^y  through 
jihe.  medium  of  Armenian  merchants,  fui^^ts  of  Rudia^  who 
pdffeis  the  larger  (hare  of  the  Cai^ian  comowrcc.    It  was  \odi^ 

\  believed  that  the  filk  brought  into  Europe  from  Turkey>  was 
^  |>rodttced  in  the  Ottoman  empire  t  bbt  fince  a  more  con-* 
veriant  knowledge  of  PeWta  has  been  obtained,  it  appears  tlu^ 
thfi  Turkifh'  merchants  were  ufed  to  refort  to  the  provinces  of 
Ghikm  and  Shirwan,*  whence  th^  tranfported  lai^  qusmtitici 
ef  this  commodity  to  tht  European  fadborios  of  die  Levant. 
The  Peifian  Itlk  trade  continded  to  flow  kt  this  chann^ 
untH  the  year  1739*  when  the  Ruflla  Company  of  England  ha^j; 
f  procured  the  fan^tion  of  Parliament,*)*  fent  their  factors  into 
Ghilan:  to  eftaUtih  a  coipmercr,  which  Should  have  for  its .  ob^ 

.  je6b  the  purch^ffe  of  ftlk,  and  the  Vent  of  £ngli(h  mannfa^urey. 
They  revived  a  cordial  encouragement  from  Re^a  Kouli,  wlip 
at  that  period^  govemod  Perfia  in  the  abfeiKe  of  his  father^  then 

*  Situate  on.  the  weft  fide  of  the  Caffnan-fea,  wbere  there  is  abuadapt  ^owtb  of 
£lk,  hut  of  a  coarfer  kind,  than  that  of  GhiUn,  whch  is  efteemed  the  fineft  in  Perfla. 

t  They  were  vigoroufly  oppofed  in  £ngland  by  the  Levant  Company,,  who  awace 
jbf  the  injury  which  they  would  fuftain  by  the  Cafpian  trade,  reprefented  to  Parliament 
that  their  chatter,  an  exclufive  one,  would  be  vioieatljf  infon^ed  by  fuch  permiffiop 
beln^  granted  to  the  Raffia  merchants. 

engaged 


rORSTER'S    TRAVELft  fM 

p^p^SpA  ia  the  Indian  expedition ;  and  they  remaiiied  is  G^ihm 
until  the  year  1748,  when  the  general  tumult  and  devaft^tion^ 
y9hkh  ibilowed  the  death  of  Nadir,  compelled  them  to  retirerand 
ubdxkdon  an  extenfive  amount  of  property. 

It  is  feen  that  previpufly  to  the  diflblution  of  the  factory  at 
Chilan^  the  court  of  Peterfburgh  begati  to  entertain  jealoufies  of 
the  Englifh  eftabliihment  in  Perfia,  and  from  thetr  own  growing 
iiBowledge  of  commerce  and  navigation^  became  defirous  of  poliei* 
fing  a  trade  which  naturally  pertained  to  their  country*  The  go^ 
iremment  of  Perfia  had  largely  contributed  to  increaf^  this  jealoui^ 
Jby  a  difttnguiihed  encouri^emaM  to  all  English  adventurers^  whooa 
St  faw  independent  of  RufCa,  its  conftitutionsd  enemy^  and  capable 
aITo  of  enriching  the  kingdom,  by  their  fupericNr  fl^iU  and  Ipirit  i«t 
irade;  but  above  all»  Perfia  was  defirous  of  employing  the  Englilk  / 
in  the  conftrudtion  of  veffels  <tf  wari  that  it  might  acquire  the 
dominion  of  the  Cafpian  fea« 

Thb  iirft  caule  of  the  di%ledfure  and  alarm,  of  the  eourt  flf 
Peteriburgh.  at  the  proceedings  of  the  EqgU(h  fa^ory  in  ChilaiH 
^ofe  from  the  conduct  of  the  principal  agent^.  John  Ehim,P 
who.  on  a  difagreement  with  his  aflbciateSj  entered  into  the  fervioe 
of  Nadir  Shah,  by  whom  he  was  invefted  with  certain  territories 
bordering  on  the  Cafpian  fea,  and  created  the  ccmamander  of  a 

*  See  Hanway*s  Travels,  for  a  relation  of  fonae  pact  of  the  Adventures  of  thji 
cnterprizing  perfoiu 

iquadron^ 
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Tquadron,  with  which  he  himfelf,  with  infinite  ability  and  labor  i 
had  fumiflied  the  Perfian  government* 

On  the  14th  of  March,  our  vefiel,  filled  up  to  the  hs^be^^ 
the  decks  alfo  ftrewed  over  with  bales  and  paflengers,  got  under 
way,  but  afoul  wind  ibon  fetting  in^  we  came  to  an  anchor. 
From  the  manner  in  which  thefe  veiTels  are  navigated,  laden,  and 
altogether  managed,  I  ihould  be  furprized  if  (hipwrecks  were  not 
i&'equent  in  this  fea.  The  cabin  was  ftuffed  fo  full  of  parcels  and 
baggage,  that  thole  to  whom  it  was  allotted,  were  obliged  to  crawl 
lo,  and  then  they  found  only  a  fcanty  length  and  breadth,  fleepin^ 
M  awake :  the  paflengera  I  perceived  were  all  petty  traders,  who 
iiaving  embarked  a  certain  property  on  the  veflel,  accompanied  it 
4n  perfon }  for  there  is  not  a  fufficient  credit  or  good  faith  eftabtifh*- 
«d  in  Perfia,  to  enable  merchants  to  con(ign  their  effe^^  to  fac^ 
tors.  The  lordgn  trader  therefore  is  neceifitated  to  become  a 
fupercargoe,  an  occupation  which  for  the  firft  time,  I  faw  in  the 
tetler  of  the  word,  verified  by  the  adventurers  fitting  immediately 
tipon  their  wares,  whence  they  ftirred  but  feldom,  and  were  never 
long  abfent :  of  thefe  people  I  numbered  not  lefs  than  feventy,  who 
were  fpread  over  the  deck,  or  packed  in  the  cabin  and  boat ;  It  was 
ibon  feen  that  the  mafter  and  mariners  were  equally  ignorant  of 
their  profeflion }  he  could  fcarcely  difcriminate  the  points  of  the 
compafs  or  throw  the  lead  1  and  the  men,  though  expert  at  the  ufe  of 
the  tailor's  needle,  and  the  implements  of  cookery,  would  among 
the  moft  clumfy  of   our  failors,   have  been  termed  landfmen. 

When 
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When  I  beheld  this.ill-conftni6bed  bark  lambered  with  goods  an4 
palFengers,  and  its  unfkilful  crew,  I  could  not  but  entertain  apprer 
henfiuns  of  our  (afety,  efpecially  in  a  fea  fo  tempefluous  as  the 
Cafpian. 

On  the  17th.  we  got  under  fail,  and  affifted  by  a  favorable 
wind,  we  anchored  on  the  22d,  about  ten  leagues  to  the  north- 
ward of  the  port  of  Baku;  and  on  the  24th,  reached  the  en-r 
trance  of  the  harbour^  when  the  wind  which  had  been  bbwing. 
ilrong  from  the  eaftward»  fuddenly  changed,  and  came  from  thf 
land  with  extreme  violence  -,  but  the  vicinity  of  the  (hofe  kept 
the  fea  down,  and  probably  prevented  our  deftrudtion.  Thf 
RufljafiSy  trufting  to  the  ftrength  of  their  anchors  and  cables, 
which  were  of  the  moft  fubftantial  kind»  went  to  deep }  nor  di4 
they  once  endeavour  to  prepare  the  veflel  for  the  feat  in  the  evenl; 
of  its  parting  from  the  anchors,,  or  ufe  any  m»ns  of  affiiling  thf 
cable  which  was  feverely  ftrained ;  fome  of  the  more  animated  cf 
them  would  occafionally  open  their  eyes,  and  tall  out  on  God*a 
mercy  to  ihelter  them  from  the  fury  of  the  ftorm.  It  abated 
on  the  £6th>  when  we  entered  the  port  of  Baku^  and  faluted  a 
Ruffian  frigate^  lying  there,  with  all  the  fwiveli  and  mufquets 
on  board,  without  regard  of  order  or  count.  The  agent  of  our 
veSld  attended  the  commanding  officer,  and  in  hia  report  men** 
tioned  the  ftory  of  his  European  paffenger.  It  is  to  be  noticed 
that  the  Tuisks  and  PerfiaitSs  make  a  difference  between  a  Ruffian 
and  a  native  of  Europe^  calling  the  one  a  Feringhee,  and  the  other 

a  Roois.. 
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'a  Roofs.  In  this  di(Hn£lion  is  alfo  included  a  fuperior  eitimation 
t>f  the  Europeans  to  whom  they  aicribe  a  more  extcnfive  genius  and 
knowledge  j  and  what  I  thought  extraordinary,  the  like  nominal 
difference  is  enteitained  by  all  the  lower  clafs  of  fouthcm 
Ruffians. 

On  board  of  the  frigate,  whither  I  was  fumiponed,  I  related 
the  motives  and  general  track  of  my  journey,  and  was  received 
with  a  warmth  of  hofpitality,  to  which  neither  my  appearance ; 
being  clad  in  a  very  ordinary  drefs,  or  my  unfupported  reprcfen* 
tation  had  a  <Iaim.  I  now  became  informed  of  the  general  peace 
Sn  Eur(  pe ;  and  it  was  with  a  tieep'  felt  mortification,  I  learned 
from  a  foieigi^r,  the  entire  fepvation  of  the  American  Colonies 
and  their  numerous  people.  The  frigate  was  to  fail  the  next  day 
to  Enzillee,  to  be  ftattpn  ^  in  that  quarter,  for  the  protefHon  of 
the  province  of  Ghilaii,  the  chief  of  which  had  fometimc  before 
difpatched  an  envoy  to  the  Ruffian  camp,  in  Crim  Tartai^,*  to 
leprefent  his  dread  of  Aga  Mahomed,  and  to  foKcit  the  aid  of  the 
Ruffians.  The  agent  had  returned,  and  was  accompanied  by  a 
Huffian  officer,  who  had  traveled  from  the  camp  to  Baku  in 
twenty  days.  Part  of  the  jourtiey  lay  through  the  country  of  the 
Lefgui  Tartars,  who  are  a  favage  people  and  proverbially  hoftile  td 
Urahgerss  But  from  a  dread  of  the  Ruffian  troops^  now  advanced 

^  Then  commanded  by  gtaeral  Potemkui,  who  was  iavcfted  jrith.tht  %<3f9€ni^ 
aient  of  the  Crim  and  the  pawer  of  controUiiig  the  affairs  of  Aftracao^ 

to 


FORSTER'S    TRAVELS.  e^if 

to  thdr  frontier,  they  had  permitted  this  party  to  pafs  unmoleftedi 
Th©  officer  who  fpoke  the  Turkifli  language  fluently,  feeraed  to  be 
an  ingenious  jtftive  man,  and  well  fitted  for  a  fervice  of  enterpnze. 

The  Ghilan  envoy,  then  proceeding  on  the  frigate,  eypreffed 
a  furprize  to  fee  roe,  whom  he  thought  a  Mahometan,  esrting  at 
tlic  fame  board  with  the  Ruffian  gentlemen  ;  but  when  he  faw  a 
barber  commencing  an  operation  oh  my  beard,  which  Itook  the 
opportunity  of  having  (haved,  he  evinced  great  amazement  and 
indignation;  nor  did  be,  until  repeatedly  informed  of  my  reat 
charatler,  ceafe  his  reprehenfion  of  the  a6l;  during  the  procefi 
of  which,  he  threw  on  rae  many  a  look  of  contertfpt;  when  the 
barber  began  to  cut  off  the  muftachios,  he  feveral  times  in  a 
peremptory  manner  required  him  to  deiift,  and  feeing  them  gohe^ 
now  faid  he,  of  whatever  country  or  fefl  you  may  be,  your  diA 
grace  is  complete,  and  you  look  like  a  woman. 

Thus  after  a  growth  of  fifteen  mcmths,  fell  my  beard,  which 
in  that  period  had  increafed  to  a  great  magnitude,  both  in  length 
and  breadth}. though  it  had  been  fomewhat  (hrivelled  by  the  feverity 
of  the  late  winter;  when  you  advert  to  the  general  tmpoi'tance  of 
an  Afiatic  beard,  to  the  eflential  fervices  which  mine  had  rendered^ 
and  to  our  long  and  intimate  aflbciation,  I  truft  that  this  brief 
introduftion  of  it  to  your  notice  will  not  be  deemed  impertinent. 
This  operation  of  catting  it,  ought  however  to  liave  becii  poft- 
poned  till  my  arival  at  Aftracan ;  for  my  Europeail  face  with  an 
Afiatic  drefs,  made  me  an  objefl  of  general  remark  arid  enquiry 
Vt)L.  II.  F  f  among 
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among  the  PeriUns ',  nor  did  I  efcape  the  cenfurt  of  (lie  AimenuMi^ 
who  are  taught  to  efteem  the  beard  9  badge  of  refpefi-,  and  even  . 
iandtity,  reconimciide4  to  their  example  by  the  patriarchs  and 
primitive  Chriftians,  and  when  they  conform  in  European  coun- 
trict  to  the  cii(kmi  of  {having  it,  they  are  rtdiculed  by  all  the 
ftaav.her  brethren  of  their  tribe. 

On  the  27th,  I  went  on  board  the  frigate^  then  getting 
under  way»  and  f^w  the  Teamen  exjtcute  their  work  in  an  a£tive^ 
ikilful  9iannen  They  hove  up  the  anchor^  and  &t  fidl  with  an 
apertneis,  which  would  not  have  difaedited  the  crew  of  an 
Englifh  (hip  of  war.  The  obtain  procured  me  a  palTage  frotn 
a  Greek  merchant,  who  had  come  to  take  kave  of  him,  and  gave 
me  a  paflport  reqtiiring  my  admiffion  into  the  town  of  fiaku^ 
and  that  no  moleftation  fhould  be  offered  me  by  the  Pterfiaa 
government ;  and  the  fccqnd  lieutenant  of  the  frigate,  who  had 
been  my  interpreter  and  had  taken  a  willii^  part  in  a^jufting  my 
little  wants,  gave  me  a  letter  of  introdu6tion  to  an  officer  of  the 
Ruilian  navy,  whofe  name  was  Ivan  Andreits.*  The  Greek  carriec^ 
me  to  his  apartment  in  a  karavanfera^  which  is  exclufively  appro^ 
priated  to  the  ufe  of  Chriftians  and  Soom  Mahometans. 

IvAn  Anprbits^  during  thelaft  Rufiiaawar  widi  the  Turks^  ^ 

^  Or  Andfew  Vit8»  fignifying  in  the  Ruffian  language,  John  the  Ion  of  Andrew^    ' 
This  mode  of  dcfignation  is  held  the  mo(i'  honorable  among  the  ancient  titles  of  R  uffia, 
awl  is  exempKfied,  in  the  prefent  grand  J>il^,  who  is  pvticiilarljr  iuiown,  b/  the 
I  of  Faul  I'ctrowits. 
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commanded  a  privateer,  the  property  of  his  family,  in  the  Medi^ 
terrane^,  where  having  performed  fome  gallant  a6):ions,  he  was 
j^romoted  by  the  emprefs  to  the  rank  of  captain  in  the  navy } 
and  retiring  afterwards  to  Aftracan,  he  obtained  from  government 
the  exclufive  priviledge  of  exporting,  for  a  certain  term,  iron  and 
fteel  into  Perfia.  As  we  both  were  a  little  converfant  in  the 
lingua  franca,  a  language  commonly  fpoken  <hi  the  coafls  of 
die  Mediterranean,  a  familiar  acquaintance  was  toon  produced; 
and  the  influenoe^  which  he  had  acquired  at  Baku,^  enabled  me  now, 
a  part  of  his  family,  to  pafs  my  time  very  pleafantJy. 

The  town  of  Baku,  in  the  province  of  Shirwan,  U  fitualeoii 
the  north  fide  of  a  bay,  and  forme  nearty  «i  equSaterat  tdanglei 
with  one  of  the  fides  extending  in  a  parallel  with  the  ftiore.  it 
is,  I  ima^ne,  about  a  raifle  m  circumference,  and  erQuded  with  in^ 
habitants,  moit  of  whom  are  engaged  in  commerce. 

The  bay  is  capadous  and  ihehered  by  the  landi  againfi^  all 
winda  except  the  ibuth,  whoft  violence  is  alfo  much  brokea  bj^ 
the intervenfionof  two^ Saoll  iflands^  I7be  ibuthera  and  largeib 
of  thoie  iflimds,.  was,  accooftng  to  mformaiidon  of  the  people^ 
united  to  the  continent,  which  itt^  that  Q^J^^rter  prefents  a  low> 
termination,  but  it  had  been  infulated^  by  the  influx  of  the  ta^ 
whofe  waters^  have  evidently  encroached  on  the  wefiern  fiioi^e  ^oB 
the  Cafpiani  in  the  coutife  of  the  liaft  forty  ^rs. 

Baku,  at  the  period  of  Mr4  Hanwa^'s  travels,  kito  Perfia^ 
had  a  double  wall  on  the  eaftern  face ;  but  the  exterior  one  is  now 

F  f  2  levelled 
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levelled  by  the  rife  of  the  fea,  and  its  foundation  brought  within 
water^mark.  The  province  of  Shirwan  produces  a  large  quantity 
of  nik,  of  which  about  four  hundred  tons  are  annually  imported^ 
at  Aftracan ;  faffron  of  a  good  quality  is  alfo  produced  there,  and 
conftitutes  a  valuable  article  of  trade.  A  fociety  of  Moultan 
Hindoos^^  which  has  long  been  eftablifhed  in  Baku,  contributes 
largely  to  the  circulation  of  its  commerce;  and  with  the  Armenians, 
they  may  be  accounted  the  principal  merchants  of  Shirwan.  Thft 
Hindoos  of  this  quarter,  ufually  oxibark  at  Tatta,^  a  large  infulac 
town  in  the  lower  tra^  of  the  Indus^  whence  they  proceed  ta 
Bafibrah,  and  there  accompany  the  karayaiis  wbu;]i  are  frequently 
paffing  into  Perfia)  ibme  alfo  travel  inland  to  the  Cafpian  fea,  by 
the  road  of  Kandahar  and  Herat  y  but  die  number  is  fmall,  and 
tbc^  grievoufly  CQmplaia  of  the  oppreflioaa  and  infults  of  thft 
Mahometans. 

On  the  3^1  ft  of  March^  I  vifited  die  Ataflighah^  or  place  of 
fire;,  and  oji  maldng  myfelf  known  to  the  Hindoo  mendicants,  who 
reiided  tbere^  I  was  nceived  among  thefe  ions  of  Brimha^  as  a 
brother;  an  appellation  they  ufed^  on  perceiving  that  I  had  ac^ 
quired  fome  knowledge  of  their  mythology,  and  had  viiited  their 
ai6ft  facred  f^aces  of  worftup.  This,  religious  retirenient>  where 
the  devotees  worfhip  their  deity  in  the  fenablance  of  fire,  is  a 
Iquare  of  about  thirty  yards,  furrounded  with  a  low  wall,  and 
contains  many  apartments ;  in  each  cf  which  is  a  fm^  volcano 

of 
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of  fulphurcous  fire,  ifluing  from  the  ground  through  a  furnace 
or  funnel,  conftruded  in  the  form  of  an  Hindoo  altar. 
*  r  This  fire  is  appropriated  to  the  ufes  of  worfhlp,  cookery^  and 
fortifying  the  feeble  Hindoos  againil  the  rigor  of  the  winter  feafon* 
On  clofing  the  funnel^  the  flame  is  imme^atly  extinguiihed^  when 
a  hollow  found  is  heard,  by  applying  the  car  to  the  aperture,  ac- 
companied with  a  ftrong  and  cold  current  of  air,  which  is  inflamed 
at  pltafure  by  placing  near  it  any  illuminated  matter.  The  flame 
18  of  a  pale  clear  colour,  without  a  perceptible  fmoke ;  and  emita 
a  vapor  flrongly  impregnated  with  futphur,  which  confiderably 
impeded  my  refpiration,  until  by  fitting  on  the  ground  I  brought 
my  head  lower  than  the  level  of  the  furnace^  The  Hindoos  had  a 
wan  onaciated  appearance,  and  were  opprefi^  by  aii.be£tit  cough, 
vhich  continued  to  afieft  me  during  my  ftay  at  the  Atafiighah. 
The  groiund'within  the  enclofure,  abounds  in  this  fubterraneous 
air,  which  ififues  from  artificial  channels ;  but  in  thefe  con-* 
tra£t€d  fpaces,  it  ieems  only  capable  of  producing  flame  by  the 
application  of  a  foreign  fire.  Exclufive  of  the  fires  pertaining- 
to  the  Hindoo  apartments,  a  large  one  arifing  from  a  natural 
cleft  in  an  open  place,  inceffantly  burns,  whence  it  would.  feen» 
that  no  extraneous  obje6t  is  required  to  impart  an  illumina^ 
Xyxi  to  the  larger  evaporation3  of  this  air.  On  the  putfide.  of 
the  wall  are  feen  many  of  thefe  votcanos,  which  have  the  ap- 
pearance of  lime-kilns,  and  one  of  them  is  convenioitly  adapt<4 
by  the  Hindoos  to  the  ufcs  of  a  funeral  pile^.  The  general  fpace 

which 
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.which  contains  this  volcanic  fire,  forms  a  low  flat  hill  flanting 
towards  the  f<ra»  the  (oil  of  which  confifts  of  a  fandy  earth  inter- 
mixed with  ftones.  No  mountainous  land  is  feen  from  the  Ataih- 
^hahy  nor  any  violent  eruptions  of  flame  i  nature  feems  here  to 
have  adopted  a  geotk  and  inoffenfive  medium  of  difcharging  her 
di£cordant  atoms,  which  in  other  quarters  of  the  globe  fhakc 
her  with  coiivi^iions,  and  pour  around  a  horrid  devaflation. 

In  the  defcription  of  this  natural  phaenomaion,  1  have  cau- 
ttoufly  adhered  to  the  fimple  £a£t,  without  prefuming  to  difcufs  its 
caufe  or  properties*  Thele  am  branches  of  fdence,  I  am  little 
ilgJled  in>  and  ill-onabled  to  elucidate.  Had  the  of^ortonitiea 
which  have  been  thrown  in  my  way  fallen  to  a  Cavehdiihi  or 
a  Pripftley»  tk9  ftrongeft  and  moft  ornamental  pillars  of  the  fa*' 
Wic  of  natural  pbilo&phy ;  a  laqger  fcope  of  knowledge  might' 
have  bem  opened  to  the  world,  and  talents  which  have  been 
long^  beheld  with  admiration,  rendered  fl:ill  more  confpicuous. 

The  black  and  white  naptha  is  found  in  the  province  of 
Shirwan,  in  great  plenty ;  the  GxA  floats  thinly  on  the  furface 
of  certain  fprings  or  ponds,  whence  it  is  coUe€ted  and  preierved' 
in  jars }  it  feems  to  poflefs  mmj  of  the  properties  of  camphire, 
and  is  fuccefsfnlly  employed  in  allaying  external  pains  and  inflamed 
tumours.    The  black  naptha  or  bitumen,  is  produced  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  the  white,  but  more  abundantly  and  on  larger 
pieces  of  water,  and  with  a  fcum  three  or  four  inches  thick,  of 
the  coniiftence  of  tar.    The  houfes  of  Baku  moft  of  which  have 

flat 
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flat  voofsy  are  eovered  on  th€  top  with  this  materia^  which  » 
found  a  fubftantial  defence  againft  the  rain*^  and  when  formed 
into  fmall  cakes  or  balls  with  a  mUture  of  fand,  is  commonly 
uied  by  the  lower  clafs  of  people,  as  a  fubftitute  for  the  fuel  of 
wood,  which  in  this  pr<mnce  is  thinly  produced; 

This  quarter  of  Shirwan  in  afpe6k  and  the  nature  of  its  foil^ 
refembles  the  province  of  Khorafan  s  there  is  the  ikme  want  of 
wood  and  large  ftreams,  and  in  the  winter  the  air  is  equally  bleak 
and  piercing }  with  the  differmce  that  in  Shirwan  it  is  fubjed 
to  fegSi  which>  I  apprehoid,  are  caufed  by  the  vicinity  of  the 
Cafpian  ka.  The  ibil  yields  abundant  crops  of  good  wheat  and 
bjurley,  the  bread  of  which  conftitut^  the  food  of  the  common 
people  I  the  higher  raiUcs  only  are  enabled  to  procure  rice,  which 
is  chiefly  imported  from-  Mazanderan  and  Ghilan*  The  muttott 
18  fat  and  well  tailed,  being  of  the  large  tailed  Aieep,  and. is  fold: 
at  the  rate  of  oqe  penny  and  three -halfpence  per  pound.  Ap^ 
ptes,  pears,,  grapes,  and  chefnuts,  all  of  a  good  kind,  are  pro* 
duced  in  plenty.  And  a  wine  is  manufactured  by  the  Arme-^ 
nian?,  at  the  town  of  Shahmachee,*  whkh  in  flavor  and  fubllancef 
is  not  unlike  the  red  wine  of  Bourdeaux ;  wtre  the  grapes  caiefullj^ 
cultivated,  and  the  procefs  well  underftood,^  this  wine  would  be^ 
much  eiVeemed  in  Europe.  The  province  of  ShirWan  has  Derbcnt 
kicluiively  on  the  north  -,  the  Cafpian  fea  on  the  eaft  s  the  terntor)^ 

*  Tbe  former  capital  of  that  psoTincc 

of 
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of  Aftara  on  the  fouth;  and  parts  of  Georgia  and  ttie  di^n&Sjof 
Gunjah  on  the  weft. 

Old  S!ialimachec>  the  former  capital,  is  fituated  about  feventy 
miles  inland  of  Baku,  and  for  its  trade,  wealth,  and  populations 
was,  after  Ifpahan,  ranked  among  the  moft  flourifliing  cit^{^  of 
Perfia,  To  punifh  a  rebellion,  'which  the  inhabitants,  had  raifed 
againft  the  government  of  Nadir  Shal)»  this  city  was  rafed  and 
depopulated ;  but  that  the  empire  might  not  be  deprived  of  a 
mart,  fo  happily  placed  for  foxeign. commerce,  that  prince  formed 
about  ten  miles  to  the  fouth- weft  of  the  old  city,  a  new  Sl^b-* 
machee.^  Fultah  Alt  Khan,  the  chief  of  Shir\Yan,.  refidqs  ge-» 
nerally  at  Decbent,  but  he  gratifies  a  rapacious  difpofition,  by 
ma]ciog  fcequent  circuits  through  the  province,  which  he  Severely 
hacrafTcs.  THe  vicinity  of  general'  Potemkin*s  army  has  made 
bim  fearful  of  its  nearer  approach ;  and  he  is  now  endeavouring 
by  eveiy  token  of  refpc^t  and  acknowledged  dependance,  to  ob« 
tain  a  favourable  conne£lion  with  the  Rufliau  empire. 

Having  laid  before  you,  the  more  material  part  of  my  ob* 
fervations  on  Shirwan,  I  cannot  refill  the  impulfe  of  calling  your 
notice,  for  a  moment  to  the  difpofition  and  tempier  of  a  fmall 


*  An  extenfive  trade  of  filk  formerly  was  maintained  between  Shahmachee  and  the 
Black  Tea,  through  which  channel,  large  quantities  of  that  commodity  were  imported 
hito  Turkey,  and  thence  into  Europe.  This  tra<1e  though  (lilt  exifting  is  much  di* 
miniihed  fince  the  Ruffians,  by  obtaining  the  dominion  of  the  Cafpian,  have  made  a 
monopoly  of  the  Perfian  filk» 

but 
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but  eKtraordiriary  portion  of*  its  prefent  inhabitants^  Human 
natuit  takes  a  portion  of  its  prominent  features  from  national 
prejddiees,  from  education ,  and  from  government ;  nor  muft  we 
exclude  ^liinate  from  itis  fhare  of  the  formation.  This  remark 
arofe  from  a  view  of  the  Atafhghah  at  Baku,  where  a  Hindoo 
is  found  fo  deeply  tinctured  with  the  enthufiafm  of  religion,  that 
littHigh  his  nerves  be  conftitutionaliy  of  a  tender  texture,  and 
ills  frame  idaxed  by  Age,*  he  will  journey  through  hoflile  regions, 
from  the  Ganges  to  the  Volga,  to  offer  up  a  prayer  at  the 
fhrific  of  his  God.  j     . 

WnkH  the  ^mtntioils  ftrides  of  the  Ruffian  empire,  on  the 
fide  of  Turkey,  by  the  fete  acquiiitions  of  the  Crim,  are  atten^ 
tively  coniiddred,  and  its  rapid  progrefs  into  the  moil  valuable 
provinces  of  Periia,  we  are  compelled  to  beftow  applauie  on  die 
policy  of  a  govemAent  which  has  fb  dextroufly  ordered  its  mea« 
fuits,  that  thcA  valoabli  additions  of  power  and  wealth  are  daily 
accumulated  without  attradling  the  notice  of  Europe;  nay  al- 
moft  without  its  knowledge.  Waving  any  ihveftigation  of  the 
political  cSk6is  which  may  fpring  from  the  rife  or  fall,  or  the' 
encreafing  grandeur  of  nations,  I  will  here  only  bbferve,  that  the 
influence  acquired  by  Ruflia,  in  the  north-weft  quarter  of  Per- 
fia,  has  been  accompanied  with  reciprocal  benefits,  arid  that  were  it 

*  Among  the  Hindoos  at  the  Ataflighab,  was  an  old  man,  a  native  of  Dehli,  wh« 
had  vifited  all  the  celebrated  temples  of  northern  and  foud^era  India,  and  whom  1  after* 
wards  faw  at  Aftracan. 

Vol*  II.  G  g  wholly 
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wb^ll;  annexed  Iq  ti)e  Rul^  dominjpn»  the  hod^  «£  ^ro|»ie 

deriw  a  iecurit^i  of  wliicb  they  ^^ivp.  beoD  long  dffintet^  and  by; 
a  fubje^ion  to  tbe  orders  of  «  ^Uized,  a£Uv«  goytnunont,  tbqr 
would  fiecd&r^y  become  ufciul  fiti^ieQ»  wd  psc^table  a»embcr» 
•f  ibciety. 

Thp  luqs^^ni  of  Fcdia,  fince  itfi  p^rM  of  th«  4ii%h«i  In« 
vafion,*  ha?  p^iimt^d  ^n  wtvai^od;  ic«ne  of  wacfM*  awl  diAkafi- 
tioB}  wberf  «very  %eckft  of  a  fi^rage  rapine  Ina  Ijieen  eirrciM 
with  boundless  fwayj  and  at  this  day»  Perfia'  twy  be  faid  ta 
cxlubit  a  vaft  tomb*  piled,  up^.  with  the  viftiiiw  of  ambition^ 
;^yance,  and  revqpgeii  It  wesf  d^&oult  to  %  vhe^er  m<Kie  of 
its  people  in  thelaft  fixty  yean,  have  fiilkn  in.  tba  fteld»  or  bf 
the  hand  of  the  execiiKkipppier  m^  a&i&v  F<^.  Aiy  have  had  * 
full  occupation,  cipeciailly  in  the  latier  p^rt  nf  the  govemmont 
of  Nadir  Shah»  whpfe  revenues  were  ai  kogith  dcaiiied  f£om  the 
bbod  of  hts  fubjefif. 

Tub  cruelties  committed  by  thi»  prince  have  been  diffufcly 
treated }  all  cls^  of  jom>  even  our  boys  it  ichool,  are  ooo* 
verfant  in  the  barbarous  explcots  of  KbuU  Khan }  it  may  not  how- 
ever be  fuperflttoufi  to  notice  foaoie  fafts,  which  feem  to  have  largdl9c 
oontrlbuted  to  fully  the  memory  of  Nadir^  who  at  one  petiod  of 
his  life»  maintained  no  ill  founded  claims  to  heroic  fame.    At 

*  Which  happened  aboat  tiie  year  1720» 
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Ae  dofi \of  'tkis.  pnnee's  reign,  his  body  and  his  mind  incE* 
i&itod:  eqnal  'fignS'Of  diforder,  wHich  *ras  ftippofed  to  have  lieen 
jsaofid:  6v  augnieAted  by  divAtAlc  'ti?eachery,  arid  the  efFefb  of 
exceffine  Tatiguer 

Cbt^spiRAcr  and  rebellion  arofe  all  around Tiim,  and  he  had 
no  (bbner  felled  the  in(brreftions  of  a  province,  than  his  de- 
pariidre  Wis  marked  by  the  teurdir  of  the  officers  and  fubceflivd 
revolts**  Seeihg  hit  authority  eindlefsly  trampled  on,  and'^hat 
partial  pumihmfiit  was  ittefficiint  to  give  it  ftfength,\  he  gavd 
ioolq  to  a  petiiftps  oonftkutionaL  ferocity,  which  had  been  tern- 
pece4::  fcy  his  •urfdei'ftandihg,  but  which  thefe  events  irfftairred 
to  madnefsV  and  often  inftigated  to  the  indifcriminsrte  extlrpa* 
tion  of  a  diftri6t*  '  Biit  what  ftemed  mofV  to  embitter*  and  dilt 
turb  his  mind;  was  the  perfidy  of  his  family  j  the  defection:  of 
thqfe  :fr)^m  whom  he  h^  vainly  expe^ed  aid  and  attachment: 
His.  {iaikotltc  fonr  and  apparent  Ibcccflbr/  had  been  entrurtcd  with 
the  regency  of  Perfia,  during  the  expedition  to  Hindblfarr,  arrd 
pi?efi3iinng  oil  the  dk^ant  ocetipStio^s  of  his  father,  he  Had  prcr 
puced  mciftiri3s,-it  is  all^dged,  to  afeetid  the  throne. 

.  THtf-increafing  iliateAy,^'of-Nadif,  ilf ar pened  by  public  aiic! 
domeftic  calamity,  ultimately*  rendered  him  a  monfter  of  cruelty  ; 
and  his  rage  extending  ufually  to  thofe,    whofe  offices  required 

"       *  *  An  extreme  coIUvenefs. 

C  g  2       :  an 


2.^6  rORSTER'S    TRAVELS. 

zn  attendance  on  his  pcrfofti*  be  was  approached  with  a  coii* 
ftant  dread.  Wearied  out  at  length  by  the  undeviating  courfe 
of  his  tyranny  and  cruelties,  which  like  a  peftilence  had  thinned 
the  land,  fome  of  the  principal  officers  of  the  court,  (Simulated 
alfo,.  it  is  faid,  by  one  of  his  nephews^  afMinated  him  in  the 
month  of  April,  i747>  while  he  was  encamped  in  the  northern 
quarter,  of  Khorafan,  not  far  diftant  from  the  place  of  his  births 
Having  held  out  that  fide  of  Nadir's  ch^ra^ler  which  ex« 
cites  only  difguft  and  horror,  it  were  but  fimple  juftice  to  his 
xpemory,  to  notice  thofe  pafiages  of  his  life  which  will  place 
him  in  a  light,  where  princes  ever  appear  in  the  inoft  grates 
ful  colours.  On  the  event  of  his  fucceflfes  in  Indtd,  he  ex^ 
empted  his  Perfian  dominion  from  all  taxes,  for  the  f^ce  of 
three  years;  and  after  difcharging  the  tnyitary  arrears,  which 
amounted  to  four  millions  Aerling,  he  gave  the-  army  a  gra« 
ifufly  of  fix  months  pay^  with  a  like  fum  to  the  civil  iervanti 
of  the  camp. 
.  After  the  battle  of  Karnat,  when  Nadir  had  overthrown 
the  empire  of  India,  and  poflefTed  the  perfon  of  the  king,  one 
•f  the  Moghul  omrah's  reprefcnted  to  him,  that  among  the  Dehli 
troops   were  an  hundred   thoufand   borfes   fit  for  fidd  fervicei 

^  It  is  (aid  that  the  officers  in  watting,  inftead  of  entertag  on  the  ontinary  topies- 
of  i)  court,  were  ufed  to  make  anxious  and  unfeigned  enquiries  into  the  ftate  of  the 
ihah*s  body,  and  ever  exprefled  much  joy,  at  an  imperial  evacuation,.  wh;ch  they  ima« 
gioed  would  fecure  an  exiftence  for  the  day.   • 

and 
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and  which  his  order  would  immedtatly  produce.  Nadir  Shah,  in 
fhe  languid  of  a  prince^  obferved  that  he  granted  to  the  Moghol 
jumji  an  unrefenred  gaiter,  which  (hould  not  be  infringed'; 
ihat  the  bread  of  an  Afiatic  ibidier  depends  on  his  horfe,  whidi 
mere  he  deprived  of,  himfelf  and  his  family  would  be  reduced 
tof  beggary  5  that  it  k  repugnant  to  humanity  to  treat  tfaofe  with 
i^r,  whom  fortune  has  thrown  inta  our  power,  and  it  was 
his  determined  wilt,  that  the  Indian  foidiers  Ihould  not  be  in 
any  degree  infulted  or  molefted.* 

NADTfR  «<IAn,  in  the  profperous  periods  of  hij:  life^  held 
otat  an  wcpplil  [HK>te£liQn  to  merchants  of  every  fe&  and  n^tionr^ 
and  sealoufly  fought  toeftabHfh  a  tiberal  commerce  throughout 
^erfia,  which  he  faw  poflf^fed  of  various  ^valuable  commodities* 
When  the  mercantile  property  of  Mr^  Hanway,  was  plundered 
at  Afterabad,  that  gentleman  prefered  his  complaint  in  perfon  to 
the  (hab»  who  dtre£ting  an  inveftigation  into  the  account,  iflued 
an  effs^ual  order  on  the  governor  of  the  province  for  a  full  re^ 
ftitution  of  the  effe^s  or  the  amonot. 

In  the  vigorous  attempts j  which  this  prince  made  to  introduce 
the  European  art  of  navigation  and  fhip-buHding  into  his 
country ;  he  evinced  a  genius  rarely  found  in  the  mind  of  an  Afiatic; 
It  was  his  intention,  by  the  afiiffance  of  John  Elton,  to  ere6t 
fortified  ftati^ns  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  C^fpian  fea,  that  a  ftability^ 

•  Fjazcr'ar  hiftory  of  Nadir  Shah». 

'  might 
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fiefi^  ^f  jii^  r^iQg  fav^r  wi^  the  fluib  ft^ . ^rguOf  at-  an  iikfiiaae 
^nr^ce}  hf  w.a»^d^e^t4,  to  A¥^ We  *H*  TvtiT  fiuM  ^f  t^^e^^pfiao; 
ani^  tp  fna|(e  cIuhcis  pf  apjfi^g^j^p  (^vaticm  ^  a  £itthMntat. ,  jl^ 
the  Qoaft,  aqcqfil^pi;  to  fhe  rfpprt  of  B1«9A>  bfing  feubii  4cflitiil^ 
of  good  water,  the  defign  was  rcUnqiaiihid. 
.  Nadir^h^,'  aw^aty  to  the  jjinfral,  <^«nite  •f'  the 
Per(faas,  who  fr^  igipne^  with  a  nvore.  p ^f^fuHJipg'  ^ifcjtlNM} 
any  Qtt^q:  Mal^cm^^p  jytioin,  |^ve  a  cpquQQD'tplsnition.tO!^  Wor» 
ibi{iof  the  ii^habitant^  whethfr  (^hiiiiiffi^s,  Iilindoofi,  <X:}*^,u  vtti 
lajgely  rietreadiied  the  p^er  an4  wealth  of  tbe.pinf^».  v^Jbf^  iating 
the  latter  ppr^p^  -of  ^e  Sjuffuee  d3fi\^f,.  hi^enffpSM''1^^i  9iw^ 
dijce^oQ  of  .'gov^qifift*  That  l!^ir  m^t  itKay^it^f  th^f 
revenge  fo^  th)?,^fcq^  of  the  mf>^B§ft^\,^  wfeft,  hiA  ^ieflU  <««• 
ecuted  for  refufing  aflent  to  ^  jD^of  .th^ipon^  k^C;  mtrod)lfiw)g 
tl^e  SooQi  F^igi/3p  iatp  Berfii^  ^fM^.to  a^^opjapffiOfl^  o]t)iff  faUtfary 
pvkrppfes,  he  demanjded  an  accost  of  the.  vaft  r?vervi)e$  whieh  k)A 
been  a(%ned  to  the  church  ^  they  informed  hifn>  APicpci^ijg  fQ,xhc 
tenor  of  Frafer 's  fplation  otf  thi?  evflnt.l^afr.tHfU  .prQptrty.wat 
^applied  to  the  ufes^  ,£or  which  it  had  beq^.  ^]of^  i   ')Xk  Sil^^i4%:^ 

the 


diepifiefts;  in  iliohialiicetidtiee  of  numerous  coHIegbs  atid  mdques» 
k)whkh.pr^yeis'wemliie<Ceat47^  offered' i^' for  the  fiiccef^  of  the 
aiXM  6f  thipriiife^andof  tti<p  t^d^etiiiy  of  tMe  Perlian  empii^. 
. ;  IftAiDiRi  obifest«^  80  ttefiH  -  tSvat  ex^iMice  had  niamfel!fed  the 
Vnntshtjr  df  tJUar  pvayersi  ftitt  Ibr  tfee  ifpace  of  flftj^  ytJafs'paft, 
Ihe  na^n  bad  bem  verging  tb'deeay,  ^nd  tilthnatdy  had  been  te- 
dueatt  by  snvac^oi^  tod- rdbelfibhfio  a  ftate  of  nnh ;:  wlien  Gdd'sf 
«£knrioti»if»£l»uft)«flt^^^n<ihg'to'his  arm]^,'  had^come  to  its  relief, 
and  ware  flowrei*^  t(j  faci'ificetlieii^  Yivts  tbits  defertte  arid^foly  j 
tduttbe  vttaQti^  of  thiefe  pdoi'  pKii(Vs;  his  Ibldier^;  nnifl'be  fuppHedy 
«U  ho  the}«l^deteti»ined  thatttie  'gi^teft'portiohi<^f  "the  church 
lands  fhould  be. appropriated  to  their  ufe.  The  mandate  being; 
imiBieiMaitlf  corfidiet'  iVitb-  ex4cutMfn»  prodiiced'  a  fevtfntiriequai  to 
threainliHttn  of  .Ik^Ung  ihoneyi  THe-priefts>  eh^ed  at  thisr 
aCruiii{>tion,  e»eil»d  their  Utmdfl?  aHfitt^  in  flirring  tip  the  araiy 
aadiiili^  pcdple  againft  the  ihah ;  but  the  former  -  being  cbn^bftd/ 
in  a  large  pnopbriiwi,  of.fhe  Sooni  fe6l,  i^rditiuled  their  fitnatlon^ 
and  tiie;  body  of ^  the  inhabitants,  when  they  conf^deted  that  the 
edi£t  would  liberate  them  from  a  part  <^  the  general  taxation, 
wece  nqt:dillatisfi«d.  ■     '      •■'• 

Nabir  Shah  having  accompllfhed  this  ptjrpbfe,,  ordered  the 
attendance  of  the  chiefs  of  the  people,  and  making  a  formal  de- 
daration  of  the  meafure  v/hrch.  had  bean  adopted,,  toldr  tht^  if 
they  wanted  prie^,  they  m«ft  provide  them  at'th«r  own-chargei.^ 
ifaat  having  himfelf  little  occafion  for  their  (ervices,  he  would  not 

con* 
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contribute  to  thetr  maintenance.  Such  was  Nadir  Shah  before 
calamity^  had  harraflied  his  mind,  anddifeafe  his  body.  The  aftiona 
of  men,  however  amply  ^fted  ]^  nature  or  improved  by  know* 
ledge,  are  ftrongly  Shaped  by  the  farrounding  events  of  human  life. 
Let  the  man  whom  we  have  but  now  viewed  with  admiration, 
towering  down  the  tide  of  fortune  with  a  fwelling  fail,  and 
marking  his  progrefs  by  confpicuous  marks  of  glory  and  renown, 
be  thrown  on  the  rough  fea  of  trouble,  without  a  ihelter  to  cover 
hijn  from  its  fury ;  or  let  him  be  ftretched  on  the  couch  of  fick« 
nefs,  helplefsy  and  racked  with  pain,  we  (hall  fpeedily  ctafe  from 
wonder  and  applaufe,  and  with  difficulty  credit  the  identity  of  the 
^bjeft.  . 

Having  in  detached  pieces,  and  I  fear  with  a  wide  dariation' 
from  order,  defcribed  the  moft  important  events  of  the  Perfian 
empire,  from  the  Afghan  invafion  to  the  death  of  Nadir  Shah,  I 
could  have  wiihed  briisfiy  to  connect  that  epocha  with  the  ^(ent 
period ;  but  no  document  has  come  to  my  knowledge,  fufficiently 
authentic  or  clear,  for  the  illuftration  of  the  whole  of  this  in- 
terval* 

Previously  to  the  adminiftration  of  Kaitem  Khan,  many, 
competitors  for  the  throne  of  Perfia  came  forward,  and  en- 
countered a  various  tranfient  fortune,  until  all  the  race  of  Nadir, 
4md  the  Sofis'  were  extirpated,  except  Shah  Rock,  the  chief  of 
Mufchid,  a  iketch  of  whoie  lifjc,  has  been  already  noticed.    Ka- 

reem 
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reem  Khan,*  from  a  marauding  horfeman  became  the  fuccefsful 
chieftain,  and  proclaiming  himfelf  the  regent  of  the  empire, 
during  the  minority  of  a  defcendant  of  the  Soft  family,  whom  he 
pretended  to  have  difcovered,  eftabliflied  his  refidence  at  Shir^z. 
It  appears  that  Saadut  Khan,  the  brother  of  the  regent,  took  Baf* 
forah-j-  from  the  Turks  after  a  year's  liege;  and  during  the  Pcr- 
fian  government  of  that  place,  Kareem  Khan  gave  diftinguifhed 
indulgencies  to  the  Englifli  refidents  eftabliflied  there,  whofe  fac- 
tory and  property,  when  the  city  fell  into  his  pofleffion,  were 
fully  fecured  to  them.  The  adminiftration  of  Kareem  Khan, 
was  involved  in  a  feries  of  hoftilities  againft  the  Turks  and 
Arabs,  over  whom,  except  the  capture  of  Baflforah,  he  obtained 
but  trivial  advantages,' 

At  the  period  of  the  regent's  death,  which  happened  about 
the  year  1778,  Saadut  Khan  was  flationed  with  a  fmall  force 
at  Baflbrah,  and  folicitous  of  fpeedily  reaching  Shiraz,  the 
theatre  of  adlion,  he  abandoned  BafTorah,  which  again  ac- 
knowledged the  power  of  the  Turks.  When  Saadut  Khan  ap- 
proached Shiraz,  he  found  the  gates  (hut  againfl  him  by  a 
Zacchi  Khan,  a  branch  of  his  family,  who  feizing  on  the 
city,  and  the  perfon  of  Kareem  Khan*s  fon,  then  a  youth,  an- 

*  He  made  no  fcruple  of  avowing,  that  in  bis  youth  he  puifued  the  occupation 
of  a  robber,  and  that  his  foreteetli  had  been  demolilhed  by  the  kick  of  an  afs,  which  be 
had  ftolen  and  was  carrying  ofF, , 

t  This  event  happened  in  ^e  year  1774* 

Vol.  !!•  H  h  nounced 
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nounced  himfelf  the  ruler  of  fouthern  Perfia,  The  young  mail 
having  evinced  a  difpofition  to  favor  the  intcrefts  of  his  uncle; 
Zacchi  Khan  gave  orders  that  he  (hould  be  put  to  death*  The 
fentcnee  by  a  reverfe  in  no  rare  praftice  at  a  Mahometan  courts 
was  executed  on  himfelf^  and  Saadut  Khan  was  admitted  into 
5hira2,  with  a  participation  of  the  affairs  of  government.  He 
k>on  formed  a  com^nation  againft  his  nephew^  whom  he  ulti^ 
mately  depoied^  on  a  charge  of  debauchery  and  a  lavifli  ex- 
penditure of  the  public  treafure. 

During  the  adminiftration  of  Kareem  Khan,  a  body  of 
troops  had  been  (ent  to  quell  feme  infutrcfHony  in  a  diftant 
part  of  the  country,  under  an  Ali  Morad,^  who  returning  fucefs- 
ful,  with  an  army  difpofed  to  promote  his  purpofes,  prefered  a 
claim  to  the  government;  the  iflbc  of  a  civil  war,  profecuted 
through  a  feries  of  depredation,  murder,  and  treachery,  gave  Alt 
Morad  the  poiTellion  of  Sfairaz,  where  he  put  ta  the  fword,  the 
whole  family  of  Kareem  Khan,  with  their  adherents**  A  Per- 
fian  of  Ifpahan,  fpeaking  to  me  of  the  actions  of  Ali  Morad,  and 
extolling  his  military  genius,  faid^  that  he  pofTeiTed  a  fcimetar  o£ 
a  large  iize  and  fuperior  quality,  on  the  blade  of  which  were  en-- 
graved  the  names  of  the  twelve  imaums,  the  diredtors  of  its  edge,, 
and  the  fecurity  of  its  vi£t6ries. 

*  He  was  related  t«  the  hmiljot  Kareem.  Kbaih;  it  it  fidd,  that  on  tfai»  events, 
three  hundred  pecTous  were  maflacred.. 
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The  comment  on  the  Mahometan's  ftory,  would  in  faft  tell 
us,  that  whilft  Ae  fword  of  Ali  Morad  is  thus  patronifed  by 
his  twelve  faints,  there  is  no  fervice,  however  entangled  by  the 
ties  of  faith  and  honort  that  be  may  not  cut  afunder  with  im- 
punity, even  with  appjaufe.  Ali  Morad,  who  has  eftabliflaed  tbt 
feat  of  bis  gbvfemment  at  Ifpahan,  took  Shiraz  in  1778,  or  1779$ 
at  which  period,  a  gentleman  of  my  acquaintance  refided  at  Baf^ 
forah,  and  has  fince  communicated  to  me  fome  trails  of  the 
hlftory  of  Kareem  Khan,  and  of  thofe  chiefs  who  appeared  in 
a^ion  after  his  death. 

This  gentleman  whofe  veracity  and  difceroing  judgment 
may  be  confided  in,  draws  a  meian^holy  pifture  of  the  fouthent^ 
provinces  of  Periia.  He  fays,  that  the  inteftine  ieuds  and  conu* 
motions  gave  a  pretext  for  the  perpetration  of  every  crime  dif^ 
graceful  to  human  nature,  and  produced  fuch  daring  ad:s  of 
flagitloufnefs,  that  the  people  refembled  demons  rather  than  men. 
it  was  u&ial,  he  fays,  for  one  half  of  the  inhabitants  of  a  viU 
lage,  to  keep  watch  at  night,  that  they  might  not  be  murdetH:d 
by  the  other,  which  if  not  equally  vigilant  became  fubje6t  to  a 
fimilar  fate.  But  enough  of  this  fctne  of  blood,  which  degrades 
our  race  below  the  beafts  of  the  field,  and  permit  me  in  my 
defultory  manner,  to  convey  you  again  to  the  banks  of  the  Caf- 
J)ian.  It  having  been  already  noticed,  that  the  dominion  of  this 
fea  is  vefted  without  competition  in  the  empire  of  Ruflia,  wluch 
has-  alfo  obtained  a  ftrong   influence  in  fome  of  the   bordering 

H  h  2  provinces. 
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provinces,  it  may  not  be  foreign  to  rational  enquiry,  to  exa- 
mine the  ftages  by  which  Ruffia  has  arrived  at  this  acceifion  of 
power. 

In  the  year  1722,  Peter  the  Great  was  folicited  by  Thamas 
Khan,  the  Ton  of  the  Shah  HufTeyn,  to  affift  him  in  expelling 
the  Afghans  from  Perfia,  who  had  driven  his  father  from  the 
throne,  and  continued  to  hold  poffeffion  of  an  extenfive  portion 
of  the  kingdom^  and  to  Simulate  Ruflia  to  the  grant  of  this 
aid,  the  Periian  prince  ftipulated  to  cede  in  perpetuity  the 
provinces  of  Ghilan  and  Shirwan.  This  propofal  being  acceded 
to,  Peter,  accompanied  by  the  emprefs  Katherine,  embarked  at 
Aftracan  with  a  large  force,  and  proceeding  along  the  weft  coaft 
of  the  Cafpian,  landed  at  Agrechan,  in  the  province  of  Min- 
grelia,  about  two  hundred  miles  to  the  fouthward  of  the  mouth 
of  the  Wolga ;  from  thence  he  moved  to  the  relief  of  Derbent, 
which  had  been  befieged  by  the  Afghans,  and  Rationing  a  party 
of  three  hundred  men  in  the  caftle>  advanced  a  day^s  march  into 
Perfia ;  where  he  was  met  by  the  deputies  of  Baku,  and  Shah- 
machee  who  fought  his  protection  againft  the  Afghans^  then 
making  ftrenuous  exertions  to  reduce  thefe  places* 

PsTER  was  preparing  to  undertake  the  fervice,  when  a  Tur« 
kifh  envoy  arrived  in  the  camp,  and  reprefented,  that  his  mafter 
having  annexed  Shahmachee  to  the  Turkiih  dominion,  was  much 
diipleafed  at  the  appearance  of  a  Ruffian  power  in  that  quarter, 

and 
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md  that  nnlefs  the  emperor  withdrew  his  forces^  he  was  dire£)ed 
to  declare  war  againft  Ruflla. 

Peter  having  lately  felt  the  fuperior  ftrength  of  the  Turks 
in  the  unfortunate  campaign  of  Pruth,  and  being  then  in  a  fo^ 
reign .  country^  deftitute  of  the  refources  neceffary  for  commen* 
cing  hoftilities  again  ft  fo  powerful  an  enemy,  he  confented  to  a 
peaceable  return  to  his  own  dominions.  The  Turktfh  envoy  ac* 
companied  the  army  to  the  northern  limits  of  Perfia,  where  he 
remained  until  it  had  embarked  for  Aftracan.  The  party  which 
had  been  lodged  in  the  fort  of  Derbent  did  not  join  the  army 
an  its  retreat^  but  at  the  folicitation  of  tl^e  inhabitants  donti* 
nual  in  that  ftation,  until  the  Ruffians  at.  a  future  period  ap- 
f)tered  on  the  Cafpian,  while  thofe  of  Baku  deprived,  of  the  hope 
of  fuccour,  received  a  body. of  Afghan  troops  into  the  town^ 
and  fubmitted  to  the  government  of  Ifpahan* 

The  Ruffians  had  conftru6ted  a  fmali  foit  on  the  river  Milla 
Xenti>  in  the  territory  of  the  Lefghi  Tartars,  and  garrtfoned  it 
with  five  hundred  men,  who  after  the  departure  of  the  grand,  army^ 
were  attacked  by  a  large  Afghan  force  and  wholly  deftroyed. 
Peter,  it  is  faid^  loft  in  this  expedition,  a  third  part  of  his  troops^ 
by  ficknefs,  fatigue,  and  onfets  of  the  Lefghis  ^  a  k)&  th^  more 
mortifying,  as  it  was  then  attended  by  a  fubverfion  of  the  fan- 
guine  projed  he  had  formed,  of  extending  kis  ponqueft  int6  the 
interior  provinces  of  Perfia/ 

It  appears  that  this  event  was  followed  m.a  ihort  time,  by 

an 
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fan  ultimate  and  fminal  converttion,  between  the  coUfts  of  Cbcu 
flantinople  and  Pcterfburgh,  which  ftipulatcd  that  Shahriiachcci 
the  territories  of  Armenia,  Georgia,  and  Mclitaner,  (hould  te.held 
.fiermanent  appendages  of  the  Port ;  and  that  Peter  Chould  be  left 
At  Uberty  to  profecute  \m  defigns  on  the  provinces  of  Perfia^ 
fcordel-ing  on  the  Cafpian  fea. 

In  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1722,  the  Perfian  chirf  of  Ghilan 
^deputed  an  agent  to  Aftracan  with  powers  to  deliver  up  Redid, 
ihe  capital  of  the  province,  to  a  Rufiian  garriron,  (hoold  it  be 
immediately  difpatx:hed  to  the  relief  of  the  city,  then  invefted  by 
the  Afghans.  The  emperor  afienting  to  the  meafgre,  di^atched 
bj  fea  a  thoufand  men  to  Ghilan,  but  on  their  arrival  they 
were  refufed  admittance  by  the  inhal^tantg,  who  alarmed  at  th^ 
4elay  of  the  aid,  and  threatened  with  fevere  vengeance  if  they 
formed  any  conne£lion  with  the  Ruflian  government,  had  en« 
tered  into  a  negociation  with  the  Afghan  officer  for  the  fur- 
render  of  the  city.  The  Ruflian  detachment  formed  an  entrench- 
ment on  the  fca-fhore,  where  it  remained  until  a  reinforcement 
of  four  thoufand  men  came  from  Aftracan,  with  orders  to  force 
an  entrance  into  Re(hd ;  but  this  fervice  was  not  fbund  neceiflary, 
for  on  the  arrival  of  the  additional  force,  the  gates  of  Refhd 
were  immediately  thrown  open,  and  the  whole  province  of  Ghi- 
Ian  became  fubje6t  to  Ruffia* 

The  officer  who  commanded  the  auxiliary  troops,  had  in 
hSis  paffage  down  the  Caipian^  touched  at  Baku^  where  he  was 

direfled 
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&nd:€d  to  lodge  a  garrifon^  conformably  to  a  previous  requU 
fition  of  the  Pcrfian  governor,  but  the  fuccour  arriving  too  late, 
the  place  had  fubmitted  to  an  Afghan  army.  Peter  anxious  to 
acquire  fo  valuable  an  acquiiition>  difpatched  in  the  courfe  of  the 
following  year,  1723,  a  ftcong  naval  arnament  from  Aftracan, 
which  entering  the  port  of  Baku,*  took  the  fort  after  a  (hort 
bombardment.  It  is  faid  that  previously  to  this  iiege,  die  Per^ 
£ians  had  never  feen  «  mortar,  and  that  when  the  Ruffian  bomb- 
ketch  was  warped  into  its  flation,  they  ridiculed  the  attempt 
#f  fo  fmall  a  vefiel  preparing  to  attack  the  fort;  but  the  de« 
ftruflion  of  the  buildings,  ^id  the  carnage  which  enfued,  fpec- 
dily  converted  their  contempt  into  aflonifhment  and  fear. 

Trsss  leading  lines  of  the  progrefs  and  eftabliihment  of  the 
Ruilian  power  on  *the  Cafpian  (ea,  are  largely  borrowed  from 
tiie  memoirs  of  a  captain  Bruce,  who  ferved  in  Peter's  army, 
during  the  firft  Perlian  expedition,  and  who  ieems  to  have  made 
fais  obfervations  with  an  accurate  judgment;  he  has  certainly^ 
related  them  with,  iimplicity  and  candor.  His  documents  al(<^ 
vorrefpondmg  with  the  information  which  I  collected  in  Per- 
fia,  this  fketch  is  laid  before  you  with  the  greater  confidence. 
From  the  period 'at  which  Peter  fixed  his  power  in  the  pro- 
vinces of  Shirvan  and  Ghilan,  to  the  year  1732,  wJien  Nadir  de- 

^  This  wiord,  I  «b  infermed,  is  eravpofed  of  the  Perfiui  words,  Ba4  and  kti,  fignify-. 
tog  a  windy  hillj  it  is  certain  ttett  a  ftrong  Mrind  generally  prevails  at  that  place. 

pofcd. 
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pofed  Shah  Thamas,  and  affumed  the  diadem  of  Peffia,  it  is  tioC 
feen  that  any  material  occurences  interpofed  to  difturb  the  Ruf- 
fian territory,  or  commerce  on  the  Cafpian.  But  when  this  me* 
teor  of  the  eaft  had  blazed  forth,  and  in  its  courfe  confumed 
or  diliriayed  the  furrounding  nations,  the  Ruffians  then  invol- 
ved in  domeftic  commotion  and  intrigue,  were  compelled  to  eva-» 
cuate  their  Cafpian  dominion,  with  only  the  permiffion  to  hold 
a  refident  at  the  fea-port  of  Enzillee,  for  the  management  of  the 
Ghilan  filkrtrade.* 

FuLTAH  An  Khak,  having  within  thefe  late  years,  enga« 
ged  in  a  defultory  warfare  with  the  Leighi  Tartars,  fought  the 
affiftance  of  the  Ruffians,  who  after  repelling  the  incuriions  of 
the  enemy,  held  for  fbme  time  pofleffion  of  the  fort  of  Derbent. 
It  has  been  again  reftored ;  but  the  conditions  are  not  known, 
though  we  may  infer  from  the  policy  of  the  court  of  Peters- 
burgh,  which  is  not  in  the  habit  of  retrenching  its  limits,  that 
the  cauie  of  withdrawing  the  garrifon  of  Derbent,  did  not  pro- 
ceed from  mere  motives  of  liberality. 

That  your  knowledge  of  this  quarter  of  Perfia  may  be  more 
complete  and  fatisfa6tory,  I  have  been  prompted  to  annex  in  this 

*  In  the  year  1746,  an  embafly  was  (ent  by  the  eniprefs  Elizabeth  to  Nadir  Shah,  a 
relation  of  which  has  been  publifhed  by  Mr.  William  Cooke,  who  accompanied  it  in 
the  capacity  of  a  furgeon ;  and  at  that  time  it  appears  that  except  the  Enzille  fkStoryy 
and  a  commercial  refideocy  at  Dedbcntf  the  Ruffians  did  not  poiTcfe  any  cftablilhment 
in  Perfia. 

placcj 
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place,  a  furvey  of  the  Caipian  fea  made  by  Captain  Bruce,  in 
the  year,  1723,  by  the  order  of  Peter,  after  his  return  from 
Perfia.  The  relation  of  this  fiirvey  is  deficient  in  the  detail  of 
bearings^  and  often  of  the  foundings,  nor  is  it  known  whether 
thefe  remarks  were  ever  recorded,  or  have  been  omitted  by  the 
publiftier ;  but  the  information  is  much  wanted,  for  except  the 
Ruflians,  other  nations  are  flill  trivially  acquainted  with  the 
coafts  of  the  Cafpian  fea;  efpecially  with  that  which  confines 
Tartary. 

.  Captain  Bruce  fays,  "  we  received  orders  to  go  all  round 
"  the  Cafpian  fea  to  furvey  and  found  it,  and  lay  down  in  a 
*^  chart  all  the  rivers,  creeks,  and  bays,  with  all  the  different 
^^  foundings ;  and  for  this  fervice,  had  one  of  the  ftrongeft  new 
**  built  galleys  of  forty  oars,  carrying  two  eighteen  pounders  in 
"  her  prow,  twenty  four  fwivels,  and  three  hundred  men,  at- 
"  tended  with  four  boats,  two  of  eight  oars,  one  of  ten,  and 
**  another  of  twelve,  each  boat  carrying  one  fwivel  gun  ;  and 
1*  two  ful>engineers  were  appointed  for  my  affiftants, 

"  The  1 8th  of  April  1723,  went  down  to  the  mouth  of 
**  the  Volga,*  and  next  morning  proceeding  from  thence  eaft- 
**  ward,  we  pafied  in  very  (hallow  water  along  the  coaft,  fo 
^*  very  overgrown  with  weeds,  that  we  were  obliged  to  keep  at 
II  five  or  fix  miles  diftant  from  the  (bore,  in  from  ten  to  twelve 

*  Forty  miles  below  the  city  of  Aftracan. 

.  Vofc.  IL  I  i  V  feet 
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•'•feet  water}  and  all  the  way,  cvctl  for  eight  ddyi  time,  wt 
"  could  find  no  place  to  land,  even  our  fmalkft  boat».  We 
^*  faw  two  little  iflands  in  the  way,  but  we  could  not  tOmt 
^  at  them  for  reeds,  but  wc  killed  i  great  number  of  fea-fowl, 
**  that  have  their  ncfts  in  thefe  iflands >  and  had  plenty  of  fifh 
«'  and  fowl,  all  the  way.  We  failed  and  rowed,  as  the  wind 
•*  permitted,  but  came  to  an  anchor  erery  evening  that  no- 
^  thing  might  efcape  our  obfei*vation. 

"  On  the  26th,  we  arived  at  the  river  Jaick,  the  mouth  of 
^^  which  is  one  hundred  fathoms  broad,  and  eighteen  feet  deep ; 
^*  we  went  to  the  town  of  Jaick,  that  (lands  about  ofte  mile 
•*  lip  the  river,,  which  is  well  fortified,  and  has  a  ftrong  gar- 
^^  rifon  of  Ruffians  and  Tartars,*  to  keep  the  Kalmuck  and 
•*  Nagayan  Tartars  in  awe,  and  to  prevent  them  from  attack- 
^  ing  each  other,  as  they  live  in  perpetual  enmity. 

"  Thb  Nagayans  inhabit  all  the  country  from  Aftracan  to 
^^  the  Jaick,  alt  along  the  iea  coaft,  bdng  two  hundred  and  fifty 
'*  verfts  f  in  extent  j  and  the  Kalmucks  poffefs  that  vaft  traft  of 
^  land  from  SaratofF  to  the  great  dcfcrt  of  Beriket,  and  that 
^  traft  to  the  fouth  of  the  Jaick,  all  along  the  ihore  to  the 
!^  river  Yembo,.  which  is  93  verfts  from  this  place ;  wc  ftayed 


*  The  iphabltants  of  that  tnuSt  of  Tartary,  which  has  been  completelj  fubdued  by 
Ruffia  and  now  a  ftationary  people. 

t  At  the  common  cakulation  of  two  thirds  of  a  mile  to  a  verft,  this  diftance  is 
170  miles.. 

^  onhf 
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*•  only  one  day,  at  Jaick,*  and  provided  ourfelvcs  with  frefli  meat 
l^  and  water. 

'^  Being  informed  by  the  governor  of  the  place,  that  there 
"  was  a  large  gulf  to  the  eaftward,  extending  to  the  river  Yembo, 
"  but  toQ  fhallow  to  admit  our  galley.  I  fent  one  of  our 
*^  engineers  to  go  round  and  furvey  it,  and  join  us  again  oa 
^^  the  oppofite  point,  for  which  Ve  proceeded  immediately  ^  and 
*'  failing  fouth,  we  anchored  oa  the  30th,  between  the  ifland 
^^  of  Kulala  and  the  point  of  the  main,  in  fix  fathoms  wateri 
*^  in  view  of  the  mountains  c^  Kanayan,  and  from  whence  wt 
'^  had  a  cl^an  and  deep  fliore.  At  this  place  beg^  the  feF« 
*^  ritories  of  the  Turkiftan  and  Turcomanian  Tartars*  Dormg  our 
''  ftay,  waiting  th$  return  of  the  engincQry  we  laid  in  plenty 
*^  ^f  wood  and  water^  and  diverted  ourfelves  with  fowling  and 
''  fiihing^  we  caught  b^re  a  Beluga  of  upwards  of  fix  yards 
*<  long  and  thick  in  proporticm,  from  the  roe  of  whick  wc 
^^  mads  excellent  caviar,  which  lafted  us  above  a  month. 

^'  O9E  engineer  with  the  boats  joined  \is,  on  the  -loth 
*^  of  May,  who  reported  that  in  the  furvey  of  the  bay,   he 

*  The  RuIIians  fend  annually,  two  or  three  barks  from  Aftracan  to  Uir  Gunre,  ^ 
Turcoman  mart,  fituated  on  this  river,  above  the  town  of  Jaick,  whence  in  return  for 
European  conunodities,  »s  ileel,  bar^iron,  aod  reoanan^  of  broad-cloth,  tbej  io^rt 
fiirs,  and  (alt  filh.  The  Jaick  continues  frozen  from  th^  month  of  Deceoiber  to  the 
middle  of  March,  during  which  period,  the  Uir  Gunge  trade  ceafes ;  nor  do  the  Tartars, 
who  are  diiefly  merchants  of  Bochara,  and  Samur  Kund,  refide  at  that  pUce,  after  the 
departure  of  the  Ruffiaaveflels.-—*  George  Forstbr* 

I  i  2  ^'  found 
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*'  found  only  from  five  to  eight  feet  water;  that  the  whole 
"  fhore  was  fo  covered  with  reeds,  that  they  could  only  land 
**  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Yembo,  which  was  both  broad 
•'  and  deep.  We  left  the  ifland  of  Kulala,  on  the  nth,  on 
«  our  way  to  the  gulf  of  Ifkander,  where  we  arrived  on  the 
"  26th  5  all  along  this  coaft  there  is  a  great  depth  of  water,  fo 
"  that  we  could  land  with  our  galley  on  any  part  of  it. 

•*  A  GREAT  number  of  fmall  rivers  fall  into  the  fea  from 
^*  the  mountains,  but  we  could  not  learn  their  names  although 
♦'  I  attempted  to  get  information,  by  fending  the  twelve  oared 
"  boat  with  an  officer  and  twenty  four  men,  and  an  interpreter 
•*  to  fpeak  to  the  people  on  ithore;  but  they  no  fooner  came 
"  near  enough,  than  the  Tartars  let  fly  a  volley  of  arrows  at 
^  our  people,  who  returned  the  falute  with  a  difcharge  of  their 
'*  mufquetry  at  them  *,  and  we  fired  one  of  our  great  guns  from 
^  the  gdlley  at  them,  which  made  them  retire  to  the  mountains 
•*  in  good  hafte.  They  always  appeared  in  great  parties,  on 
**  horfeback,  and  well  armed,  and  we  faw  feveral  of  their  hords 
**  or  camps  at  a  great  diftance^  from  which  they  move  at  plea- 
"  fure,  and  wander  from  place  to  place,  for  thofe  Tartars  have 
^  no  fettled  abode  y  they  contined  to  attend  us  every  day  in  great 
*^  parties,,  to  watch  our  moticms,  out  of  the  reach  of  our  guns, 
"  and  they  difappeared  entirely  on  our  arrival  in  the  gulf  of  IP- 
^  kander,  which  is  one  hundred  and  eighty  four  verfts  from  the 
*f  ifland,  of  Kulala.    In  this  gulf,  which  is  thiny  verfts  in  length 

**-  and. 
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^  and  eighteen  bfoad,  we  found  near  the  fliore  from  five  to  fix 
"  fathoms  water,  with  a  clear  ground  and  exceeding  good  an- 
"  chorage.'* 

On  the  loth  of  April,  the  veffel  in  which  I  had  embarked, 
failed  for  Baku^  and  coafting  the  north-eafl:  head*land  of  the 
bay,  anchored  at  Abfhhorah^*  a  road-ftead  on  a  rocky  fhore,  at 
which  place  moft  of  the  paffengers  came  on  board*  The  Ar- 
menians and  Greeks  had  remained  to  celebrate  the  Eafter-feftival 
at  Baku,  where  they  have  been  permitted  to  ere6l  a  fmall  chapell 
The  Perfians  of  Shirwan,  whether,  from  a  frequent  intercourfe 
with  the  Greeks,  who  introduce  much  wealth  into  their  coun- 
try, or  from  a  dread  of  the  Ruffian  powei*,  (hew  a  lefs  diflikc 
to  the  Chriftians  than  thofe  of  the  eaftern  provinces ••!• 

Not  being  confidered  a  ftaunch  member  of  the  faith,  or 
thought  to  poffefs  a  fufficient  fanftity  of  manners,  I  was  not 
invited  to  affift  at  the  conclufion  of  the  Eafter-faft.  But,  mucll 
againft  my  will,  I  became  a  partaker  of  it  on  board  the  veffel; 
On  the  morning  of  Eafter-funday,  long  before  break  of  day^. 
the  whole  (hip's  crew,  from  the  mafter  to  the  cook,  rulhed  tu- 
multuoufly  into  the  cabin,  where  I  was  afleep,  and  bellowed  out 
their  prayers  to  the  (igures  of  the  virgin,  and  their  patron.  Saint 

*  A  Perfian  compound  word,  figaifying  fait  waters. 

t  A  fociety  of  Perfians,  of  the  Sooni  faith,  is  eftabltflied  at  Shahniachee,.and  its; 
neighbourhood,  who  are  governed  by  a  chief  of  their  own  tribe,  a  proprietor  of  cer-- 
ttufl  diftridls  held  in  Feu  of  Futtah  Alt  Khan.. 

Nicholas,; 
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Nicholas,  for  the  fpeedy  deliverance  of  Chrift  from  the  grave, 
which  as  foon  as  was  fuppofed  to  be  eflfccted,  they  faluted  each 
other  by  a  kifs,  faying  •*  Chrift  has  rifen." 

During  the  fervor  of  this  occupation,  I  was  wholly  over-- 
looked  and  trampled  on.  They  did  not  however  neglefl  me  ia 
the  more  fubftantial  part  of  the  feftival ;  for  though  in  bed,  they 
placed  near  me  a  large  pudding  ftuffed  with  meat,  which  they 
^ameftly  defired  me  to  eati  obferving  that  as  I  muft  have  in- 
curred a  fevere  reftraint  during  their  rigorous  lent,  it  wv  now 
fieceflary  to  regale  and  be  merry.  They  themfelves  implicitly  con* 
formed  to  the  advice ;  and  from  the  extraordiriajcy  quantity  qi 
^efh  meat  which  they  haftily  devoured,  during  the(e  holidays, 
it  feemed  that  they  oat  as  much  for  the  purpofe  pf  compenfa- 
ting  loft  time,  as  the  gratification  of  appetite. 

On  the  13th  of  April,  every  perfon  and  every  parcel  that 
could  polfibly  find  a  place  being  embarked,  the  ve^pl  failed^  paf* 
fing  between  a  fn^aU  iflaqd  of  rocks  and  the  main.  Ob  looking 
around^  I  was  anjazed  at  the  crowd  of  paiTengers,  and  the  lum- 
ber that  was  fcattered  on  the  deck  and  fufpended  from  the  fides» 
I  could  not  have  thought  it  pofiible  for  fuch  a  fpace  to  contain 
fo  much  matter.  The  lodging  allotted  to  me»  admitted  fcantily 
of  my  length,  and  of  lying  only  on  one  fide;  but  I  was  fortu- 
nate in  an  interior  ftation»  which  faved  me  from  being  trod  on 
by  the  other  paflengers,  over  whom  lay  my  common  path* 
When  placed  at  the  fame  board  with  a  Ruflian^  an  Armeniauj 

a  Greeks 
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a  Greek,  and  a  Perfian,  I  ufed  to  inveftigate  with  a  pleafing  cu^ 
riolity  the  caufe  which  had  linked  in  the  bonds  of  fociety,  five- 
|)6rforis  of  different  nations,  manners,  and  prejudices.  The  union 
was  manifeftly  formed  by  felf-intereft,  which  when  refined  by 
a  kftofwledge  of  the  world,  induces  men  to  feek  profit  ^d  plea- 
pleaftire  through  various  channels,  and  in  the  purfuit,  which  is 
ciager  and  vigorous,  many  are  prompted  to  break  down  the 
ftrongeft  fences  which  education  or  fuperftition  can  plant. 

On  the  evening  of  the  20th,  having  feen  two  fifhing-boats^^ 
which  marked  the  vicinity  of  the  Aftracan  ftiore,  our  bark  came 
to  an  anchor  in  three  fathom  watei",  but  no  land  in  fight.  In 
the  evening  the  wiiid  begaft  to  blow  with  violence,  and  raifed 
the  fea  *y  which  in  the  Cafpian  is  foon  agitated,  having  a  fhort 
irregular  motion  and  breaking  with  great  force.  I  had  riot  been 
long  in  bed,,  when  the  Greek  gentleman  exprefled  an  apprehen* 
fioh  that  the  veffel  was  touching  the  ground,  which  was  foo» 
verified  by  a  rough  (hock  of  the  rudder.  A  feene  of  confu- 
fibn,  marked  with  various  tokens  of  diftrefe  now  enfued.  Some 
were  bawling  out  in  the  Ruffian,  the  Armenian  and  in  the  Per- 
fian language,  while  others  were  lamenting  their  fate  in  Greek 
and  Turkifli. 

Had  I  not  been  fb  efientially  intereflied  in  the  event,  which 
bore  a  very  unpromifing  afpeft,  the  diverfity  of  modes  adapted 
in  exprefling  a  fenfe  of  this  difafter,  would  have  afforded  mat* 
tcr  of  curious  notice.    Every  man  wais  imploring  the  divine  in- 

'  terpofitioQi 
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terpofition  in  his  own  manner  and  language  j  but  my  attention  wai 
chiefly  attrafted  by  a  Pcrfian  who  had  taken  refuge  in  the  ca- 
bin, a  place  he  imagined  of  the  more  fafety,  from  the  mailer 
having  taken  his  ftation  there.  In  a  piteous  tone>  he  begged 
that  I  would  accommodate  him  with  a  pillow,  that  he  might 
compofe  himfelf,  and  await  his  laft  hour  with  refignation ;  amidfl: 
his  ejaculations  which  were  loud  and  fervent,  he  did  not  once 
mention  the  name  of  Mahomet.  The  whole  force  of  his  prayers 
were  levelled  at  Ali,  on  whom  he  bellowed  every  title  that  could 
denote  fan£lity,  or  military  prowefs  j  he  called  on  him  by  the 
name  of  the  Friend  of  God,  ihc  Lord  of  the  faithful  and  the  Bran« 
difher  of  the  invincible  fword,  to  look  down  on  his  fervant,  and 
iliield  him  from  the  impending  evil ;  thinking  alfo  to  obtain  the 
more  grace  with  the  father,  he  would  occafionally  launch  out 
into  the  praifes  of  his  two  fons.* 

The  bales  of  filk,  with  which  the  cabin  was  filled  to  half 
its  height,  being  removed  forward,  the  veflel  which  ftruck  only 
at  the  ftern,  was  for  a  time  relieved ;  but  the  wind  and  fea  in- 
creafing,  our  danger  became  imminent.  I  propofed  to  the  Greek, 
to  throw  over  fome  part  of  the  cargoe,  as  the  beft  mode  of  fa- 
ying the  reft,  as  alfo  our  lives  j  and  he  was  difpofed  to  try  the 
expedient,  had  he  not  been  obftrufted  by  the  pafTengers,  who 
bitterly  inveighed  againft  the  propofal,  and  the  adventuring  Fe- 

*  Huffin  and  Hufleyiu 

jinghee, 
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ringhce  its  author,  who  having  nothing  to  lofe,  they  fald,  was 
little  interefted  in  the  iffue.  Yet  I  can  with  truth  aver,  that  in 
no  fituation  of  difficulty  in  which  I  have  been  occafionally  in- 
Tolved,  did  I  ever  feel  a  ftronger  reluftance  of  quitting  the  **  warm 
prccindts  of  day  i'*  I  could  not  with  adequate  fortitude  reconcile 
the  idea  of  being  loft  on  a  Ihore,  which  I  had  {o  long  fought 
with  labor  and  anxiety,  and  which  I  had  apprdached  only  to 
meet  deftru6^ion.  But  that  I  might  not  be  taken  wholly  unpre- 
pared. I  fecured  about  my  perfon  the  journal  of  my  route,  the 
only  article  of  property  which  was  in  the  leaft  valuable. 

Having  obtained  the  Greek's  confent  to  cut  away  fome 
heavy  lumber  which  hung  from  that  quarter,  and  greatly  con- 
tributed to  augment  the  force  of  the.yeffers  ftriking  the' ground; 
I  began  to  throw  into  the  fea  empty  calks,  tubs,  and  bafkets 
of  fruit ;  and  was  proceeding  brilkly  in  the  work,  when  I  was 
driven  from  my  poft  by  a  ftrong  party  of  the  proprietors. 

On  the  22d,  before  noon,  the  wind  having  abated  a  little^ 
the  crew  were  enabled,  though  with  with  difficulty,  to  hoift  out 
the  boat,  which  was  out  of  all  proportion,  large  and  heavy ; 
nor  did  the  veffel  ever  touch  the  ground  after  being  dilbur- 
thencd  of  this  mafs.  ^ 

On    the  23d,  at  anchor,  the  wind  moderate  but   contrary. 

The  veflel  remained  nearly  in  the  fame  place   until  the  2?th, 

when   many   fiihing  boats  came  in   fight  y    not  •  lefs  I  imagine, 

than  one  hundred  5  and  fome  of  them  vifiiing  U5,  we  purcbafed 

Vol  II.  K  k  at 
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at  the  rate  of  a  (hilling  a  piece  excellent  fturgeon,  the  roes  of 
which,  ftripped  of  the  filaments  and  fprinkled  with  fait,  with- 
out any  other  preparation,  is  the  common  food  of  the  Ruffians,, 
and  of  which  I  have  eat  heartily.  This  when  dried,  is  called 
in  Europe,  the  caviar,  and  produces  a  profitable  traffick  to  the 
city  of  Aftracan.  The  fturgeon  fifliery  is  chiefly  conduced  by 
Kalmuck  Tartars,  who  find  a  ready  fale  for  their  fi(h,  at  nu- 
merous fa6tories,  eflabliflied  by  the  Ruffians,  on  the  lower  parts 
of  the  Volga,  for  the  purpofe  of  falting  fturgeon  and  preparing 
the  caviar. 

Having  underftood  that  the  Kalmucks  were  a  migrating 
people,  confifting  wholly  of  fhepherds  and  foldiers,  who  derived 
a  fubfiftance  from  their  broodis  of  cattle,  and  marauding  expe- 
ditions, I  was  furprized  at  feeing  them  occupied  in  a  marine  pro- 
feffion*  But  many  thoufands  of  the  Kalmuck  race  are  fcattered 
about  the  northern  coafl:  of  the  Cafpian,  where  in  fmali  narrow 
boats,  worked  by  four  or  five  perfons,  they  are  engaged  in  the  ftur- 
geon fiihery  during  the  fummer  months*  They  often  continue 
many  fucceffive  days  at  fea,  the  water*  of  which  they  drink.  And 
they  eat  in  its  raw  ftate  part  of  the  produce  of  their  labors. 

The  R  B  is  not  perhaps  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  a  human  creature 

*  At  the  difiancc  of  fifteen  and  twenty  kagues  from  the  nerth  ihore  of  the  Cas- 
pian, the  water  frefliened  by  the  large  rivers  flowing  into  it  from  that  quarter,  may 
be  drunk  without  prejudice  s  it  being  only  brackift^  when  the  wiad  blows  ftrong  fron& 
the  fouthward. 

who 
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who  livc$  on  coarfer  fare,  or  to  a  civilized  people  more  di%a(ling 
than  a  Kalmuck  Tartar ;  not  even  the  favages  of  fouthern  Africa. 
Putrid  fifh  raw,  or  the  flefti  of  carrion,  horfes,  oxen,  and  ca- 
mds>  is  the  ordinary  food  of  Kalmucks  -,  and  they  are  more 
a£tive  and  lefs  fufceptible  of  the  inclemency  of  weather,  than 
any  race  of  men  I  have  ever  feen.  The  features  of  a  Kalmuck, 
though  coarfer,  bear  a  ftriking  refemblance  to  thofe  of  a  Chi- 
nefe ;  the  upper  part  of  his  nofe  is  fcarcely  feen  to  projeft  from 
the  face,,  and  its  extremity  is  furnifhcd  with  widely  dilated 
noftrils. 

Being  anxious  to  leave  the  (hip  whofe  provifions  were  nearly 
confumed,  and  which  from  the  crowd  and  filth  of  the  paflea- 
gers,  had  become  very  ofFenfive,  I  hired  in  conjunflion  with  the 
Greek  gentleman,  a  Kalmuck  boat  to  go  to  Aflracan.  But  be* 
fore  I  quit  the  fubjeft  of  the  veffel,  I  muft  mention  to  you  that  we 
brought  from  Baku  five  Hindoos ;  two  of  them  were  merchants 
of  Moultan  and  three  were  mendicants^  a  father,  his  fon,  and 
a  Sunya&e.*  The  laft  was  a  hale,  fpririted  young  man,  who 
impelled  by  an  equal  alertnefs  in  mind  and  body,  blended  alfo , 
with  a  ftrong  tin6lure:of  fanaticifm,  was  making,  it  may  be 
termed,  the  tour  of  the  world  j  for  he  did  not  feem  to  hold 
it  a  matter  of  much  concern  whither  bis  courfe  was  dire6led, 
provided  he  was  in  motion 

.  *  The  iume  of  a  reUgicNis  (tik  oflHtodoos,  chiefly  of  the  Bmca'ui  tribe. 
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The  Hindoos  at  Baku  had  iupplied  his  little  wants,  and  re* 
commended  him  to  their  agents  in  Ruflia,  whence  he  faid,  ht 
would  like  to  proceed  with  me  to  England.  The  Moultanee 
Hindoos  were  gcMng  to  Aftracan  on  a  commercial  adventure 
merely,  and  would  not  have  gone  a  mile  out  of  the  road  to  havo 
ferved  God  or  man.  When  I  accufed  the  Hindoos  of  polluting 
themfelves  by  drinking  the  cafk- water,  and  preparing  victuals 
in  the  (hip- kitchen,  they  obferved,  that  they  had  already  become 
impure  by  croffing  the  forlndden  river,*  beyond  which  all  dif- 
crimination  of  tribes  ceafed.  Though  fpirituous  liquors  are  pro- 
hibited to  the  Hindoos,  it  does  not  appear  that  the  ule  of  bang, 
an  intoxicating  weed  which  refembles  the  hemp  in  Europe,  and 
i^  prepared  either  for  fmoking  or  a  draught,  is  confidered  even  by 
the  mod  rigid,  a  breach  of  the  kw,  for  they  drink  it  withoi^ 
referve,  and  often  to  excefs. 

In  the  evening  of  the  28th  of  April,  four  of  us  embarked 
in  one  of  the  Kalmuck  boats^  rowed  by  four  flout  men,  who 
direi^ling  a  courfe  for  the  Aflracan  channel,  proceeded  at  the  rate 
of  five  miles  an  hour,  over  v; ry  fmooth  water ;  we  reached  be^ 
fore  night  a  fmall  inhabited  ifland,  about  twenty  five  miles 
diftant  from  the  veflel ;  and  as  the  Kalmucks  were  fatigued  with 
hard  work,  it  was  agreed  to  go  on  fhore  for  a  few  hours  to 
give  them  a  relpite.     I  landed  with  joy  on   the  territory   of 

•  The  Attoc.  ^N.  B.  The  verfes  of  the  Empexor  to  the  Hindoo- Rajah. 

Ruffia; 


FORSTER'S    TRAVELS.  a6i 

.Ruflia  }  arid  you  who  have  now  pcrufed  the  ftory  of  my  long, 
laborious  journey,  will  fee  reafon,  without  the  aid  of  figurative 
enlargement,  for  the  pleafure  I  felt.  The  inhabitants  of  the 
ifland,  who  were  agents  of  the  fturgcon  fifliery,  received  us  with 
cordiaFity,  and  when  apprized  of  the  Greek  gentleman's  rank  in 
the  fervice,  treated  him  with  much  refpedt*  In  a  wooden  houfe, 
cleanly  furnifhed  in  the  European  manner,  which  to  me  was  a 
rare  objeft,  we  were  entertained  with  a  difli  of  fturgeon  in 
l>roth,  good  bread,  and  pure  water^  Excufe  the  fcnfuality  of  my 
defcription ;  but  I  muft  give  way  to  an  impulfe  of  joy  at  the 
remembrance  of  that  delicious  meal.  It  was  perfonally  ferved 
up  by  our  hoft,  who  agreeably,  to  the  ancient  cuftom  of  Ruflia 
waited  at  table,  and  performed  all  the  ofEces  of  afliduous  hoi^ 
pitality. 

At  the  conclufion  of  die  repad,  in  which  the  Kalmucks  had 
fubfequently  (hared,  we  proceeded  on  our  journey,  and  leaving 
John's  Ifland*  on  the  left,  the  lights  of  which  were  feen,  en- 
tered the  Aftracan  branch  of  the  Volga.  About  midnight  the 
boatmen  became  (b  much  harrafTed  by  the  labor  of  the  oar,  at 
which  they  probably  had  been  employed  all  the  preceding  day, 
that  it  was  found  necelTaiy  to  refrefh  them  with  a  little  fleep, 
of  which  I  was  alfo  in  great  need.    Having  only  a  (pace  to  ik 

*  Called  alfo  Chattiree  Bougarrec*  It  ftands  at  the  mouth  of  the  Aftracair  channel, 
and  is  fiirniihed  with  a  light-bouie. 
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on  with  my  legs  bent  under  me,  the  pbfitiofi  had  long  been 
very  painfnl,  and  no  fooner  did  the  boM  toudi  ground,  than 
leaping  out,  I  fpread  my  cloak  on  the  ground^  and  flept  feundly 
three  hours.  At  day  light  we  commenced  our  journey,  which 
led  amoilg  numerous  low  iflands,  covered  with  reeds,  and  about 
eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  arrived  at  a  ftation  called  the 
Brand  Wacht,  about  twelve  miles  within  John's  Ifland,  where 
a  marine  guard  is  pofted  for  the  prote£tion  of  the  cuftom 
houfe,  and  enforcing  the  occafional  obfervance  of  quarantine. 
It  was  fortunate  that  I  had  procured  a  written  teflimony  of 
my  fituation  from  the  captain  of  the  frigate  at  Baku,  without 
which  I  muft  have  awaited  the  orders  of  the  Aftracan  govern- 
ment. We  difcharged  the  Kalmucks  at  the  Brand  Wacht,  and 
hired  an  eight  oared  boat,  the  property  of  Turkoman  Tartars,* 
who  were  clothed  like  Ruffian  feameii,  and  very  expert  in  the 
management  of  the  oar. 

Thb  Turkoman  fubje6ls  of  Raffia,  are  an  induftrious  quiet 
people,  and  have  become  ufefut  fubje£b  to  the  ftate.  Many  of 
them  ferve  in  the  navy  and  army,  where  they  are  received  without 
obje6lion  to  their  religious  tenets,  which  are  lefs  intemperate,  than 
thofe  of  any  other  of  the  weftem  Mahometans.  Few  vill^es  are 
feen  on  die  borders  of  this  branch  of  the  Volga ;  the  land^  nearly 

*  The  defcenduifs  of  thofe  Tartars,  who  were  ta  pofieffion  of  Aftracan,  when  it 
was  fubdued  in  1552,  by  the  Czar,  Ivan  Bafilivitz,  furnamcd  the  Tyrant. 

level 
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level  with  the  water,  is  thickly  covered  with  reeds,  affording  a 
commodious  flielter  to  numerous  flocks  of  wild  geefe,  which  feem 
to  have  reforted  thither  from  all  quarters  of  the  globe  ^  nor  could 
they  have  chofen  a  fitter  place  ^  it  is  equally  fecluded  from  the 
haunts  of  men  and  animals,  defended  by  a  flrong  cover,  and  abun* 
dantly  fupplied  with  frefh  water. 

When  we  arrived  in  fight  of  the  great  church  of  Aflracan^ 
which  with  the  other  fpires  and  high  buildings  of  that  city,  pre« 
fent  a  beautiful  viila  to  a  long  reach  of  the  Volga^  my  Greek  friend 
arofe^  and  making  the  fign  of  the  crofs  on  his  body,  offered  up> 
with  an  unafie6led  decent  devotion,  a  prayer  of  thankfgiving  for 
his  fafe  return  to  his  country  \  and  I  truft  that  I  (hall  not  incur 
your  cenfure  for  having  adopted  his  manner  and  example.  Forms 
are  the  leaft  important  part  of  our  duty,  and  the  obfervance  of 
this,  I  held  a  necefTary  refpedt  for  the  religious  worfhip  of  a  man 
who  had  rendered  me  effential  offices  of  humanity. 

On  our  arrival  at  his  houfe,  which  (lands  on  the  bank  of  the 
river,  I  requefted  leave  to  retire  to  a  feparate  apartment  until  my 
perfon  (hould  undergo  a  purification,  which  had  now  become  ur- 
gently necefTary,  and  fome  European  apparel  provided.  This  warm 
hearted  Greek  would  not  liflen  to  the  propofal,  but  feizing  my 
arm,  forcibly  dragged  me  into  the  room,  where  his  wife,  a  pretty 
young  woman,  and  fome  gentlemen  of  the  place  were  afTembled^ 
He  introduced  me  to  the  company,  by  the  name  of  Signor  Georgio, 
and  in  a  few  words,  recounted  to  them  the  heads  of  my  (lory. 

Though 
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Though  I  was  clad  in  an  ordinary  Pcrfian  drcfs,  had  a  rough 
beard,  and  a  very  weather-beaten  face,  not  one  of  them  feemed  to 
notice  the  uncouth' appearance,  but  by  kind  and  polite  congratu^ 
lations,  took  eveiy  occafion  to  difpel  my  evident  embarralTment* 
I  foon  went  to  bed,  where  I  muft  hav«  been  overpowered  by  a 
flrong  fleep ;  for  the  Greek  told  me  in  the  morning,  that  he  had 
made  repeated  attempts  to  awaken  me,  fearing  that  his  houfe 
would  have  been  confumed  by  a  fire,  which  had  broke  out  with 
violence  in  the  neighbourhood.  My  hoft  infifted  on  furnifhing 
me  with  clothing  out  of  his  own  wardrobe,  obferving  that  my 
fliort  ftay  at  Aftracan,  would  not  admit  of  a  new  equipment; 
an  Armenian  gentleman,  who  came  to  welcome  the  Greek's  ar-> 
rival,  propofed  to  introduce  me  to  the  officer,  commanding  the 
Cafpian  fquadron,  and  to  one  of  my  countrymen,  a  lieutenant 
in  the  Ruffian  navy. 

The  commodore,*  who  fpoke  the  Engliffi  language  very  in- 
teHigibly,  received  us  with  much  politenefs,  and  fent  a  fervant 
to  inform  Mr.  Long,  the  Englifli  gentleman,  of  my  arrival. 
The  connexion  which  I  formed  with  my  countryman,  who  was 
of  a  friendly  and  chcarful  difpofition,  rendered  my  ftay  at  Af- 
tracan, very  pleafant;  and  having  little  other  occupation  there, 
than  that  of  a  fpeftator,  you  will  neceffarily  fuppofc,  that  I 
ought  to  give  fome  defcription  of  this  quarter  of  Ruliia;  but 

•  Peter  Hannicoffi  a  knight  of  one  of  the  military  orders. 
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the  fubjcft  has  already  been  fo  amply  inveftigated  by  writers  of 
almoft  every  European  nation^  that  had  even  my  refidence  enabled 
me  to  undertake  the  difcudion,  little  remains  to  be  defcribed. 

It  is  feen  in  the  hiftory  of  Riiffia,  that  the  Czar,  Ivan  Bafi- 
lovitz,  having  in  the  year  1552,  conquered  the  Tartar  kingdom 
of  Cafan,  he  turned  his  arms  againft  the  Nogay  Tartars  of  Aftra- 
can,  and  fubdued  their  country,  the  capital  of  which  he  took  by 
aflault,  and  ftrengthened  it  by  a  new  fortification  in  the  Afiatic 
manner.  The  fpace  which  the  territory  of  Aftracan  occupies  on 
the  face  of  the  globe  is  fo  peculiarly  marked,  that  it  enforces  the 
notice  of  every  obferver.  On  the  eaft  and  fouth-eaft,  it  is  Ikirted 
by  a  wild  extenfive  defert,  reaching  Uf  the  habitable  quarters  of 
Tranfoxonian  Tartary ;  on  the  fouth,  it  hath  the  barren  fliores  of 
the  Cafpian  fea  j  on  the  fouth-eaft,  a  defert  of  three  or  four  hun* 
dred  miles,  extending  to  Circadia,  which  is  only  fupplied  at  two 
places  with  fr^fh  water ;  and  on  the  weft,  another  fpacious  wade 
divides  it  from  the  Black  fea: 

On  thefe  dreary  plains,  little  other  veftige  of  humanity  is 
ieen  than  thinly  fcattered  hords  of  roving  Tartars,  whofe  rude 
and  favage  life  but  increafes  the  horror  of  the  fcene;  and,  as 
if  the  kinder  powers  of  nature  had  been  deftroyed,  or  arrefted 
by  fome  malignant  influence,  not  a  flirub  or  blade  of  grafs  is 
to  be  feen  on  many  of  thefe  plains  that  is  not  tainted  with 
noxious  qualities.  To  the  north  and  north-eaft,  the  province 
of  Aftracan  is  bounded  by  Ruffia  Proper,  and  Cazan,  on  which 

Vol.  11.  '  LI  fide 
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fide  alio  a  wide  tra£l:  of  barren  land  is  interpofed.  The  ifland 
on  which  Aflracan  ftands^  as  well  as  its  dependant  territory^ 
produces  no  grain,  and  though  fo  deeply  furrounded  by  deferts, 
no  quarter  of  the  Ruflian  dominions  is  more  abundantly  fup- 
plied  with  this  provifion.  The  country  to  the  weftward  and 
fbuthward  of  Aflracan,  produces  a  natural  fait  of  an  excellent 
quality  for  domeftic  ufes,  which  is  tranfported  from  thence  to 
remote  parts  of  the  empire,  chiefly  by  water  carriage.*  The 
flourifhing  ftate  of  the  province  of  Aftracan,  hath  alfo  been 
largely  promoted  by  its  fifheries  on  the  Volga  and  the  Cafpian 
iea,  where  the  fifh  are  procured  and  falted  at  a  cheap  rate^  and 
the  fale  is  very  extenfivf. 

A  BRISK  trafHck  has  long  fubfifled  between  Aftracan  and 
the  Tartars  of  Bochara  and  Khieva,  who  in  return  for  their 
curious  furs  and  lambfkinSj  purchaie  a  variety  of  European  com- 
modities. Yet  the  natural  advantages  of  Aftracan  would  yield 
but  a  imall  portion  of  their  benefits,  did  not  the  Volga  f  urniih  the 
means  of  a  fecure  and  commodious  conveyance.  This  river, 
which  has  a  courfe  of  not  lefs  than  two  thoafand  Britiih  miles, 
takes  its  rife  from  a  lake  of  the  fame  name,  in  the  province  of  No- 

•  Saltpetre,  though  not  in  large  quantities,  is  found  in  the  vicinity  of  Aftracan, 
which,  according  to  Cooke,  is  taken  out  of  the  earth,  and  macerated  for  fome  time  in 
water  $  then  they  draw  it  ofF,  and  by  adding  foot  and  fome  quick  lime,  evaporate  the 
water,  and  make  as  good  ikltpetre  as  caa  be  made  any  where.  See  trads  of  Mr. 
William  Cooke,  Surgeon*. 

yogorod^. 
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vogorbd,  latitude  syy  longitude  caft  51,  and  after  Ikirting  numc- 
K)us  cities  and  mercantile  towns^  falls  into  the  Cafpian  fea,  forty 
mil^  bejiow  Aftracan.  In  this  courfe,  it  receives  many  rivers  and 
lefier  ftreams^  which  fpreading  to  the  eaftward,  form  a  navigable 
communication  throughout  that  wide  fpace  of  country,  lying  be* 
f  ween  Siberia  and  the  Dnieper. 

By  the  Occa  which  receives  the  river  Mofca  and  joins  the  Vol- 
ga«  at  the  city  of  Nijnio  Novogorod,  large  boats  pafs  from  Aftracan 
to  the  old  capital ;  and  by  a  canal  which  unites  the  Volga  with  the 
Mfta,  a  river  ultimately  flowing  into  the  Ladoga  lake^  the  fource  of 
the  Neva,  an  inland  navigation  is  completely  opened  between  the 
Cafpian  and  the  Baltic  feas.  From  the  level  face  of  the  country, 
the  current  *  of  the  Volga  has  little  force,  and  will  admit  of  boats 
being  warped  againft  it,  at  the  rate  of  three  miles  an  hour.*f-  The 
city  of  Aftracan  is  fuppof^d  to  contain  about  eighty  thoufand  in- 
habitants. Exclufive  of  the  Ruffians,  there  is  a  numerous  colon;]^ 
of  Nagayan  Tartars,  (the  ancient  people  of  the  country),  many 
Creeks,  Armenians,  and  Circafli^ns,  fbme  itinerant  Perfians,  and  a. 
fmall  fociety  of  Hindoos. 

In  the  life  of  Timur  Beg,  tranflated  from  the  Perfic  by  M. 
Petit  de  la  Croix,  Aftracan  is  denominated  Hadji  Terkan,  one 
of  the  principal  cities  of  the  kingdom  of  Kapohac,   which  Ti-» 

*  It  runs  about  one  and  a  half,  and  two  miles  per  hour. 

t  For  a  defcription  of  the  manner  in  which  thefe  bo^ts  are  worked,  fee  Hanway's 
and  Bruce's  travels. 

L  1  2  raur, 
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mur,  when  he  penetrated  into  that  quarter  of  Tartary,  took  and 
deftroyed.  This  prince  detached  alfo  a  part  of  his  army  fur- 
ther up  the  Volga  to  Serai,^  the  capital  of  Kapchac,  which 
was  plundered  and  reduced  to  afhes.  In  the  hiftory  of  Timur, 
I  find  a  paffage  relative  to  Ruffia,  which  for  the  curious  in« 
formation  it  conveys^  deferves  a  diflin£i  notice. 

TiMUR,  in  the  purfuit  of  a  vanquiflied  enemy,  arrived  at 
the  river  Dnieper,  which  leaving  on  the  left,  he  croffed  the 
Don,  and  entered  the  dominion  of  Ruflia.  The  author,  in  the 
Englifli  tranflation,  fays,  ''  our  foldiers  purfued  him  as  far  as 
**  Corafon,  the  prefcnt  Korefh,  a  town  of  Grand  Ruflia,  which 
^  they  entirely  pillaged.  They  ovcr-run  all  the  great  kingdom  of 
*^  Mufcovy  and  Ourous-dgic>  or  Little  Ruflia,  where  they  took 
"  prodigious  droves  of  cattle,  and  abundance  of  women,  and  girls 
^'  of  all  ages,  and  of  an  extraordinary  beauty  and  fliape*  Then 
**  Timur  went  in  perfon  to  the  city  of  Mofcow,  the  capital  of 
^^  Grand  Ruflla,  which  his  foldiers  plundered,  as  they  had  done 
J^  all  the  neighbouring  places  dependant  on  it,  defeating  and  cut- 
**  ting  in  pieces  the  governors  and  princes.  The  Ruffians  and 
*<  Muscovites  never  beheki  their  kingdom  in  fo  bad  a  condition  i 
^'  their  plains  being  covered  with  dead  bodies.  The  army  en^ 
^^  riched  themfelves  with  whatever  they  could  find  in  this  vaft 
•*  country,  as  ingots  of  gold,  filver  blades,  great  quantities  of 

*  An  Afiatic  word  fignifying  refidence* 

5'  antioch^s 
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"  antioch;  very  much  efteemed  cloth,  wove  in  Ruffia  with  a  great 
*^  deal  of  ikill  and  nicety  s  vaft  numbers  of  fables,  black  as  jet» 
"  and  ermins,  with  which  every  perfon  in  the  army  was  fuf- 
"  ficiently  fumiihed,  both  for  his  own  and  his  childrcns  lives; 
"  as  likewife  Ikins  of  vacafti,  grey  and  white,  fpotted  like  tygers 
"  Ikins.  They  alfo  brought  away  many  fkins  of  grey  and  red 
"foxes,  and  an  infinite  number  of  young  colts  which  had  not 
"  been  fliod.  It  would  be  tedious  to  give  a  detail  of  all  the 
"  booty  they  obtained  in  this  great  country/* 

What  an  immenfe  fcope  did  the  conquefts  and  invafions  of 
Timur  embrace.  His  arms  were  feen  vi£torious  on  the  Ganges,  and 
his  banners  flying  on  the  confines  of  the  Baltic  fea  I  yet,  view  the 
fcene  of  the  prefent  day,  and  you  will  behold  the  great  empirei 
which  he  founded,  mouldered  into  dutt.  Rufiia  which  had  felt  the 
force  of  the  deftruftive  Tartar,  and  was  but  yefterday  drawn 
out  of  barbarifm  and  reduced  into  form,  bath  already  taken  am- 
ple vengeance*  for  the  difgrace  flie  then  fufFered ;  and  in  the 
probable  revolution  of  events,  promifes  to  complete  the  work 
which  has  been  fo  fuccefsfuUy  begun. 

During  the  flourifhing  ftate  of  Perfia  and  Turkey,  when 
thefe  powers  were  enabled  to  reftrain  the  Ruffian  empire  within  its 
proper  limit,  Aflxacan  was  confidered  an  important  frontier.    But 

•  Tbc  imperial  family  of  Turkey  is  of  the  Tartv  race. 

fince 
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fince  the  decay  of  the  Perfian  monarchy,  the  itidependance  of 
Georgia,  and  the  cefllon  of  the  Crimea  by  the  Turks,  who  in  thisf 
furrender  have  proclaimed  their  we^nefs  and  pufillanimity  to 
the  world;  and  fince  the  Tartars  who  were  Scattered  over  thtt 
eaftern  and  weftern  fides  of  the  Volga,  have  been  either  com- 
pelled to  defert  their  haunts,  or  fiibmit  to  the  Ruffian  power, 
this  proWnce  no  longer  forms  the  boundary  of  the  empire.  The 
government  of  Afiracan,  is  now  diredted  by  a  fyftem  wlioUy  civil 
and  commercial,  and  the  garrifon  oonfifts  of  about  fifteen  hundred 
men,  who  have  more  the  appearance  ci  mititia  than  regular 
troops,  and  are  confpicuoufly  deficient  in  militaiy  order. 

In  this  city,  which  occupies  a  mediate  fituation  between  Afia 
and  Europe,  there  is  perhaps  a  more  diverfil|ed  afiemfalage  of 
nations,  than  on  any  other  fpot  on  the  globe,  and  a  more 
liberal  difplay  of  toleration ;  you  kc  the  Gfeek,  Lutheran, 
and  Roman  churches,  mingled  with  the  Mahometan  mofque 
and  Hindoo  pagoda,  and  the  different  feftariea  unked  by  the 
bonds  of  a  common  focial  compaf):.  The  lai^eft  portion  of 
the  induftry  and  adventure  whieh  fiipports  the  commerce  of 
Aftrac^i,  is  contributed  by  the  Armenians,  who  are  the  pro- 
prietors of  moft  of  the  Cafpian  veflels,  and  the  chief  condu^rs 
of  the  Perfian  trade.  By  their  pliant  mtoners  but  more  by 
their  wealth,  which  has  fupplied  the  means  of  fecuring  the  favor 
of  government,  the  Armenians  have  acquired  a  diftmguifhed  in- 
fluence 
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fluence  and  refpe^l  in  this  province.  Where  they  exhibit  a 
cumbrous  luxury  and  fplendor;  and  generally  adopt  the  Ruf- 
fian manners.  It  evidently  appears  that  the  extenfive  encou« 
ragement  given  to  thefe  people,  has  conduced  to  introduce  much 
wealth  and  commercial  emulation  into  this  part  of  the  empire^^ 

The  Hindoos  alfo  enjoy  at  Aftracan  very  fair  indulgence  ^ 
nor  could  they  in  the  moft  celebrated  places  of  worfliip  in  India^ 
perform  their  rites  with  more  freedom.  They  are  not  ftationary 
refidents,  nor  do  they  keep  any  of  their  females  in  this  city; 
but  after  accumulating  a  certain  property  they  return  to  India^ 
and  are  fucceeded  by  other  adventurers.  Being  a  mercantile  fe£t 
of  their  nation,  and  occupied  in  a  defultory  fpecies  of  traffick^ 
they  have  negle6ted  to  prefcrve  any  record  of  their  firft  fettle* 
ment,  and  fubfequent  progrefs  in  this  quarter  of  Ruffia ;  nor  is^ 
tiie  izdi  afcertained  with  any  accuracy  by  the  natives  of  Aflracan. 
In  the  karavanfera  allotted  to  them,  which  is  commodious  and 
detached,  they  make  their  ablutions  and  offer  up  their  prayers^ 
without  attra6Hng  even  the  curiofity  of  the  Chriftian^ ;  and  they 
do  not  fail  to  gratefully  contraft  fo  temperate  a  conduft  with 
that  of  Perfia,  where  their  religion,  perfon?,  and  property,,  arc 
equally  expofod  to  the  attacks  of  bigotry  and  avarice. 

Manifest  proofs  were  daily  prefentcd  to  me  of  the  benefit^ 
conferred  by  the  Volga  on  Aftracan,  and  the  fouthern  quarters 
of  the  province,  which  though  produ6tive  of  no  grain^  and  but 

little 
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little  pafturage,  are  amply  fupplied  with  provifions,*  from  the 
vicinity  of  Czaritfin,  and  even  from  Cafan,  though  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  one  thoufand  miles.  A  grand  teftimony  of  the  ufes  of 
this  river,  which  is  formed  on  common  notice,  is  feen  in  the  im- 
mediate conftru6lion  of  the  city  of  Aftracan,  which,  though  not 
a  tree  grows  in  the  province,  except  in  gardens,  is  chiefly  com* 
pofed  of  wooden  houfes  j  numerous  velTels  are  alfo  built  in  the 
docks,  and  vafl:  quantity  of  fuel  is  confumed  by  the  inhabitants. 
All  this  timber  is  floated  down  the  Volga,  or  imported  in  boats 
from  the  upper  countries. 

During  my  (hort  ftay  at  Afl:racan,  I  daily  vifited  the  ma- 
rine yard,  where  I  received  much  pleafure  in  viewing  the  pro- 
grefs  which  the  Ruflians  have  made  in  all  the  degrees  of  naval 
archite6J:ure,  fmce  the  time  of  Peter.  The  fquadron  now  in 
force  for  the  proteftion  of  the  Cafpian  trade,  and  awing  fuch 
of  the  bordering  fl:ates  as  may  be  hoftile  to  the  defigns  of  Ruf- 
fia,  confifts  of  five  frigates -j-  of  twenty  guns,  one  bomb-ketch 
and  fome  tenders.  Out  of  this  amount,  two  frigates  with  the 
bomb- ketch  are  at  Aft:racan,  one  at  fea,  and  two  on  the  paflage 
from  Cafan,  Thefe  veflels  on  account  of  the  (hallows  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Volga,  are  conftru6Ved  on  a  broad  bottom,  and 
draw  only  eight  or  nine  feet  water.     An  extenfive  marine  yard 


*  Wheat  bread,  bore  the  price  of  one  and  a  half  farthing  per  pound,  and  beef  of 

three  farthings  per  pound, 
t  Six  pounders« 

has 
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has  been  within  this  late  years  eftablifhed  at  Cafan^  where  the 
abundant  produce  of  oak  timber»  and  other  necelTary  materials, 
with  the  advantage  of  the  river,  have  pointed  out  the  conveniency 
of  building  the  hulls  of  the  veffels  deftined  for  the  Cafpian  fervice. 
The  Ruflians  have  introduced  into  their  navy,  many  of  the  Dutch 
principles  and  regulations,  which  it  is  probable  were  adopted 
by  Peter,  fubfequently  to  his  refidence  in  Holland,  and  by  the 
naval  officers  which  he  invited  from  that  Country.  Some  French 
ordinances  relative  to  the  rank  and  duty  of  officers,  are  alfo  in- 
troduced, but  it  is  not  feen  that  their  fyftem  has  received  any 
improvement  from  the  marine  of  England. 

The  Ruffian  feamen,  in  addition  to  their  diet  and  [clothes,  re- 
ceive nine  rubles*  per  annum,  and  as  an  inducement  to  prefer  the  nap- 
val  fervice,  they  are  fupplied  with  a  daily  ration  of  flelh  provifions  ^ 
an  allowance  not  granted  to  the  army,  though  it  is  alfo  furnifhed 
with  diet-|-  by  the  government.  The  Cafpian  fquadron  at  this 
period,  a6ts  ultimately  under  the  orders  of  General  Potemkin, 
whofe  army  is  ftationed  between  the  Cafpian  and  the  Black-fea« 
A  part  of  this  force  has  been  lately  detached  into  Georgia,  the 
territory  of  Prince  Heraclius,:):  a  Chriftian  chief,  who  in  the  lail 
war  between  the  Ruffians  and  the  Turks,  withdrew  his  allegiance 
from  the  Porte. 

*  A  ruble  amounts  to  about  four  (hilljpgs  and  three  pence. 

f  Confifting  of  rye-bread,  and  fait  only. 

X  He  is  denominated  by  the  Adatics,  Heracly  Khan. 

Vol.  II.  Mm  Since 
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SiMC9  t^  9CC!e0i(m  of  the  Crimea  to  RufTia,  the  empfeHi 
hath  held  out  an  avowed  prote6tion  tQ  Heraclius,  who  is  now 
declared  an  independiant  prince )  and  it  appears  that  an  officer 
of  the  court  has  been  deputed  to  prdGbnt  him,  in  the  imperial 
nam^  with  a  crown  of  gold,  and  the  title  of  King  of  Grafia.* 
By  tlus  a£l  of  policy,  wluch  Involved  no.  danger  or  charge,  hath 
the  afpiring  monarch  of  Ruffia,  iecured  an  ufeful  ally,  and  efta- 
blifhed  on  the  fide  of  Georgia  a  fubftantial  barrier  againft  tho 
natural  enemies  of  her  ftate.  The  other  potentates  of  Europe, 
are  in  the  ufage  of  prefenting  their  portraits,  fonie  curious  ani* 
mat,  perhaps,  or  patents  of  nobility  to  their  allies  and  fav<v< 
rites ;  but  a  commanding  fortune  ha$  onabled  Catharine  to  be« 
Aow  on  her  fricRdSf-f*  crowns  mi  kingdoms.  It  may  be  faid 
that  RuiHa  holds  the  fupremacy  of  Oeoi^iat  and  it  is  probable 
that  at  the  death  of  the  prince,  a  period  which  his  advanced 
age  peaces  at  no  remote  diftance,  the  fucceffion  with  be  arranged 
in  the  manner  mc^  accordant  with  the  poliqr  of  t^e  cQort  of 
Eefterihurgh. 

Am  occurence  befel  me  an  the  day  previoufly  to  my  depart 
tore  from  Aftracan,  which  from  a  curious  £a£t  which  it  diiclo* 
kdt  may  not  be  unworthy  of  your  notice.  Whilft  I  was  look* 
ing  at  £>me  paffages  <^  Hanway's  travels  in  Mr;  Long*s  apart-» 


•  An  ancient  name,  I  underfland,  of  Georgia. 
t  Count  Foniatou%  and  Hcraclius. 


mfnt. 
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ment,  a  Ruffian  gentleman  came  in,  who  perceiving  that  I  was 
a  foreigner,  and  from  fome  broken  words  which  I  fpoke,  pro- 
bably an  Englifhman,  he  addreffed  me  with  fluency  in  my  own 
language  j  the  book  in  my  hand,  which  he  obferved,  belonged  to 
him,  had  great  merit,  and  that  he  was  himfelf  well  acquainted 
with  many  of  the  events  recorded  in  it.  Without  ceremony 
he  entered  into  a  general  difcuffion  of  the  hiftory  of  Perfia,  from 
the  period  of  Hanway*s  conclufion  to  the  prcfent  time,  and  treated 
the  fubjeft  with  much  apparent  accuracy. 

This  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Marcke,  had  held  the  rank 
bf  Brigadier  General,  in  the  Ruflian  fervice,  and  for  fome  years 
direfled  the  affairs  of  the  Ruffian  feftory  at  (5hilan.  But,  on  a 
charge  of  opprcfl&ng  fome  Armenian  merchants,  he  was  difmif- 
fed  from  the  fervice,  and  mul6led  in  the  whole  amount  of  his 
property.  Mr.  Marcke  concluded  his  obfervations  on  Perfia^  by 
rioticing,  that  the  Captain  Elton,  who  has  been  already  men* 
tioned,  married  an  Armenian  woman  in  Ohilan,  and  his  daugh*- 
ter,  the  iffiie  of  that  marriage,  was  now  refiding  at  Aftracan. 
Intelligence,  he  faid,  had  been  received,  that  an  eftate  or  legacy 
had  been  bequeathed  lo  Elton,  during  his  fuppofed  refidence  in 
i^erfia,  and  that  if  ifiich  property  had  really  devolved  on  him, 
no  one  poffeffed  a  fairer  claim  to  it  than  his  daughter,  who 
could  afcertain  the  legitimacy  of  her  birth,  and  who  now  a 
widow,  encumbered  with  many  children,  was  reduced  to  extreme 

M  m  2  indi- 
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indigence.*  It  would  be  an  a£t  of  charity^  he  added»  to  make 
an  enquiry  on  my  arrival  in  England  into  the  truth  of  this 
intelligence,  and  endeavour  to  obtain  fome  provifion  for  a  dif- 
trefled  family.  Noticing  in  me  a  more  than  ordinary  concern 
for  the  misfortunes  of  this  woman  and  the  fate  of  her  father^ 
he  faidy  that  if  I  faw  her,  I  fhould  be  enabled  to  reprefent  her 
fituation  with  moie  corroborating  fa£ts.  He  objedled  to  the  pro- 
pofal  of  my  going  to  her  houfe,  apprehending  from  her  manner 
of  life,  that  the  vifit  would  be  incommodious  j  but  went  him- 
lelf  and  conduced  her  to  Mr.  Long's  lodgings.  She  was  a 
little  woman  about  forty  years  of  age»  had  from  fome  accident 
become  lame^  and  was  accompanied  by  a  fon^ 

Some  years  ago  (he  had  been  induced  to  undertake  a  jour-^ 
ney  to  Peteriburgh^  for  the  purpofe  of  eftablifiiing  her  clsums,  and 
had  reached  Mofcow;  where  fome  Armenians  refuUng  in  that 
city^  diverted  her  intention,  which  they  reprefented  as  fruitlels 
without  greater  aids  than  (he  poflefTed.  The  honeft  warmth  with 
which  Mr.  M^-cke  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  thi$  forlorn  widow^ 
attra£led  me  forcibly  to  him  ^  and  the  pleafure  wluch  I  fup- 
pofe  he  received  at  obferving  the  like  difpofition  in  a  (tranger» 
whom  he  waa  about  to  part  with^  probably  for  ever,  incited  him 

*  General  Marcke  &ys  that  in  a  (hort  time  after  the  death  of  Nadir  Shah,  Elton 
was  either  aflaflinated„  by  the  hand,^  or  die  order  of  the  fiuber  of  the  prefent  chief  of 
Ghilan*.. 

to 
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to  communicate  many  events  of  his  life,  which  were  related  in 
a  maimer  peculiarly  animated  and  pathetic* 

It  .appeared  that  he  was  a  native  of  the  Ukraine,  and  had 
been  early  employed  as  fecretary  to  the  Ruffian  embafly,  at  the 
court  of  London )  where,  and  at  Peterfburgh,  he  formed  many 
,conne£bions  with  our  nation,  to  one  of  whom,  I  think  he  faid, 
his  (iiler  had  been  married.  He  had  ferved  likewife  in  the  corps 
of  engineers,  where  I  have  iince  underflood,  he  acquired  the 
reputation  of  an  officer  of  ability,  and  formed  a  friendfhip  with 
the  prefent  governor  of  Aftracan^  who  now  renders  him  many 
offices  of  kindnefs.  After  occupying  various  fiations  in  the 
fervice  of  Ruffia,  he  was  appointed  to  the  dire£tion  of  the  Ghi* 
Ian  fa^tory^  whence  he  had  been  removed  at  the  inftigation  of 
the  Armenians,  who,  he  faid,  perfecuted  him  with  uncommon 
marks  of  malignity.  His  property  was  confifcated,  and  he  re-> 
ceived  the  fentence  of  baniihment  to  Siberia,  which  was  afterwards 
commuted  to  a  clofe  refidence  at  Aftracan,  His  deportment 
evinced  an  unaffi^ded  refignation  to  the  lot  which  had  befallen 
him ;  nor  was  it  devoid  of  a  manly  exertion  of  fpirit.  In  a  tpne 
of  fimpie  humility,  but  ftrengthened  by  ^  eye  which  imprefled  ir- 
reiiftible  conviflion,  he  affirmed,  that  in  the  condition  which  for* 
tune  had  placed  him,  he  experienced  a  large  portion  of  content.. 
He  had  given  a  wide  fcope,  he  faid,  to  the  impulie  of  ambition^ 
and  had  gratified  it  by  the  aid  of  inftruments  he  now  beheld  with 
horror  and  difguft  s  but  adveriity  had  at  once  extinguiflied  every 

tumul- 
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tumultuous  afFe6li6n»  and  endowed  him  with  fortitudei  and  the 
fober  enjoyment  of  reafon. 

Having  made  the  neceiTary  preparation  for  my  joamey,  and 
obtained  a  paflport,  with  an  order  for  poft  horfes,*  I  was  ready 
on  the  loth  of  Mayi  to  leave  Aftracan  s  and  here  it  is  incumbent 
on  me,  to  exprefs  cordial  thanks  for  the  hofpitality  and  kindnefi 
fhewn  me  by  the  gentlemen  of  that  city,  efpecially  to  the  honeft 
Greek,  Ivan  Andreitch,  whofe  treatment  of  me,  from  the  day  he 
took  me  up  at  Baku,  to  my  departure  from  Afitacan,  was  unde*^ 
viatingly  generous  and  affectionate.  Nor  muft  I  omit  the  good 
offices  of  Mr.  HannicofF,  who  expeditioufly  procured  the  fteceffary 
papers  from  the  public  office,  and  gave  me  letters  of  introduction 
to  Count  ZchemichofF,  the  marine  miniifter,  and  ^o  Admiral 
Greig. 

Mr.  Long's  goodnefs  to  me  was  manifold;  it  anticipated 
all  my  wants,  and  indeed,  by  an  anxious  atteriticHi  to  my  wct 
-fare,  increafed  them;  whether  in  fumiftiing  a  ftorc  of  provi- 
iions,  as  there  are  few  houfes  of  fare  on  the  road,  or  in  forti- 
fying my  travelling  conveyance,*]-  againft  the  cafualties  of  a  long 
journey.    The  journey  from   Aftracan   to   Pcteriburgh,  having 

been 


*  This  inflrument  is  termed  Pedrozchna,  without  which  no  perfons  can  be  fup- 
plied  with  poft  horfes,  the  hire  of  which  is  fixed  by  gcverniiient,  at  the  rate  of  two 
copeaks,  ^bout  a  penny,  for  each  horfe,  per  verft. 

t  A  four  if^eeled  carriage,  called  in  the  Ruffian.la»igu8^f ,  a  Kibitka.  It  is  fixed 
an  the  axles  without  fprings,  and  is  fix  feet  long,  and  four  feet  in  breadth,  of  the  form 

of  a 


FORSTER'S    TRAVELS.  27^ 

been  quickly  ran  OTcr,  and  without  a  knowledge  of  the  Ian- 
guage,  you  will  ncceffarily  fuppofe  that  my  obfervations  were 
limited  and  trivial.  To  qualify  fome  of  the  difficulties  whkb 
lay  in  my  way,  Mr.  Hannicoff  furniflicd  me  with  a  lift  of  the 
ftagps  and  their  diftances,  which  prevented  the  common  impoft« 
lion  of  poft  houfes,  and  afforded  me  amufement. 

On  the  12th  of  May,  at  midnight,  having  travelled  two  hun- 
dred and  £ifity*ei^t  mites,  and  two  thirds,  I  arrived  at  Czaritfin^ 
tihst9  I  was!  detained  until  the  next  morning,  that  my  paflTport 
might  be  examined  by  the  commandant.  This  gentleman  per- 
ceiving tlue  embarrafiinent  which  arofe  from  my  want  of  the 
Ruflian  khgtiage,  entdred  .  with  much  good-nature  into  the 
ftof y  0^  my  Uttk  requifitiom,  and  fpeedily  accommodated  them ;, 
thqugii  ^t  the  time  he  was  much  opprei&d  by  ficknefs. 

Thje  country  to  Czaritfin  is  level  and  thinly  inhabited ;  yet 
its  abundant. herbage,  (hewed  the  foil  to  be  of  a  good  quality « 
The  gatrifon  of  this  fortrefs,  which  is  independant  of  Aftracan> 
confifts  of  three  or  four  thoufaiid  men.  Since  the  frontier  of 
Ruffia  has  been  extended  on  the  fouth^weft,  by  the  complete 
Aibjeflion  of  the  Cuban  Tartars,  and  the  acquiiition  of  the  Crimea,, 
this  ftation  is  not  confidered  of  mu6h  military  account. 

of  a  cradle  ;  about  a  third  part  of  it,  towards  the  head,  is  covered  with  a  tilt  orpamted 
canvas,  from  the  fere  edge  of  which  to  the  foot,,  a  leather  covering  is  occadonally 
fixed  in  a  floping  direftion,  as  a  (heher  againft  the  weather;  this*  machine  is  fupplied 
wllb  a  bedding,  and  contains  alfo,  the  requifite  baggage  of  the  pafTenger. 

From 
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From  the  wcflcrn  bank  of  the  Volga,  aad  near  the  fort  of 
Czaritfin,  a  chain  of  redoubts  of  about  forty  miles  in  length» 
ilrengthened  by  an  intrenchment^  extends  to  the  river  Don ;  but 
which,  from  the  like  caufe  that  has  diminifhed  the  importance  of 
Czaritfin,  is  now  of  little  utility,  and  has  been  evacuated.  It  it 
faid,  that  the  emprefs  occafionally  expreflies  a  difpofition  to  open  a 
channel  between  the  two  rivers  s  a  defign  which  had  been  under- 
taken by  the  great  Peter,  but  fruflrated  by  the  unfuccefsf ul  ifluc 
of  the  Turkifli  war,  as  well  as  certain  difficulties  which  attended 
the  operation.* 

Thb  ground  occupying  this  fpace,  which  I  examined,  is 
chiefly  compofed  of  gravel  or  rock,  and  apparently  little  higgler 
than  the  level  of  the  rivers.  By  opening  this  paflage,  an  inland 
navigation  would  be  effected  from  the  Black-fea  to  Siberia,  by  the 
medium  of  the  river  Kamah,  which  rifes  in  that  province,  and 
falls  into  the  Volga^  about  forty  miles  below  the  city  of  Cazan ; 
and  the  Ruffian  marine,  now  ^ftablifhcd  on  the  Black*fea,*f  which 
has  long  been  a  favourite  obje£i  at  Peterfburgh,  would  receive  from 
this  communication  a  fupply  of  commodities,  the  moft  efiential  to 
its  fupporti  as  timber,  iron,  cordage  and  canvas.  Such  a  paflage 
into  the  Euxine  and  Mediteranean  feas,  from  a  country  yielding 

■^  The  toU.  was  found  in  many  places.to  be  mi^ed  with  z  large  portion  of  rock;  and 
^e  officer,  an  Engliihman,  who  conduced  the  plan,  was  cut  off  by  banditti* 
f  The  port  of  Keiibn. 

a  pro* 
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a  produce  Co  various  and  valuable,  may  create  a  revolution  equally 
important  in  the  commercial  and  political^  world  -,  and  enable 
Ruflia,  now  indebted  to  foreign  nations  for  the  maintenance  of 
her  trade^  to  found  within  herfelf  a  mart,  whofe  happy  fitua- 
tion  is  empowered  to  attraft  to  a  common  centre  the  commerce 
of  Afia  and  Europe. 

The  Day  on  which  I  left  Czaritfin,  the  road  led  along  the 
foutherii  bank  of  the  Don,  which  was  v/holly  uninhabitecj ;  its 
current  feemed  to  run  at  the  rate  of  one  mile  and  a  half  an 
hour,  and  the  breadth  to  be  about  three  hundred  -yards.  No 
occurence  of  any  moment  befel  me  from  Czaritfin  to  Chofier- 
Ikoy  Kreport,*  a  diftance  of  two  hundred  and  thirty-five  miles 
and  a  quarter ;  unlefs  it  be  noted,  that  fo  far  from  encounter- 
ing any  impediment,  I  received  a  general  civility  and  afliftance. 
When  you  advert  to  the  predicament  in  which  I  ftood,  a  ft  ranger, 
alone,  and  unacquainted  with  the  fpeech  of  the  country,  you  muft 
yield  a  due  portion  of  praife  to  the  excellency  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  the  difpofition  of  the  people. 

From  Czaritfin  extends  a  traft  of  uncultivated  land,  of  more 
than  one  hundred  miles,  in  the  direfliQn  of  the  road,  on  which  no 
other  habitation  appears  than  huts,  for  the  accommodation  of 
thofe  who  keep  the  poft  horfes  ;  but  it  fhews  no  other  teftimony  of 

Kreport  in  the  Ruffian  language,  fignifies  a  fort. 

Vot.  II.  N  n  a  defert 
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a  deiert  than  the  want  of  inhabitants ;  for  the  foU  bears  an^ 
exuberant  herbage,  and  is  not  deficient  in,  water. 

At  the  diflance  of  a  few  miles  from  Chopcrfkoy,  the  dri* 
ver*  of  the  carriage  alarmed  me  by  a  report  of  the  hinder  axle 
being  fhattered ;  an  accident  which  gave  me  an  opportunity  of 
obferving  the  dexterity  of  a  Ruffian  carpenter  in  the  ufe  of  the 
axe.  Without  the  help  of  any  other  tool,  except  a  nitfrow  chif- 
fel,  to  cut  a  fpace  in  the  centre  of  it  for  receiving  an  iron  bar 
which  fupports  the  axle,  and  to  pierce  holes  for  the  linch  pins^ 
he  reduced  in  two  hours  a  piece  of  grof^  tim|)er  to  the  requU 
iite  form,  and  his  charge  was  one  fhilling. 

Travelling  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  from  this  pl^e^ 
I  arrived  at  the  city  of  TanbofF,  not  large,  but  populous,  and 
generally  well  built^  the  refidence  of  a  governor,  who  examined 
and  put  his  fignature  to  my  pafsport.  The  country  was  level, 
bearing  little  wood,  and  from  Aftracan  to  this  place  I  had  not 
feen  a  ftone  on  its  furfacej  A  heavy  rain  fell  during  the  night 
of  my  departure  fiom  TanbofF,  which  caufed  an  overflowing  of 
the  adjacent  brooks,  in  one  of  which  the  carriage  funk  fo  deep, 
that  the  horfes  with  every  effort  could  not  drag  it,  though  fte- 
nuoufly  affifted  by  the  driver.  This  trivial  event  fhould  not 
have  been  intruded  on  you,^  did  it  not  tend  to  delineate  the  cha- 
rafter  of  a  Ruflian  peafant. 

*  He  fits  on  a.  low  feat,,  fixed  on  the  fore  axle* 

After 


FORSTER'S    TRAVELS.  ^83 

After  trying  various  methods  to  extricate  the  carriage  in 
vain,  and  without  a  murmur^  though  the  weather  was  piercingly 
cold,  and  he  was  dripping  wet,  he  loofened  the  horfes,  and  yoking 
them  to  the  hinder  part  of  the  carriage,  he  brought  it  back- 
wards to  dry  ground.  He  endeavoured  to  pafs  at  another  place, 
and  was  again  foiled;  yet  he  preferved  an  cvennefs  of  temper, 
which  I  did  not  think  our  nature  poffeffed.  He  did  not  ceafe 
a  moment  from  applying  fuch  aids  as  were  beft  adapted  to  our 
relief;  nor  once  flirunk  from  a  chilling  wind  and  rain,  which 
Had  thrown  me  into  an  ague  ;  but  fevere  patience,  and  an  in- 
surance of  the  rougheft  inclemency  of  weather,  are  qualities  with 
which  the  peafant  of  Ruffia  is  conftitutionally  endowed,  Whilft 
we  were  ftrugglihg  again  ft  this  difficulty,  which  feemed  to  me  re- 
medilefs,  a  paflehger  leading  fomc  horfes,  faw  the  embarrafsment, 
and  chearfully  yoking  two  of  them  to  the  carriage  gave  us  fpeedy 
relief. 

On  the  20th  of  May,  arrived  at  Mofcow,  diftant  from  Tan- 
bofF  three  hundred  and  eighty-four  miles  and  one  third.  From 
the  Volga  to  this  city,  I  had  not  fecn  any  land  fo  much  ele- 
vated as  to  merit  the  name  of  a  hill,  and  but  few  ftones  on  the 
ground.  The  buildings  in  Ruffia,  with  an  exception  of  fome  of 
the  public  ftruftures,  and  houfcs  of  the  principal  people,  are  com- 
pofed  of  wood,  which  is  fo  abundant  a  commodity,  that  in  many 
places  it  forms  the  ftreets  of  towns  and  villages. 

In  the  interior  parts  of  the  country,  a  few  of  the  churches 

N  n  2  hiVi! 
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have  lately  been  built  of  brick,  in  modern  architefturc,  and  (hew 
a  Juft  tafle  >  but  the  old  ones  are  all  of  wood,  heavy  ill  fhaped 
fabricks,  and  hung  around  with  bells  of  all  fizes,  which  the 
priefts,  who  fecm  peculiarly  fond  of  their  found,  keep  in  per- 
petual chime. 

At  every  halting-place,  I  muft  again  notice,  the  people  treated 
me  with  invariable  civility  ;  inviting  me  into  their  houfes  dur- 
ing the  change  of  horfes,  and  fupplying,  at  a  moderate  rate,  the 
things  which  I  wanted.  The  roads  in  Ruffia,  during  the  dry 
ieafon,  are  m  a  good  conditicm  naturally ;  for  little  labor  is  bei- 
flawed  on  them ;  which  indeed  from  the  large  tra£ls  of  inter- 
vening waftes  would  be  impracticable.  On  fome  days  when  the 
horfes  were  ftrong,  I  have  travelled  from  one  hundred  and  twenty, 
to  one  hundred  aH4  thirty  miles,  over  a  country  on  which  the 
eye  could  perceive  no  elevation.  The  intervening  rivers  I  either 
pafled  on  floating  bridges  or  ferry  boats,  there  being  no  fixed 
bridge  on  the  road  from  Aflracan  to  this  city. 

On  approaching  Mofcow,  its  numerous  and  lofty  fpires* 
ihooting,  though  extenfive  plantations,  exhibit  a  view  equally  pic^- 
turefque  and  magnificent.  The  gardens  interfperfed  through  this 
city,  have  given  it  a  more  extenfive  fite  than  is  requifite  to  con,- 
tain^  perhaps,  three  times  the  number  of  its  inhabitants,  who  arc 
computed  at  three  or  four  hundred  thoufand.. 

*  I  was  informed  that  the  fteeples  in  MofcQW>  amount  to  fix^en  hundred. 

Th» 
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Thb  driver  of  the  carriage  conduced  me  to  a  German  ho- 
tel,  whofe  manager,  a  very  afliduous  and  obliging  perfon,  fpoke 
the  Englifh  language  fluently,  and  though  he  had  experienced 
a  vai'iety  of  fortunes^  fboie  of  it  very  acfverfe,  he  had  acquired 
but  little  knowledge  of  the  world ;  that  is,  he  was  ill  qualified 
to  combat  its  iniquitous  practices,  or  to  derive  an  adequate  pro- 
fit from  his  profeflion.  By  a  credulity  and  benevolence  of  diC- 
pofition,  he  had  fallen  a  prey  to  many  of  the  foreign  adven- 
turers who  infefb  Mofcow,  among  whom  I  was  mortified  to  fee 
fome  of  my  own  countrymen  numbered^ 

This  good^  fimple  publican,  being  within  my  knowledge  an 
unique  in  his  profeifion,  and  as  rare  objects  are. the  grand  pur- 
fuit  of  modern  journalifts,.  I  could  not  pafs  this  charafler.  with^ 
out. introducing  it  to  your  notice;  and  I  entreat,  fhould  you 
ever  vifit  Mofcow,  that  you  will  make  fearch  for  this  honefl: 
German^  and  after  thanking  him  for  hie  kindnefs  to  the  luf-^ 
dian,  fay^  that  he  was  very  imprudent  in  depofiting  a  trufl 
with  a  perfon  whom  he  never  faw  before^  nor  could  reafonably 
expe£t  ta  fee  again. 

During  the  day  of  my  halt,  my  hoft  did  not  fail  to  pro- 
cure me  a  view  of  thofe  curiofities,  which  moft  attraft  running 
travellers  at  this  city,  but  which  having,  been  already  minutely 
defcribed,  do  not  require  further  iliuftration.  Yet  I  muft  make 
fome  mention  of  a  bell,  the  largeft  probably  in  the  worid,  and^ 
exprefilve  of  the  inordinate  pafilon  of  the  Rufliaa  natioa  for 

this. 
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this  fpecies  of  fonorous  inftrument*  It  is  compofed  of  Various 
metals,  even  of  gold,  and  filver ;  the  height  cnearures  tWenty-oiiA 
feet,  four  inclies  and  a  quarter,  the  diameter  at  the  bafe,  twen- 
ty-two feet,  four  inches  and  three  quarters ;  its  weight,  one  huti»» 
dred  and  ninety- eight  tons,  two  hundred  and  tv^nty-*ight  pounds  $ 
and  its  cofl:  is  computed  at  fixty-tive  thoufand,  fix  hutid{td>  add 
eighty-one  pounds.  A  fire  many  years  ago  deftroyed  th*  builds- 
ing  in  which  it  was  fufpended,  and  falling  to  the  groAnd,  wfaet^ 
it  has  iince  remained^  a  piece  was  broken  from  its  fide. 

Moscow  though  no  longer  the  capital  of  the  dtfipife,  hath 
not  felt  thofc  fymptoms  of  decay,  which  are  feen  to  fallow  the 
deprivation  of  fovereign  refidence.  Aware  of  tht  attachment  of 
the  ancient  nobility  of  RuiTia  to  this  city,  and  alio  that  fa«r 
fpatious  dominion  required  a  fecond  capital,  KatheriiM  hath  ftre-* 
nuoufly  endeavoured  to  preferve  its  former  importance ;  and  the 
inftitutions  which  have  been  eftablifhed,  have  centred,  it  is  faid^ 
a  greater  portion  of  wealth  and  commerce  in  Mofcow,  than  it 
pofleffed  before  the  removal  of  the  court. 

The  fuperior  kinds  of  Ruffian  manufa£^ures  are  chiefly  fa«- 
bricated  in  this  city  from  the  rough  materials,  and  are  tranfpdrted 
by  water  carriage  or  caravans  into  the  moft  diflant  quarters  of 
the  empire.  An  ordinance  {o  falutary  will  effentially  contribute 
to  fix  the  profperity  of  Mofcow,  which  is  alfo  promoted  by  the 
refidence  of  many  of  thofe  Ruffian  nobles,  who  are  not  em* 
ployed  in  the  immediate  fervice  of  the  ftate.  They  there  in- 
dulge 
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dulge  that  gaiety,  diflipation,  and  pomp^  in  which  they  To  much 
delight,  at  ^  lefs  expence  thian  at  the  new  capital. 

Mr.  Zchernichoff,  the  governor-general  of  Mofcow,  haa 
acquired  in  the  adminiftration  of  his  office,  a  general  good  name» 
by  the  eftabliihment  of  a  vigorous  police,  and  beftowing  on  the 
^ity  ];pany  ornaments.  Standing  high  in  favor[  of  the  emprefs, 
whom  his  family  had  ftrorjgly  aided  in  afcending  the  throne, 
I(is  defirea  ^re  cpi>fidQred  as  equal  to  thofe  of  the  court ;  and  it 
ipay  be  deemed  equs^Uy  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  Mofcow^  as  that 
<f£  th^  nation  at  large,  that  a  fubjedl  of  fuch  zeal  and  authority 
has  be^n  placed  in  fo  eminent  a  ftation.  The  character  of  Mr» 
^chernichoff  deferves  the  more  diftinguiihed  notice^  as  a  fhame-^ 
^fs  IdXity  and  f:orruption.  are  fpen  to  pervade  every  office  anxl 
department  of  this  wide  empire>  tQ  counterpoi&  its  powers  and 
w^rp.  the  d^r^^prL  of  its  natural  polic}[. 

Mr.  Hannicofp  having  given  me  a  letter  to  his  brother 
^t  Moicow,  I  went  to  this  gentleman's  houfe,  where,  with  much 
mortification,  I  faw  every  thing  French.  The  furniture,  the 
drefs  of  the  family,  its  manners,  and  the  preceptor  of  the  chiU 
dren  were  all  French.  The  Rufllian  gentry,  indeed,  from  what- 
ever qt^r  quirter  tb^  haw  drawn  fcience  and.  literature,  have 
received  a  IsnrgQ  portion  of  their  manners  from  France;  and 
it  is  evidently  feen,  th^t  ^  co.nne6tion  cemented  by  fo  ftrong  a 
partiality,  has.  pccafionally  attra^ed  Ruffia,  from  its  conftitutional 
bias,  and  infufed  a  fpirit  of  pqlicy  inimical  to  its  welfare.    The 

prevalent 
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prevalent  ufe  of  the  French  language  and  manners  in  moft  of 
the  European  courts,  is  not  to  be  accounted  the  leaft  efficient 
inftrument  employed  by  France,  in  condufting  that  general  fyftem 
of  intrigue,  which  marks  every  meafure  of  her  government  how- 
ever trivial. 

I  WAS  received  by  the  deputy-governor  of  Mofcow,  to 
whom  I  applied  for  his  fignature  to  my  paffport,  in  a  manner 
Httle  different  from  that  of  an  Afiatic  chief  to  his  dependent  or 
inferior.  He  had  juft  rifen  from  his  fiefta,  and  was  fitting 
<lrefled  in  a  loofc  robe  on  a  fofa  of  filk,  in  the  front  of  which 
1  was  diredal  to  ftand.  He  afked  me  fome  qucftions  on  the 
fubjeft  of  my  journey  with  more  affability  than  I  had  expedled 
from  his  appearance,  and  the  glitter  of  (hew,  which  furrounded 
him.  It  is  to  be  noticed  that  the  Ruffians  of  all  ranks  are  of 
a  fallow  and  brown  complexion ;  few  of  them,  even  when  young, 
having  a  natural  bloom  of  face;  this  defe£l  I  am  induced  to 
attribute  partially  to  the  exceflive  warmth  of  their  ftoves,  and 
a  frequent  ufe  of  the  hot  bath,  which  in  Ruffia  contains  a  more 
intenfe  heat  than  I  have  experienced  in  any  country. 

After  dining  with  my  German  hoft,  whofe  attentions  to  me 
had  been  indefatigable,  and  his  charge  moderate,  I  left  Mofcow 
on  the  2oth  of  May;  on  the  next  morning  I  arrived  at  the 
town  of  Klin^  and  breakfafted  widi  an  acquaintance  of  my  Mol^ 
cow  friend.  This  perfon,  a  German,  many  of  whom  are  feat- 
tered  over  this  part  of  the  country,  kept  an  inn,  but  he  faid 

with 
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With  little  fuccefs  ;  as  the  Ruilian  gentlemen,  in  their  journies, 
fddom  frequent  fuch  houfes,  and  the  other  clafTes  of  people  are 
witheld  by  their  poverty. 

The  road;  from  Mofcow  to  Petcrflburgh,  meafuring  four 
hundred  and-  fixty^nine  miles  and  a  third,  confills  generally  of 
a  moraTs,  and  is  eonftrufted,  with  fome  interventions  of  folid 
ground,  of  fpars  of  fir,  laid  in  a  parallel  direftion,  and'ftrewed 
over  with  earth  5  this  work  was  performed  by  Peter  I.  for  efta- 
blifliiog  a  more  eafy  communication  between  the  interior  pro- 
tinces  and  his  new. capital.  This  extenfive  wooden  caafeway,- 
founded  on  fo  unfubHiantial  a  bafis,  mud  at  the  firft  fight  ex^- 
cite  our  furprize;  bqt  it  will  in  a  great  degree  ceafe,  -when  it 
is  confidered  that  Rudia  abounds  in  timber,  in  robuft  vafTals; 
and  that  the  gi-cat  Ecter  condu6led  the  operation.  My  carriage; 
fixed  immediately  xxpon  the  axles,  (hook  ifae  fo  violenrtly  in  its 
progrcfs  ovdr  this^  rough  I'oad,  that  1  flept  wry- little  until  the 
evening:  before  I  reached '  Peterfburgh,  when  Being  overpowered 
with  fatigue,  I  Jay  down  on  a  bed  at^  "poft-houfe,  defiring 
the  driver  to  call  me  at  the  expiration  of  two  hours,  but  no  one 
came!  near  me  till  the  morning. 

On  the  25th  of  May,  I  entered  Pcterlburgh,  and  procured  a 
commodious  lodging  at  an  Englifli  tavern.  Mr.  Shairpe,  the  Bri- 
tifli  confvly  being  informed  of  my  ftory,  invited  me  to  hisMioufe  ; 
and  his  introdu6lion  to  many  of  the  Englifh  gentlemen,  at  Peterf- 
burgh,  enabled  me  to  pafs  Very  pleafantly,  a  three  weeks  refidence 
.  Vol.  IL  O  o  there ^ 
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there  i  he  pre(ente4  fw  alfb  to  our  ainbaflador,*  whofe  faviourabk 
mention  of  me  in  England,  was  dientially  condocive  to  my 
welfare. 

In  fo  trandent  a  vifitor,  it  would  be  a  manifcft  prefiiroption  to- 
give  any  detailed  accotmt  of  this  fplendid  city,  at  to  defi:ribe  its 
conftitution  or  law9.  I  will»  however*  notice  fuch  matter,  as  it» 
more  immediate  projeflion  forces  on  ordinary  obfenration.  The 
view  of  Peterfburgh,  adorned  with  its  numeroos  magnificent  buitd- 
ings,  interfered  by  fpacioo^  And  regular  ftreets,  imparts  the  con- 
fequent  pleasure  of  behdding  a  beautiful  ofcjeft  $  but  when  i 
looked  on  the  period,  removed  oaly  at  the  diftance  of  feveaty 
years^  when  this  fpot,  now  covered  by  a.prouddty,  lefbrted  to 
by  all  the  nations  of  the  European  world,  and  enriched  by  an  ac- 
tive commerce,  was  a  dr^ry  morafs^  a^rding  a  nuftrafale  refidenee 
to  a  hord  of  rude  fifliermen.  T  was  infpired  with  leverance  and 
wonder,  wfaea  I  n£is&ed  on  the  creative  gemus  Of  tlie  man  wh» 
had  accompliflied  fc  gloriooft  a  work..  Other  otooarcha  have  tm>- 
delkd  armies,  aggrandtfed  kingdoms  by  conqueft;  cr  gradual  cinii* 
zation ;.  but  Peter  at  once  cUfpelled  the  cloud  of  barbariiin,  which 
inveloped  his  country,  and  brought  k  forth  to  the  aAonifbed  and 
applauding  view  of  Europe. 

It  is  on  this  ground  you  muft  view  Peter(burghr  to  render 
due  juftice  to  the  memory  of  its  foimder,  who  in  rearing  his  fs^ 

*  Mr.  Fttsherberw 
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brie,  ftruggled  witfi  obftinate  prejudice  and  enraged  (uperftition ; 
but  they  fell  before  his  commanding  genius.  Nor  muft  we  forget 
that  thirft  of  knowledge,  which  carried  him  into  foreign  countries 
to  court  their. ^ience,  and  pra6Hfe  their  arts.  This  fubjeft  hath 
infeniibly  produced  a  fti^ln  of  writing,  too  ftrongly  I  fear  impreg- 
nated with  that  lj)ecies  of  colouring,  which  maiks  the  compofttion 
of  the  Afiatics,  and  indeed  their  ordinary  converfation,  and  which, 
by  an  intimate  connection  with  them  for  many  years,  has  perhaps 
become  habitaal  to  me.  When  you  advert  therefore  to  the  foci*- 
eties  I  have  mixed  in^  and  alfo  to  a  warm  impulfe,  which  has 
prompted  me  to  t^row  a  laurel  at  the  brow  of  Peter,  I  hope  that 
this  efferveTcciicc  of  ftyle  ^rll  meet  with  ttn  indulgent  eye. 

From  the  drefies  of  the  nobility,  enriched  by  a  various  dit 
play  of  jewels,  their  equipage  and  pompous  retinue,  the  court 
of  Peterfburgh  is  feid  to  be  the  moft  brilliant  in  Europe;  and 
4t  ihould  feem,  that  the  emprefs  manifeftly  indulges  *  this  dif* 
pofition  in  the  courtiers,  whether  from  the  congenial  propenfity 
of  a  female  mind,  or  an  opinion,  that  the  intrigues  and  machina* 
tions  which  fhe  has  heretofore  fuccefsfully  pradliced,  will  not 
deeply  occupy  the  minds  of  a  people,  involved  m  luxury  and 
dinipation. 

The  Ruffian  gentiy,   efpecially  thofe  attached  to  the  court, 

*  Slie  has  eftablifhed  at  Peteriburgh,  four  cbmpanies  ctf  players,  of  different  na^ 
tions,  French,  German,  Italian  and  Ruflian,  wliich  receive  ^ari^s  from  the  public 
treafury. 

O  o  2  arc 
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arc  either  in  debt,  or  they  expend  the  fiill  amount  of  their  re^ 
venue  s  and  if  the  teftimony  of  thoie  who  have  made  the  cxpe^ 
riment  is  to  be  credited,  we  mufl  believe  in  the  extreme  ve^ 
naljty  of  the  minifters  of  government,  however  adverfe  to  the 
public  welfare.  -The  adq»iniftration  of  count  Paain  gave  a 
ftrong  proof  of  this  difpofitiop.  The  French  who  have  ever 
avowedly  oppoied  the  views  of  this  empire,  have  afforded  witlw 
out  referve,  ^  afTiftance  to  it»  enemies,  and  who,  it  i&  £sdd,  re<- 
AxiA  its  Mediterranean  fquadron^  to  eight  fliips  of  the  line^ 
poffeCed  during  Panin's  miniftry,  a  leading  fway  in  the  RuiBaa 
cabinet^  which  they  rendered  hoftile  to  the  g^ieral  interefls  of 
the  empire.  Since  that  period,  Ruffia  has  adopted  a  more  na«* 
tural  policy,  and  is  aware  of  the  ialutary  expediency  of  form* 
ing  a  cordial  intercourfe  with  the  court  of  London;  It  is  no<- 
ticed  that  the  Ruffian  gjentry  learn  foreign  languages  with  ap« 
tituder  that  they  readily  alTume  the  naanners  of  thofe  whom 
{hey  vifit,^  and  hy  them  afide  with  equal  fadyiity;  and  that  being 
a  new  people,,  they  bear  few  marks  of  national  originality ;  but 
like  a  maft.  of  ductile  matter^  receive  the  impreffion  of  objects 
in  contafl  with  thenu 

The  peafantry  are  marked  with  ftrong  chara6leriftic  feature&i 
they  are  obedient^  attached  to  their  fuperlors^  and  pofle&  an  obfti^ 
nate  courage;  but  they  are  addi£ted  to  petty  thefts,  and  to  an 
exceflive  ufe  of  intoxicating  liquors.    It  muft  farely  be  held  a . 
reproach  on  the  policy  and  finance  of  a  nation,  when  the  largeft 

branch 
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branch  of  its  revtnue  is  (een  to  arife  from  an  encouragement  of 
the  ruling  vice  of  the  people;  yet  this  fa6l  is  fully  exemplified 
in  Ruifia»  where  two  capital  impofts  are  laid  on  corn*brandy. 
It  is  fold  by  government  to  the  dealers^  at  a  fixed  rate^  from 
which  a  large  profit  is  produced,  and  a  diuty  is  colle6ted  from 
every  perfon,  who  vends  it. 

Whatever  cenlure  the  prefent  Katherine  may  have  incurred 
an  fwerving  from  the  cardinal  yirtue  of  her  fex,  we  muft  un^- 
reiervedly  iay»  that  ihe  hath  made  fome  atonement  for  that 
deviation,  by  eftablifliing  a  wife  and  vigorous  fyftem  of  govern*- 
ment)  by  a  liberal  encouragement  of  the  arts,  and  an  exercifb 
of  humanity  to  her  fubje£is,  meriting  the  example  of  the  moft 
poliihed  nations.  She  poifefies  a  munificence,  which  has  much 
endeared  her  to  the  people,  and  which  an  occafion  of  difplaying 
happened  fome  days  before  my  arrival  at  Peterfburgh.  Being 
informed  that  an  extenfive  pile  of  wooden  buildings^  appro- 
priated .  to  the  uk  of  merchants  and  tradefmen,  was  burning 
with  violence,  (he  immediately  proceeded  to  the  fpot,  where  ex- 
horting the  fireman  to  an  adtivc  execution  of  their  duly,  flie 
aflured  thofe  who  had  fufffered  by  the  conflagration,  that  the 
buildings  fhould  be  reconfl:ru6led  at  the  public  expence  and  of 
more  fubdantial  materials. 

Among  the  many  monuments  of  grandeur,  raifed  by  Ka- 
therine, the  mofl  attrafting  is  an  equeftrian  ftatue,  erefted  to 
the  memory  of  the  great  Peter,,  which  is  placed  in  front  of  the 

council- 
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council-lioure,  and  in  a  Atuation  cemmAnding  a  view  df  dit 
ports  nor  have  I  fcen  any  figure  which  exhibits  a  bolckr  <ir 
more  juft  aipe£t  ^  tiattire^  except  that  of  our  firft  Charies  in 
Loddon.  It  flands  on  a  hugh  block  o£  fhmei  whole  funimit 
Wanting,  gives  an  nfcending  porU}6n  to  the  horfe^  one  of  tfac 
hinder  feet  of  which  bruifes  the  head  of  a  ferpent^^  The  %ttre 
of  Peter  looks  towards  the  Neva,  having  the  right  arm  ftretch- 
cd  forth  With  an  expanded  hatni,  gtving  to  all  nations  encourage* 
ment  and  prote6ti<m.  Often  did  I  vifitthis  ftatue  of  Peter^  and 
in  reviewing  the  ftupendoul  work,  which  his  band  has  railed^ 
I  have  gazed  on  it  with  admiration  and  delight  i  and  did  the 
tenets  of  my  faith  permit^  Peter  ihouM  be  choien  mj  tutelar 
faint* 

Paul  PfixaowiTs^,  entitled  the  Grand  Duke  of  Ruflia^ 
and  the  only  iflue  of  the  emprefs,  having  been  little  brought 
forward  to  the  public  notici^,  the  eflential  parts  of  his  charadoT 
remain  undeveloped.  The  foreigners  who  have  accefs  to  him^ 
fay,  that  he  is  endowed  with  difirretion,  is  beloved  in  his  family^ 
and  obferves  a  jafl:  pun6tuality  in  the  diicharge  of  his  accounts^ 
a  quality  the  more  deferving  <^  prai(e»  as  it  is  rarely  found 
among  the  nobility  of  Ruflla,  who  hav«  become  notorious  by 
an  accumulation  of  debts  and  a  common  failure  of  payments* 


«  Emblematical  of  She   malignant  prejudices!  which  this  prioce  encountered 
and  over£ome« 


The 
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The  gmnd  dulos  i$  the  nominal  prefident  of  the  admiralty^ 
though  he  does  not  officiate  in  that  department^  or  poflefs  ^ny 
influence  in  the  cabinet ;  but  aware  of  the  emprefs's  jealoufy 
of  domeilic  interference,  he  lives  wholly  abftradled  from  bud- 

A  QZHTLZUAVf,  who  had  acquired  a  conversant  knowledge 
of  the  coort  of  Peterflmrgh^  obierved  to  me  that  a  femata 
leign  was  moft  favorable  to  the  views  of  the  RufTian  nobility  ^ 
it  afforded,  a  wider  fcope,  to  their  ambition^  avarice,  and  in- 
trigue,  which  under  the  eye  of  a  prince»  efpecially  if  he  were^ 
a£tive»  would  necefl&rily  be  limited,  and  th^  they  wctnld  ever 
diflske  and  ftrive  to  exclodo  a  mate  fuceeilion ;  nor  dk>es  this 
obfervatian  want  pnx>£^  of  fupport,  in  the  lour  laftr  reigns  of 
.  diis  emigre. 

In  dofing  thefe  deiultory  remarks,  I  am  induced  to^  notice, 
lhsit  diofe  Ruffians  who  have  not  yet  adopted  the  manxM»  and 
dre&  of  Europe,  and  they  probably  include  three  fiD^rths  of  the 
nation,  refemble  the  Afiatics,  and  particularly  Tartars,  in  many 
oon^icuoufl  inftances.  They  wear  the  long  gown,  the  fa<h>  and 
the  cap  1  and  they  coiifi^r  the  beard  as.  a  type  of  perfonal 
honor.  The  hot  bath  as  in  Afia  is  in  common  uic^  ^ven  mth 
the  lowefk  clafTea  of  the  Ruffians,  who  perform  alfe  tpany  ordi* 
nary  ablutions,  not  praftifed  by  any  northern  people,  and  when 
not  prevented  by  their  occupations,  they  (leep  at  noon,  ^  In  the 
irisBiner  of  Afia,  the  Ruflians  obferve  to  their  fuperiors  an  ex- 
treme 
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treme  fubmifHony  and  their  deportment  is  blended  with  a  fu^ 
vity  of  ^addrefs  and  language,  which  is  not  iirarranfod  Jb/i  their 
appearance,  or  the  opinions  generally  formed  of  tiiicm. 

By  impofing  a  faperior  value  on  th\s  quality^  the  Ruffians^ 
it  fhould  feem,  have  neglefted  to  cultivate  the  more  effential.  vir- 
tues, a  vrant  of  which  li  often  experienced  by  the  foreign  mer- 
chants, who  have  incurred  heavy  loffes  by  their  want  of  faith* 
The  copeck  of  Ruflia;  a  ropper  coin,  in  name,  and  s^pareatly  in 
value  is  the  fame  which  was  current  in  Tartary:  during. the  reign 
of  Timur  }  and  as  the  paflage  illuftrating  tUs  £a£fc  is  xuriojus^ 
I  will  lay  it  before  you. 

*^  Tft£  dearth  was  fo  great  in  the  Tartar  cam'pt  .that  a 
^  pouiidi  qf  millet  fold  for  ieventy  dinars  copeghi,  an  ox*s  head 
^^  for  an  hundred,  and  a  (heep*s  head  for  two  hundred  and  fifty/*^ 
This  occuritnce  happened  during  the  expedition  of  Timun  into 
Aftracan,  at  a  period  of  two  hundred  years  previous  to.  the 
Ruflian  acquifition  of  that  kingdom.  Should  a  national  con- 
nection between  Rufiia  and  Tartary  be  afcertained,  a  reverfe  of 
the  general  progrefs  of  conqueft,  which  has  been  feen  to  ftretch 
to  the  fouthward,  will  appear  exemplified  in  the  Ru0ian  na- 
tion, who  penetrating  into  the  higher  parts  of  Europe,  have 
fixed  a  capital  in  the  fixtieth  degree  of  latitude*    Embarking  at 

«  Shirriff  ud  Dein's  Hiftory  of  Timur,  tranflated  by  Petit  de  la  Croix. 
L:^:>.  Petcrfourgh, 
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Peterfburgh,  in  the  middle  of  June,  on  board  of  a  trading  veffel^ 
I  arrived  in  England  in  the  latter  end  of  July. 

Having  now  brought  you  to  the  clofe  of  a  long  journey, 
the  performance  of  which  was  chiefly  derived  from  a  vigorous 
health,  and  a  certain  portion  of  perfeverance,  I  bid  you  an  af- 
fe£tionate  farewel,  and  I  truft»  that  you  will  never  have  caufe 
to  impute  to  any  of  the  various  fa£ls  which  have  been  brought 
forward  in  the  body  of  the  letters^  the  colour  of  paflion  or  the 
views  of  intereft.  Amicus  Plato,  &c.  The  opinions  deduced 
from  them,  given  by  a  man  flenderly  converfant  in  the  higher 
clafles  of  fcience,  and  who  has  yet  much  to  feek  in  tl^  abftrufer 
page  of  human  life,  I  freely  commit  to  your  cenfure,  as  alfo  the 
manner  of  writing,  which  I  fear  will  be  judged  ofFenfive  to  the 
chaftenefsj  diftinguifhing  the  language  of  the  prefent  age. 


FINIS. 
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